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Book X. -T H E C A R N A T I C. 

tachmeJnt, which had fet out on the 19th from Carangoly to attack 
that place, where, immediately after, arrived the two companies of 
Sepoys from Conjeveram, retreating as foon as Trivatore Vi-as re- 
duced. The ga rrifon, now confiding of nine companies, was deemed 
almpfi: fufficient to maintain the fort, until relieved from Madrafs; 
and captain Rlcliard Smith was appointed to take the command, and 
with him were Tent two commifiioned officer^, a ferjeant, a cor- 
poral, and 1 2 Eurojiean gunners, and tw'^o fiekhpieces ; fo that the 
w'hole number of Europeans, including thi ferjeants of the Sepoys, 
were thirty chofen men, and captain Smith was ordered to. defend 
the fort at all events and extremities. On the 25th, the fquadron 
commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road, having executed 
a fecret commifiion which had detained him all this while to the 
louthward, and had given rife to a variety of erroneous reports and 
conjectures. The Prefidency on the 25th of Auguft had finally re- 
solved to recall Major Calliaud from Tritchi nopoly, with all the 
European foldiers and Coffrees in the garrifon, excepting flich .as 
were in the fervice of the artillery, or annexed to the Sepoys. Cal- 
liaud, jufl: as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the 
5th of September, that a very large fleet of Englilh fliips were arrived 
at Anjengo there ; w'hich, although doubtful, required him to fiilpend 
his departure until more certain advices, which he received on the 
15th, and the next day began his march wfith i8o Europeans and 50 
Coflrees, leaving, according to his infl:rudlions, the command of the 
garrifon, in which were now included the 2000 Sepoys brought by 
Mahomed IfiToof from Tinivelly, to captain Jolcph Smith. The 
detachment marching through the Tanjore country met everv kind 
of affiftance in their way, and on the 23d embarked from Nega- 
patam on board the fquadron, which arrived two days after at Madrafs. 
This reinforcement increafed the means of proteCling Chinglapet; 
and four more field-pieces, with a complement of Lafcars to W'ork 
them, were fent thither on the 2d of OClober. 

Mr. Lally at length faw the importance of this place, which, 20 
days before, he might have taken by efcalade in open day, and refolved 
to march againft it with his whole force as foon as he had fettled fome 
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1 758, arrangements in the government of Arcot, and the adjacent countries, 
the mean time his communication with Cbinglapet u'as opened by 
the poflefiion of Covrepauk and Con] ever am, which his detachments 
found evacuated. But his late acquifitions had not hitherto reimburfed 
the expences of the held, nor eftablifhed his credit to borrow : fo 
that his treafury could barely fupply the pay of the foldiers, and 
could not provide the other means of putting the army in motion, 
and all that the government of Pondicherry could immediately fur- 
nifli was 10,000 rupees : pretending therefore much indignation at 
this difappointment, he diftributed the troops into various canton- 
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Buffy, to Pondi- 
cherry, where as ufual he imputed the failure of his intentions againft 
Chinglapet to the mifmanagements of the Company’s adminiflration. 
Notwithftanding his deep animofity to Mr. Bufl}’, reljjedl to the dif- 
tinguifhed charatSler of this officer confined Mr, Lally to the obfer- 
vances of public civility ; which impoled on no one, as he had ftill 
more publickly exprefled his real opinions. The rank which Mr. 
Buffy held at this time was only that of lieutenant colonel ; and 
, befides Mr. Soupire, who was a major general, fix of the officers ar- 
rived from France were colonels, who of courfe muff command 
him OH all (ervlces when ailing together. The colonels, fenfible 
of the advantages which might be derived from his abilities, and his 
experience and repiitation in the country, and how much the op- 
portunities would be precluded by the prefent inferiority of his 
rank, figned a declaration, requefting, on thefe confiderations, that 
he might be appointed a Brigadier General, in luperfeffion to them- 
felves, which would place him next in command to Mr. Soupire. 
The public zeal which dilated this requeft, conferred as much 
honour on thofe who made it, as their tefiimony on Mr. Buffy. 
Their names, highly worthy of record on this occafion, were moftly 
of ancient and noble" defeent; D’Eftaign, de Landivifiau, de la Faire, 
Bretueil, Verdiere, and Crillon. Mr. Lally could make no objedtion, 
but with his ufual afperity imputed the compliment to the influence 
of Mr. Buffy’s money, iriftead of his reputation. 


The 
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The' approach of the ftormy monfoon warned the Englilli fquadron 1 758. 
to quit the coaft ; and. Mr. Pococke, as on all other occafions of con- o 5 ob^ 
fcquence, conl'ulted the Prefideucy on the fecurity of Madrafs dur- 
ing his abfence. They were of opinion that the enemy, if at all, 
would not attack the town before the rains had ceafcd, which gene- 
rally happens about the end of November, and had no doubt of de- 
fending it until reinforcements fliould arrive, or the fquadron return. 

But as the latenefs of the feafon might deter the Ihips expefted from 
England from venturing on the coaft until the montii of January, 
they requefted Mr. Pococke to lend the marines of the fquadron ; with 
which he complied without hefitation. One hundred men were 
landed, and on the 11th the fquadron weighed anchor and faileil 
for Bombay. 

Mr. Moracin, having purpofely waited at Nelore until the end 
of September, then began his march with the detachment left to his 
care by Mr. Buffy, and was accompanied by Nazeabulla with the 
troops of his government : proceeding through the woods and moun- 
tains of Bangar Yatcham Naigue, they arrived at the pagoda of 
Tripetty on the 5th of O£lobcr, the day on which the great annual 
feaft began ; which lafts 25 days. They were here joined by Abdul- 
wahab Cawn, with his troops from Chandergherry ; they gave no 
difturbance to the pilgrims, but furamoned the renter to difmifs his 
guards and deliver up the avenues, who, not having a force fuflicient 
to make any efFe£lual oppofition, made propofals to rent the reve- 
nire of this, and the enfuing feafts, from the F'rench, on the fame 
terms as he had hitherto held them from the Englifh government, 
and tendered a fum in hand, which Moracin accepted, and confirmed' 
him in the employment. Then leaving a part of his detachment to 
guard this valuable acquifition, he proceeded on the 1 6th with the 
reft and the troops of Nazeabulla, to Arcot, through the country of 
Bomrauze, who, inftead of oppofing their palTage, paid them a vifit. 

But Abdulwahab, much offended that the management of the pago- 
da, which had fo long been the object of his wifhes, was not granted 
to himfelf, retired with his troops to Chandergherry. Nazeabulla 

and 
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1758. and iMoracin anived at Arcot on the 12th, and leaving their troops, 
Odobai^ there went on to attend Mr. I^ally at Pondicherry. 

I'he deliflance of IMr. Lully from marching aguinft Chinglapct 
after the reduction of Arcot^gave the Prefidency of Madrafs encou-. 
ragement and opportunity to llrengthen that place more effedlually. 
The partizau Murzafiibcg, having, fince the French Ihccefles, no 
employment for the troops he had levied, had brought the beft of 
them, 70 horlh and 200 Sepoys, to Chinglapet, where they were 
t^ken into the Company’s pay ; and on the 30th of OL%ber it was 
tHtermined to increafe the garrifon to 100 Europeans, and 1200 
Siepoys, to fend fevcral pieces of battering cannon, to lay-iii three 
ijonths provifions, and to repair the works. At the fame time 
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his former em- 
^oyment of aid-de-camp to Colonel Lawrence, and Captain Prefton 
was fent to take the command of Chinglapet, w%ich illnefe had 
otliged him to quiti Before his arrival Captain R. Smith had de- 
tached Murzafabeg on the 29th, with four companies of SepojSj 
^id Ibme of the horle, to diflodge a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, 
who had taken poll in the village of Polipore, fituated about two 
miles from the other fide of the Paljar; . Murzafabeg, attacked- them 
at day-break, killed and wounded 20, difperfed the reft, and gathered 
6poftheirmuikets,Vv'hich they bad thrown down in their flight. 

' ; The arrival of a vcflel at Pondicherry on the i8th, from Mau- 
ritius, which brought treafure, together with 100,000 rupees, 
brought by Mr. Moracin from Tripetti, enabled Mr. Lally to put 
the French troops into motion again : and, as the fymptoms of 
t!he rainy fealbn hung back even at the end of the month, parties 
began to aflemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr. 
Lally himfelf came from Pondicherry to Vandiwafh. On the 2cl 
of. November 250 Europeans, 1 00 troopers, with fome black horfe 
and Sepoys, marched from Salawauk, and took poft again at Poli- 
pore, w'here they were joined on the 5th by 400 more Europeans, 
Vith feveral pieces of battering cannon, and a mortar : intelligence 
■ of which came to Madrafs- the next day, a few hours after the 
laft cpnvoy of iupplies had fet out for Chinglapet; and as the 

main- 
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maintenaiice of this place clejiended oh the arrival of thefe fup- 
plies, it v.'as refolved that 1200 Europeans and 1800 Sepojs, by far 
the greateft part of the garrifon of Madrals, fliould immediately take 
the field to cover them ; of \vhich one half, under the command of. 
Lieutenant-colonel Draper, were to advance as far as \^endalore, 
within 10 miles of Chinglajiet; whilft the other, with Colonel Law- 
rence, were to halt at St. 'Fhomas’s mount, ready to fupport Dra- , 
per’s diviiion: they marched on the 7th in the morning; and the 
news ftopped the French troops at Polipore fromcroffing the river, 
and the march of a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the . 
command of Saubinet, both intending to intcrcejit the convoy ; which 
got fare into Chinglapet on the evening of the ninth. Colonel Draper 
continued at Vendalore until the i ith, when he received fome in- 
telligence of the approach of the whole of the enemy’s army, on 
tvhich he marched back with his divifion, and joined that with 
Colonel Lawrence at the mount. 

Every day had proved the good effefts of re-eftablilhing the pof- ' 
fellion of Chinglapet; for, under the protedion of this barrier, the 
country behind, which is more extenlivc than the diftrids protedled 
by Pondomalee and Tripafiour, continued to furnilh Madrafs with, 
daily fupplies of all kinds of [n■o^•iiions and neceffaries, by u'hich 
the flock laid up in floi'e to lufiain the imjiending flege was faved; 

. and to preferve this benefit us long as pofiible, the troops which had 
been fent abroad with Drajicr and Lawrence were ordered to remain-l 
encamped at the Mount until the kill hour which might endanger., 
the fafety of their retreat to the town; after which, tis the befl of. 
external means to protnail the fiege when commenced, it was de- 
termined to have a body of troops in the field diflinft from thofe 
already belonging to the garrilbn, which, if nothing more, were to ;- 
be continually employed in harafling the enemy’s convoys of flores,.- 
and provifions. Accordingly a contract, which had for Ibme months . 
been under difevrffion, was concluded with the agent of Morarirow 
for the fei'vice of 2000 Morattoe horfe, of which 500 were to ar- ' 
rive in 25 days, and thereflin 45; but as no fureties were received, 
t-he punftuality of this afliflance could not be relied on. The pre- 
fidency, therefore, as a furer refource, ordered the commandant Ma- 
VoL. II. 3 B homed 
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- 1758. homed' IfToof to take the held vvith 2000 of their own Sepdys from' 
K^mber, garrifon of 'rrltohinopolv ; and requefted the king of Tanjore 
to join this body vritli 1000 of his liorfe, and the Polygar Tondi- 
man, and e^'en the diftant hlorava^'s, \ritli the befl of their troops;, 
for whom, however, Mahomed iffocjf was not to wait; and, in cafe 
none of thefe allies arrived in time, he was empowered to enlift 500 
good liod'c if to be found in his march. The Nabob flill maintainetl 
-300 horfe, part of whom attended his perlon at St. Thome, aiul- 
the reft were difperfed hi the adjacent diitridls, who on the receipt 
of feme money joined the army at the Mount ; to which all the 
Polycrars to the northward of Madrals M'ere like wife commanded to 
fend their troops; but none came: and the Partizaii Murzafabeg, 
having been refufed an increafe of pay which he demanded in this- 
hour of neceflity, went off in the night with his 70 horfe and fome- 
of his Sepoys, and took fervice with the French army at Conjeveram. 

The troops, of whole approach L.-Colonel Draper hatl received 
intelligence, were 500 irregular Sepays, under the command of an 
active adventurer named Lambeit, iidth part of the hoi'fe levied by 
Rajahfaheb, who had been lent forw ard to plunder .and terrify the 
country. They crofled the Paliar, and on the 1 5th, appeared before. 
Tripaffour, and attacked the pettah, but were rcpulfcd at the hedge 
which furrounds it, with the lofs of 20 men, by the Peons of the 
renter, and the two companies of Sepoys lhationed in the fort. 

But the French army were not in llich readinefs as the Englifh. 
iraasined to commence the lietre of h'ladrafs. AH' the clraug-ht 
bullocks which PondicheiTy had been able to colledi were not fuf- 
ficient to tranfjiort one half of tlie heavy artillery neceffary for the 
attack; and the greateff part of the train, ivith many other ftores, 
had been laden a month before on the Harlem taken from the 
Dutch, which Ihip failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the 
northward on the other fide, when fhe M as to ftretch acrofs again 
and fall in with Mafiilipatara, where fhe was to receive more cannon 
and ftores, and then come down the coaft to Madrafs. The time 
was elapfed in which a well-failing veflel might have made this paf- 
faee, and without news of the Harlem ; and on this difappointment 

Mr. LaMy 
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Irlr. Lally ordered another Pore of artillerv, v/hicli had been de- 1758. 
l-^ofited at Alamparva, to be fliipped on two frigates, the Diligence 
and the jiixpedition, w'hich a. ore in the road of Fondiclierrv, but 
laden for otlier '^an-ages ; lb that it would require a month before 
they ccwld get this artillery on board, and work u]) againft the wiird 
and curient to hhadrafi. However, the French army might have 
arlvanccd many days before, if they had not been in i\'ant of many 
other articles, whicl), although of much more minute detail, .were 
equally of abl'olute nccchity. As ibon as thele were fupplied, the 
lir/l: diviiion moved from Conjeveram on the 19th; but Mr. Lally 
'being very ill, had detained the rclerve until the 2 2d, w'hen the' 
great body of the morilbon rain fell \v ith the utmoft violence, and 
Jafted without intermiffion for tliree days: the troops abroad, warned 
by the flcy, were on their march back to Conjeveram w'hen the rain 
began, but ncverthelels gained their way with much difficulty and 
diltrefs, and after it had ccafccl, the lurface of the country continued 
ijnpaflable for fevcral cla}’S. 

Whilft the coliccfted force of both nations in the Carnatic were 
thus waitingthe impending conflidl:, each were equally folicitous con- 
cerning the fuccefs of the armament lent from Bengal into the north- 
ern provinces. Mr. Juhnflone, who had been lent from Calcutta to 
concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the 
1 2th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah’s officers 
there immediately put him in pofleflion, as the Company’s repre- 
I'entative. The Rajah hiinfelf was encamped wdth his forces at Cof- 
fimeotah, a fort 20 miles to the -weft of Vizagapatam, and 1 5 inland 
from the lea. His letter to Mr. Johnllone exprelTed much latif. 
fadlion that the Englilli troops were coming, but ligniliecl his in- 
tention not to furnilh any money 'towards their expences. Tem- 
peftuous weather from the fouth delayed the arrival of the Ihjps and 
velTels with Colonel Forcle until the 20th of O6tober. As loon 'as 


the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s Ihips were lent 
back to Bengal; but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two Hoops, 
remained to attend the progrefs of the expedition. The troops moved 
from Vizagapatam on the iR of November, and on the third joined 
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tlie Rajah and his army at Coflimcotah, from \^'hence it was deter- 
mined to march againfl Rajahmundi-um, where Mr. Conflans had 
colJec'ted the French troops from all parts, and they were already 
advancing to attack the Rajah; but, on hearing that the Englifh 
troops were in motion to join him, they halted and encamped. 

Mr. Johnftone had difpatched the fioop in which he came, with 
advices to Madrafs of his reception at Vizagapatam; on which they 
immediately fent away Mr. Andrews, with levcral alfiftants, to re- 
eftablhli the fadlorv under their own authoritv, on which the fettle- 
ment had always been dependent ; Thev likewilc fent Captain Cal- 
lendar, an oiheer on the Madrafs eftablilhment, to a6t as ieCond 
tinder Colonel Forde. The veffel which brought them arrived at Vi- 
zagapatam on the aift of November; and Andrews with Callendar 
immediately went to the camp, which, by long halts and fliort 
marches, had not yet advanced 30 miles beyond Colhmcotah. Various 
excules were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay; but the 
real caufe was his repugnance to furnifli the money which Colonel 
Forde demanded, who was not a -little offended at his evafions. Mr» 
Andrews, who, having been chief of Madapollam, had long been 
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufled their differences by a treaty, 
which ftipulated, “ that all plunder flioukl be equally divided ; that 
“ all the countries which might be conquered fliould be delivered 
“ to the Rajah, who was to collefl the revenues; but that the fea- 
“ ports and towns at the mouths of the rivers fliould belong to the 
“ cbmpany, with the revenues of the diftrifts annexed to them ; that 
“ no treaty for the difpofal or reftitution, whether of the Rajah’s or 
“ the Englifli poffeflions, fliould be made without the confeiit of 
“ both parties; that the Rajah fliould fupply 50,000 rapees a month 
“ for the expences of the army, and 6000, to commence from their 
“ arrival at Vizagapatam, for the particular expences of the officers.” 
He held out likewife other propofals of future alliance, which he had 
not yet authority to ratify. 

The united forces now moved in earnefl:, and on the 3d of De- 
cember came in fight of the enemy, who were encamped 40 miles on 
tlus fide of Rajahmuiidrum, in a flirong fituation which commanded 

the 
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the higEi road, near a village called Gallapool, and in fight of a fort 1758. 
called Peddiporc. They had 500 Europeans, many more pieces of 
cannon than they could ule at once, a great number of the troops 
of the country, of which 500 were horfe, and 6000 Sepoys. Of the 
Englifii foi ce embarked from Bengal, only 30 Europeans and a few 
Sepovs were wanting, who had been left fick at Vizagapatam ; fi> 
that tlierc were in the field 470 Europeans, and 1900 Sepoys. The 
Rajah had 500 paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, fome with aukward fire- 
arms, the reft with pikes and bows : but he had colledled 40 Euro- 
peans, who managed four field-pieces under the command of Mr, 

Briftol; befides which his own troops had Ibme ufelels cannon. On 
the 6th, the Englifii and the Rajah’s army advanced and took pof- 
feflion of a villa(re called Chambole, on the high road likewife- 
within four miles of the enemv, when each deemed the fituation of 
the other too ftrong to be attacked: on which Colonel Forde, as the 
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general adfion, re- 
folved to march round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their 
rear, by pafling under the hills to their left, where the enemy could 
not derive much advantage from their horfe. The Rajah approved f 
and on the 9th, at four in the morning, the Englifii troops were 
in motion ; but the Rajah’s with their ufual indolence not prepared 
to march. Near the foot of the hills, about three miles to the right 
of the village of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gain 
which, the Englifii troops having filed from the right, w'ere in 
march, when, at day-break, they heard a flrong cannonade towards 
the Rajah’s camp. It was from 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans, igno- 
rant of Colonel Forde’s march, had lent on in the night, under the 
guidance of an intelligent deferter, who had noticed a Ipot that bore 
upon the camp ; and Mr. Conflans was follov/ing to lupport them with 
his whole army and the reft of his field-artillery. The Rajah lent 
meflages after meftages, which met the Englifii troops returning to his 
relief; and his own, quickened by the danger, were removing asfaft. - 
as they could out of the reach of it ; and having, in much confufion,, 
joined the Englifii, continued marching on with them to the village 
of Condore, where all arrived at eight o’clock. The enemy, although 

from 
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fi'oin Ions: cliiTaiice'., conlitiucd to cannonade VtliiiiL anv^of the 
Englitla or the Uajah’s troojH remained within probable rcttch. 

'"When arrived at the village of Condorc, the aiuiy vat j nil as far 
as before from the French encanijimcnt at Gallapolc, bnt willi better 
ground between, and ^i!lage mulwav, vehich v. edd atford a ftrong 
advanced port. h!r. Cotrll-in ; imagined that th'‘ JhtgUni troops had 
jnarched from their encampment to Condorc, in order fiom hence 
to take poffcllijn of this village, and in this iicilliafion croifed the 
plain to prevent them, with his whole army, and fuccecdcd in his 
wilh without interruption ; for Colonel Fordc remained halting at 
Condore, to resolute his future motions hv the eiiemv’s. Mr. Con- 
flans imputed this iuaflion to a eonfeioufnefs of infcrioiity, and now 
imagined that the EnshlTi intended to march back to their encamp- 
ment at Chambolc, to prevent which, he formed his line, and ad- 
v'anced in much hulle, and little order. 

The 'French battalion of Europeans was in the centre of the line, 
with 13 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfe, 300, were on 
tiie left of the battalion ; 3000 Scpo\ s formed the right wing, and 
the fame number the left, and ss’ith each wing were five or fix 
pieces of cumbrous cannon. The Englilli aiany drew irp with 
their Europeans in the centre, rlie fix field-pieces divided on 
• their flanks; the x 3 oo Seposs were likewife equally divided on 
the wings. Colonel Foide placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in- 
fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on 
each flank of the Sepoys : all this rabble kept behind, but the rene- 
gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field-pieces 
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divilion of 
artillery on the left of the Englilh battalion. I’he line having had 
time, were in exaft order, and had advanced a mile in front of the 
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from 
all their guns. At length the impetuofity of the enemy’s approach, 
who came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englilh line 
to halt for aftion ; and it chanced that the whole of their bat- 
talion flopped near and oppofite to a field of Indian corn, u'hich 
.was grown fo tall that it entirely intercepted them from the enemy; 

but 
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but th^ Sepovs on the wings were free in the plain on each hand. 175s* 
For what realbn is not known, Colonel Fordo had ordered his Sepovs 
to furl their colouis, which, belides the principal flag, aie feveial 
fmall banners to a company, and to let them lay on the ground 
during the adlion. 

The Sepo}s and horle of the enemj-’s wings gr-^atly outflretched 
the winscs of the Englilh line, and came on each in a curve to 
gain theii flanks ; the French battalion in the centre, inftead of ad- 
V ancing parallel to where by tbe wings thev might judge the centre 
of the Englilh line would be, inclined obliquely to the, right, which 
brought them beyond the field of Indian corn, oppofitc to the Englifli 
Sepo}s on the left wing; whom from their led jackets, and the 
w'ant of their ufiial banners, they from the fiifl; approach mifliook 
for the Finglifii battalion ; refpecling them as fuch, they halted to 
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in 
platoons advancing, but at the diflance of 200 vards. N e\ erthclefs, 
this w'as fufficient ; foi the Sepoy s, Iceing thcmlch es attacked w ith- 
out cover by Europeans in front, and the horfc and multitude of the 
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming dowm on their flank, 
fcarcely preferved courage to give their fiie, hurried, fcattered, and 
without command ; and then immediately broke, and ran away to 
Ihelter themfeh es in the \ illage of Chambole, and were followed by the 
nearefl: of.the enemy’s horfc. This fuccefs was greater than even the 
confidence of the enemy expelled; and fcveral j'datoons of the French 
battalion were lotting olf to purfue them likcwifc, when they faw a 
line of men with fliouldcrcd arms march.ing fail and firm fioni be- 
hind the field of h. !ian corn aciols their way, to occupy the ground 
W'hich the Sepoys had abandoned. 

Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their flight, en- 
couraging them to refolution ; but faw, by the ufiial fymptoms of 
trepidation, that they would not lland tbe fhock, which prepared 
him to order the judicious movement, which the- officers were -now 
performing with fo much ftcadinefs and fpirit. Captain Adnet 
commanding on the left, led the line, and as fooii as the lafl: files 
w'^ere got clear of the corn, the wwd was given, when the whole 
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halted, and faced at once, in full front of the enemy. This motion 
was quickly executed ; for the foremoft man had not more than 300 
yards to march, and the field-pieces were left behind. During this 
fliort interval, the F rench battalion were endeavouring with much 
buftle to get into order again; for tome of their platoons had advanced 
a confiderable diftance before others; and thus the fire of the Englifli 
line commenced before the enemy’s was ready ; it was given in di- 
vifions, that is, the whole battalion divided into five, and began from 
Captain Adnet’s on the left, which was within piftolfhot, and brought 
down half the enemy’s grenadiers; the fire ran on, and before the time 
came for Adnet’s divifion to repeat theirs, the whole of the enemy’s 
line were in confufion, and went about running faft to regain their 
guns, ^vhich they had left half a mile behind them on the jjlain. 

The ardour of the Englhh battalion to purfue was lo great, that 
Colonel Forde judged it befi: to indulge it in the inftant, although 
not certain of the fuccels of the Sepoys on the right, but concluding 
that the enemy’s Sepoys who were to attack them, would not con- 
tinue long, if they law their Europeans completely routed. The 
order was given for the battalion to march on in following divifions, 
the left leading. Nothing could reprefs their eagernefs. All inarched 
too faft to keep their rank, excepting the fourth divifion commanded 
by Captain Yorke, who to have a referve for the whole battalion, if 
broken, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuofity, obliged his 
men to advance in ftrict order. The French battalion rallied at their 
guns, which were 13 in number, fpread in difl'erent brigades, or fets 
as they chanced to ftand when left by .the troops advancing to the 
a 61 ion. This artillery began to fire as foon as the ground was clear 
of their own troops, and killed fome men, which only quickened 
:.the approach of the divifions to dole in with the guns, of which 
fevjeral fired, when the firft divifion was within piftol Ihot, and Adnet 
•fell mortally wounded ; but his men rulhing on drove - the enemy 
from the guns they attacked, and the other divifions following witli 
-the fame fpirit, obliged them to abandon all the others. 

The day, if not completely viftorious, was at leaft fecured 
from reverfe by the pofleflion of all the enemy’s field artillery fit 

for 
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for quick firing ; but their camp, to which they were retiring, ftill ,^ 7 5 ^, 
remained to be attacked; and Colonel Forde halted until joined by Dccv-mbcr. 
his Sepo\s, and, if thev wouhl come, by the Rajah’s troops. 

The Se{uws and horie of llie enemy’s right wing v.'cre in their turn 
panic-tlruck by the fire of the Eugliih l>attalioi\ routing their own, 
and all turned to gain the rear of the guns, keeping aloof to the left 
of the Fu^lith divifions ; and then uciit ofl' again with the French 
battalion to the camp, 'riieir left wing of Sepo}s behaved better, 
advancing to the ufe of muiketrv againll the Fnglifii Sepoys ot cl'.e 
left, with vi'hom the battalion, u'hcn filing off to oppofe the French, 
left the three field-pieces of their right ; and the Sepoys, encou- 
raged by this afliffance, the ardour of the Europeans marching oil, 
and the fjiirit of their own commander Captain Knox, maintained 
their ground, facing and firing in various directions behind the 
banks of the rice fields, in which they had dravv a u]). 7'he enemy’s 
wing neverthelefs continued the diffant fire, until they faw their 
battalion of Europeans quitting their guns, and the Sepoy^^id horfe 
of the right retreating with them to the camp ; when thej%ent off 
likewife; ftretchiiig round to the left of the Englifh battalion halting 
at the guns, and keeping out of their reach. Captain Knox then ad- 
vanced to join the battalion with his own Sepoys, and the fix field- 
pieces, and had colleiled mofl of the fugitives of the other wing. Mef- 
fages had been continually fent to the Rajah’s horfe to advance, but • 
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the fhclter of a large tank, at 
this time dry, in which they, his foot, and himfelf in the midfi: of 
them, had remained covi'ering from the beginning of the aftion. 

As fbon as the Sepoys joined, and all the neceffary difpolitions 
were made, which took an hour, Colonel Forde advajiced to at- 
tack the enemy’s camp ; but, not to retard the march, left, 
the field-pieces to follow. A deep hollow way jjaffed along the 
Ikirt of the camp, behind which appeared a confidcrable number of 
Europeans regularly drawn up, as if to defend the paffage of the 
hollow way, and feveral fliot were fired from heavy cannon jilantcd 
to defend the approach. Juft as the Englifh troops came near, and 
the firft divifiou of the Europeans ftept out to give their fire, the 
VoL. II. 3 C field- 
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field-pieces were arrived within fliot ; on which all the enemy went 
to the right-about, abandoned their camp, and retreated, fecmingly 
every man as he lifted, in the utmoft confuiion ; but the Englifli 
battalion crofting after them, many threw down their arms, and 
furrendered themlelves prifoners. Mr. Conflans had previoufly lent 
away four of the Imalleft field-pieces ; and the money of the mi- 
litary cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. The {j3oil of the 
field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft of which were 
bral's; 50 tumbrels, and other carriages laden with ammunition; 
ieven mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a large provifion 
of (hells; 1000 draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French, 
battalion. Three of their olEcers were killed in the field, and 
three died of their wounds the fame evening ; 70 of their rank 
and file were likewife killed, or mortally wounded : fix officers and 
50 rank and file were taken prifoners, and the fame number of 
wounded were ftippofed to have efcaped. Of the Englifh battalion, 
Captain Adnet and 15 rank and file, were killed; Mr. Maeguire, the 
pay-mafter, and Mr. Johnftone, the commiflary, who joined the 
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded ; 
the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No viftory could be 
more complete. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army, 
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundrum- before 
midnight, although the diftance is 40 miles from the field on which 
the battle was loft ; the troops took various routs, but moft of them 
towards Rajahmundrum. 

The cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable of fighting, 
were very aflive as fcouts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con- 
currence of their reports determined Colonel Forde to fend forward 
500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firfl: battalion of 
thefe troops, under the command of Captain Knox. They were in 
march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re- 
ceived that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fbme of their black 
fugitives, had flopped, at Rajahmundrum ; on which 1000 more 
Sepoys were fent to join thofe with Captain Knox ; and the whole, 
now 1 500, arrived there at break of day on the loth. 


This 
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This*city, the capital of the province, is fituated on the eaftern bank 
of the Godaveri, 40 miles from the fea. In the middle of the town, 
and near the river, Hands a large fort, with mud walls of little dcr 
fence. The French troops, having loft all their heft cannon, would 
not truft to thofe in the fort, and report had reprefented the Englifli 
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full purfuit ; and 
in this perftialion they had begun to crofs the river at midnights 
Fifteen Europeans, with all the ftores, baggage, and bullocks, which 
had efcaped from the battle, had not yet embarked, and were imme- 
diately feized ; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was in the 
ftream ; and four fmall field-pieces, with a thirteen-inch mortar of 
brafs taken out of the fort, had juft reached the other fhore when 
the Englifh Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well with 
their mulkets as from the cannon of the fort, upon the boat and the 
oppofite fhore, which deterred the enemy from carrying off the field- 
pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them ; and a party of 
Sepoys croffing the river in boats, brought them back the fame clay 
without moleftation : a large quantity of ammunition and military 
ftores, laid up for the French army, was taken in the fort. 

Colonel Forde, with the reft of the Englifh forces, arrived at Ra- 
jahmundrum the next day; but the Rajah, with his, remained at 
Peddipoor, performing the ceremony of burying ’the few of his people 
which had chanced to be killed by the ftraggling fhot of the fight. 
The Hardwicke, and the two Hoops, were at anchor on the coaft fome 
leagues above the field of battle, which is about lo miles from the 
fea ; and the day after the victory they failed to cruize on the enemy’s 
veffels between Maftilipatam and their fadtories on the Godaveri : 
and a few days after the fhip Thames was difpatched from Vizaga- 
patam, fully laden with provifions, to Madrafs. 

The delay of every day which had retarded Mr. Lally from ad- 
vancing againft Madrafs was an advantage gained ; Captain Jofeph 
Smith commanding in Tritchinopoly, as foon as he received the 
orders of the Prefidency, equipped 2000 Sepoys from his garrifon, 
and delivered them, with two fmall field-pieces, to the command of 
Mahomed Iffoof, who crofted the Coleroon with this force on the 
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1758, 2ift of November, without waiting for the'troops of the allies, 
Dcc^iW. whofc aflilhince the Prelidcacy had requeued. The polvgar Tondi- 
m:ui gave ailhrances, and was really colletiiiig fomc, but the JNIo- 
ra\x'r had returned no anfwer, and the king of Tanjore had expref- 
fcd himtelf- in fuch equivocal terms, that the Prefidency refolvexl to 
lead Major, Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince 
him of the impolicy of his indifference : accordingly this officer 
embarked on the 30th in a common malToolah, intending to land 
at Tranquebar. 

The French army moved again from Conjc^■eram on the 29th of 
November, advancing on the high road towards Madrafs: but a 
large detachment, under the command of Mr. Soupire, proceeded along 
the bank of the Paliar, with orders to halt betw'een the river and 
ChinglajDct. On the fame day the partizan Lambert, with his troops 
and two fmall field-irieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which 
the Enfign, Cfow’ley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the 
fort with the lofs of 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded, 
and two of their I'erjeants, Europeans, were made prifeners. On the 
4th of December, hlr. Lally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in 
perfon, within mulket-lhot ; and, contrary to the found rules of war, 
and perhaps his own convidtion, determined to leave it in his rear. 
On the 7th, the wdiole army halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert’s 
party appeared in fight of the Mount, where the Englilh army had 
been reinforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all 
that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery : 300 had been 
polled, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapet or 
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St. 
Thome ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party, 
thefe troops were fent back to the towm, and the fame number were 
detached to fupply their place from the camp ; for Colonel Lawrence 
had no intention to rilk a general adlion. In the afternoon of the 9 th, 
a confiderable body of the enemy appeared in fight of the Mount ; 
but Mr. Lally had left his camp Handing at V endaloor, of which 
Colonel Lawrence received intelligence, and regarded this ^)pear- 
ance of not moving far from it, as a feint to cover the intention of 

a forced 
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a forced march in the night, higher up, acrofs the river of St. 1 758. 
Thome, which might bring the French army before morning be- December, 
tween the Englifh camji and Madrafs, and cut off their retreat to 
the town; he thcicfore immediately ftrack his tents, and marched 
back with the whole army to the Choultry ])lain. 

The ground fo called commenceth about 2000 yards fbuth-weft of 
the white town of Madrafs, or Fort St. George, from which it is 
feparated by two rivers. The one, called the ri\'er of Triplicanej 
winding from the weft, gains the fea about a thoufancl yards to the 
fbuth of the glacis. The other coming from the north-weft, pafleth 
near the weftern fide of the black town, the extrettiity of which is 
high ground, which the river rounds, and continues to the eaft^ 
until within 100 yards of the fea, \vhere it waftieth the foot of the 
glacis, and then turning to the Ibuth continueth parallel with the 
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the river of Triplicane. 

From the turning of the river at the high ground, a canal, ftriking 
to the fouth, communicates with the river of Triplicane. The 
low ground included by the channels of the two rivers and the ca- 
nal, is called the ifland, which is about 3000 yards in circumfe- 
rence. 1 200 yards from the ftrand of the fea is a lon^ bridsce 
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leading from the ifland over the Triplicane river, to a road which 
continues Ibuth to the town of St. Thome. Another bridge over 
the canal, leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village 
called Egmore, from which this bridge takes its name. Coming 
from the fouth or weft, thefe two bridges afford the only conveniervt 
accefs to the fort or white town, excepting another along the ftrand 
of the fea, when the bar of the Triplicane river is choked with land. 

All the ground between the St. Thome road and the fea is filled 
with villages and enclofures ; and fo is that on the left, for half 
a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road and feveral 
fmaller paflages lead through them to the St. Thome Road. 

It was neither the intention of the Prefidcncy, nor of Colonel ■ 

Lawrence himfelf, to rilk the army on the Choultry plain, more 
than they had at the Mount; for a defeat in the field was the certain 
lofs of Madrafs, as the enemy in their ftiperiority had 300 European 

horfe,.. 
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horie, excellently mounted and difciplined; the greateft number 
which had hitherto appeared together in India. The intention 
was to gain time, for every day was precious; and not to dili^irit 
the troops, who were to fuftain the impending hege, and might 
have made finifter reflexions if they had been haftily led back with- 
in the walls, before their own undcrflandings were convinced of the 
neceffity. The ground and the advantages which were taken of it 
by Colonel Lawrence, fecured their retreat, when it Ihould become 
neceflary. 

The Choultry plain extends two miles to the weft of the enclo- 
fures which bound the St. Thome road, and terminates on the 
other fide at a large body of water called the Meliapore Tank, 
behind which runs with deep windings, the Triplicane river- 
The road from the Mount pafles two miles and a half under the 
:mound of the tank, and at its iflue into the Choultry plain, was a 
kind of defile, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings 
with thick enclofures on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating 
•from the Mount, halted and remained during that and the next day, 
which was the i oth, oppofite to this defile. On the 1 1 th he cut 
through the mound of the tank, which fwamped the whole length 
of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity of the plain, 
clofe to the enclofures neareftthe Triplicane river. In this fitua- 
tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading acrofs the plain to 
that part of the enclofiires through which this road continues to that 
of St. Thome, which from the junXion continues ftraight to the 
bridge of Triplicane. Three companies of Sepoys were advanced in 
front on the left, to a choultry ftanding at the Ikirt of the plain, 
where the road enters the enclofures. 

The French army remained at the Mount during the nth, but 
inarched before day-break on the 12th; and at fun- rife all their Eu- 
ropean cavalry, having taken a circuit to the fouth of the plain, ap- 
peared at the choultry fo unexpeXedly, that the Sepoys fcarcely 
ftaid to give their firft fire, and ran into the enclofures on their left, 
through which they gained the main body. The cavalry, thinking 
therafelves fecured by a fmall grove, which was in the rear of the 
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chouitsy, drew up in the front of it, but were immediately annoyed by 1 758. 

the advanced field-pieces ; of which, leveral fhot made way through 
the trees and killed three troopers; on which, all gallopped away to 
the St. Thome road, inte'nding, it Ihould leem, to pulh to Tripheane- 
bridge, and then either continue on the ifland, or advance along thtr 
ftrand of the river in the rear of the Englilh army ; but oppofite to the 
governor’s garden, 500 yards from the bridge, they found the road 
ftockaded acrofs, as well as the lane on the left, along the garden- wall, 
by which they might likewife have come round ; and in thefe two 
ports were three companies of Sepoys, wnth two guns ; and the St. 

Thome road, for a long way, had no other iffue to the left. The 
firrt fire from the rtockades drove the ca^^iy up the road until out 
of reach. 

Mean while the main body of the French army appeared ififu- 
ing from along the mound of the Meliapore tank, and advanced 
along the road, which was here betM^een an avenue of trees, 
cannonading at intervals from Ibme of their field -pieces : they 
were anfwered without intermiffion by fix from the Englirti line, 
until their van were half through tlie avenue, and within 1000 
yards,, when Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. The line 
marched off their ground by the right, and parting a village called 
Chindadrapettah, crofled the river of Triplicane, where it was for- 
dable without difficulty ; they then continued round two or three - 
hamlets to the Egmore bridge, which leads over the canal into the .. 

Ifland- Here they halted fome time to receive a guard of 30 Eurojjeans 
ported in a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the powder-mill of 
the garrifbn. As foon as this party joined, the whole army crofled . 
the bridge, and. after Ibme detachments of Europeans and Sepoys had 
been draughted and fent to defend- the pafles of. the black town, .. 
the rert of the army marched into the fort. Mr. Lally gave no in- 
terruption to the retreat, probably becaufe he fufpedled fome rtrata- 
gems. Three Europeans were killed in . the cannonade, but the . 

French lort lo, and as many wounded.. 

At the fame’ time that the main body of the French army were 
advancing to the Choultry plain,. their irregular Sepoys with Lam- - 

bert . 
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1758. .bfi't had proceeded along the fbuth fide of the San Thome river, in 
order to attack a redoubt fituated on the fide of it near the fca. 
The guard M’as only one company of Sepoys, who, getting ifitelli- 
gence in time, retreated along the beach and arrived lafe in the 
garrilon. 

As ibo'n as Colonel Lawrence came into tlie fojt, the council of 
the Prefidencr affembled, and bv an unanimous vote committed tiie 
defence of the fiege to the governor Mr. Pigot, recommending to him 
to confult Colonel Lawrence on all occalions, and on extraordinaiy 
emergencies to affemble a council of the fuperior officers of the gar- 
rifon. The French army immediately encamped on the ground which 
the Englifh had quitted, but lent a detachment acrofs the Tripli- 
cane river, which took poll in the redoubt at Egmore. 

As the French army were advancing from the Mount, 300 Euro- 
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been feat off under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Murphy, againll Pondamalee. They 
arrived at noon, and Murjihy fummoned Enfign Cro^^’ley, with 
threats, as refiffing in an untenable poll, although the fort Avas of 
ffone, and furrounded by a wet ditch. On Crowdey’s refufal, the 
-twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 of the 
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage 
had been done to the wall ; but the Sepoys within, expedling nei- 
ther fuccour nor quarter, began to waver ; on which, Crowley 
marched with them out of the fort in deep filence at midnight, and 
paffing where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got 
out of reach before they were ready to purflie ; and, knowing the 
•country, came in the next morning by the north of the black town. 
The number was 500, in five companies, of which three were the 
■garrifon of Ponda,malee, and two had retreated hither from the fort 
of Tripaflbre. 

Their arrival brought in the laft of the troops, ftationed in cliflant 
out -polls, and completed the force with which Madtafs was to fuf- 
tain the fiege. The roll of the European military, including the 
officers with 64 topaflfesjand 89 coffrees incorporated in the compa- 
nies. 
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nies, amotinted to 1758 men. The Sepoj-s were 2220. Of the 1758. 
Europeans 34 were troopers mounted. The Nabob’s horfe were 
300 ; but, from experience, very little fervice v.’as expected from 
them. The European inhabitants not military were 150 men, 
and they were appropriated without diftiiidlion to ferve out ftores 
and provifions to the garriiijn. The native boatmen, who alone 
can ply acrofs the lurf, had been retained by fpecial encourage- 
ments, and their huts, wdth their malToolas or boats, extended 
under the wall next the fea, where it was fuppofed not a (hot 
was likely to fall. The Nabob, wdth his family and attendants, 
had come into the fort on the day that the army retreated from the 
Mount ; but although lodged in one of the belt houles, were much 
ftraiteiied for \vant of the room and conveniences to which they had 
been accuftomed. 

The French army continued on the other fide of the Triplicane 
river during the day they arrived from the Mount, and all the next ; 
but at two in the morning of the 1 4th were in motion, and having 
pafled the river wdiere the Englilh had croffed, proceeded at the back 
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, which is about a mile to the 
north- weft of that poft, and from whence a good road leads nearly 
weft to the northern part of the black towm. Parts of the ancient 
bound hedge, and the ruins of lome guard-houfes, ftill remained 
along the north and weft fides of the black town; and, with 
the channel of the nortliern river, rendered the greateft part of the 
weftern fide very dcfenfible ; but on the fide facing the north, were 
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The army, having advanced 
to ^e ford acrofs which the road from Viparee leads into the town, 
fired their field-pieces before them, which the guards returned 
with their mulketry, but the Sepoys only with one fire, and then 
ran away. The Europeans, neverthelels, defended the ford, lyid 
feveral other acceffes on either hand, until they perceived that feve- 
ral parties of the enemy had entered on the north fide ; when all 
retreated as faft as they could to the fort, and none were inter- 
cepted. In the ikirmifties, three of them had been killed ; but of the 
enemy; eleven. 'Soon after, the whole of the French army ap- 
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1758. peared in the fouthern parts of the town, where the ftreets opened 
elplanade of the fort. The regiment of Lally took up 
their quarters near the beach of the fea. Lorrain, with the batta- 
lion of India, on the rifiag ground to the weft ; b\it both be-^ 
hind buildings which fcreened them from the fire of the 
ramparts. A multitude of the natives,, with the uftial defpon- 
dency of their charadler, had remained in their laabitations until the 
laft hour, and now came pouring upon the glacis, imploring admit- 
tance into the covered way, but were refufed, and advifed, to make 
their efcape as well as they could ia the night ; feveral fpies and 
two or three defeiters came mingled amongft them, who reported 
that the French trooi^s were all employed in ranfacking the houfes, 
and that they had difcovered feveral warehoufes filled with arrack, 
with which moft of them had already got drunk ; and fuch as were 
perceived, frona the town, appeared ftaggering under their loads and 
liquor ; on which it. was refolved to make a ftrong fally before they 
fhould have time to recover themfelves.. 

Five hundred of the beft men were draughted, and given to the 
command of Lieutenant-colonel Draper,, who fuggefted the defign,; 
and 100 with Major Brereton were to follow a little, while after, as 
'a covering party.. At eleven o’clock Draper’s detachment marched 
out of the weftern ravelin ; two companies of grenadiers led the 
line, but the two field-pieces were in the rear.. Their way was firftj 
300 yards ftraight on to the weft, where, a bridge croffes a ftagnated 
arm of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch of the fort; 
T his bridge gives accefs to aiid from the black town by the afeent 
• of the rifing ground, and is laid pointing to the N. w. the afeent 
begins alraoft as fbon as you have crofted the bridge, and the road 
to the top continues about 300 yards in that direftion, Vv'hen 
it tiirns into a long ftreet of Indian houfes, v hich runs nearly north 
and Ibuth, and is crofted by feveral others on either hand. Such 
was the negligence and fecurity of the French army, that they did 
not perceive the approach of the detachment until apprized by a 
miftake of the Englifh drummers, moft of whom being black boys, 
began to beat the grenadiers march as foon as they entered the ftreet : 

on 
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on which the whole line from one end to the other fetup their huzza; ^ 758. 
but even on this warning the enemy did not look out with lufficient 
attention to be certified in which ftreet the detachment was advancing, 
but drcAV up at the head of another, which ran parallel to it, about 
100 yards on the left; in which they advanced 2 or 3 platoons 
about 50 yards lower down, at the opening of a crofs-ftreet which 
gave a hraight communication between the two : the Englilh troops 
marching on did not receive a fliot until they came oppofite to this ad- 
vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the diftance 
was point blank: the firil of the line returned the fire, but being the 
company of grenadiers halted no longer than this operation, and 
then proceeded; for Draper, knowing how near, and where the 
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not flop the line, but 
ftationed two platoons from the fiicceeding companies to continue 
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the ftreet. 

He at the fame time ordered the two field-pieces to advance from the 
rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files oj^cned to 
the right and left to let them pafs; but before they were brought 
up, the grenadiers and fome more had 2>tiftied on to the head 
of the long ftreet, in which they were marching. This was 
terminated by another much broader that crofted it, coming on the 
right from the efplanade of the fort to the'eaft, ahd continued 100 
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, where the 
crofs-ftrect turned to the north and then again to the weft. In tliat 
part of the crofs-ftreet to the left appeared the regiment of Lorrain, 
with four field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the 
ftreet in which they had pofted their advanced guard, and were ex- 
pefting the Englifh troops ; to \vhom in this pofition they prefented 
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, in the continuation of the 
ftreet, after it has turned to the north, the battalion of India, which . 
comprifed the troojis belonging to the French company, w'cre af- 
fembling. Not a moment was loft in taking the advantage; the 
grenadiers, and as many more as the breadth of the ftreet, u^hicli 
was here 50 yards, would admit, faced and fired; but had ftarcely 
time to give a fecond, before the two field-pieces came up. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet where the Englilh troojjs had faced, and in 

3^2 front 
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front of their left, almoft adjoining to the long ftreet they had 
paflcd thrc-jgh, lay the ruins of a demoliflied houlc, A\ hich fpread 
more tliaii half-way over the crofs-ftreet, and although not high 
enough to prevent a fingle rank of mulketry from firing over the. 
rubbifh, did not admit the field-pieces, which were therefore drawn 
u]) to the right of the rubbifli, and the troops which had ftood 
there made room for them, by crowding along the adjoining w'alls 
on that fide of the crofs-ftrect. Thcfe alterations created fome con- 
fulion ; for they r\’ere made w'ith much hurry from the ardour . of 
fettiirg the field-pieces to work;, which did not difappoint the expec- 
tation, but firing ■with grajic knocked down numbers. Lorraiii 
fcarcely flood a minute before all the men ran iirto the oppofite 
houfes; and all the officers could do was to turn the field-pieces, 
which the gunners likewife abandoned after the very firfl difcharge. 
Draper Immediately commanded his owm firing to ceafe, and the 
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and 
fired a piflol, but without effedl, at an officer who remained by them,, 
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to flirrender 
himfelf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol- 
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame inflant, many of the 
French foldiers, encouraged by the ccafing of the Englifh fire, and 
the backw-ardnefs of the men to advance wdth Draper, gathered 
again in the flreet, and began to fire; by Avhich two of the grena:- 
diers were killed, and the other two w^ounded before they got 
back to their owm men, and Draper returned with them. Now the 
field-pieces and mufketry on both fides commenced the hottefl fire; 
but with encreafing havock from the enemy, whofe numbers were 
augmented every moment by the battalion of India ; and many of 
the Englifh foldiers began in their turn to take fhelter in the nearefl 
houfes and enclofures. Neverthelefs, the brunt of this fight con- 
tinued 20 minutes, Avhen Draper convinced that no fiiccefs ■u'as to 
be expedled, and that the arrival of Daily’s regiment from the fea- 
fide might cut off the whole detachment, ordered the retreat ; but 
not a fingle drummer was found to beat it. The grenadiers of the 
Company’s troops, not having room to be employed in the crofs- 
9 flreet 
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ftreet occupied by other platoons and the field-pieces, had gone into a 1 758. 
large encloiure on the fide of the ftreet oppofite to the rubbilh ; and 
as well as the others who had taken ftielter in hoiiles on the right 
were not apprized of the retreat : all who were marched huddled to- 
gether down the crofs-ftreet, which opened in lefs than 300 yards 
upon the elplanade, and under the prote 61 ion of the guns of the fort ; 
but the enemy follow edfo clofe, and their fire both of cannon and muf- 
ketry became fo fuperior, that the two field-pieces in the rear of the 
detachment were abandoned ; and the enemy’s divifions had advanced 
to the enclofure in which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they 
had thought of marching out. They were offered quarter, which they 
accepted, becaufe they could make no effeftual relif lance, although 
they were eighty, the prime men of the garrifon. During the fight 
in the weflern part of the black town, the regiment of Lally towards 
the fea were with much difficulty got under arms by Mr. Bufly; for 
moil of the common men were reeling drunk. riowe\ er, they had* 
advanced, fheltered by houfes from the fire of the fort, until they came 
within 300 yards of the ftreet in which the Englifli were retreating, 
and arrived there juft as the line were coming out of it upon the ei- 
planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the 
fort ; the fear of- which, and the miftruft of their intoxicated men, 
deterred the officers from leading them on to the fair attack before 
them ; and they only fired random mufketry, and from two field- 
pieces ill-pointed at Draper’s line, who, as loon as out of the ftreet, 
turned Ihort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower ground under 
the houfes which Ikirted the weft face of the elplanade, until they 
came oppofite to the north-weft tingle of the glacis, and met in the 
way the covering party with Major Brereton, which had advanced 
and was waiting for them in good order : the nearer the line came to 
,the fort, the greater became their hurry to get into it, for many ran 
over the glacis ; but all the officers, with as many men as they could 
keep together, marched in order to the entrance on the eaftern face 
. of the north ravelin. No officer, excepting Lieutenant Billock, was 
kilipd on the fpot ; but Major Polifer, Captain Hume, and Enfign 

Chace,. 
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175S. Chace, were mortally wounded : Polier came into the fort, but the 
Dumber were taken. Captain Pafcall and Lieutenant Elliot were 

Ihot through the body ; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair, and 
Enfign Cook, were v.’ounded and taken ; but recovered. Of rank and 
file 103 were taken, of whom 19 were wounded: fifty came in 
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, of whom all did not fall 
in the open action, for more than 20 w'cre found killed in dif- 
ferent houfes, moftly {tabbed with bayonets, and with their an- 
tagonifts lying dead belide them ; fo that the garrifon lolt the lives 
or fervice of more than 200 foldiers and lix officers by this fally. 
The French acknowledged 200 of their rank and file killed and 
W'ounded; and had 12 officers wounded, Saubinet mortally, and 
three killed on the fpot; they loft only four prifoners, of whom 
one was the Count D’Eftaign ; his quarters were with Lally’s regi- 
ment near the beach, and on the firft firing he mounted his horfe, 
■and came galloping down the crofs-ftreet to the rear of the Engliffi 
- grenadiers, whom, being Ihort-fightcd, or perhaps not feeing at all 
through the fmoke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his 
miftake until within a few yards, when his horfe fttunbling, threw 
him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was feized by two 
drummers, who had their fwords drawn to ftab him, when Lieu- 
tenant Smith, the fame 'who was afterwards taken prifoner himfelf, 
ftepped between: his confequence being known, he was imme- 
diately fent away with an officer and a file of men to the fort. 
Mr. Lally blamed exceffively his own regiment for not marching on 
the firft fire, which had they done, and the troops been lels intoxi- 
cated, it is probable that very fcAv of the Englifh detachment would 
have efcaped. He endeavoured to fix the fault on Mr. Bully, who 
juftified himfelf by the delay of Mr. Lally’s orders, without which, 
according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not 
march ; and then Bufly led them. Mr. Lally regretted exceedingly 
the lofs of Saubinet and the Count D’Eftaign, and with reafon ; for 
the one poffefled all the qualities of an able general, and the other of 
■an adlive partizan. 


Very 
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Very few cafes permit a ftrong fally from the garrifon at the 1758. 
opening of a fiege ; the prefent was in fome meafure juftifiecl by the 
fupi>ofition that the enemy’s troojDS were intoxicated and in confufion; 
but, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left no advantageous 
imprelfion of the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers ; 
and Murphy, one of the mofl experienced, propofed that a general 
aflault fhould be made on the town in the enfuing night, in four 
diviflons, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf. It v/as 
lucky for them that his advice was not followed. 

The next day the French army began to prepare their batteries, 
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ; 
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were 
at work, and fhells as well as Ihot were fired af intervals throughout 
the day to interrupt them ; although fparingly, except when certain 
of effe6l ; and this prudent thrift W'as obferved throughout all the 
days, until they opened their batteries : but their artillery which had 
embarked for the fiege was ftill at a diftance at fea, and on the day 
of the fally a party of four companies of Sepoys, detached with 
Lieutenant Airey by Captain Prefton from Chinglapet, took the 
only 1 3 inch mortar, vdiich was coming by land : it was efcorted by 
1 50 Sepoys ; they w^ere intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and 
Cobelong; but Airey, having no bullocks to draw off the mortar, 
ruined it as well as he could, and left it on the road. 

Intelligence had been received that one of the veffels which had 
been laden with artillery atAlamparva, \vas detained at anchor off 
the point of Conimere, about 1 5 miles to the South of Sadrafs, by 
the contrary wind and current; and a Dutch Ihow being in the road 
of Madrafs, it was refolved to equip and employ her to attack the 
French veffel ; accordingly 20 failors belonging to the fquadroiij 
who had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by Mrt . 

Pococke, M'ere fent on board under the command of a naval officer 
of experience ; but juft as he was going to •weigh, the failors refufed 
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French ftiip was much too 
ftrong for them; on which they were relanded on the loth, and. 
the attempt was relinquifhed. 


The 
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The experience of the very few days that the fort had been in- 
veftcd,' had convinced the Nabob of the increafing incom eniences 
wliich he and his family would lufFer by continuing in it tlirough 
the liege ; and the garrilbn ffill more wilhed to be freed from the 
ul'elefs confumption and embaiTaflment of his retinue, ^^’hich con- 
lilied of 400 men, with 200 horfes, befides other cattle, who, 
neverthelefs, could not decently be difmifled whilft he remained. 
It was therefore relolved, with mutual latisfadtion, that he lliould 
proceed by fea with his wife, women, and children, and their imme- 
diate attendants, on board the Dutch fnow, which was to land them 
at the Dutch fettlement of Ncgapatam ; from whence, being in the 
Tan) ore country, they might proceed fecurely to Tritchinopoly. 
They embarked, attended by one of the council, on the night of 
the 20th, and before morning were out of light ; the Nabob’s de- 
pendents were then told, that they might provide for their own 
lafety, and in a few nights moll: of them quitted the town. 

On the 1 6th at night, a fally was made to the north by 40 Euro- 
peans, and as many Sepoys ; but they were difeovered before they 
got clear of the glacis, and returned without firing. Two Tallies 
were made on the night of the 19 th ; the one by 20 Europeans and 
30 Sepoys, under the command of Enfign Bonjoui', who proceeded 
to the nothward under the beach to the firft houfes beyond the 
efplanade, when fome of the Sepoys cried out they faw horfe, and 
giving a fcattering fire took flight, which obliged the Europeans, 
after giving theirs, to retreat likewife ; but before they were out of 
reach, they received the enemy’s, by which one was killed and two 
wounded. The other fally was of 1000 Sepoys, under the com- 
mand of Jemaul Saheb, to the fouthward ; they were to beat up a 
guard polled at the garden-houle, and then proceed to St. Thome, 
in order to leize a piece of battering cannon which was waiting 
there for bullocks, under the efcort of a company of Sepoys : they 
marched over the Triplicane-bridge, but had fcarcely got into the St. 
Thome Road, when they received a fire froria the firft enclofure on 
the left, which threw the whole body into a panick, and all, ex- 
cepting 
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cepting 30 or 40 returned into the fort, and none of them had re- 
ceived a wound. 

On the 2 lit another detachment of 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro- 
peans fallied at 10 o’clock in the day, under the condudl: of Lieu- 
tenant Balantyne and Enfign Crowley, in order to beat up a party 
with 2 guns which were reported to be polled at the pagoda in the 
village of Triplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They 
crofled the bar of the Triplicane river, and proceeded, driving feveral 
Imall Sepoy guards before them to the pagoda; where, not finding 
either the party or the guns they were feeking, they turned into the 
St. Thome road, and croffing it, marched along the other road, which 
leads to the Choultry-plain, intending to attack the enemy’s guards 
on the outfide of the encloliires near the village of Chindadrepettah; 
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad- 
vancing from T riplicane river, on which the detachment marched back 
to the bridge, and returned by the ftrandof the river to the bar, where 
a company of grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat. Whifft 
this detachment was abroad, two pieces of battering cannon, drawn, 
by a great many bullocks and Coolies, were perceived croffing from 
the village of Chindadrepettah to the s. w. towards the black town, 
and being within random (hot of the weftern baftious feveral cannon 
were fired upon them, which foon llopt the bullocks and Coolies, 
and one of the guns funk to the axel-tree in the mud ; upon which 
300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of a reward, marched with 
Jemaul Saheb to fisike up thefe guns: on their appearance the 
drivers call off and hurried away the bullocks, and the Coolies ran 
away; but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, which leads to 
Egmore, 200 European horfe, followed by fome infantry, appeared 
advancing from the camp in the black town; on which the party' 
was recalled into the fort. 

On the 1 7 th, all the Englilh prifoners that had been taken at the 
fally were fent away for Pondicherry. They were 100, and were 
efcorted by 1 50 of the European horfe, 40 European foot, and 500 
Sepoys. They moved llowly, and proceeded towards Sadrals, by the 
road near the fea Ihore, which palTeth by Cobelong, where they were 
VOl. II. 3 E halting 
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1758. halting on the 19th. Captain Prefton, zealous to recover the pri- 
r^en^r. niarched in the night of the 19th, with the greateft part of 

the garriibn of Chinglapet, to intercept them. His party was only 
80 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. They crofled the 
country, and halted at 10 o’clock next day fix miles to the Ibuth of 
Sadrals. A channel of 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong 
, to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open- 

ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times enough 
to overflow the country a mile a-crofs, in which ftate it was at 
prefent. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along 
the fea fliore, there is another within the inundation, and Prefton 
remaining where he had halted lent half his force over the water 
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other road; two 
hours after appeared a body of 400 Sepoys, within fome black horfe, 
whom Prefton kept at a diftance and dilperfed ; and in the evening, 
Airey’s party returned without any tidings of the efcort, which had 
paffed on to Sadrafs before he crofled the water, on wluch Prefton 
marched back to his garifon, where he arrived the next day. 

The commandant Mahomed Iflbof, after having been detained 
three days at Outatore by the rains, arrived on the 29 th of No- 
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the killidar, Kiftnarow, 
with 250 horfe, and 1000 foot: and Mahomed Iflbof himfelf had 
enlifted 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched on the firft of 
December, and invefted Elavanafore, which ftands ten miles to the 
weft of Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies of Sepoys 
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three 
other Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces : 
this garrifon defended themfelves until the clofe of the evening, 
when they furrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took fervice with Ma- 
homed Iflbof ; the reft were difarmed and permitted to go where 
they pleafed, but the four Europeans were fent to Tritchinopoly : 
fome ftores and ammunition were found in the fort. The next day 
Kiftnarow went away with his own troops to get plunder, and on 
the 7th burnt a village in fight of Fort St. David; but Mahomed 
Iflbof did not move until the 5th, when he proceeded to Tricolore, 

% a fortified 
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a fortified pagoda, ten miles to the north of Elavanafore. On the 
6th, he was joined by zoo horle, 1500 Colleries, and 250 Peons, 
lent by the Polygar 'Tondiman, and the day after attacked the 
pagoda, in which were three companies of Sepoys, who defended it 
with much adlivity until eight at night, M'hen they offered to fur- 
render provided they were permitted to march away with their 
arms and effefts; and having already killed 15 and wounded 5"5 of 
Mahomed Iffoof’s troops, he accepted their terms; and theI^ follow- 
ing the track of Kiftnarow marched to the eaftward, fpreading his 
army to ravage the country, all of which, as far as the fea; paid 
revenue to the French. On the 15th they appeared at Villenore, 
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought fo much terror, that the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages took fhelter in crowds within 
the bound hedge. On the 1 8th they cut the mound of the great 
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to dellroy the cultivations 
it was referved to fertilize. The {word was little ufed, but fire 
every where, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mr. 
Lally on hearing of thefe devaftations, fent word to Mr. Pigot, 
that he would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to 
the fword in the territory about Madrafs; he however forbore to 
execute the threat. On the 21ft Mahomed Iffoof was joined by 
300 horfe from Tanjore, not furnifhed by the king, but hired there 
with his permiffion, by Mahomed mboPs agents ; on the fame day 
Kiftnarow returned with all his troops to Thiagar, The next, 
Mahomed Iffoof began his march from Villaporum to the north- 
ward, ftill continuing his ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a confiderable 
body of horfe, had been for fome time at Conjeveram, waiting- to 
protedl thofe diftrifts from his excurfions, and on his approach 
croffed the Paliar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feemingly with in- 
tention to give him battle ; but on better intelligence of his force,* 
took Ihelter under the guns of Vandiwafh. Lambert was alfb on 
the other fide of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and 
two guns, but on the fame information marched round and ftopt at 
two days diftance in his rear. On the 25th M'ahoitied Ifloof with 
his army joined Captain Preflon at Chinglapet. 

3 E2 
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On the 22cl the Harlem, fb long expected by the enemy, anchored 
in the evening at Onore, three leagues to the north of the black 
town. I’he next day, the Thames, laden with all kinds of pro- 
vilions, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam; the wind vi'as high, 
and the fliip had but two anchors," and in the next forenoon parted 
fj om that by AA'liich Ihe was riding, before one that was coming 
from the fliore on a catamaran could reach her; and the Harlem 
getting under weigh from Onore at the fame time, (he flood out to 
tea, intending to regain the road in the evening, but before night 
\^'as driven out of light to leeward. She brought the news of the 
victory gained hy Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops 
with Mr. Conflans, which the fort announced to the enemy by 2 1 
guns pointed upon their quarters from the northern baftions, and the 
fire of the whole garrifon drawn up in the covered way. The next 
day the Harlem (lopped and (eizeda velTel trading from the northward, 
laden with 1000 bags of rice, of which the French camp was much 
in want. The artillery brought by the Harlem was not (ufficient 
to (upply the intended batteries; but feveral cannon and mortars 
unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvah, and 
brought in boats from thence to San Thome, palTed every day from 
this place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the 
plain of Egmore, within fight of the fort ; but fince the fally of the 
Sepoys on the 2ifl, the efcorts were too (Irong to be attacked by 
any parties which the garrifon could with prudence rifk at that 
diftance. But the (lock of gun-powder neceffary for the batteries 
was not yet completed ; for this was brought the whole way from 
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land ; and, for the want of bullocks, 
with much delay. 

The commandant Mahomed KToof on his arrival at Chinglapet 
difpatched the greateft part of his horfe, which were now near 1000, 
to ravage and deftroy the country about Conjeveram, from which 
the French government drew revenues, and their army .before 
^ Madrafs, provifions. On the 27th, he marched himfelf with his in- 
fantry, intending according to inftrudions he had received from Mr. 
Pigot, to furprize the French troops which Avere quartered in the 

town 
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town of San Tbf4ftn6;(but Captain Prefton thinking this a hazardous *^75^8. 
enterprize, refolvecl to participate in it, and accompanied him with 
80 Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sepoys, from 
his garrifon. They arrived at the Mount on the 29th, and were 
rejoined the fame day by the horfe from Conjeveram; during the 
enliiing night, a detachment of 500 Euroj^eans, of which 100 were 
cavalry, 600 Sepoys, and 800 black horfe, marched from the black 
town and other polls, under the command of Mr. Soupire, and at 
day-break the next morning had pafled the village of Sidajiet, and 
were within fight of the Mount before their approach was known; 
however, the adlivity of Prefton and Mahomed IlToof flopt the effedls 
of the furprize, and in a few minutes the troops from both their 
camps were in march: the enemy halted and began to cannonade, 
which was returned and continued until 1 1 o’clock, when Captain 
Prefton feeing an advantage, made a pufh wdth the Chinglapet 
troops, and feized two of their guns, whilft Mahomed Illbof with 
his kept the main body at bay and prevented them from making an 
effort to refeue them; however, the enemy retreated in good order to, 

Sidapet; for the greateft part of Mahomed Iffoofs cavalry were, ifpoffi- 
ble, worfe than the black horfe with the French, and few of either' 
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen of the French. 
Europeans, with fbme of their Sepoys and horfes, were left dead oh 
the plain, but they carried away their wounded, of whom fifteen 
were troopers ; moft of this execution was done by the field-pieces ; 
the Chinglapet troops loft only one Eurojrean, but feveral Sepoys ; 
and more of Mahomed IffooPs Sepoys with fome of his horfemen, 
were killed and wounded: both Prefton’s and Mahomed Iffoorsdi-' 
vifions continued at the Mount. 

At break of day the next morning, 1000 Sepoys, with the 
troop of horfe, fallied from the garrifon of Fort St. George. by 
the fouthern gate, in order to beat up tlie guards at the bar of 
the river, the garden-houfe, and the village of Triplicane, which 
they effetSled without oppofition; they likewife intercepted a 
tappy or letter-carrier, coming with many to the French army, 
which vgave information of the arrival of a veffel at Pondicherry 
from the ifland of Mauritius with 70 chefts of filver. This 

day 
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1759. day clofed the year. Mr. Lally intended tojopenlthe next with 
his firft fire againft the fort ; but the preparations to equip a lai'ge 
detachment intended to attack the troops with Prefton and Mahomed 
Iffoof, deferred the battery to the 2d of January. 

The French, whilft in poffeffion of Fort St. George, after taken 
by Labourdonnais, had made feveral improvements and additions to 
the flight v’orks they found, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort 
little capable of long refiflance againft the regular approaches of an 
European enemy ; nor had they given any extenfion to the internal 
area, which did not exceed 1 5 acres of ground. Neverthelefs, the 
Englifh let the place remain in the ftate they received it from the 
French in 1751, mitil the beginning of the year 1756; when the 
expedlation of another war with that nation, and the reports of the 
great preparations making in France againft India, dictated the ne- 
ceffity of rendering it completely defenfible. Accordingly all the 
Coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country 
Could fvipply* were from this time conftan'tly employed on the for- 
tifications: their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men, 
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately 
driven away by the approach of the French army from Conjeveram, 
An addition had been projedted in the year 1 743 by the engineer 
Ml'. Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as 
much ground as the former area of the fort; the ditch which marked 
its limits was then, dug and faced with brick, and was fiipplied with 
water by a conimunication with the northern river, which at that 
time ran along the foot of the ancient wall to the weft; but on, 
aj[;count of the expence, nothing was then raifed above the furface, 
and the naked ditch remained when De Labourdonnais came before 
the town, neither an obftrudbon nor an advantage to his attack. It 
was in the fame condition in 1756, when the new works were re- 
fblved on; and; the plan of Mr. Smith having been approved by Mr., 
Robins, the fortifications on this fide were raifed in conformity to 
that projedlion. To join the new rampart with the old baftion to 
.the s.w. and to gain the ground in the new area which was occu- 
pied by the river, its bed was filled up, beginning from thg s. w. 

. baftion, w'ith earth; dug from the edge of the rifing ground of the 

black 
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black town to the north-weft, which the excavation removed 40 yards 1 759. 
farther from the works : but only two-thirds of the bed of the river 
under the old wall had been choked up. The river, ftopped in its 
former channel, was diredled in another, which environed the weft 
and part of the fouth face of the new works, wafliing in fome , 
places the foot of the glacis, until it rejomed its former bed at the 
head of the fpit of land. The old wall of the weftern fide ftill re- 
mained as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward ftiould 
be carried. The new extention , on this fide comprifed three large 
baftions and their out-works. The fouthern of thefe three baftions 
communicated with the old baftion, which ftood before on the s. w; 
angle, by the curtain railed acrofs the former channel of the river ; 
and this curtain increafed the fouth face of the fort from 130 to 210 
yards. Neverthelefs, the works on this fide were much lefs de- 
fenfible than thofe to the weft and north; but the furface of water 
and quagmire in the river before it, rendered this front inacceffible, 
excepting by the labours of a much greater army, than the prefent 
attack. The ground on the north of the fort gave the befieger much' 
more advantage than on the other fides ; and this face was therefore 
ftrengthened in proportion : the two former baftions and rampart,, 
as improved and left by the French, were fiiffered to remain ; but 
the ditch and glacis which they had dug and raifed, were, the one 
filled up, and the other removed further out, to admit better works. 

In the front of the N. w. baftion was railed another capable of mount- 
ing 28 guns; each of the faces were 100 yards in length, and a 
battalion might be drawn up on its rampart, although a large 
vacancy was left in the gorge, or back part, to increafe the interval 
towards the former baftion behind, which this was intended to co- 
ver : it was, from its fiiperior ftrength, called the royal baftion. A 
demi baftion, correfponding with the royal, was railed before the old 
N. E. baftion, that ftood on the beach of the fea, which, however, the 
demi baftion did not entirely envelop; for its right hand or eaft face 
extending in a line parallel to the lea, adjoining to the Ihoulder angle 
of the northern face of the old baftion, leaving this face free to fire for- 
ward^but confining the extent of ground it commanded to the fame 
width as the Ipace between the eaft: face of the demi baliion and the 

fea: 
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1759. fea: to the weft ward, the old baftion had two guns clear of the demi 
baftion, which fupplied the defence on this fide by four guns in the 
flank, and feven in its northern face. The two new baftions commu- 
nicated with each other by a broad fauflebray that pafled along the 
foot of the old rampart and baftions; this fauflebray was defended 
by a ftout parapet feven feet high, which adjoined to the flanks of the 
new baftions. The ditch on this front was dry, becaufe the ground 
here was feven feet higher than the level of the canal which fiipplied 
the ditches to the weft and Ibuth; but a cuvette or trench, feven feet 
deep and 25 feet broad, was dug the whole length of the ditch, which 
before the faufTebray was 1 80 feet wide, and before the baftions, ninety. 
The covered way of this front was broad and well pallifaded, and con- 
tained between the two baftions a large ravelin capable of 1 8 guns, 
nine in each of its faces. The glacis was excellent, and little was 
wanting to complete the defences on this fide, excepting mines, 
which the want of time and bricklayers had not allowed. I'he 
weftern face had likewife its covered-way palifaded, and glacis, and 
contained three ravelins, of which that in the middle was the largeft. 
The eaftern face extended along the beach of the fea within twenty 
yards of the furf; but fhips could not approach near enough to batter 
it with any effedl; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by 
land. Before the fea gate, which ftands in the middle of the cur- 
tain, was a battery of 13 guns; fifty yards on the right of this bat- 
tery was a platform of old ftanding, with 1 4 guns to return falutes, 
which had hitherto been left without a parapet : the original curtain, 
although nothing more than a brick wall four feet thick, had never 
been ftrengthened; but a trench, fix feet deep and 10 wide, had 
lately been dug before it; and a ditch, with paliladoes, was intended 
to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not 
been executed at either- The only danger on this fide was from a 
fiidden aflault or furprize, which could rarely come by boats landing 
unawares acrofs the furf; but always, and with eafe, by a 'body of 
men pafling on the edge of it by either of the baftions at the extre- 
mities ; to prevent which, a row of anchors, backed by palilades, and 

a trench 
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a trench were extended from the neck of each baftion quite into 1 759. 
the. furf. No buildings, excepting {heds, had been raifed in the 
new ground taken into the weftward; and in thofe of the old, 
the bomb-proof lodgments were not fufficient for the fecurity of 
the garrilbn. ■ 

The firfl: appearance of any work done by the enemy, had been dif- 
oerned in the morning of the 1 8th of December, when Tally’s regi- 
ment had completed a breaft-work dole to the Tea, 580 yards from 
the covered way ; it was dreltered by houfes on the right, but open 
in front to a direft fire from the north-eaft and demi baftions : from 
this breaft-work they continued a trench by two zig-zags 1 80 yards 
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards upon the efpla- 
nadet here they began a battery intended for many guns, which 
extended from the beach, parallel to the fame fire as the breaft-work, 
and behind this battery, on the right, they raifed another for fix mor- 
tars, which they completed by the end of the month ; but the con- 
ftant fire of the fort had retarded their work and prevented them 
from opening any embrafures in the battery for the capnon, becaufe 
they had not enough ready for this, and another battery of fix guns, 
which the i-egiment of Lorrain had on their fide completed at the 
opening of a ftreet on the rifing ground to the weftward, which en- 
filaded the face of the royal baftion, and the covered way before it ; 
behind this battery were two mortars imprudently fheltered bv the 
rubbilh of houfes, which had been demolilhed for the jiurpole. 

The garrifon called this the Lorrain, and the other bv the lea, 

Tally’s battery. 

At break of day, on the 2d of January, the Lorrain battery be- 
gan to fire both its cannon and mortars, which were foon followed by 
four thirteen-inch mortars from Tally’s, which threw their fhells in 
vollies all together. The fort returned with fhells as well as fhet 
upon the Lorrain battery with 1 1 guns, four on the weft face of the 
Royal, five on the flank of the Demi, and two on the W'eft flank 
of the old north-eaft baftion : this luperiority in lefs than an hour 
difmounted two of the Lorrain guns, apd-Sbliged them to withdraw ’ 
the other four; but againft the mortars, either here or at Tally’s, 
Vdl.il 3F the 



^.o6 The War of Coromandel. Book X. 

1759. the fire of the defences could have little efFetSl, excepting by luck, lince 
wei'e concealed and defended, as ufual, by a high and ftrong 
parapet: this annoyance, therefore, continued until feven in the 
evening, during which time only 80 (hells had been thrown from 
both, all of which fell about the middle of the inhabited part of the- 
fort, where flood the government houfe, againfl which they feemed 
to have been aimed, and two Avent through the upper roof : much 
mifehief was al(b done to the adjoining buildings ; but not a (ingle 
perfon was either killed or wounded by their fall or explofions, nor 
had any one (ufFered* by the cannon (Irot of the morning. 

As loon as the night clofed, feveral of the principal European 
women, with their children, were Cent away in three raalToolah 
boats, to relide under the proteftion of the Dutch fettlement at Sa- 
drafs : thev had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re- 
ceived from Captain Preflon, that a French detachment had (ur- 
prized the fort of Sadrals, taken pofiTeffion of the town, and made 
the garrifon and all the Dutch inhabitants priConers ; but it was too 
late to recal the MalToolahs. Another letter from Preflon, which 
' came in the morning, gave information of an 'adlion which he had 
fuflained the day before. 

The town of San Thome tvas become a pofl of great confequence 
to the French army. The remains of an ancient ditch and bad 
ground round mofl parts of the town, wdth the river and the 
Engli(h redoubt to the fouth, fecu-red it from flirprize, unlefs at- 
tempted by very fuperior numbers. They accordingly made the 
town the flation of their boats, as well as the temporary repofitory 
'of their convoys coining by land, and had likewife eftabliflred in it' 
one of the hofpitals of their camp : but the junftion of Mahomed 
KToof ’s troops, with. Preflon’s, rendered the maintenance of the 
town an objedl of much greater doubt and Colicitude, than when it 
was only expofed to fallies from the garrifon. of Fort St. George;; 
and die body of French troops which had engaged Preflon and Ma- 
homed KToof at the Mount on the 30th of December retreated im- 
mediately after the adlion to San Thome. The day after the ac- 
tion Preflon received intelligence that the partizan, Lambert, was 

advancing 
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advancing from the jfbuth, with a large quantity of flores and a ftrorig i y jjq, 
efcort ; on which he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept 
them, and encamped at Trivamliore, which is a village with a pa- 
goda, fituated two miles to the Ibuth of San Thome, and one from 
the fea Ihore. He was followed by the troops of Mahomed Illbof ; 
it having been agreed, in order to prevent jealoufies as well as con- 
fuhon, that the two commands fhould move and encamp in fepa- 
rate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Iffoof confifted of 5500 foot, 

500 horle, with three bad field-pieces; they encamped to the north 
of the village, and extended almoft to the fea, with their front to- 
wards San Thome. Captain Prefton, with his divifion, which con- 
fifted of 600 Sepoys, with 80 Europeans, and two brafs three- 
pounders, pitched their tents to the fouth, looking out for Lambert 
towards Sadrafs. Mr. Lally, apprehenfive that they intended to 
attack San Thome, increafed the European infantry there to 500 
rank aird file, and the European horfe to 150. Mr. Soupire com- 
manded, and leaving all the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys, 
marched at three in the morning with the Euro25eans only, who were 
650 hoi'fe and foot, and without field-pieces. Half an hour before 
day they fell on the camp of Mahomed Ifloof, which had gained no 
warning of their approach. The furprize and confufion fo great, 
that Mahomed IlToof himfelf efcaj^ed at the back of his tent, and his 
troops fled every W’^ay under the enemy’s fire, which lafted 1 5 minutes 
without interruption; during which Preflon turned out his line, and 
lent foinvard his piquets to difeover, who returned without iierceiving 
any figns of troops to the fouth; at the lame time the crowd of fu- 
gitives Ihew^ed that the enemy w'ere in poflelfion of Mahomed llibof 's 
camp, and Prefton, judging that their order muft have been much 
broken by the onfet, the aftion, the darknels, and the interruptions 
Ipread over the ground, immediately relblved to attack them ; and 
marching with his whole divifion at the back of the village to the ■ 
weftward, came on the flank of Mahomed Iflbof ’s camp, almoft as 
foon as his approach was difeovered ; where the French, troops, 
thinking they had routed all their enemies, were collecting the plun- 

. 3 If ? der ; 
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1 759, der ; lior could the officers rccal them to any order, before the fire 
of Piefion’s divifion, led by his two field-pieces loaded with grape, 
fcourcd through the camp, and his mufketry was augmented by the 
return of the heft of Mahomed Ifibof’s Sepoys. Neverthelefs, Ibme 
of the enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally ; but, having 
no ftrong or collefled fire to return, they fell, the more they ven- 
tured to make refiflance, and all at length broke in confulion; but, 
when at fome diftance, the officers prevailed on them to flop, and 
they marched off in order. They had got poffeffion of the two field- 
pieces, of Mahomed Iffoof ’s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them 
off. Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead; of whom 
one was a captain, and another a lieutenant. Of the Englifh troops 
in both adtions two Europeans were killed and fix wounded; of the 
Sepoys 60, and 121; but only three of the black cavalry, and 
five horfes were killed. On a review at three o’clock in the after- 
noon, only 700 of Mahomed Ifloof ’s Sepoys were numbered ; all 
the reft of his troops, cavalry^, Colleries, and Sepoys, on a fuppo- 
fition that Prefton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as themfelves, 
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfelves fafe before they got 
under the guns of Chinglapet ; and, according to their example, 
the market-people ran away with their bullocks and provifions, of 
•which there was not fufficient for one meal left in the camp; and 
this want obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame 
evening with the appearance of defeat, as far as Vendaloor, in order 
to meet a fupply from Chinglapet. 

The fuperior fire of the fort in the morning determined the enemy 
to wait until they could* renew the attack with lefs difproportion. 
On the 4th a fmall (loop laden with ftores and ammunition worked 
through the road and anchored near the Harlem, and maffoolas had 
every day pafled between St. Thome and the black town. At day- 
break on the 6th, a volley of fix moi'tars were thrown from Lally’s 
battery, as a fignal of preparation, and they w'ere the firft, either Ihot 
or fhell, which the enemy had fired fince their mortars ceafed on the 
evening of the 2d, although the fort had conftantly fired both to in- 
terrupt their work. At fun-rife they commenced a regular cannon- 
ade 
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acle and’ bombardment, Avhich confifted of feven guns and fix large 1759. 
mortars from Lally’s, and feven guns, with a howitz, from the jtnuaryt 
Lorrain battery, with the two mortars in this quartei-, Avhich, how- 
ever, fired but leldom. Although the Lorrain battery fired only from 
Jfeven embrafures, it had been augmented to ten, of w'hich the ad- 
ditional four were in a return, or extending from an angle to the left 
of the other fix, and bore upon Pigot’s, the next baftion on the weft 
front to the left of the royal. The enemy’s fire, both of ftiot 
and fihells, was diredted more againft the buildings than againft 
the works. The fort returned on Lally’s battery 1 1 guns, from the 
old north-eaft baftion, the north ravelin, and the royal baftion. 

Againft the Lorrain battery, likewife, .eleven guns, four, from the 
royal baftion, two from the north-weft curtain near Pigot’s baftion-, . 
and three from the centre ravelin called St. Geoi sce’s on the -Aveft; 
but more guns bore upon the batteries, if it had been- neceffary to 
ufe.them. 

The enemy’s mortars continued through the night, and Avere re- 
joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding day, and two 
more, from a battery intended for four, Avhich aa us I’aifed on the ef- 
planade, adjoining to the AA'eft-fide of the burying-ground, about 
100 yards to the weft of Lally’s battery, and almoft in the perpen- 
dicular of the N. AV. or faliant angle of the royal baftion, from 
which it was diftant 450 yards. The tAvo guns, now opened in. the 
burying ground, bore upon the Aveft face of the north raAxlin and on 
the weft flank of the old N. e. baftion. The enemy’s cannon ftill 
contmuing to point high, did little damage to the. works, but the 
buildings, much damaged before, luffered greatly by the fall of 
their ftiells. At the tAvilight of the next day, the 8th of the 
.month, the three maftbolas Avhich had been lent Avith the Ene- 
lilh AA'omen to. Sadrafs, landed at the fort. The French being in •. 
poflefiion of Sadrafs, had feized thefe boats, laden them with 50 
barrels of gunpoAvder, and leveral other military ftores, and feiit . 
t^m with the fame boatmen guarded by a French foldier in. 
each, .to their own army in the black toAvn. At four in the morn- 
’ ing when oppofite to the fort, each of the foldiers had fallen faft 
afleep, on Avhich the boatmen concerted in their OAvn language with.. ^ 

the. 
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1759. the certainty of not being underftoocl, although overheard; and hav- 
J^u^. poured v'ater into the firelocks, overpowered and bound the 

Ibldiers, and . then landed the boats at the lea gate. U'his uncommon 
inllance of fidelity and Ijiirit in men, who are deemed a mean and 
outcall: race, was rewarded and encouraged by paying them imme- 
diately the full value of the gunpowder and llores. 

The enemy’s mortars renewed at midnight, and at day-break their' 
cannon, with two pieces more, mounted in the battery at the bury- 
-ins: o-round. In the afternoon they fet fire to a warehoufe near the s. e. 
baftion, full of laltpetre and brimftone, which could not be extiii- 
guilhed for feveral hours; during which the enemy plied the ^ot, 
where the black column of Imoke arofe, with Ihells and plunging 
Ihot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke, a diligent officer 
in the artillery, was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-baftion. 
The enemy’s Ihip Diligent, reladen v/ith artillery and all kind of 
llores, anchored in the morning off the black town, having been 30 
days in w'orking along the coall from Alamparva, although the 
llraight dillance is not 60 miles. 

The fame fire, but more frequent on both fides, continued on the 
9th, the enemy’s mortars Hill againll the buildings; but their cannon, 
which in the two preceding days had only filenccd two guns, in this dif- 
abled or difmountcd five, and two mortars. In the night, befides the 
■ulual repairs, five erabrafures were cut through the glacis of the fa- 
liant angle before the demi-ballion, pointing obliquely againll Daily’s 
■battery, and guns w'ere mounted in them; but Daily’s, neverthelefs, 
•difmounted two guns on the demi ballion the next day; and on the 
I ith all the five towards the land on the old N. e. ballion were dif- 
abled by this and the Lorrain battery. Early this morning the enemy 
likewife opened two more guns in a ricochet battery intended for four, 
which they had raifed near the Englilh hofpital, on the rifing ground 
fronting the centre ravelin on the well fide of the fort, againll which, 
however, it was not intended to fire, but to enfilade the royaj ballion; 
it likewife bore iqson part of the north-well curtain towards Pigot’s. 
Notwithllanding this battery Hood at a much greater dillance from 
the fort, than any of the other three, it was more expofed than either 

of 
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of them to a fully; for none of the guns had embrafures, but fired, 1758. 
plunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten up, and the 
guns Ipiked, before fuccour could arrive from the neareft of the 
enemy’s quarters ; aware of this they had carried on a trench, from 
the end of the ftreet through which Draper had marched, to the foot 
of the bridge, which crolTed the ground fronting ijhe battery, and 
a picquet guard Vvas conftantly kept in the trench, ready to give 
the alarm. They had likewife began a breaft-work at the bar of 
the Triplicane river to the fouth, in order to annoy the black people 
and cattle, which were Iheltered on the Ijiit of fand at the foot of 
the glacis on this fide; and as many inconveniences would enfue 
from their dil^Derfion, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the 
break-work. 

Accordingly a detachment of 300 Europeans, of which half were 
grenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major 
Brereton, between four and five in the morning, whilfi: it was ftill 
dark: when arrived at the bar they received a fire from fome Se- 
poys- polled behind the unfinifhed parapet, which killed one and 
wounded two of the grenadiers ; but, as the Sepo) s immediately dif- 
appeared, the fire was not returned, and the detachment proceeded 
through the coco-nut groves to the left, without meetingi any other 
oppofition,. until they came into the lane v/hich leads into the St.- 
Thome road, along the garden wall of the governor’s houfe, when . 
a trooper, fent forward, difeovered a party of the enemy drawn up 
at the end of the lane, with a field-piece. On this intelligence the 
advanced guard of grenadiers marched up brifkly, fired, and pufli- 
ing on, received the difeharge of the gun loaded v/ith grape, as well 
as the mulketry that fiipported it, by which five of them were- 
wounded, and Lieutenant Robfbn mortally : the refi:,.neverthele{s, 
fei^ed the gun before the enemy had time to fire it again, who took 
fhelter in a houfe and garden on their right, from whence their fire . 
killed three Sepoys and wounded two, with an European, before they 
were diflodged. It was yet fcarcely twilight, and as the grenadiers 
were drawing off the gun, Jemaul Saheb, the commandant of the Se- 
poys, who had been prying in the St. Thome Road, difeovered another. " 

gun;: 
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gun a little below the garden-houfe, and appearing jealous of the 
honour, was permitted to leize and bring it off with a party of Se- 
poys only, which they effefted without receiving any return to their 
£r{l fire. The detachment marched back the fame way they had 
come, and 'arrived in the fort at lun-rife with the two guns, and -five 
European prifoners, one of whom was an oliicer feverely -WDunded, 
Previous to this, two other, but flight fallies had been -made; the 
one to the N. w. bridge, which fired into the enemy’s trench before 
the hofpital battery; the other, to difturb the workmen in the zig- 
zags to the northward; this' party advanced to the head of the work, 
killed a centinel, and brought away two or three mulkets, tvithout 
any lofs. The enemy’s mortars flackened this day, but the fire of their 
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and difabled four 
guns, which as ufual were replaced before the next morning. 

By this time it w^as ei ident that the enemy intended to diredl the 
ftrefs of their attack againft the two northern baftions, which dic- 
tated the neceflity of fecuring them with additional defences : ac- 
■•'cordlngly a palifade was begun in the ditch on the hither'fide ofthe 
cuvette, to extend quite round the demi baftion ; a blind, or ram- 
part of earth, at 30 j ards diftance, in the ditch before the n. e. 
baftion; and a fafcine battery of fix guns, on the ftrand between 
the eaft; curtain and the fea, a little in the rear of the flioulder angle 
of this baftion. Early the next morning, which was the 13th, a /hell 
from the fort fet fire to fome huts behind Tally’s battery, which 
fpreading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of 
loaded bombs : no fire paffed this day either from or againft the 
N. E. or demi baftions; and no gun w'as difmounted in any part of 
the fort ;■ but the enemy doubled the number of their workmen in 
the zig-zag, who were interrupted as much as poffible by what fire 
bore upon them from the royal baftion, the north ravelin, and the 
embrafures of the faliant angle before the demi baftion ; in -the night 
the enemy fired with a field-piece loaded with grape, from the head 
of their works, on a fmall party pofted near this angle, under the'co- 
ver of a boat, and wounded three of them, on which the reft re- 
tired into the covered -way. 
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In the morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three 1759 - 
mortars between Lally’s and the burying-ground, but in the rear of January, 
both, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the fight of 
the fort: their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns: during 
the night a conftant fire of mulketry from the covered-way, and of 
cannon and mortars from the works of the north front, was kept 
up againft the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their progrefs. On 
the r 5th, they had 10 guns mounted in Lally’s, and kept up 
through the day a fire from 31, befides their 1 1 mortars as before: 
but Lally’s guns did all the mifehief to the works, difmounting two , 
guns in the demi, and two in the north-eaft baftion, and their fhot, 
which flew over, took in flank the three other batteries towards the 
fea, and difmounted two guns on the fea-gate battery, two on the 
fainting battery, and one on the s. e. or St. Thome baftion, in all 
eleven: the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from 
v'hich the enemy, neverthelefs, detached a picquet, which diove in 
the party pofted on the falient angle of the glacis* 

The enenfy’s cannonade continued on the 1 6th, with the addi- 
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, which mow fired with 12, all 
24 or 18 pounders, to which the fort could only oppofe the direct 
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-eaft and demi 
baftionsj for tbo guns in the falient angle of the glacis, and in the 
fafeine battery on the ground below, were of inferior calibres ; and as it 
was conftantly neceflary to employ many men in reinftating the da- 
mages of the demi baftion, a trayerfe was railed to preferye the guns in 
its flank from the enfilading fire of Lally’s ; and whilft this and other 
work was doing, the-three embrafures of its face to the right, which 
were open to the fhot of Lally’s, were kept clofed until the next day; 
fo that no guns in this baftion were either fired againft, or difmounty 
ed by that battery ; which having the more to ufe againft the other 
works difabled one on the north-eaft, and obliged the garrifbn to with- 
draw the fi\^ -guns in the falient angle of the glacis ; and as the trenches 
were now advanced within 50 yards, thefe embrafures were filled up, 
and the earth levelled again to the general flope of the glacis. 

At I rat night a fally was made from St. George’s or the weft ravelin 
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1759. to fire into the trench extending before the hofpital battery; but 
the guard there taking the alarm in time, 50 men advanced acrofs 
the bridge leading to it, and after a fire given and returned, drove the 
party back into the covered-way. Another fally of 1 2 Europeans 
was made at one in the morning, under the command of Enfign 
Barnes, againft the head of the enemy’s trenches, into which they 
gave their fire, and finding only five or fix men in it, advanced, until 
a relief of 40 or 50 came up from the rear, who drove them back, and 
before they regained the covered-way, Enfign Barnes, with two of 
the foldiers, were killed. Before and after this fally, a conftant fire, 
as in the preceding nights, was kept up until morning on the enemy’s 
workmen ; who, notwithftanding thefe interruptions, advanced the 
lap above 20 yards. 

Even the garrifon acknowledged the aftivity of the enemy’s pro- 
grefs, and frequent letters had been difpatched, enjoining Captain 
Preflon and Mahomed IlToof to approach, and interrupt their opera- 
tions; but thefe officers were no longer mafters of their own, Re>- 
treating after the adlion at Trivambore, they arrived at Vendalore 
on the 3d, where they found fome provifions. Prefton’s divifion was 
unimpaired; of Mahomed Iflbof’s, moft of the Tritchinopoly Se- 
poys, and 1 50 of the new-levied horfe, had rejoined the reft of thofe 
who had fled to Chinglapet, who were the 1 500 Colleries and 500 
horfe fent by Tondiman, the 300 horfe fromTanjore, and the fame 
number of his own levies; and all thefe troops refufed to march 
back from Chinglapet to Vendalore. The kind of warfare for which 
they were intended, and only fit, rendered their defertion in the 
prefent conjundture of too much confequence to be negledled : and 
after fevcral ineftedlual meflages, the two commanders marched on 
the 6th from Vendalore, and joined them at Chinglapet, On expof- 
'tulation, the cavalry in general pleaded with much complaint, the 
lofs, although owing to their own cowardice, of their baggage and 
effedts at Trivambore, and little lefs than declared, that they had not 
engaged in the fervice, with the expedlation of expofing their horfes 
againft Europeans, but were willing to adl in their .ufual modes; 
which Prefton rightly interpreted plunder; and to gratify their 
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v/iflies, confented to march with them into the French diftrldls 1759. 
around Conjeveram, in which they continued feveral days employed 
ill plunder and ravage ; and no flicker grounds protedted the cattle 
from the fearch of the Colleries. On the 13th, Preftoii thinking 
they had been fufficiently indulged with booty, began his march 
back from Conjeveram, intending to come again in fight of JMadrals; 
but on the firft halt, all the troops which he had endeavoured witli 
fo much complacence to conciliate, Colleries as well as cavalry, 
left him and cralled the Paliar. This fecond defertioii left no doubt 
•of their inutility, and Prefton relblved not to a£t with them any 
longer, even if they fhould return of their own accord ; but as the 
hoi'le of Rajahfaheb, who were 800, and the Eurojiean cavalry of the 
French army, rendered it impoflible for the infantry of both the 
Englifh commands, although many, if unfupported by horfe, to con- 
tinue near enough to harafs the enemy’s camp, without more rilk 
to themfelves, Prefton refolved to march to Arcot, in order to colled! 
a body of better cavalry, of which he heard lei'eral parties were wait- 
ing ready to take fervice on the weftern confines of the province. 

Mr. Pigot received intelligence of this motion and its motives on the 
1 6th of the month, but concealed it, as every other which might 
difpirit the garrifoii. 

The enemy’s fire continuing the fame on the 1 7th as the day be- 
fore, difmounted three guns and a mortar. Ever fince the 
ninth of the month, two fhips had been feen off St. Thome, 
which had every day weighed anchor, endeavouring to get 
to the northward, but were coiiftantly ftemmed by the cur- 
rent from gaining ground; but this evening they paffed the 
road, and joined the three other veflels off the black town. 

They were the Expedition, laden with artillery and ftores, which had 
left Pondicherry on the 12th of December; and the Brifirol of 30 
guns, manned with Europeans, which had lately arrived there from 
Perfia, and was immediately laden with fhot and fhells for the 
camp. 

On the morning of the i8th the enemy had completed three 
more embrafures in Tally’s battery, which joining the former on the 
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1759. left, reached almoft to the lurf, and being a little turned to the 
S. w. bore upon, the north ravelin, which before night was much im- 
paired by them. Neverthelcls, the general fire from the north waa 
diminifhed, for thefe new embralures in Tally’s were fupplied with 
three guns from other embrafiires of the fame battery; and the 
four in the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal ballion, ceafed en- 
tirely, and their embrafures were filled up; but Tally’s and the 
burying-ground difabled two guns in the demi baftion, two in the 
north ravelin, a mortar in the royal, and rendered the three northern 
embrafures of the n. e. baftion unfit for fervice. A party of the 
enemy had been employed through the day in railing a breaftwork 
at a little diftance to the left behind their former poll: at the bar, and 
began to fire from it at dulk with two field-pieces in barbet againft 
Ibme -Sepoys polled on the Ipit of fand : their mortars continued firing 
vehemently through the day and night, but, as from the beginning 
of the bombardment, Hill againll the infide of the fort. Every day 
one, two, or three of the garrifon, and fometimes more, had fuf^ 
fered by the fire; but on this day five Europeans and three Sepoys 
were killed, and five of each wounded. Notwithftanding a con- 
llant fire of cannon and fmall arms, wherefoever probable, through 
the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag acrofs the foot of the 
falient angle of the glacis, inclining a little to the left towards 
the furf; and being lb near, the governor iflued inftruftions to 
the officers of the different polls, how to conduft themlelves 
and diljjofe their . parties in cafe they Ihould affault the out- 
works. 

The next day, which v/as the 19th, the enemy changed their two 
field-pieces to the fouth for two eighteen-pounders, from which they 
fired Ihot into the fort : in the forenoon their mulketry in the advanced 
or fecond crochet had fired fmartly upon the porth ravelin and the 
covered-way ; .their mortars continued incelTantly through the day, 
and fet fire to three buildings in different parts of the fort at once, 
but ceafed in the night : during which they only produced their third 
zig-zag obliquely from the ridge of the glacis to the water-mark of the 
fea, which was not more than 15 yards. The next day, which was 
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the 2oth, they fired none of the four guns on Lally’s battery, which * 759 * 
bore on the north-eaft baftion; but contmued with the feven bearing Januai^ 
on the demi baftion, and the three on the north ravelin, although 
more fparingly than uliial, but thofe in the burying-ground bat<- 
tery with more vivacity; a platform on the demi baftion, and a 
mortar on the north ravelin were ruined by ftiells : five Europeans 
were killed; and feven, with three Sepoys, wounded. During the 
night, they threw few fhot or ftiells, and made but little advance in 
their approaches, but enlarged their fecond crochet, and worked hard 
in eredling a battery, which projected from it along their laft or 
third zig-zag leading to the crochet which terminated this zig- 
zag on the glacis. Two fmall fallies we^e made upon the trenches 
during the night, in both of which only one European was 
killed. 

On the aift the enemy’s batteries remained almoft filent, but the 
mulketry in their trenches fired brifkly on all they faw moving. At 
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a Tally port in 
the eaft curtain, and an officer with 20 by the barrier in the north- 
eaft angle ?>f the covered- way, who were followed by 40 pioneers 
with their ■ captain : the foldiers advanced to the fecond crochet, 
which was only 30 yards from the foot of the glacis ; out of which 
their firft fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after 
which they maintained the crochet for 10 minutes before the guard 
of the trenches arrived ; and during this time the pioneers worked 
hard in defti'oying the gabions, and what other materials .were col- 
lefted for the conftru6tion of the intended battery : the fally was pre- 
ceded and followed by a fire of mortars, cannon, and fmall arms from 
the fort, upon all whom the alarm brought within fight .and reach ; 
and it was -fuppofed with much effefl; two ferjeants were killed, 
and five of the pioneers wounded ; in the fort one European and 
one Sepoy were killed, and a ten inch mortar difabled. In the night 
the enemy worked hard in thickening the crochet .out of which 
they had been driven, completed their third zig-zag, which ex- 
tended 100 yards beyond it, moftly on the glacis, but .inclining to 
the left of the falient angle ; and not only began, but finiftred their 
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1759- till rd crochet, which extended to the right from the head of this 
zig-zag acrofs the ridge of the glacis : they threw few mortars during 
the night, but mollly into the works; their cannon flackened like- 
wife the enfuing day, which m'rs the 2 2d, and efpecially from Lally’s 
battery, in which mod: of the embrafures were blinded; never- 
thelefs, the few employed were very effedlual, for the repeated re- 
pairs, whicli had been made in the demi and north-eaft baflions, ren- 
dered the fubftituted merlons fo weak that they cmmbled to every 
fhot : a twelve-pounder was difabled on the north ravelin by a Ihell, 
three Europeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepoys 
wounded. In the night the enemy puflied on the fap of the fourth 
2ig-zag 20 yards beyond their third crochet, and having made a 
fmall return or fhoulder to the left, continued it from hence quite 
up to the falient angle of the coi ered way, and fixed fome gabions 
on the creft of the glacis on the right hand of this angle : the conteft 
was now brought very near the walls, and was difputed without 
intermiffion: the whole progrefs of the fourth zig-zag was expofed 
to the fire of the ftockade of palmyra trees which the garrifon had 
planted acrofs the eaft fide of tlie glacis to the furf, and from this 
ftockade the guard kept up a conftant fire of mufketry on the enemy’s 
workmen, as did another guard from the lalient angle of the glacis ; 
and parties of grenadiers were fent out every hour along the beach 
beyond the ftockade to fire upon the third crochet, and all the fap 
advanced beyond it ; cannon, mortars, and mufketry, were likewife 
fired throughout the night from every part that bore upon their work; 
but could not flop it, for the enemy had increafed the number both of 
their workmen and guards; they likewife finifhed their battery at the 
end of their third zig-zag, which fhouldered on their fecond crochet, 
and opened it the next morning, which was the 23d, with four 
guns ; but it was fo ill conftrudled, that only one of the guns could 
be brought to bear upon the north ravelin, which it w’’as in- 
tended to batter. The Lorrain battery remained clofed, but the 
hofjjital, the burying-ground, and Lally’s, with the mortars as 
before, continued a flackening fire, the cannon only in the day, but 
. the mortars through the night likewife. The ammunition of both 
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began to wax fcant, and they were waiting for more which had 1759. 
been embarked on the 1 4th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How- 
ever, their fire difabled a twenty-four-pounder on the royal baftion, 
and completed the ruin of all the embrahires on the right face of 
the ravelin; in which a Ihot from Lally’s penetrated quite through 
the merlon : in the night, the enemy attempted to pulh their gabions 
clofe to the covered way of the N. e. lalient angle, from whence 
pioneers were fent to overfet them, who rolled fbme into the lea, 
and pulled others into the covered-w^ay ; this conteft was maintained 
at repetitions for three or four hours, and fu])ported by the hotteft fire 
of mulketry, and of grape Ihot from the north-eall baftion, and the 
fafcine battery on the beach : 70 difcharges were made out of one 
of the guns : five Europeans were killed and ten wounded in the 
night and day, moft of whom fuffered in thefe attacks : one Sepoy 
was likew'ife killed, and fix wounded: on the 24th, a twenty-four 
pounder was difabled on the north-eaft baftion, of which the works 
had fcai'cely received in the night a repair adequate to the detriment 
of the preceding day : but fix of the embrafures in the north ravelin 
were reftored ; the other three ftill remained unfit for fer\'ice. 

At feven in the evening, a party of the enemy, confifting of 50 
men, who had waited for the dark, advanced from the neareft 
crochet to the ftockade, from which the guard,, which confifted only 
of 13 men, ran away to the blind before the n. e. baftion they were 
immediately lent back with the addition of n more reiblute lerjeant 
and ten grenadiers ; but v/ere fcarcely returned, when this ferjeant 
was fliot dead through the ftockade ; on v/hich the party ftopped, 
waiting for diredlions ; and the officer commanding at the blind re- 
called them ; after which it was thought imprudent to make another 
attempt to recover the ftockade, although capable of giving much 
annoyance to the enemy’s work. 

At night, a raelTcnger from Tritchinopoly brought a letter 
from Captain Jofeph Smith, with intelligence he had received 
from Angengo. The Prefidency ten. days before had received advices 
from Mr. Pococke, that the Iquadron had arrived on the loth of 
December at Bombay,, where he found fix of the company’s Ihips 
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1759. and two of the line, with 600 men of’ Draper’s regiment on board; 
which were arrived there a few days before, having pafled the Cape 
of Good Hope too late in the feafon to gain the coaft of Coromandel ; 
the letter from Cajjtain Smith gave intelligence that the company’s 
fhips, with all the troops on board, had failed under the convoy of two 
frigates from Bombay on the 31 ft: and the fpies which came in 
from the enemy’s camp reported that this news was likewife known 
there, and had determined Mr. Lally to make a general aflault on 
the fort this very night ; on which the whole garrifon and all the 
inhabitants were ftationed and remained under arms at^their refpec- 
tive polls until the morning. 

The fire of the camion, mtilketry, and mortars, from the fort, al- 
though maintained conftantly throughout the night, did not prevent 
the enemy from adv^ancing their fap along the glacis, on the eaft face 
of the covered- way, as far as the left of the ftockade, and they made a 
return on the right to the creft of the glacis ; but had not time to 
extend the fap to the left, along the front of the ftockade towards the- 
liirf, nor even to complete a jiroper lodgment in the return, the want 
of which left their workmen expofed to the fire of the covered-way; 
but on the other fide of the falient angle they had railed gabions, and 
made confiderable progrefs in a retrenchment intended for a battery. 

The night pafled without any alarms of the luppofed aflault; and 
the enfuing day, which was the 25th, continued with the ulual 
fire of cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when a fally 
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number of 
grenadiers, in all forty Ibldiers with arms, who covered twenty 
pioneers with tools. Juft before the blind, on the eaft face of the 
covered way, parallel to the fame face of the demi baftion, was a 
paflage cut in the glacis towards the furf; through which the party 
pafled, and then proceeding along the ftirf, round the right of the 
ftockade, came in flank of the head of the enemy’s lap, from which 
their firft fire drove all their guards and workmen, who retreated 
to their retrenchment at the falient angle waiting for luccours; 
during which the Englilh foldiers maintained their ground, and the 
pioneers overfet the gabions, fome into the fea, others into the 
5 covered- 
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covered“Way, and deftroyed whatfbever implements they found : this 1 759, 
attack lafted 20 minutes, by which time the enemy had gathered, 
and were advancing in much luperior numbers, from the retrench- 
ment; upon which the party was recalled, and retreated, giving 
and receiving fire. A ferjeant with three grenadiers were killed ; fix 
others of the foldiers, with Captain Black, who commanded the 
fally, and Lieutenant Fitzpatrick, were wounded. The enemy’s 
artillery bore moft on the royal and demi balHons; their mortars 
falling on the works wounded many more than ufual. The total lofs, 
including that in the fallies, was eight Europeans and three Sepoys 
killed, and 17 Europeans with 13 Sepoys wounded. 

The enemy’s lap being advanced to the eaft flank of the covered- 
way threatened immediate danger by llirprize on the eaft face of the 
fort, to v/hich the fea-gate gave the faireft opening; for the em- 
brafures in the north flank of the battei'v before it had been ruined 
by the enemy’s ftiot which had milled or flown over the n. e. baftioii 
and fafeine battery; and the gateway itfelf was a fpacious arch Ihut 
occafionally with folding doors; fo that, Ihould the enemy ever make 
a general alTault on the ruined works to the north, a party fent at 
the fame time along the furf, or even in boats, might force their 
way through the gate with petards; and this party might pafs with- 
out much interruption ; for the fafeine battery which barricaded the 
beach was nearly demolilhed. The whole of the working party 
of the night was therefore allotted to remedy thefe defefls, and be- 
fore morning they repaired the falcine battery, reftored the embrafures 
of the battery before the fea-gate, bricked up the arch of the gate- 
way, and opened a fmall gate on the left hand, which had been 
doled. In the fucceeding nights the workmen began and continued 
the intended ditch with palifadoes round the fea-gate battery, which 
had hitherto been deferred for fervices of more immediate necelfity. 

The enemy, employed the night with equal diligence, and puftied 
the lap of their retrenchment from the falient angle 70 yards along 
the north face of the covered-way, and widened the work in an 
excavation fufticient to contain cannon and a large detachment 
of troibps;. this work, with what was done the night before on. 
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1759. the other fide, entirely embraced the falient angle of the covered- 

January. 'Vav. 

The following day, which was the 36th, the enemy fired moil: 
of their fliot into the town ; and mofl: of their Ihells, as in the j)re- 
ceding night, into the \v'orks of the north front, by which a tv'en tv- 
four pounder was dilmounted on the n. e. bailion, and the cafualties 
from the evening to the evening were five Sepoys and one Euronean. 
killed, and 1 1 ^v■ounded, of w'hom were the Lieutenants Lang, an.ti 
Little, who lofi: his left arm. In the fucceedmg night the encmv 
widened and railed, their work on the ci'elt of the glacis, notwith- 
ftandina; the conllant fire of the defences; and no. guards could anv 
longer be kept at the falient angle they had invefted, but Gentries 
were advanced every quarter of an hour from the blind before the 
N. E. baftion, to obferve whether they were beginning any new 
works, but difeovered none. In the 24 hours to the evening of the 
27th, no damage was done to any of the artillery, but five Euroj^eans 
were killed and five vvounded, and one with five Sepoj's. The 
enemy’s workmen remained very filent in their trenches through 
the night. 

Three hundred Sepoys were intended to fally before day-bi’eak on 
the 38th, in order to furprize the enemy’s battery of two guns. to the 
fouth of the bar : but marching too late v/ere difeerned, and re- 
ceived the fire of the battery before they had croffed the bar, on Avhich 
they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the 
enemy began to fire again from the battery near their fecond 
crochqt, which had remained filent ever fince they opened it inef- 
fedlually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured 
to redtify the erroneous coiiftrudlion of the embralures, which were 
intended againft the right face of the north ravelin : they had like- 
wife brought up two ten-inch mortars to this battery, with which, 
and three guns, they commenced their fire; but one of the guns 
failed at nine o’clock, and another at ten ; in the afternoon another, 
which they were trying in the 4th embrafure, was difabled by a Ihot 
from the fort ; after which, the cannonade from this battery ceafed 
entirely, but the mortars continued. At noon a party with many 
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joke of oxen aflembled at the bar, in order to draw off the two 1759. 
gmis there; but the firing of the fort fooii made them remove the 
Qattle out of reach. The cafualties from the preceding night to 
the evening of this clay were one European and one Laicar killed, 
with ten Europeans and nine Sepoys wounded. 

During the night the enemy drew off one of the gtins at the bar ; 
their workmen carried on a mining i'ap from the left of the p'alm} ra 
jliockade acrofs the glacis, and on a level lower than the covered 
way, intending to pafs under this likewife in order to open the 
counterlcarp of the ditch ; they executed this work with fo much 
filence that the garrifon had no fufpicion of it until two the next after- 
noon, Avhen the fap was advanced as far as the fcarp, or brick facing 
of the glacis, and being carried too high, the earth of the covered 
way with the facing fell in, and dilcovered them; fome grenadiers 
were immediately lent to fire and throw granades into the hole, 
u/hich obliged the miners to flop, hut they renewed their lap lower. 

Their mortars continued during thefe 24 hours againft the works. 

A nine-pounder was difablecl on the n. w. ravelin by the fire from 
the holiDital; and the embrafurcs of Pigot’s baftion, and of Law- 
rence’s, the next on the left, were much damaged by Ihells and 
ftray Ihot; for both thefe Avorks AA'-ere out of the front attack, nor 
Avas there a fingle gun which bore direftly upon them; for the enemy- 
had for fome days ceafed the 4 they opened on the 7th of the month 
in this diredlion, which joined to the left Ihoulder of the Lorra.in 
battery. The cafualties from the evening to the evening Avere tAA'^o 
Europeans and three Sepoys killed, and tAvo and one woundefl. In 
the enfuing night the enemy threw many Ihells into the town, and 
continued hard at work both in their coA'ered fap, and in ralfing a 
battery on the crefl: of the glacis, but with fo much filence, that 
the garrilbn could not dilcover Avhat they Avex'e doing: the Avorking 
party of the fort were employed in reftoring the right face of the 
north ravelin, and the lame fide of the caponiere leading to it acrols 
the ditch. 

In the interval fince the defertion of the black. troops at Conje- 
veram, fcveral letters and other notices had been received from Cap- 
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tain Preflon and Mahomed Iflbof. Purfuing their intention of en- 
lifting a body of better cavalry, they arrived on the 1 2th at Lalla- 
pet, a town of great refort, to miles to the n. w. of Arcot, where 
their invitations foon collected 5ooMoorifh horfe, and 600 Morattoes, 
The Nabob’s brother, Abdalwahab Cawn, was at this time refidin" 
with their mother at Chitore, and being urged by her reprefeutations 
to fome compunction for the diftrefs of the Nabob’s affairs, he prof- 
fered his affiftance ; on which Mahomed Iflbof, with a fmall efcort, 
went to Chitore, and in a few days returned, accompanied by Ab- 
dulwahab with 1000 horfe, and more foot, being the troops he had 
kept in pay fince he quitted Arcot in the preceding year. Overtures 
were likewife made to a body of 3000 Morattoes belonging to Bala- 
gerow, and commanded by an officer named Gopaulrow, who- were 
lying at the pafs of Damalcherry ; but Gopaulrow infifted on re- 
ceiving money before any moved, on which Prefton fent him the 
bill of an opulent fhrof for 60,000 rupees, which was to be paid as 
foon as the horfe arrived at Velore; but as the meflages and march 
required eight days, the army in the interval fet out froiu Lallapet 
on the 2-2d, and halted on the 25th atTrivalore, within four miles 
of the fort of Tripaflbre, in which, as well as Pondamalee, the 
French had a garrifon of Sepoys ; but the pettah of Pondamalee 
being much opener than of Tripaflbre, Mahomed Iflbof fent off a, de- 
tachment to plunder it, which they effected after fome Ikirmilhing 
with the Sepoys from the fort, of whom feveral were killed. Befides 
the booty they got in the pettah, the detachment returned with 3000 
fheep and oxen, which had been collefted from the country, and were 
kept under the proteblion of the garrifon, in the common round the 
fort, to fupply the French army before Madrafs. The Nabob’s bro- 
ther Nazeabulla, who had accompanied Mr. Moracin to Pondicherry, 
and afterwards the French army to the fiege, had lately returned to 
Nelore ; and the example and exhortations of his brother Abdul- 
wahab, had reclaimed him fo far, as to promife to join him at Triva- 
lore with his force ; but he delayed, and the army having been Vein- 
forced with ammunition and two more three-pounders from Ching- 
lapet, proceeded on the 27th to Trimliwaffi, a town fituated on the 
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ikirts of Malrawzes wood, 1 2 miles to the N, \v. of Madrals. The 1759. 
Polygar, with an agent who had been fent to him by the governor, 
came to the camp, and promil'ed to bring 2000 Peons and a fnpply 
of rice : but, finding no money was intended to be given him, re-» 
turned the next day into his wood, and appeared no moi e. jNIaho- 
med Iflbof, as foon as the camp was pitched, rode with a party of 
horfe as far as Maflcelyne’s garden, which ftands two miles N. w. of 
Fort St. George, where moft of the oxen belonging to the French' 
army were kept under the care ,of a guard of Sepoys and-black- 
horfe ; whom Mahomed IlToof’s party put to flight, and leized moft 
of the cattle. The next day the whole body of French cavalry, who 
were 300, and Rajahfaheb’s who were 800, encamped to the north* 
of the garden, and on the 29th one of their parties routed one of 
Abdulwahab’s, and took ten prilbners. The attention to this army, 
fince their arrival in the neighbourhood, diminiflied the aftivity of 
the enemy’s operations againfi: the fort, by the detachments they 
were obliged to fend and recal on different reports and alarms. 

Their approach, juft as the enemy’s works were advanced- fo near- 
the defences increafed the. alacrity of the garrilbn.. 

On the 30th, at 1 1 in the forenoon, a fail was deferied to- the. 
ibuthward ; when nearer, her colours were difeerned to be Englifh, , 
and her form that of one of the Company’s (hips. All the French 
veflels, which were five, flung out Englifh colours likewife ; and 
the twO'fhips, the Harlem and Briftol, prepared to get under weigh. 

A catamaran was immediately dilpatched from ‘the fort, warning 
the ftranger to beware of them; in the evening Mr. Dalrymple 
was fent in a boat, with farther inftru 61 ions to the captain. Tha 
catamaran got on board before the fhip came to an -anchor, which 
was not until nine- at* night ; and fbon after ths Briftol came up, re- 
ceived and returnetLa broadfide, and fell to lee^vard/ The fhip was 
the S'haftfbury EaftTndiaman, commanded by captain Nathaniel 
Inglifs, and one of thofe which were bringing Draper’s regiment 
from Bombay : but, failing much worle than the others, they 
made her the hofpital fhip, and left her off. the fouth of Ceylon 
on the 7th of the month, after which, a luckier vein of wind and 
current brought her to her port before them. The fick, who were 
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1759. 36 men of the regiment, only added to the diftrefs of the garrifbn ; 

J^ai^ but fhehad on board 37 chefts of filver, and many military ftores, 
amongd them, hand-grenades, and bombs of the largeft lizes, of 
which the garrifon were much in need, having nearly expended 
their flock of thefe articles. The communication of letters was 
eafy and expeditious, after the fhip came to an anchor; and, by the 
governor’s order, file threw out at day- break the enfigns of a man 
of war, and I'cceived, as if fuch, a falute of 13 guns from the fort. 
At the fame time the enemy on fhore began to lire upon her with 
one gun from their neglc£led' battery at the fecond crochet, and two 
from the breaft-work to the fouth, near the bar; all the three were 
tw'enty-four pounders; and ibmctimes fent red-hot balls. At three 
in the afternoon, the Briftol, which had fallen far to leeward, worked 
up again into the rojid ; vvhilft drawing nigh, boats with fbldiers 
went off to her from the black town. The Harlem, which had like- 
wife been manned from the fliore, bore doum at the fame time, and 
the Shaftfbury had got under weigh to change her flation, but 
being intercepted l5y the Briflol, fuflained the engagement under fail 
for two hours, and then anchored, where dire6led, as near as the 
foundings would admit, oppoiite to the fouth-eaft baftion. The 
other fhips anchored likeu ife, but far out in the offing, and never- 
thclefs continued firing until night. The rigging of the Shaftfburj 
was much damaged by the fire of thefiiips, andlhe received feverallhot 
through her hull from the fhore: but no one was wounded, except 
Lieutenant Browne of the regiment, who loft his right arm. Before 
10, the maflbolas of the garrifbn landed the fick and the treafure ; 
and it being ful'pecled that the enemy’s fhips might attempt to 
board the Shaftfbury with their boats, the go\'ernor fent optional 
orders to Captain Inglifs, either to efcape out of the road, maintain- 
his ftation, or run the.fhip afliore. The confide^e was well placed, 
and Inglifs determined on the choice of dangCT. The next day, 
which was the firft of February, fhe flood the fame fire from the 
fhore, fome from the Harlem, but none from the Briflol, for this 
Ihip had failed away in the night to Pondicherry ; and on the fecond, 
none from the Harlem, which anchored far out in the offing ; but 
the fire upon her from the fhore ftill continued. 
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The preparations of the enejxiy on fliorc againft the Shaftfbury, 
flackened their fire againft the fort on the jOtii, the day the was dil- 
cerned. The three eznbra fares on the left of Lalis's Izatterv, -which 
bore upon the right face in the north ravelizi, continued; the two 
next to them, which were the left of the four that *had hitherto 
been emplo)'ecl againlt the north-eufi: baftion, likewife remained 
free ; but the interpofitioii of their own work on the crefl of the 
glacis precluded the uie of the two otlier embrafures agaiult this 
baftion, as v/ell as of the four which hi d battered in breach the 
falient angle of the demi baftion; but they did not think it worth 
their while to remove the guns of thefe embrafures into thofe on 
the right, in order to batter towards the flioulder angle, that . 
next the flank of this Iraition, becaufe they intended, as ufual, to 
make the breach at the falient angle, in which their fire had already 
almoft ruined the parapet. The fire of the bur\ ing-ground battery, 
with four guns, continued on the left face of the north ravelin, and 
the flank of the demi baftion, and the four guns in the holpital-battery 
enfiladed the whole of the north front. I'he outward gun in Tally’s 
battery which remained free againft the north-eaft baftion, they turned . 
againft the flioulder merlon on the left of t!ie fafeine battery, raifed 
by the garrifon on the edge of the furf, of which all the. four guns 
bore on this and the three next embrafures of Tally’s, to the' left. Their 
mortars in.this, the burying-ground, and the battery between them, 
likewife continued as before. Such was their fire at the clofe of this • 
day ; and in thefe 34 hours one 1 8 pounder was difmounted by the 
hofpital-battery on Pigot’s baftion, i European, ^^'ith 3 Sepoys, . 
"Were killed, and 9 Europeansj with 2 Sepoys, wounded. 

The enemy’s mortars cpntinued through the enftiing night, and . 
moftly againft the defences. They worked hard under ground from 
the palmyra ftockade ; but, as before, without being difeovered; and ; 
the earth they threw up on the creft of the glacis likewife concealed 
there intentions there, although the garrifon gave frequent alerts, 
and threw grenades every half hour, hoping the occiafion of a liic- 
cefsful ially to explore their work blit ' the enemy here took. 
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no alarm. It was fuppofed they were carrying on a covered fap 
towards the blind before the north-ead: baftion, which threatened 
the moft dangerous mine they could fpring ; and to counteradl: their 
intention by meeting their work, the garrifon opened a fap from the 
left of the ditch, and directed it acrols and under the ground imme- 
diately in front of the blind. The mining gallery towards their battery 
on the creft of the glacis was likewifc puflied on with much 
diligence. The enluing morning, the enemy at lun-rife opened four 
embrafures in this battery, which extended to the right from the 
fuinmit of the falicnt angle; one of them pointed to the N. e- baftion, 
and all the four bore on the falient angle of the demi; but they had 
raifed the embrafures fo high, that none of their (hot could ftrike 
the parapet, but all flew over the fort; fo that after five or fix 
rounds they ceafed firing, and doled the embrafures in order to alter 
■the level. Befidcs the guns u hich they opened and kept up againft 
the Shaftlbury, their other batteries againft the fort continued 
through the day : the hofpital and burying-ground, with all their 
•guns, but Lally’s only with ^l^'e, three of which werethofe againft the 
north ravelin, and the other two, which were the next to them, fired 
raoftly againft the fufcine battery, where they difabled two twelve 
pounders-; a twenty-four pounder was likewife difmounted on the 
royal baftion: the cafualties to the troops were 4 Europeans killed, 
and 9, with 3 Sej-ioys wounded. During the night, the garrifon, 
befides the repair of the works, continued their gallery towards the 
falient aii^le, and the covered lap before the blind. The enemy 
continued, their fap likewife ftill undifcovered, and worked in alter- 
ing their breaching battery; but when they opened it again the 
next morning with five guns, the fiiot as, before flew over, and they 
were again obliged to dole the embrafures. 

This day was -the firft of February : the fire of the two guns 
from the bar to the s. and the other to the n. at the fecond crochet,: 
continued a crolTing fire againft the Shaftlbury with much aim, and 
fometimes with red-hot Ihot, of which feveral went through the 
hull. The Harlem likewife fired and helped to .ruin her .rigging,' 
The fort fired upon the Harlem and on the enemy’s fouthern guns 

and 
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and in the evening a twenty-four pounder, which bore on them 1 759. 
from the San Thome or fouth-eaft baftion, burft, whilft Mr. Pigot 
the governor was there ; he and tv.'o other men were flightly wound- 
ed, but four more died of their hurts. The reft of the fire on 
both fides continued as the day before, excepting that the enemy’s 
mortars were not fb frequent. The Cuddalore, a fchooner belong- 
ing to the Company, which had lain fome days at Paliacate where 
file had ftopped feveral boats coming from the northward to the 
enemy’s camp, came this day near the road ; but feeing the Harlem 
ready to weigh, flood out again to fea. A twenty-four pounder was 
difabled in the fainting battery of the fort by its own fire on the 
Harlem. The cafualties, befides thole who fuffered on the San 
Thome baftion, were 2 Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys, 
wounded. In the night, as well as the day, the pioneers of the 
garrifon continued the two galleries, the one tow^ards the enemy's 
battery on the falient angle of the glacis, the other under the blind, 
and the reft of the workmen were chiefly employed in repairing the 
parapet towards the falient angle of the demi baftion. 

In the morning of the 2d, the enemy opened again their embra- 
fures on the creft of the glacis, which they had been repairing all 
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their ftiot 
ftill flew too high; and the guns being expofed as before without 
refiftance to the cannon and mortars of the defences, were clofed 
again in an hour after they had opened, and remained filent the reft 
of the day. The other batteries continued as before. The Harlem 
had weighed before day-break, and anchored out of gun-lhot of the 
Shaftfbury, which now only fuftained the fire of the thfeie guns on. 

Ihore; and theirs lefs frequent than in the preceding days. At 
eight in the morning, feveral parties of horfe were difcerned from 
the fteeple, advancing in the plain about five miles- n. w. of the 
fort; and foon after appeared the whole army, with Prefton and 
Mahomed Iflbof. The enemy’s cavalry at Viparee drew out, rein- 
forcements joined them from the black town, and at three in the 
afternoon firing commenced, which lafted until lun-fet. 
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The governor had repeatedly recommended to Prefton and Ma- 
homed Iflbof to march round, and take poffeffion of St. Thome, 
and from thence to come by the fca-lhore into the fort; or to pe- 
netrate wherever elfe they fliould fee an opening; the intention of 
this jundtion was to concert meafures for a general, attack on the 
enemy’s camp, which could not be explained by letters in cipher 
and liable to interception. The effort, however, was not to be 
made by a {ally of the united force from the fort; but Prefton’s 
army, after being furnifhed with money and four days provifions, 
which the garril'on could fpare, were to march out and encamp 
abroad again; and at the appointed hour fall on the black town, 
whilfl: the- garrifon at the fame time fallied upon the enemy’s works. 
This projedl was fcarcely feafible; for the enemy, knowing the 
jundlion in the fort, would be on ftridt guard in all their polls. 
Prefton, although he difapproved the fcheme, was as folicitous as 
the governor to carry it into execution ; but the Polygars had failed 
to fupply the provifion of rice they had pi omifed, which obliged 
the army to fend for it as far as Chinglapet and Cqnjeveram, and 
detained them three days at Trimliwafh until the morning of the 
3d; when they marched, intending to pafs to San Thome between 
the black town and the Mount, notwithflanding the whole body of 
the enemy’s cavalry were lying in the way at Viparee. Mr. Lally, 
hearing of their approach, took a detachment of 300 European in- 
fantry, 500 Sepoys, and fix field-pieces, from the black town, and 
joined his two bodies of cavalry which were lying at Viparee. He 
was accompanied by Mr. Bully, and moll of the principal officers, 
of the army. They marched onward in the plain towards Pref- 
ton’s force, who feeing them coming, halted on the other fide of 9, 
long morafs formed by paddy fields, which interfecled the whole ex- 
tent of the plain from welt to call: the cavalry with Prellon, to avoid 
the enemy’s cannoyadc, kept at a dillance in the rear; but the in- 
fantry drew up under the fhelter of banks which continued along 
the edge of the morafs. Mr. Lally made feyeral motions to intice 
them to crols; but they were not feduced: on which he took poll 
at three o’clock in a fpot of ground covered by hedges and- trees, 

and 
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and opened his cannon acrofs the morafs, although at the dil- 1759- 
tance of 1000 yards, which were anfwered by only fix three- 
pounders. The Sepoys, and even the Europeans on both lides, fired • 
fometimes likewife with their fmall arms : but the horfe were nev?r 
near each other. From the advantage of fituation, notwithftanding 
the difparity of the cannon, the lofs in Prefton’s army did not 
much exceed the enemy’s, being 15 Sepoys, one European, and 
five horfe killed, and five Sepoys wounded; whereas the enemy 
left nine Europeans and thirteen horfes dead on the plain. At fun- 
fet they retreated to Viparee, where Mr. Lally likewife remained 
with the detachment of infantry ; and Prefton, for want of provi- 
fions, returned to Trimliwalh. 

In the night the enemy threw fewer fhells than ufual: from 
the morning of the ad to the morning of the 3d, was the firft day. 
fince the 4th of January, in which no one was killed in the 
fort; and no Sepoys received any hurt, but five Europeans were 
wounded. The. pioneers of the garrifbn continued the two mines: 
they who were at work under the blind dilcovered no figns of the 
fap they fulpebled; but the miners, who were pulhing under the 
covered- way towards the breaching battery, heard,' at two in the 
morning, the found of men working near them in the enemy’s 
mine on the right under the eaft face of the glacis, 'which it was 
fuppoled they had relinquifhed fince it failed on the 33d. At day- 
break they Ijjrung this mine on the infide of the covered-way, 
through the counterfcarp of the ditch, at the extremity of the cu- 
vette; into which the bulk of the explofion was thrown. Frag- 
ments of the brick-work wounded five Europeans and a Sepoy; but 
the explofion itfelf blew up none: neverthelefs, to deftroy many 
men feemed the only intent; for if it was meant to facilitate the 
defcent into the ditch, their approaches were not lufficiently for- 
ward to attempt this operation; fince the excavation was entirely 
Gommanded by the three innermoft guns in the flank of the royal 
baftion, of which all the feven being covered on the flank by the 
joreillon, and by traverfes in the rear, had received no hurt from the 
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enemy’s cannon^ and none of their mortars had chanced to light 
amoiigft them ; fo that all remained in perfedl condition, and the 
enemy, before tliey fprung the mine, fhould have raifetl a battery 
in the lame direftion, on the creft of the glacis, to take off thele 
defences. Immediately after the explolion, they began to fire from 
two embrafures of their breaching battery in the falient angle, 
which the fire of the fort, as before, foon obliged them to clofe'; 
their other batteries likewife flackeiied, and their mortars ftill more. 
Their workmen were chiefly employed during the night, in low- 
ering the embrafures of their breaching battery; the garrifon, 
befides the repairs of the demi baftion, againft which the greatefl: 
part of the enemy’s fire had been direfted, worked at their two 
mining galleries. The calualties of the day and night, befides the 
men wounded by the enemy’s mine, were only one Sepoy killed, 
and one wounded. 

At day-light on the 4th, the enemy again opened their breaching 
battery on the creft of the glacis, and for the firft time fired from all 
tile fix embrafures, which, although fomething lowered, ftill remained 
too high to ftrike below the parapet of the baftions ; and the endea- 
vour neceflary to reduce them even to this level retarded the repeti- 
tions of their fire. The two embrafures in the left of the battery bore 
«n the north-eaft, the other four on the demi baftion. The n. e. 
returned with three guns, but the demi baftion with none ; for the 
embrafures were doled, in order to let tlie workmen thicken the 
parapet within ; and their fire was much better llipplied by the four 
innermoft guns in the flank of the royal baftion, upon which not a 
gun in the breaching liattery againft which they fired, nor from any 
Other, could bear; and the gunners, fenfible of their fecurity, fired 
with deliberate aim, whilft the three guns on the n. e. baftion conti- 
nued hotly on their oppofites, and both together obliged the eneniy 
in left than an hour to withdraw their guns, and clofe the em- 
brafures ; nor did they attempt to open them again during the reft 
of the day. At feven the gallery carrying on towards this hatteiy 
having been pulhed to the banquet of the covered- way fell in at the 
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end there, and the light came in ; but the miners flopped the hole 
fo ibon, that the enemy did not difcover the mifchance. The gal- 
lery was then filled five or fix feet back, and from hence a return 
made to the right, from which it was again continued flraight for- 
ward under the glacis. In the night, the enemy had withdrawn 
the two twenty-four pounders from the bar, in order to replace others, 
which had been dlfabled in the north front of the attack ; they 
however fubflituted a fix-pounder to check any fally from the fort. 
The ceffation of this fire to the fouth releafed the Shaftfbury from the 
greatefl moleflation flie had endured, by which feveral of her men 
had been killed, and wounded, her hull ftiot through in many places, 
and all her mafts and rigging ruined. In the morning, before 
day -light, flie had moved from her flation under the guns of the 
s. E. or San Thome baftion, and anchored about a mile in the 
offing, oppofite to the fea-gate. The Fi'ench fhips continued at their 
anchors out of gun-fhot; fb that all the annoyance which Ihe . re- 
ceived through the day was a fhot now and then from the fingle 
gun at the fecond crochet. Againft the fort, the four guns at the 
burying-ground continued with vivacity, but the two enfilading in 
the Lorrain, and the four crochet on the holpital-battery with.lefs 
frequency: all the enemy’s firfl-rate bombs were expended, and 
moft of the next fizes, fo that they only fired a few fliells of eight 
and ten inches from the fecond crochet. In the evening, a flooj> 
from, Pondicherry anchored at San Thome with a lupply of flores. 
During the night, the enemy fired a great deal of mufketry upon 
the covered-way, and the garrifon, befides the repairs, continued 
the two mines. The cafualties of the night and day were one 
European and three Sepoys killed, and four with two wounded, and 
a twenty-four, pounder was difabled on the demi baflion. 

Early in the morning of the 5th, the Plarlem, the Diligent, 
and three finaller veflels, got under fail from their flation before 
the black town, where they left only one, a fmall flopp, and Hand- 
ing to the fbuthward were out of fight before the evening. The 
caufe of their fudden departure, was a report from Pondicherry, 
that feveral Ihips of force had been feen off Negapatam. At fun- 
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rife, the enemy again opened their breaching battery, but before 
they had fired three rounds were obliged to dole it again by the fame 
fire as the day before. At nine, a red flag feen on the Mount fig- 
•nified that Prefton’s and Mahomed Iffoof’s army were arrived there 
from Trimliwafh; they had before reprefented the neceffity of re- 
maining at a diftance until fupplied with ammunition and ftorcs 
from Cbinglat)et, provifions from the country, and money from 
Madrafs. Mr. Pigot ordered them at all events to attempt the 
effort fb often recommended of marching into the fort; but, left it 
fhould fail, difpatched in the evening ten of the troop of Euro- 
pean horfe, with Captain \"aflerot, each carrying .a thoufand pa- 
godas, who crolfed the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at 
Chindadrapettah, and arrived at the Mount at ten at night, of which 
they immediately gave notice to the garrifon by four rockets and a 
large fire. The fire of the enemy’s batteries was flacker than ufiial 
-in the day, their fhells very few, and little mufketry in the night. 
Neverthelefs the calualties until the morning of the 6th, were 
another twenty-four pounder difabled on the demi baftion, one Euro- 
pean and three Sepoys killed, and four Europeans wounded. 

The enemy’s breaching battery remained filent during the 6th ; nor 
had thgy repaired the damages it had fuftained; but in Tally’s of 
which the fire had ceafed fince the 30th of the laft month, fix embra- 
fui-es appeared to have been reftored to. good condition for fervice; but 
fo many of the enemy’s guns had been ruined, that they were obliged 
to withdraw the four from the recochet battery at the hofpital, to 
furnifli the embrafures at Tally’s' which, however, they did nbt 
open until the next day ; fo that their fire this day was from fewer 
guns than in any fince they began the fiege, confifting only of the 
four guns at the burying-ground, and two in the Torrain- battery; 
•but they added two ten-inch mortars to the two already eftabliflied 
at the lecond crochet. All their cavalry, European, as well as the 
black, were obferved filing off to the Choultry Plain ; and Sepoys, 
with guns and tumbrils, were feen marching that way from the 
black town. I'he night pafled without fkirmifh, for the enemy 
were not heard at work on the creft of the glacis; but their mortars 
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continued. In the day and night two Europeans were killed, and 
two-wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. 

In the morning of the 7th the enemy began to fire, as was ex- 
pefted, ffom Lallv’s battery, but only from four of the embrafiires, 
and with a mortar on the right, all bearing upon the deml and 
xiorth-eaft baftions, which together returned fix guns : the othe? 
batteries continued as the day before, and the mortars in the night ; 
during which no alarms w'ere given either by the enemy or the gar- 
rilbn : two guns were difabled on the north-eafi: baftion two Eu- 
ropeans were killed, and five, and two Sepoys, wounded.. 

Notwithftanding the inefficacy of the breaching battery, the reft 
of the enemy’s fire had by this time rent the falient angle of the 
demi baftion from top to bottom; and Mr. Lally, who viewed every 
thing with enthufiafm, ordered the principal engineers and artillery 
officers to give their opinion on the feafibility of ftorming. this 
breach, and declared his own of fiiccefs; but the officers confider- 
ed the queftion with more deliberation. They agreed that the de- 
fcent into the covered way from the breaching battery on one fide, 
and the gabions on the other, of the falient angle of the glacis, was 
ealy, and that the defcent into the ditch and paflage acrofs it had 
been rendered very pradticable.by the mine they had fprung in the 
covered-way from the eaftern fide of the glacis, of which the ex- 
plofion had filled up a fufficient Ijxace at the end of the cuvette or 
trench of water dug along the middle of the ditch ; but a rank of 
ftrong palifadoes ranged along the other fide of the cuvette, and 
. having hitherto received no damage muft be torn down by hand, 
before the troops could gain the foot of the breach ; who, during 
the defcent into the ditch, would be expofed, without the cover of a 
lingle gabion on the flank, to the fire of the north-eaft baftion and 
of mufketry from the blind before it ; to fix guns in the curving 
flank of the royal baftion, and abundance of fmall arms from the 
caponiefe which led acrofs the ditch to the north ravelin and the 
havoc of thefe two fires would continue without the leaft refiftanc? 
or interruption upon the troops whilfl aflaulting the breach itfelf. 
From thefe circumftances the officers declared the breach, althou^ 
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1759. pradicable, inacceffible ; but added, what they were not alked, 
from a comparifou of the forces, the profecution of works to 
quell the fire of the’ place would only facrifice the lives of many 
men without the leaft probability of fuccefs. 

The only variation in the attack during the 8th, was the addition 
of one gun on Tally’s, which now fired with five. The force with 
which the enemy intended to oppofe the army at the Mount had 
colledled in a feparate camp on the Choultry Plain, and in their rear 
at Egmore were fix field-pieces with four tumbrils. In the after- 
noon the Briftol anchored off St, Thome returning with ftores from 
Pondicherry ; and, as it was apprehended that fhe might have 
brought a fupply of large fhells, the gbvernor propofed that the 
Shaftfbury, reinforced with 40 foldiers from the fliore, fhould attack 
her. Captain Inglifs concurred in this intention with alacrity; but 
his mafts were fo much damaged, that it required the repair of two 
days before he could fet a fail. No annoyance, excepting mortars, 
Ijafled between the befiegers and the fort during the night. Before 
the morning, the gallery in front of the blind before the north-eafh 
baftion had been carried far enough toward the fea to fecure this 
work from any mines of the enemy, and was continued in a direiStion 
forward towards the palmyra palifade, of which the enemy » were 
in poffeffion, in order to crofs any other they might be attempting 
againft the eaft face of the covered way. Two explofions of powder 
had been occafioned in the enemy’s works by the fall of fliells during 
the night. In thefe 24 hours were one European and one Sepoy 
killed, and two EurojDeans and one Sepoy wounded ; but no gun 
was difmounted. 

In the three lafi: days, informatiori had been received from Captain 
Prefton, that Major Calliaud was approaching with a reinforcement 
from the fouth ; and thefe were the firft advices concerning him, 
which had reached either Prefton or the garrifon fince his departure 
toTanjore; for every letter which he had- written pafling through the 
enemy’s country, had been either intercepted by them, or can-ied far- 
away by the melTengers. A variety of untoward incidents had pro- 
traded the execution of his commiflion. He embarked at nine in. 

the 


2 



Book X. Siege qf Fort St. George. 

the morning on the ift of December in a common malFoolah, Avhich 
had only fix rowers and the fteerfman ; he was accompanied by Mr. 
Bofwell the lurgeon, as his interpreter, and one fervant. In a 
few hours after they were at fea, a hard gale of wind arofe, in 
which they could not fhow the fail, and Icarcely ufe the oars; 
neverthelefs the drift of the wind and current carried the boat by 
9 o’clock the fecond night as far as Devi Cotah, which is by the 
lea one hundred and thirty miles from Madrafs, when the rowers 
were lb much exhaufted, that no entreaties could prevent them 
from putting alhore; and they grounded on the llrand within half 
a mile of the fort of Devi Cotah, in which was an officer and ibmc 
French Sepoys, from whole notice they were prelerved by the con- 
tinuance of the ftorm, and before day -break 2>ut to lea again ; but 
the boatmen would not venture over the larger and outer furf, and 
continued driving in the hollow lea between the two, until noon, 
when they landed at Tranquebar. The rains had overflowed the 
rivers, which remained impaflable until the 12th, On the 14th 
Calliaud arrived at Aimapettah 15 miles from Tanjore, where 
he was again detained three days by the bad weather. On the 1 7th 
he reached the city. 

The king of Tanjore, when more clofely prelTed by Captain 
Joleph Smith to furnilh the 1000 horfe requefted of him by the 
Prefidency in December, pleaded the ravages which his country 
had lately fuffered from the French army, and demanded 200,000 
rupees before-hand; at length he more plainly laid, that he thought 
the Englilh did not care what befel the territory of their allies, 
provided they could defend their own: but as he could not allege 
this indifference to himfelf when attacked by the French, he cited 
the unconcern with which they had lliffered the French to take 
every fort belonging to the Nabob, and even his capital of Arcot, 
without making any efforts to protefl them; although he knew that 
the Prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were lofing 
their own revenues. 

Major Calliaud found the king in the lame temper, lb pre- 
poflelfed of the decline of the Englilh fortune, that he negle 61 ed the 
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uluai attentions to himfelf, as their reprefentative, and inftead of a- 
houfe, allotted his habitation in a choultry. In their conference, 
the king laid he had fufficiently expoled himfelf to the re- 
fentraent of tlie French, ifMadrais fhould fallj by the affiftance 
he had already fent with Mahomed Iflbof, which were 300 
horfe; but not paid by himfelf: neverthelefs he was willing to lend 
400 more, provided Calliaud would difcharge their arrears: Cal- 
liaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Eftevan, the French 
hoftages whom the king had detained; but the king refufed, and 
let them depart on the 19th, as it were, in his fight. Never- 
thelefi, the horfe were fo neceflary that Calliaud determined not tO' 
take ofience whilft there remained any probability of getting them, and 
applied for money to the houfe of Buccangee, which was by far the: 
moft confiderable bank in the Carnatic, and had hitherto tranfafted 
the greatefipart of the Company’s exchange throughout the province :l 
but their agents in Tanjore refufed to fupply any money for bills on 
Madrafs. The king knowing this promifed the horfe fhould be 
ready in four days, if the money was paid. Calliaud then applied 
to the Dutch government of Negapatam, who proffered a loan, but 
propofed to furnifh it in coins, and at rates, which would have 
produced a lofs of 25 per cent. Thefe difappointments obliged 
him to feek the money at Tritchinopoly, where he arrived oti 
the 24th, and obtained the promife of a fupply from another fhop 
of Buccangee’s houfe eftablifhed there : he returned on the 2 7 th to 
Tanjore, where intelligence had been received the day before, that 
the Nabob with his family, who had left Madrafs on the 20th,, 
were arrived at Negapatam, and that his wife, in this fhort but 
tempeftuous palfage, had been brought to bed at fea. At the fame 
time Seid Muftoon the Nabob’s agent at Tanjore informed the king, 
that the Nabob intended to coiiie into the city in his way to Tritchi- 
nbpoly, and expedled to be met, as uHIIlI, upon the road;, but the 
embarkation, the feafon, and above all, the travail of the lady, had. 
convinced the king, contrary to the real motives, that nothing but 
the defpair of Madrafs could have induced the Englifh government 
to expole the prince of their alliance to fiich rifks and diftreffes; 
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and cither from the malignant pleafure of inliilting his fuperior in 1759. 
diflrrels, or from his dread of the French, if they Ihould prove 
^iiccefsful, or both, he refufed either to admit the Naljob into the 
city, or.to pay him a vilit without the walls: nor heeded the re- 
prefentations of Calliaud endeavoiiiing’ to porretd: his contumacy. 

U heuicws likewiiefrigJitCnpd tlieftirofl'atTritchinopoly fo much, that 
hc^^tradted his proitiile, and refufed to llipply money upon any terms, 

I low-cyerj 50 of the hdrle u;pre aironbied at Condore on.the-bank of 
thQ^Goleropiijjio miles .north of. .tlip city,, and Calliaud, in order to 
encourage, the. reft ' to follow, '.went' tliither likewife. The next 
day, .which was the 38th, a detachment of 500 Sepoys, . which 
he had ordered from Tritchinoiioly to elcort the Nabob, pafled by 
in their way to Negapatam; and on the ift of January .he recei\ ed 
from Mr. Norris, the member of the council who had accompanied 
the Nabob from Madrafs, 10 of 20,000 pagodas which had been 
fent by the Preftdency to deftay the expcnces of the garrilbu of Trit- 
chinopoly ; but although this liipply obviated the pretexts of delay, 
the king lent, out, no more horfe. On the 5th, major Calliaud vi- 
fited the Nabob 2A. . Aimapettah^ and accompanied him to Pondi, a 
village. 7. miles from Tanjore, where the illnefs of the Nabob’s wife 
detained them, the two fucceeding days, during which major Cal- 
jiaud’ went again to the city, when his exhortations, I'econded by the 
appearance of the efcort, prevailed; and the king vifited the Nabob 
on the 8th '.with the ufual ceremonies in a choultry on the road. 

Major Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s appeaiance in his own ter*- 
fitory, and at his earneft reqiieft, judicioufly put himfelf at the head 
of the elcort, and marched with him to Tritchinopoly : they arrived 
there on the loth, but Calliaud returned the next day to Condore; 
where no more horfe had hitherto joined the firft party; his letters 
and meflages, for he refolvcd not to .-vifit the king -again, availing as 
little -as before, he returned to. Tritchinopoly on the 17th, in 
hopes of levying a body of horfe In the adjacent Country ; and on his 
departure exprefied, intending it Ihould be conveyed, the utmoft indig*- 
li-atl^ii at the king’s evafions. He however left agents at Condore to 
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1 759. improve any .advantageous change which might happen in his clilpo- 
^ricl the king, alarmed by the refentment of his departure, fent 
out the remainder ot' the horfe with fcrlbes to clear their accounts ; 
on which Calliaud returned on the 21ft to Condore, and, advancing 
tirem fifteeji days pay, they croffed the Coleroon the next day, 
and on the 23d moved to Trimalvedy, & fort belonging to tho 
Arielore Polygar, on the bank of the river, about five miles above 
Condore. Here he propo.fed that they Ihould proceed i o miles far- 
ther that day ; but they halted, parlying for more pay, until the 
25th, when they marched 20 miles to Mongalpaddy, a village ftill 
in thediftrifts of Arielore; where they were joined by three com- 
panies of Sepoys from Tritchinopoly. The whole arrived and halt-- 
ed the next day at Volcondah, and on the 25 th reached Thiagar : 
here the horle refuled again to proceed until they received their ar- 
rears, which the king had promifed, and failed to fend. They were 
however fatisfied with another advance of 15 days, but requefted 
another day’s halt in expedation of fome of their neceflaries which 
were not yet come up from Tanjore. On the 3ifi: they marched 
from Thiagar to Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards. The killi- 
dar Kiftnarow, who had before taken the field with Mahomed Ifloof, 
promifed to follow with all his force from Thiagar : but none ap- 
peared. On the ift of February, Calliaud, with his own troops, 
reached Trivanalore, and the next day Villaporam. The partizan 
Lambert, with 500 Sepoys, had advanced to this place to oppofe 
their progrefs ; but, receiving certain intelligence of their force, 
went off the fame day to Gingee. The want of provifions detained 
Calliaud’s party at Villaporum until the 4th ; aiid on the 7th, at 
noon, they arrived at Chinglapet, both foot and horle fo much fa- 
tigued, for the march was feventy-five miles in three days, that 
they could proceed no farther ; on which Calliaud left them there 
to refrelh, and went away with his own attendants to the Mount, 
where he arrived at leven that night ; and as the elder officer took 
the command of all the forces there, Prefton’s, Mahomed Iffoof’s, 
and Abdulwahab’s, 
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The Mount is a craggy rock, of wliich the bafe is oblong from ^759* 
eaft to weft, and a mile round. It has two eminences, of wdiich that jvbru^. 
to the eaftward is much the higheft, being 1 50 feet, and has at 
the top a fmall level plot, in which ftands a church, the fubftitute of 
a much more ancient ftructure, dedicated, by the ancient Chri^ians 
of Coromandel and Malabar, to a St. Thomas, whom the prefent er- 
roneoufly fuppofe to be the apoftle. A flight of broad fteps leading 
to the church winds on the eafteni fide, juft where the hill itfelf 
begins to round to the north. A village of country-houfes, built by 
the Englilh, extends from the foot of the Mount about 600 yards 
to the eaft, and confifts of two rows of houles fituated in gardens 
feparated by a lane. The row which faces the fouth fronts a i>leafant ’’ 
plain, and the walls of its enclofures as well on this fide as on the 
other, where they Ikirt the lane, are on a ftraight line. The enclofure 
which terminated the front row, to the eaft, w^as the garden-houfe 
of Colonel Lawrence ; it occupied 1 00 yards to the jjlain, and, as 
all the others of this row, the fame extent backward to the lane ; 
the gardens on the other fide of the lane were not all enclofed 
with walls, but Ibme with banks and hedges ; all, however, capable 
of fome defence. The laft enclofure in this row, which from its 
owner was called Carvalho’s garden, projedled 50 yards farther out 
to the eaft than Lawrence’s, the laft in the front row, of which 
in confequence it flanked the eaftern fide : and about 200 yards 
out on the plain to the fouth, direftly oppofite to Carvalho’s, flood 
the ruins of five or fix mud houles, with leveral trees liuTounding 
a fmall brick building, which had once contained a fwamy, or 
idol. This ftation flanked_the ground before the front row of en- 
clofures. The lane that feparated the two rows continued nearly in 
a ftraight line from the eaft, and terminated at the bottom of the 
fteps leading to the lummit of the Mount. On the right hand of 
the fteps was a craggy path from the plain on the fouth, and on the 
left hand an outlet leading round the north fide of the Mount: 
contiguous to the path on the right, and within piftol-lhot of the 
fteps, was a houfe which looked upon the outlet to the ’north j 
and the laft houle on the other fide at this end of the lane com- 
manded- 
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1 7<j^. ■manded obliquely the opening of the path from the fouth; a fpacious 
gateway -at tte^hottom of the fteps-fronte'd-the jane between’. 

The black troops, esiclufive of thqfe which Major Calliaud had, left 
at ^inglapet, 'were 2200 horfe, and ±500 Sepoys ; 'bat' the Eu- 
rop^ns'-^ere cfiily 103, 12 of .whofnrwere ar<ti]iery-iheh, and id 
with -V-alTerot, troopers-; the ; other 8 0 were mu&etry, including, 
officers; the artillery wereiix-three'=^po'viiielers.>OF. th^'.S'epbj'Sy thbfJ.. 
frorri the garrifon of Ghindapfeti .aii.d 700 of'Mahbmecf ifio.of’s"might,’; 
be relied on ; blit little depeiidance could be placed' oh'/the' reft, and 
lefs on the cavalry. In this cohvidtibn,'' Calliaud Idetermined to 
rifk little in the plain, but to defend the whole village of the 
Mount, which afibrded excellent ftations. The plain to the north, 
behind the fecond row of enclofures, required few precautions, be- . 
caufe the ground, being laid out in rice fields, precluded the approach 
of cannon, and the ufe of cavalry.- But, ,if the enemy fliould get 
pofleflion of Carv-alho’s garden, they taight fo'on penetrate into all 
the other inclofures of the fecond row along the lane when the'firft. 
row, attacked from this in the rear, and in front by another divi^. 
fion of the enemy from the plain on the fouth, could not be long 
maintained. Calliaud therefore confidered Carvalho’s garden as the 
deeijive pofi, and ftationed in it 60 of the European mulketry with 
four of the field-pieces. The two other field -pieces, with the 20 
other European firelocks, and 300 Sejjoys, were polled at the fwamy- 
hbufe j- the inlets of this poll Avere barricaded, and the walls of the 
mud houfes ivere lowered to parapets for the mafketry, and where ' \ 
neceflary ftill lower for the field-pieces, but tim'e and means were', 
wanting to enclofe them either, with a ditch pr palifades. Seven- 
teen hundred Sepoys were diftributed in the gardens of the front 
row facing the fouth, but the greateft part in Lawrence’s to the 
eall, and a communication was prepared between all thefe encl^ 
lures by openings in the walls of feparation. The remaining 
ISepoys were ftationed to defend the inlets to the upper end of the. 
lane, aC^the foot of the Mount ; fome in the two houfes there, others 
on the fteps, others at the gate, and 'others in different parts of the 
rock itfelf. The black cavalry had encamped along the north 
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fide of the Mount, and were ordered to hold themfelves in readinefs 
to a6l as occafion fliould require. 

With the dawn of the next clay, which was the 9th, the enemy 
were difcerned approaching in two large bodies. The one confift- 
ing of 1200 Sepoys and 500 black horfe, advanced from the Mai*me-» 
long, or San Thome river, towards the eaft end of the village, but 
having no field-pieces, regulated their approach by that of the 
other body, which, having taken a circuit to the left, were per- 
ceived at two miles diftance on the plain to the fouth. This body 
confifted of 300, being the whole of the French European cavalry, 
and 600 Eurc^ean infantry ; the cavalry was in the centre in. two 
ranks, the troojiers on the right, the dragoons next, the hufiars on 
the left. The infantry were equally divided on each fide of the 
cavalry, and both divifions had two field -pieces on each of their 
flanks, eight in all, of which two were twelve, two nine, .and the 
other four fix-pounders. The whole was commanded by a relation, 
of Mr. Tally’s, of the fame name, and with the rank of colonel. 
rThe black horfe with Calliaud formed on his fummons in front of the 
garden walls ; they were crowded, according to their cuftom, ten or 
twelve ranks in depth. Abdulwahab prefented himfelf with feeming 
refolution at their head, and Calliaud, with the 1 0 troopers and Val'- 
ferot, rode on their left. The French cavalry were advancing before 
their infantry j and it was the intention of Calliaud, that his own 
fliould wait until they came in a line wdth the flank fire of the field- 
pieces at the fwamy-houfe : but w^hen they were wdthin 1 000 yards, 
where the ground 'began to take an afcent towards the garden u'alls, 
although fcarcely perceptible in a lefs fpace, the whole body of the 
black cavalry with Calliaud fet.off Icampering, fliouting, andflourifti- 
ing their fabres. The French cavalry came on to meet them at around 
trot ; but halting fuddenly, the firfl: rank difcharged their carbines, 
by which four or five horfes, and as many men, w'ere brought to the 
ground, on which the whole, excepting Calliaud and the To troojiers, 
went off at once, fome efcaping along the fide of the Mount to their 
right, but others turning, preffed into the path in their rear, which 
Jed into the head of the lane at the foot of the fteps, andpiiflied acrofs 
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1 759. it by the other outlet, to the plain on the north of the Mount. The 
French cavalry followed them until they themfelves came within 
reach of the flank fire of the field-pieces at the fwamy-houfe, which 
falling amongfl: the troopers and dragoons on the right, obliged them 
to check and turn back; but the hufliars on the left, not feeling fo 
much of this annoyance, puflied on, and purfued the fugitives through 
the opening into the upper end of the lane, where they immediately 
fell under the fire of the 500 Sepoys ported in the different rtations 
in that part of the Mount and in the two houfes, which drove them 
with as much precipitation as thofe they were purliiing, through 
the outlet to the north, from whence they galloped round the 
Mount, and rejoined the cavalry from which they had feparated, 
in the plain to the fouth. Calllaud, with the troopers, retreated to 
the enclofure next Lawrence’s garden, and his horfe, which had re- 
ceived a ball in the breart, fell under him at the gate. As foon as 
the huflars returned, the whole of the French line advanced again in 
the fame order as before, and halted at the dirtance of 600 yards; 
the divifion of infantry on the right, oppofite to the fwamy-houfe ; 
the other on the left, over againrt the lart enclofures at the foot of 
the Mount. From thefe fituations the infantry of both divifions fent 
forward their field-pieces 200 yards nearer, which began a brilk and 
indifcriminate cannonade againrt the garden walls, and the port at the 
fwamy-houfe, which was anlwered with efteft only by the two 
field-pieces at this port ; for the fire of the Sepoys, even here as well 
as in the gardens, was thrown away, and neverthelefs could not be 
rertrained. INlean while the body of enemy’s troops to the eart halt- 
ed behind a ridge, which extended at the dirtance of 400 yards, op- 
polite to Carvalho’s garden, againrt which their Sepoys kept up a 
conrtant and ufelefs fire of mulketry, which neverthelefs was often 
anfwered from the four field-pieces in the garden. 

Colonel Lally feeing no efFedl from his field-pieces againrt the 
- garden walls to the fouth, and the danger of ftorming them, 
before the advanced port at the fwamy-houfe was carried, de- 
tached at nine o’clock lOo Europeans from the divifion of infan- 
try on the right, to attack it at the pulh of bayonet ; but the fire 
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of the two field-pieces, and the mulketry there, met them fo hotly, ^759* 
that they broke within 30 yards of thepoft, and retreated with pre- 
cipitation to their divifion, which on this repulfe recurred again 
to their field-pieces. Calliaud, neverthelefs, was convinced that 
the pofi: would be foon attacked again, and could not be main- 
tained thoughout the day, and therefore drew off one of the field- 
pieces. At ten the enemy fent a ftronger detachment to make anor 
ther attack, who were beat off as the fii'ft ; and half an hour after 
another attack was made by 200 of the divifion, who were likewife 
repulfed; but thefe fiiccelTes had fo much elated the defenders, that 
all the Sepoys, with moft of the Europeans, accompanied by enfign 
Airey himfelf, rufhed out to purfiie the detachment; w'ho, as if 
by defign, retreated faft, and led them 300 yards into the plain : 
two troops of horfe, who had been patrolling in the rear of the in- 
fantry, chanced at this moment to be juft behind the remaining Eu- 
ropeans of the divifion to the right; and feeing the advantage, fet 
off at full gallop and fell fword in hand upon the purfuers, before 
they had time to form in proper order to refill: the ftiock. All were 
in an inftant fcattered, and many were cut down before they reached 
the fwamy-houfe; when, although fafe, they did not think themfelves 
ib, but leaving the field-piece, ran out on the other fide to gain the 
gate of Lawrence’s garden, which ftood open before them; but before 
they got there, the troopers galloping round the eaft fide of the poft,felI 
upon them again, up to the very gate, where their career was checked 
by a ftrong fire of the Sepoys, whom Mohomed Iffoof, feeing the 
difafter, had ranged along the walls. The furprize, for feveral fell, 
deprived the cavalry likewife of the recolleftion to return, and take 
fhelter behind the cover at the Iw'amy-houfe ; but they galloped a- 
crofs the angle of Lawrence’s towards the angle of Carvalho’s gar- 
den, where Calliaud feeing them coming, met them with the fire of 
the 4 field-pieces in this poft : but the gunners having hitherto only 
ufed ball, forgot to change their charge for grape ftiot, which great- 
ly diminiftied the execution; for the cavalry palfed within 30 yards 
•of the angle, and continued galloping onward to the uorth-eaft, un- 
til out of reach, when they turned in the rear of their Sepoys be- 
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hind the ridge. Ho wev^er ibine of them fell ; but all the lofs they 

had differed was much lefs than the Iiavock they had made; for 

they had killed or cut down more than a hundred, but inohly 
✓ 

Se])oys. 

The right divifion of the enemy’s infantry with their field-pieces im- 
merliately tookpolfefiioaof the deierted poll:; tl ir left like wife advanc- 
ed ibmething nearer the inclolurcs on their fide, and both began a hot 
cannonade againft the garden walls, which being flight, but of brick, 
were eafily perforated. The Sepoys within took flicker behind the 
houfes, ready to man the walls on a clofer attack ; but cAxr and anon, 
one or other of thofe, obliged to move to and fro, w'as killed; and 
thefe cafualties, although few, difpirited many, who took every oppor- 
tunity to quit their ftations, and fteal into the back inclofiires, from 
whence they efcaped round the Mount, and haftened far from the 
field. Of the black cavalry not more than a hundred had returned 
fince the rout in the morning, and kept both the rows of enclofures 
between themfelves and tire enemy’s fhot. At noon a party was 
difeerned advancing from the San Thome river, with a piece of 
camion drawn by many oxen. It was a heavy iron eighteen-poun- 
der. The field-pieces at Caiwalho’s fired upon them at random fhot, 
which frightened the cattle, and obliged the drivers feveral times to 
unyoke the reftive, and at lafl: to throw them all off, when the Laf- 
cars alone dragged the gun : but when arrived at the ridge, where, 
the Sepoys had taken pofl:, it could not be made ufe of behind it; 
and whilft they were drawing it further forward into the plain, fe- 
veral {hot which took place amongfl: them interrupted their attempt. 
At length it was brought to a proper ftation, and at 2 o’clock began 
to fire at point blank; it w^as oppofed as before by the 4. three- 
pounders, which could not with the fame certainty reach fo far, and 
feveral of the men ferving them were killed by the fhot, and wounded, 
by fragments of the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fbuth, be- 
fides their cannonade, which continued hotter than in the forenoon, 
advanced at different intervals feveral parties, as well from the divi- 
fion on the left, as the fwamy-houfe, with the appearance of afi- 
fault, but only to draw the unncceffary fire of the Sepoys which 

always. 
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always Hicceedecl; and it became fortunate that fo many had quitted, 1 759. 
for even the bejft who remained could not be reftralned from firing 
on every motion, although in vain. But by 5 o’clock in the afternoon, 
the perleverence of the enemy’s cannonade obliged them likewile 
to diminilh it, for fear of ruining their own guns, and at lunfet it 
ceafed totally, and they were feen yoking, and loon after drew off 
all their artillery, moving to the calhvard: the eighteen-pounder 
ceafed and drew off at the fame time. The fight was more joyful 
than they fufpefled to the troops in the village, for Calliaud had juft 
before received information, that the mulket ammunition was ex- 
pended to fix cartridges a man, and only three balls, befides the grape- 
fliot, left for each of the field-pieces ; fo that no retreat could have been 
made, if preffed by the enemy in the open plain. Spies followed them 
until they had crofted the river of San Thome, and began to take 
their quarters in the village of Marmelong ; and immediately on the 
return of the Ijjies at eight at night, Calliaud marched away with all 
that remained of his force, in filence, for fear of the enemy’s cavalry^, 
and left fires to deceive them. Before the morning, they arrived at 
Vendaloor. The fugitive cavalry of the morning had run away with 
fo much hurry, that they reached Chinglapet before noon. To rejoin 
them, as well as to get a fupply of ammunition, Calliaud continued 
his march the next day, and arrived there in the evening, where all 
the Sepoys, who had not entirely delerted, tvere likewife aftembled. 

Of the Europeans, feven were killed, and 1 3 wounded. It was not 
fo eafy to afeertain the lofs fuftained by the Sepoys ; but by the reports 
of thofe who held out through the aflion, it was computed that fifty 
were killed on the Ijjot, and about 150 were brought away wounded. 

The lofs of the enemy was not known, but fuppofed to be 50 Eu- 
ropeans, and moft in proportion of the cavalry. The firing of the 
adtion was heard in the fort, and feveral parties at different times of 
the clay were feen going towards the Mount, and not a few palankins 
and doolies returning from it with the wounded. 

Notwithftanding the draughts which had been made for this at- 
tack, the enemy’s fire on the fort continued with more vivacity than 
might have bepn expefted, although not fo frequent as the day be- 
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1759. fore, but both their fliot and {hells \^'ere directed againll: the build- 
Februa^ ings. The Shaftelbury was not ready to weigh aad bear down upon 
. the Briftol, at anchor in the road of St. Thome, before the night 

cloicd, and in this interval the Briftol employed all the boats which 
could be arfcmbled in unloading her {fores, and for more dilpatch 
put a part of them on board of the {loop which was in the road 
when {he arrived, and into the other from the black town, which had 
pafletl and anchored near her; neverthelels {he had not dilcharged 
half her cargo before night, and for fear of the Shaftelbuiy let {ail, 
and was out of reach before morning. It being fuppoied that the 
fervicc at the Mount had drained the enemy’s poibs to the Ibuthward 
of the fort, two companies of Sepoys \^'cre detached in the afternoon, 
who proceeded as far as the governor’s garden, from whence they 
brought off {bme ammunition, and in their return fet fire to the ga- 
. bions of the battery near the bar, meeting no oppofition. The ene- 
my’s mortars continued fparingly through the night, but as in the- 
day againft the houfes. Not a man or a gun was hurt in the fort 
-.during thefe 24 hours; but the numbers of the garrifon were by this 
time fo much impaired by calualties and {icknel's, that the grenadier 
company, which had hitherto been kept in referve, were obliged to. 
furnilh a proportion to the guards of the different pofis. 

The next day, which was the loth, the enemy fired with four 
guns and one mortar from Lally’s, three guns from the burying- 
ground, two- from the Lorrain battery, and with two mortars at 
the fecond crochet ; the guns at Lally’s fired fmartly, but moft of 
the {hot from hence, as well as the {hells from all the three mor- 
tars, were, as the day before, direfted againfl: the buildings, which* 
were much rent and {battered. The mortars continued throueh the 
night, during which the garrifon began another embrafiire in the; 
iafeine battery on the beach, within the flow of the furf; it was in- 
tended to fweep the ftrand, along which the enemy might approach’ 
under cover of the bank of fand which forms the beach and flops the* 
fea that has thrown it up. The gallery or mine at the falient angle 
was this day completed : it had been pufhed 90 feet from the coun*- 
terfearp of the ditch, which brought it under the enemy’s breach- 
ing 
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ing battery, when a ihort return was made on each hand from the 
end, and in a chamber at the end of each return was laid a box, 
egntaining 200 pounds of powder, to which the faucifl'ons were 
fixed. The gallery before the blind was fufficiently advanced ■ to- 
wards the fea-lide to crofs any approach under ground to the blind, 
and another branch was opened from this gallery ten feet on the 
outfide of the eaft face of the covered-way, parallel to which it was 
intended to prolong the branch to the north, in order to difcover 
and meet the enemy if working under ground in this jiart. In the 
morning the Cuddalore {loop belonging to the Company returned 
into the road,\vhich {he had left ten days before, having employed this 
time in regainincr the diftance ihe had failed in one ; orders were im- 
mediately lent off to her by a catamaran; in confequence of which’ 
{he bore down into the road of St. Thome, and attacked the two 
fmall vefTels lying there, which had not yet landed all the ftores 
they had received from the Brifi:oI. The veffels, after receiving a 
few {hot, weighed and ran clofe to the furf, within 100 yards of the 
ihore ; the Cuddalore followed them as near as ihe could,, when a 
party of mufketry, with two. field-pieces, came to the {Irand, and 
began to fire on her; by which the crew, who were all Lalcars-, 
were lb much, frightened, that they could hardly be prevailed on to 
Hand the deck : the malter,. therefore, bore away, and in the even- 
ing anchored again before the fort. The fire of the day and night, 
wounded two Europeans and one Sepoy, and difabled a 24 pounder 
on the demi ballion. 

On the I ith the enemy’s fire continued from the lame cannon 
and mortars as the day before, but more brilkly. The Cuddalore 
floop bore down again in the morning upon the two velfels in the- 
road of St. Thome, and was again beat olF by the fame fire from the 
fliore. The outward embralure of the fafeine battery in the furf ' 
was completed, and palifadoes {laked in front of it : a range of ‘ 
trees were laid before the j?aUfadoes, and others along the fhoulder • 
of the battery in the furf itfelf. The cafualties in the day and night 
w.ere two Europeans and. one Sepoy killed, and four Europeans and 
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one Sepov M^ounded ; a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the 
.roval baftion. 

Thefame fire continued on the 1 2th, but with more efiFedl, difabling 
■fix guns. Before this time all the original parapet of the n. e. baflion 
had been battered away ; and fo much of the body of the baftion itfelf 
crumbled, that the outfide of the gabions and fiuid-bags, which had 
been fubftituted on the rampart, did not extend beyond the ground 
which had been the line of the infide of the original parapet; and in 
the afternoon of this day a (hot from a twenty-four-pounder on 
Tally’s battery came quite through the gabions, and wounded a fen- 
tinel in the baftion; four other Europeans and one Sepoy were 
wounded, and two Europeans were killed, during thefe 34 hours. 

At three in the morning of the 13th, a party from the enemy’s 
trenches, confifting of 50 ColFrees, advanced along the fea-fide from 
the ftockade, of which they were in pofifeflion, intending to ftorm and 
nail up the guns in the falclne battery. They were led by a ferjeant 
chofen for his bravery, with the promife of a commifiion if the at- 
•tempt fucceeded. The party was difeovered when within 30 yards 
of the work, on which they halted, probably to form for the puflt, 
and in this Ihort interval received two rounds of grape-fhot from the 
•embrafure next the breach, the execution of which threw them into 
fuch confufion, that they all ran back to the trenches, leaving feven 
■dead, and the ferjeant defperately wounded. Upon this alarm, the 
drums beat to arms, and all the garrifon and inhabitants repaired to 
their feveral pofts : and a fmart fire was kept up from the defences, 
and returned by the enemy from the trenches, for fome time after 
the party was repulfed. The ferjeant crawled into the covered-way, 
where he was taken up, told what he knew of the enemy’s inten- 
tions, and died before day-break. This day the enemy ceafed firing 
from the three guns in the Lorrain battery, by which the number 
of their cannon was reduced to feven pieces ; but the five in Tally’s 
fired very brilkly : their three mortars continued as before through” 
the day, but very fparingly during the night, which gave fiilpicion 
that they were buly at work in their trenches, and before day-light 

at 
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at three o’clock in the moniin3, it wa". ilil'oovcred that they had ad- 
vanced Tome gabions on the edge of the furf beyond the Palm}ra 
ftockade, wliicJi indicated that they either intended to bring cannon 
againft the fafeine battery, or to adv ance by traverfes under cover 
of the beach which was fteep, atid then attack the covered-way and 
the facine battery together: a ftrong fire was Itcpt up from the fal- 
cine battery upon the flockade, and the gabions they had advanced 
until the morning. In thefe 24 hours no guns were difmounted in 
the fort, but three Europeans were killed, and four, with one Sepoy, 
■wounded. The mine under the enemy’s battery at the falient angle 
of the covered-way was comjfietely ftopt up before noon ; and three 
pioneers, covered at night by ten grenadiers, were continued at the 
counterfearp in readinefs to make the explofion. 

It being difeovered at day- break of the 14th, that the enemy had 
renewed their gabions bey'ond the ftockade, a fally was made upon 
them at fim-rife. A fubaltern and r 5 men went along the covered- 
way till they came upon the flank of the ftockade, 40 men with 
two captains advanced diredly in front of it along the glacis, fol- 
low ed by 20 pioneers and an engineer without arms. The two 
parties attacked at the lame inllant, and their firll fire drove the 
enemy from the flockade, and continued firing forwards from it on 
all that appeared ; at the fame time the north raxelin, the royal, the 
demi, and N. e. baftioii plyed the trenches M'ith grape Ihot, and all 
together deterred the enemy from -senturing out of them, which 
ga\'e the pioneers leifure to overturn the gabions into the fea, and 
to Ipread and level the earth they contained. After which, the 
whole detachment returned unmolefted into the covered-way, 
having only two men flightly wounded. The enemy’s fire con- 
tinued as the day before, but they threw very few Ihells in the night, 
during which they worked hard in replacing the gabions which had 
been overfetin the morning, and endea\ cured to complete the tra- 
verle from them towards the lurf ; but the fire of a tweb/e-pounder 
from the fafeine battery, and the Ihells from the demi baftion, con- 
tinually interrupted their work. In the evening the Diligent, ajid 
a floop with {lores from Pondicherry, anchored in the road of St. 

Thome ; 
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1759. 'Fhome ; and on their appearance 1 5 failors which had been taken 
out of the Shaftibury to ferve in the garrifbn, with 30 more Eu- 
ropeans, were fent on board with orders to Captaiir Inglifs to bear 
down, and attack thefe vefTels. The decks of the Shaftfbury being 
lumbered with goods, flie did not get under fail until 1 1 o’clock at 
night, and was too foon difeovered by the two veffels, which im- 
mediately got under way, and before day-break were too far to 
the fouthward to be purfued. In thefe 24 hours two Europeans 
were killed, and five wounded; but none of the Sepoys were hurt. 
A twenty-four-pounder, on the demi baftion, was fplit in the muz- 
zle by one of the enemy’s fhot. For fevex'al days a number of la- 
bourers, guarded by a party of foldiers, with an officer, had been dif- 
cerned from the iieeple demolifhing the governor’s garden-houfe, 
and in the afternoon of this day they fet fire to the village of Chi- 
pauk, which flood at the back of the garden, betw'een the bar of the 
river and the village of Triplicane. 

The next day, which was the 15th,' the enemy’s fire w^as very 
brifk in the morning, from fix guns in Tally’s, four at the burying- 
ground, and two in the Lorrain battery ; but it decreafed in the af- 
ternoon, and at five o’clock they only fired from three in Tally’s, 
and two at the burying-ground, and from neither of the two in the 
Terrain batters ; the fire of their mortars likewife flackened. Seve- 
ral camels and many Coolies were feen pafling from St. Thome acrofs 
Egmore plain to the black town, loaded, it was fuppofed, with am- 
munition; but a much greater number of Coolies, with all kinds of 
burthens, paffed from thence to the fouthward, which confirmed the 
intelligence of a fpy, that the enemy were fending away their fiiper- 
.fluous flores and the remains of their booty to Pondicherry, and gave 
credit to the information of the deceafed ferjeant, that they had de- 
termined to raife the fiege. They fired very few fhells, and conti- 
nued very quiet in their trenches during the night ; but the garrifon 
.fufpe6ling that they might be carrying on their gabions by the fea- 
fide, kept up a fmart fire from the fal'cine battery upon the head of 
their fap until two o’clock in the morning, when the moon gave luf- 
ficient light to difeover that they were doing nothing there ; on 

which 
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which the firing ceafed. At the fame time, the enemy’s guard in 1 759. 
their battery on the creft of the glacis, which for fome days had 
only been ufed as a lodgment for muiketry, perceived and fired upon 
a party of Sepoys who were levelling the rubbifli at the foot of the 
demi baftion, which had been beat down by the cannonade of the 
day. One of the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft ran away, 
and no other of thefe troops could be prevailed upon to continue the 
work, which was however completed by a party of Europeans. A 
fix-pounder in the fafcine battery was difabled by one of tne enemy’s 
Ihot. The cafualties in the 24 hours, were one Coffree and one • 

Sepoy killed, and one of each, with two Europeans, wounded, and 
Lieutenant Hopkins loft his right arm by a cannon fliot. Two 
letters were received this day from Major Calliaud, dated the nth 
and 1 3th, advifing his intention to make a forced march from Ching- 
lapet, with the troops under his command, in hopes of furprifing 
the fort of Sadrafs, of which the French continued in poflelfion; 
and requefting that money and ammunition might be fent to him 
there, in confequence of which the Cuddalore floop was immediately 
dilpatched with 300 three-pound ftiot, and 20,000 pagodas in money. 

This fum completed 70,000, which had been fent out of the fort, 
fince invefted, for the fupply of the army abroad. Much more re- 
mained in the Company’s treafury, which was indebted for this 
affluence to the remittances from their acquifitions in Bengal; but, 
had this fource failed, the wealth of individuals colle6led within the 
fort would have been much more than fiifficient to have anlwered' 
all the expences incurred for its defence. Very different were the 
faculties and finances of the enemy. The treafury of the govern- 
ment at Pondicherry was exhaufted, and individuals from their dif- 
truft and deteftation of Mr. Lally would lend none to forward the 
public caufe, although their own; and from violence and mif- 
manangement, the countries which had been reduced, and were the 
whole extent between Devi Cotah, Arcot, and Madrafs, had furnifhed 
neither revenues or other means adequate to the wants and con- 
fumption of the enemy’s army employed in the fiege, where the 
pay of the common foldiers was at this time fix weeks in arrcar, and 
VoL, II. 3 M their 
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1759.. their other neceffities equally ill fiipplied; who neverthelefs, not- 
withllandiug the dilcontented dilcourl'es of their officers, flill more 
dilhonourablc becaiile they had all got plunder, perlevered in their 
duty with unrcmiltuig fpirit and alacrity, and Mr. Lally feems to 
have relpeded their merit. But the Sepo} s had neither the lame 
principles, nor reccixed the lame encouragement, for he had always 
treated theiu, as all the nativ es in general, with the utmolf contempt 
and feverity, which they now re^ enged, juft as their (lender fen ices 
became moft impoitant, by threatening tolea\ethe armv, if thev 
were not immediately paid; and Ipreading their examj^le by their 
corefpondence, 500, who had been pofted with a few Europeans in 
the fort of Tripaflbre, forced the gates, and marching out with their 
arms plundered the country, in order, as they faid, to colleft their 
arrears. ' The news was brought to the black town a few hours after 
the event, on the 15th, and created much anxiety, becaufe all the 
provifions which the army received, came by IripafTore, and might 
be eafily diverted by thele malcontents. Few refrained from de- 
claring that the fiege ought to be immediately raifed; but Mr. Lally, 
to maintain the lead of his own opinion, gave out that he would 
never quit the enterprizc, until he had tried the fuccefs of a general 
aflTault, and talked as if the hour was not far diftant. 

• The next morning, which was the i6th, the enemy’s cannon, 
although not increafed in number, fired with more vivacity than for 
many days before. At 3 in the afternoon intelligence was brought 
by a catamaran from Paliacat, that a (loop, which had juft anchored 
there, had fpoke on the 9th of the month in the lat. of 14*, with the 
(hips from Bombay, from which the Shaft(bury had feparated ; and 
that they had been feen on the 12 th o(F Durafapatam, 100 miles to 
the north of Madrafs. At 5 o’clock in the afternoon, the fix (hips 
were deferied in the n. e. (landing tow'ards the road; neverthele(s 
the enemy’s fire continued with uncommon vivacity until funlet; 
and it being concluded, that, if they had ever intended to make a 
general alTault, it would be attempted this night, before the rein- 
forcements could be landed, every foldier and inhabitant in the gar- 
rilbn capable of (landing to his arms repaired to their relpedive pods, 
3 and 
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and as foon as it ^^as dark a hot file of mulketry from the north 1759* 

face of the defences was kept up on the enemy’s works, which p^bruary 

they returned with equal alacrity. At ten at night the ihips, di- 
refted by lights held out in the fort, anchored in the road. The 
firing on fhore drill continued, and at two in tine morning that from 
the enemy, in their lodgment, on the crefir of the glacis, and in 
their ports and fap oppofite to the_N. e. bartion and fafeine battci v, 
although very rtrong before, grew rtronger than ever, but their rtiot 
flew too high : it began to flacken loon after, w hen the blaze of fires 
was perceived in their trenches; at three all their annojances ceafed 
entirely, after which no motions of men were any longer dirtin- 
guiftied ; but feveral large piles of wood in the rear of Tally’s battery 
were feen in flames. The cartialties fince the preceding morning to 
this time, were three Europeans and one Sepoy wounded, and one 
Sepoy killed. 

At day-break the whole army were difeovered in full march from 
the weft fide of the black town towards the Choultry Plain, and the 
greateft part had already crofted the northern river. They had pre- 
vioufly undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ; and at 
nine o’clock a party left for the purpofe made the explofion, which 
entirely ruined both ; theft works had coft the Company 30,000 
pounds, and could not be reftored in a twelvemonth. The enemy 
were then percciv'ed marching on to the Mount. The hurry of their 
retreat faved the black town from the relblution w'hich Mr. Tally 
had taken of reducing it to allies, if compelled to raift the fiege. 

By noon the troops in the Ihijis w^ere all lauded : they were, includ- 
ing officers, 600 men. 

Joy and curiofity earned out every one to \ieiv and contemjdate 
the works from which they had recewed ft much moleftation, for the 
enemy’s fire had continued 43 da} s. Thirty-three pieces of cannon, 

18 or 34 jiounders, were found in their ports and works, of which 26 
M^ere difabled ; but ftven were in their carriages, and both in good 
condition. Some Ipare carriages were likewife left, and many can- 
non Ihot, but no mortars, although feveral beds; and many mili- 
tary ftores, with quantities of powder in calks and flannel bags, 
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* 759 * were fotind carelefsly fcattered in the trenches. They evacuated 
^riwy Thome, and whatever guards between this place and the fort 

were withdrawn at the fame time that the army left the black town. 
The garrilbn, as foon as certified of their departure, fent out parties 
to the fouthward and to Egmore, who colledted 19 guns more, 
muftly iron three-pounders : fo that the whole number which the 
enemy loft and left behind were 52 pieces of cannon. One hun- 
dred and fifty bands of good powder, and as many calks Of damaged 
ammunition, were found in San Thome. But the ftrongeft proof 
of the hurry and confufion w'ith which they raifed the liege, was the 
negleft of their lick and wounded, leaving ^ 4. Europeans, (all who 
had not been fent away before) in their hofpital in the black town, 
with a letter from Mr. Lally, recommending them to the care of 
the Englifti governor : they were received and treated with the 
fame attentions as if they had belonged to the garrilbn, and moft of 
them afterwards recovered. 

The fort fired during the liege 26,554 rounds from their cannon, 
7,502 Ihells from their mortars, and threw 1,990 hand-grenades: 
the mulketry expended 200,000 cartridges. In thefe fervices were 
ufed 1,768 barrels of gunpowder. Thirty pieces of cannon and 
five mortars had been difmounted on the works. There remained 
Tn the fort, artillery fufficient for another liege, with 30,767 can- 
non-balls, but only 481 Ihells, and 668 barrels of gunpowder. 
As many of the enemy’s cannon-balls were gathered in their works, 
or about the defences of the fort, or found in wells and tanks in 
the black town, as the garrilbn had expended. The enemy con- 
lumed all the Ihells of the two firft rates in the ftores of Pondi- 
cherry, and threw of all forts 8000, of which by far the greateft 
.-number were direded againft the buildings, all of which lay to- 
gether in half the area within the walls, in the old town to the 
eaftward : and Icarce a houfc remained that was not opened to the 
heavens. 

Of the European officers, one major, Polier, two captains, fix 
lieutenants, and four enfigns, were killed : one captain and one lieu- 
tenant died of licknefs : 14 other officers were wounded, of whom 

fome 
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fome dangeroully ; and four were taken prifoners : in all 33. Of 1 759. 
rank and file in the battalions of Europeans, and of the men be- 
longing to the aitdlcry, 198 were killed, 5- died in the hofpital, 20 
delerted, 122 were taken prifoneri, and 167 were wounded; in all 
559 ; but many of the wounded recoxered. Of the Lafears, who 
W'ere natives afiifting in the artiileiy, nine were killed, and 15 
wounded. Of the Sepoys, including officers, 105 were killed, 217 
wounded, and 440 deferted. The lofs in Europeans was more than 
reinftated by the troops brought in the Ihips. 

The governor Mr. Pigot, as foon as the enemy difappeared, re- 
linquiflied the fpecial authority which had been veiled in himfelf, to 
the ufiial adminiftration of the council, of which he was Prefident ; 
and received their thanks for the good efFefts of his refolution and 
aflivity during the fiege : he had vifited the works every day, en- 
couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and rewarding thofe ex- 
pofed to feverer fervices with money. Provifions of all kinds in 
abundance, and of the bell condition, had been laid up, and as well 
as all the military ftores, were diftributed from the different maga- 
zines, under the diredlion of the members of the council, affifted 
by the inferior fervants of the company, whofe habits of bufinefs 
eftablilhed and continually preferved thefe details free of all let and 
confufion. 

The Prefidency, as foon as re-eflablifhed in its ufual forms, ac- 
knowledged their feufe of the zeal and conftancy with which the 
garrifon had fuflained every danger and fatigue ; and no men ever 
better deferved this teflimony ; for fcarce a murmur had been ut- 
tered : all was emulation. All however acknowledged that the 
enemy, in proportion to their numbers, compared with the flrength 
of the garrifon and works, had pufhed the attack with unremitting 
perfoverance and endeavour, and the enemy equally refpedled the 
foience and fleadinefs of the defence. Indeed moft of the principal 
oflScers of the company’s troops had been inured to fervice under their 
general Colonel Lawrence, whom they ftill regarded as their pre- 
ceptor in the fiege ; they were, Major Pplier; the Captains Pafeal), 
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1759. Charles Campbell, BeH\er, Richard Smith, Gurtler, de Beck, 
Rbru^. \"alTerot, Black, Hume, Donald Campbell, Greig. 

E\ery repair and additional work was CAccuted with regularity 
and dh])atch under the direction of hir. Call the chief engineer, 
although this was the firft liege, whether offcnfive or defenlive, in 
hich he had ferved. Caj^tain Hiflop, U’ho arrh'ed with a company 
of the King’s artiller}'-raen, at the lame time as Adlercron’s regi- 
ment, was the fenior officer in this branch; he had ferved in Bergen- 
op-zoom. The Companj ’s artiller} , u hich furnilhed all the cannon 
and ammunition, was commanded by Captain Robert Barker: even 
the enemy acknowledged that the promptitude and execution of the 
fire from the fort was fuperior to their own: u'hatfoever g^ins or 
mortars were dilabled on the defences, were immediately replaced 
by others prepared in flore; Colonel Draj^er and Major Brereton 
were of the King’s troops: fo that no town was ever attacked, which 
had in proportion to the garrilbn fuch a number of excellent and ex- 
perienced officers. The exertions of Major Calliaud and Captain 
Prefton were equal in the field. Thus every officer of diftindlion on 
the eftablifhment of Coromandel was employed in the defence of 
Madrals, excepting Captain Joleph Smith, to whom was committed 
the prefer\ation of the next imjiortant objeft, Tritchinopoly, in 
which the French prilbners out-numbered, five to one, the invalid 
Europeans of his garrilon. 

In the evening, after the enemy retreated, came in Vaflerot and 
the ten troopers with intelligence from Calliaud. This officer 
marched from Chinglapet on the 1 3th, but mifled by the guides 
did not arrive at Sadrafs, as he intended, the next night, but the 
morning after; when the Dutch refidents, although remaining in the 
town only on fiifterance from the French, who were in polleffioo of 
their fort, protefted againft his entrance with hoftile appearance 
on the territory belonging to the Dutch company. At the fame 
time a party of French troops, which were halting there in then- 
way from Pondicherry to join Mr. Lally, went into the fort, and 
this reinforcement rendered the attempt impradicable excepting fay 
a regular attack, to which the artillery with Calliaud was not 

adequate. 
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adequate. He neverthelefs remained to inveft the fort, and foon 1759. 
after intercepted a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr. Delejrit, dated the 
14th, written in the bittereft terms of reproach and refentment, 
imputing the failure of his attempt againft Madrafs, which he then 
faw inevitable, to the iniquities and treachery of the government of 
Pondicherry, denouncing, that if this place (hould efcape the ven- 
geance it merited of lire from heaven, nothing could preferve it long 
fi'om deftru 61 ion by the fire of the Englilh. 

The lols of men fuflained by the French army is no where ac- 
quired; they were 2700 firelocks when they advanced from Conje- 
veram; and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted letter, fays, that he had 
ftill 2000 Europeans; the Sepoys w'ith him w^cre not more than 
1000, for feveral detachments were abroad. The lols of the cannon 
and ammunition which had been left or thrown away, he imputed 
to the want of ferviceable bullocks, and this deficiency to the ra- 
pacity of the contradlors leagued \\ ith the council of Pondicherry. 

His army marched away in rags, and without provifions, but, having 
gunpowder and horfe, exafted them, and continued their rout to 
Arcot, Advices of their retreat had been fent off to Calliaud as 
loon as they dilappeared, who immediately on the infor^iation 
detached Mahomed IlToof with 120© Sepoys from Sadrafs, to re- 
inforce Chlnglapet, left the French army Ihould inveft this place; 
the Sepoys by a forced march arrived before the enemy could have 
intercepted them, if fuch had been their intention: the next day 
Major Calliaud, v/ith the remaining fix companies of Sepoys, and all 
the cavalry, Abdulwahab at the head of his own, came into Madrafs. 

Thus ended this fiege, without doubt the moft ftrenuous and regular 
that had ever been carried on in India; and we have detailed it, in 
hopes that it may remain an example and incitement. 


End of the Tenth Book. 
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N ot only the Carnatic and its dependencies, but all the adja- 
cent powers, had fixed their attention, with various hope and 
anxiety, on the fiege of Madrafs, as an event which fooner or later 
muft greatly afFedl their refjDe6l:ive views and interefts. It was be- 
lieved, and juftly, that much and extenfive reputation would be ac- 
quired by the defence ; but as this advantage would foon be loft if 
the adjacent territory were not recovered and protefted, it was re- 
folved to take the field without delay. With the reinforcement 
brought in the fliips, there were in the town when the fiege was 
raifed, of all ranks, 1 900 eftimated Europeans, including 90 T opaffes 
and 60 Coffrees, inferted in the different companies : of this number 
1500 rank and file were fit for immediate duty; and this force was 
ftifficient to face the French army. Neverthelefs, the vigour of the 
determination exceeded the means : many carriages for the artillery 
and ftores were to be prepared, and the artificers being moftly natives 
were few, and had much other work to do; draught and carriage 
bullocks were to be provided, and the ravages of the enemy had left 
none in the country; provifions were equally Icarce: perl'everence, 
however, continued. Chinglapet being fecured, the reft of the 
troops with Mahomed Iffoof, the horfe with Abdulwahab, and thofe 
lent with Major Calliaud by Fondiman and Tanjore, encamped on 
the Choultry plain, were they were joined day by day by the 
Europeans of the garrifon; but the whole were not ready to move 
before the 6th of March, and in this interval arrived two more com- 
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1759. paules of Draper’s regiment, which the fhips they came in from 
England had carried to Bengal in the latter feafon of the laft j-ear, 
and they were now returned to the coaft. The whole force which 
now took the field were r 156 Europeans, rank and file, including 
the artillei}-men, with 10 field-pieces, of which two were 12- 
poundcrs, 1570 Sepovs, 1120 Colleries, and 1956 horfe. On news 
of their ap[)rr.ach, hlr. Lallj' ino\ed back from Arcot with the 
main bod\ of his troops, and took poll; at Conjeveram, where the 
advantaoes of the lituation left them nothingc to fear from an inferior 
force ; and, hi° health being much impaii ed, he went away to Pon- 
dicherry on the 6th, leaving the command to Mr. Soupire, with 
orders not to rilk a geneial battle; but to wait the attack. The 
defe6ls of equipments flill retarded the progrefs of the Englifti army, 
and it was the i8th before they arrived at Paupa Braminy’s Choultry, 
Within feven miles of Conjeveram. On the laft march, Mahomed 
Ilfoof, w'ith Ibme horfe, advancing before the line, met fome of the 
enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much inferior in number, 
'ftood a Ikirmifh with the foremoft of his; and were driven back, 
with the lofs of an officer and two horfes killed. On the 3d, Cap- 
tain Prefton at Chinglapet, hearing there was but a flight force in 
the fort of Carangoly, had detached Lieutenant Airy, with feven 
companies of Sepoys, to furprize it ; but they took a panic under 
the walls, not to be recovered by the bravery of their officer, 
which encouraged the garrilbn to fally, who killed 25 of them in 
their flight. 

WhUft the army was before Conjeveram, letters were received from 
Colonel Forde, who was fet down before Mafulipatam, delpairing of 
fliccefs, unlefs he were reinforced with men and fupplied with money. 
By this time, it was found that ail the refources of the Prefidency were 
inadequate to the expence of keeping the army in the field, and no pro- 
bability appeared of gaming a decifive advantage over the enemy. The 
Prefidency therefore inclined to bring the troops into cantonments, and 
to fend 200 men to Colonel Forde. Colonel Lawrence, although- 
Convinced of the imprudence of attacking the enemy in the pofts 
they occupied at Conjeveram, was equally perfuaded of the evil con- 
6 fequences 
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fequences of retreating before them, and came to Madrais on the 
26th, to diffiiade the Council, either from dimiiiifliing their force, 
or from withdrawing it into garrifon; and his arguments prevailed. 
He then declared the inability to which the impaired ftate of his 
health had reduced him, of continuing in the command of the army; 
and received the higheft regrets and encomiums of his eminent ftr- 
vices, crowned by exertions much beyond his age, in the defence of 
Madrafs. The command then devolvedto Lieutenant-colonel Draper, 
^^'ho was likewife too ill to accept it, and foon after embarked for 
England; on which it fell to Major Brereton, the next officer in the 
king’s regiment, and Major Calliaud fficceeded Colonel Lawrence in 
the diftinft command of the Company’s troops. 

Nazeabullah, the Nabob’s brother, had accompanied the French 
army to Madrafs, and remained fbme days with them in the black 
town; when his own affairs, his doubts of the fuccefs of the hege, 
and the reprefentations and example of his brother, Abdulwahab, 
who was joining the Englilh troops in the field, induced him 
to return to Nelore, which, Mr. Lally having derived no advantage 
from his prefence or endeavours, permitted without reluftance. 
Still, however, holding fair to the French, he retained a few of 
their Europeans, and 200 of their Sepoys; but as foon as he heard 
that the fiege was railed, he relblved to declare entirely for the 
Englilh, and blackened his zeal, by putting to death all the French 
Europeans, excepting their officer. Saint Denys. It is not known 
whether they attempted refiftance; but the Sepoys laid down their 
arms, and were quietly turned out of the fort. With the advices 
of this deed, he proffered to pay 30,000 pagodas a year, if the Pre- 
fidency would confirm him in the government of Nelore, and its 
dillrifls; and, as no revenue, excepting from his good-will, was to 
be expefted from that part of the country, until the Englilh army had 
gained the fuperiority, his terms were accepted, and he lent the 
French officer to Madrafs. Abdulwahab continued with the army, 
and his fervices were rewarded by a confirmation of the dillridls of 
Chandergherry and Chittore. The three greater Polygars to the 
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1759. northward, Bangar-yatchum, Bomrauze, and Damerlah Venkytap- 
wrote letters of congratulation, although they had given no 
affiftance during the liege ; they were ordered to guard their own 
hills, and affifl Chandergherry and Chittore, if attacked. The minor 
Polygars nearer Pvladrafs were frightened, in expectation of punifh- 
ment for the robberies they had committed in the Englilh dif- 
triCls during the diftrefles of the liege ; but their delinquency 
was overlooked, and they were told to affift the forts of Ponda- 
malee and TripalTore, into which garrifons of Sejjoys had been 
fent, as foon as they were abandoned by the enemy in their retreat 
to Arcot. 

Even the cautious Mortizally of Velore congratulated the Preli- 
dency on the repulfe of the liege. The body of Morattoes, with 
Gopaul Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained the. 
half of Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their af- 
lillance, remained at the paffes of Damalcherry, waiting the event 
I and as foon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row claimed la lacks, 

of rupees, alleging that he had negledled other concerns of greater 
confequence, in expectation of the ultimate fummons of the Prefi- 
dency, and tliat the dread of his troops had obliged the French tO; 
raife the liege. It was known that he had equally been offering his. 
afliltaiice to the French, and the Prelidency recommended to him, to. 
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondicherry, and then he 
Ihould have the money. He replied, in leveral letters, fraught with 
inlinuations of the mifchief he intended to bring on the Elnglilh, as 
well at Bombay, as in the Carnatic ; and fent 500 of his Morat- 
toes to join the French army ; but Mr. Deleyrit, the governor of 
Pondicherry, advifed Mr. Lally not to entertain them, becaufe they 
would not fail to plunder with greater detriment in the French dif- 
triCIs, as more extenlive, than in thofe which the Englilh had reco- 
vered. They were dilmilTed with compliments and a fmall prefent, 
on which Gopaul Row', to compenfate and revenge the difappoint- 
ment, fent a detachment round the hills, which took polTeffion of 
the town and pagoda of Tripetty, intending to colleCl the revenuea 
of the approaching feaft in April, which the French government 

expeCied, 
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expefted to receive. This detachment in tlieir way fummoned the 1 759. 
three, northern Polygars as friends to the Englifh, to pay their fhares 
of the chout, or tribute, which Gopaul Row had demanded, and had 
not time to exact in the preceding year^ 

The king of Tanjore fired guns, and congratulated on the fortune 
and prowet's of Madrafs; and the Prefidency, encouraged by his pro- 
feffions, propoicd to him to aflift them in a plan to iiirprife the fort of 
Karical, when the fquadron thould arrwe on the coait : to which he 
anfvvered, that the laft hoftilities of tlie French had ruined his coun- 
try, and that the crop at prefent on the ground would likeu'ife be de- 
ftroyed, if difturbances were renewed ; but that, as the Englifla had 
heat off the French army from Madrafs, they fliould immediately 
drive them out of Pondicherry, when Karical would fall of courfe. 

He was then requcfted to let beeves be purchafed in his country as 
provifrons for the fquadi'on; which the ftriftnefs of his religion re- 
garded as an abomination, nor would he fuffer the interpreter to go 
on in reading the letter written to him on this fubjeft; 

The Nabob, ever fince his- arrival at Tritchinopoly, had continued 
lick. His diforder was a jaundice, produced by excefs of vexation at 
the late humiliations of his fortune : the repulfe of the French attack 
on Madrafs conduced not a little to the recovery of his health ; but 
his mind retained much folicitude for every future contingency. 
However, the vigilance of Captain Jofeph Smith had preferved 
the diflridts dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and 
their revenues were more than fufficient to defray the neceflary ex- 
pences of the garrifon, as well as of the Nabob’s family.. The 
great number of French prifoners in the city, who were 500, 
whilfl; the European, force in the garrilbn did not exceed 70 men,, 
had been an objedl of conflant anxiety, and plots were continually 
dilcovered of their intentions to break out of their dungeons 
which obliged Captain Smith to confine them with, the utmoft fe- 
verity.. The Rheddi of Terriore, whom he had driven out of that 
town and diftrift in the month of July of the preceding year,, 
went away with thofe who efbaped with him, to the borders of the 
Myfore country, where he was, at different times, joined by fuch as 
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1759. were difaffeded to the other Rheddi, whd had been reftored in his 
Read. Thej fbmetimes made plundering excurfions into the coun- 
try between Terriore and Utatore; but attempted nothing of conle- 
quence. However, their numbers increafed ; and they kept up a 
correlpondence with feveral of the principal men who continued to 
refide with the Rheddi in Terriore. When Mahomed Iflbof march- 
ed away in November to the relief of Madrafs, the garrifbn of 
Tritchinopoly could not {pare the number of Sepoys neceffary to 
complete his command, and three of the five companies which had 
been left in Terriore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As 
loon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, who 
were waiting to retake the place, arrived before they were difcovered 
at the barrier of the wood, where fome of the remaining Sepoys were 
Rationed ; but the reR of the guard had been feduced, and inRead 
of afliRing the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and deli- 
vered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and ad- 
A'anced to the town without interruption, fending fo much terror 
:before them, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and the in- 
habitants, that adhered to him, ran away into the wood and hills, 
leaving the Englilh ferjeant, with the Sepoys, to defend them- 
ifelves as they could. The ferjeant took pofieffion of the palace, 
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded it in 
the houfes on all fides, that not a man could appear who was not 
expofed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he 
ealily obtained permiflion to march away to Tritchinopoly, with their 
arms, and whatever elfe they chofe to carry. Captain Jofeph Smith 
had received Ibme intelligence of the intention to attack the place, 
and had detached fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loR before 
they arrived at the wood. This event happened in the end of No- 
vember. In the next month, HufTein Cawn, who had been driven, 
in the month of July, from Seringham by a detachment from Trit- 
chinopoly, returned from Pondicherry with fome Sepoys and two 
field-pieces, and took poR at Utatore, intending again to advance to 
the ifland, and retake the pagoda»; but Captain Smith lent a party 
-from the garrifon, under the command of Captain Blake, who did 

not 
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not fuffer them to reft until they took refuge in the Myfore conn- 1759- 
try, where they remained, propofing fchemes, and foliciting affift- 'm^t^ 
ance; bat meeting little encouragement from this government, lluf- 
lein Cawn offered to join the Rheddi, who had letaken I’erriore, 
in mateiiig incurfions into the Nabob’s country: but the Rheddi, 
making a merit of refraining from the mifchief in his power, proffered 
money and regular terms of fubmiflion to the Nabob, who, for the 
fake of the money, and to lave the expence of defending the diftant 
villages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern- 
ment; in which this was his fourth inftallation, and the other 
Rheddi had Icfft and refumed it as often. 

The countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapfed into their 
former ftate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Iffoof, with fo 
large a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the month of 
July. All that the feven companies of Sepoj's left in the city of 
Madura could do, was to colled! from the country provifions fuffi- 
cient for their fubfiftence. The incurfions of the Nattam Colleries 
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to 
the weft, ruined or appropriated whatfoever cultivation or revenue 
arofe in the diftridls at a diftance from the city. To the fouthward, 
in the Tinivelly country matters were much worfe. Maphuze-Cawn 
forgot all his former profelfioiis of reconciliation, united more firmly 
than ever, and took up his refidence with the Pulitaver, who led- 
the weftern Polygars; and Catabominaig, with Etiaporum, who 
were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the fuperiority of 
the French in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob and the 
Englifti would never recover, feized whatfoever country lay conve- 
nient for them : nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the fort 
of Paiamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppofition to 
their encroachments, or even to maintain the town of Tinivelly; of 
which Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver once again took poffeflion. 

The Sepoys contented themfelves withpreferving Paiamcotah, where 
they were often obliged to defend the walls againft the Ikirmifties of 
the Pulitaver’s Colleries, which confiimed their ammunition ; and, 
as none of their letters reached the Carnatic, or even Tritchinopoly, 

they 
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I 759. they wrote by the hand of a Topafs, a letter to Anjengo, which is 
the fouthern of the Englilh faftories on the coaft of Malabar, re- 
quefting I'upplies ; but the Topafs writing what he thought Engiilh, 
the letter was fo unintelligible, that the faftory neither underftood 
from whence or whom it came, nor what they wanted. At length, 
letters from Mahomed IlToof procured them credit, which enabled 
them to pui chafe proviiion, and even to get lead and gunpowder 
from the fea-coafl: in the bay of Tutacorin. It was ver\ fortunate, 
that the fidelity of the Sepoys in Madura and Palamcotah conthiued 
unfliaken ; for had either of thefe fortreffes been betrayed, no means 
remained of retaking them ; and the ceflion of Madura might have 
purchafed Hyderally, the Myfore general, to join the French, who 
at this very time had an officer of diftindlion treating with him at 
Serin gapatam. 

The rej^ulfe of the French from Madrafs had increafed the danger 
of lofing thefe countries, fince the French, being no longer under the 
neceffity of keeping their whole force colle 61 :ed in one point, might, 
ftill leaving fufficient to oppofe the Engliffi army in the field, detach 
the reft to other objedts. The partizan Lambert was moving with 
his flying troojjs from Pondicherry to the M'eftward; and danger 
to the city of Madura might accrue even from Huflein Cawn, if 
he fhould get a body of M} foreans to accompany him from Dindigul. 
On thefe confiderations, the Prefidency refolved to fend Mahomed 
Iftbof back into thefe countries, and to accept his offer of renting 
Madiira and Tinivelly together, at the rate of five lacks of rupees 
for the enfuing year clear of all charges, excepting what might 
arife from the neceffity of defending them either againft the French, 
the Myforeans, or Morattoes. The Nabob had, ever fince the firft 
appointment of Mahomed Iflbof to cond\i£t the war in thefe coun- 
tries, regarded him with ftifpicion and a\erfion, and infifted that they 
fhould be left to his own dilpofal and controul ; although he had 
not in his whole dependance, a relation or officer of militar)' refolution 
and experience fufficient to maintain them in this time of difficulty. 

The French and Engliffi armies continued almoft in fight of each 
ether for two and twenty days; the one wiffiing to be attacked, in 
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their pofts at Conjeveram, the other, a general action in the open 1759. 
plain; and neither v/as feduced to give the advantage which the 
other defired. Moft of the diftridls to the fouth of the Paliar w'ere 
under either the prote6tion or juritHidtion of the F'rench govern- 
ment; and as other defiances had failed, Major Brereton relblved to 
march into them, as the likelieft means of bringing the enemy to 
a battle, or at leaft of obliging them to quit Conjeveram, w'hen 
Ibme opportunity might arife of retaking this place, without 
which, even the diftrlcls already recovered as far as the Englifh 
army had advanced could not be protefled, unlefs by their con- 
tinuance in the field, and in this part of the country. Accordingly, 
the army moved on the i ft of April from their encampment at Papa 
Braminy’s Choultry ; on the 6th, they arrived, and took poffeflion 
of the pettah of Vandiwafti, in which they began to open ground 
agaift the fort, and fent to Madra^fe for two pieces of battering- 
cannon ; and a detachment lent by Captain Prefton from Chinglapett 
beat away the guard at Outramalore, of which place he took pof- 
feflion, to fecure the line of communication with Vandiwalh. 

Mr. Soupires neither gave any interruption to the Englilh army, 
as they were marching away, nor followed them. Mr. Lally had 
ordered him to rilk nothing, and the French army had for fome 
days been reduced to great diftrefs for want both of money and 
provifions. The fiege of Madrafs had exhaufted the treafury of Pon- 
dicherry, ai\d its revenues were anticipated by mortgages for loans, 
and what monies could be colleded from the country between Con- 
jeveram and Arcot, or borrowed in the camp, fcarcely furnilhed the 
expences of the day, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages 
finding that the Englilh paid punftually, and at better prices, evaded 
as much as poffible to carry any provifions to the French camp. The 
renters of the neighbouring diftridls magnified the detriment w'hich 
their lands had fuffered from the Morattoes of Gopaul Row, in order 
to protraft their payments, by the plea of difeufling their accounts. 

In this fituation, Mr. Soupires confidered the removal of the Eiiglilh 
army as an advantage; fince it jjefmitted him to retreat to Arcot, 
with the appearance of parting on equal terms. He left in Conje- 
VoL. II. 3 O veram 
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^ 759 * '^crain 300 Sepo}san '1 100 Iioiie. under the command of Murzafa- 
beg, uho had dtierieil f-om tl\e Knglilh a little before the liege of 
^ ’ Madrafs. The icnters at Aroot furnllhed Mr. Soupires money and 
provifions for eight day^, and he c.vtcnded his troops in different 
•parties between Arcot and TiKatorc, w hich is litiiated 20 miles s. w. 
in t}\c lna:h road trom thence to \ andhvalh. 

Mr. Lally, as loon as he heard that the Englilh army was before 
\ ajidi\\ afli, immediately came out of Pondicherry with 300 Eu- 
ropeans, ordering Mr. Soupires to meet him with the main body at 
( lilttapct; where they arrived on the 14th. Trivatore is farther 
from Chittapet, than it is from Vandiwalli. The nearer road from 
Vandiwalh to Conjeveram is not good ; but from Vandiwalh to 
Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveram excellent, and of quicker 
difpatch, although by the large angle it makes feveral miles more. 
Major Brereton was informed in the evening of the 13 th of the march 
of the French army ■with Soupires, and that the whole had paffed 
Trivatore; on which he decamped in the night from Vandiwalh, 
and, by a forced march, arri\ed the next day at Trivatore, which 
he found abandoned, and bletv up one of the baftions ; and con- 
tinuing the fame ftrefs of march they arrived, on the evening of 
the 1 5th, near Conjeveram. Several letters had pafled with Murza- 
fabeg, who pretended to be willing to betray his truft, but alked fuch 
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the French 
army could come to his relief; on which Colonel Monfon, with the 
advanced divilion, invelled the pagoda in the evening, v/hich It was 
determined to llorm the next morning. Murzafabeg no longer dilTera- 
bled, but kept up a biilk lire of mulketiy through the night; by 
which feveral, and Colonel Monfon himlelf, were wounded. 

The gateway of the pagoda at Conjeveram isfpacious and lofty, and 
the tower over it one of the largell and higheft in the Carnatic. It 
Hands in the middle of the wellern wall, and fronts the principal ftreet 
of the town, which is very broad; but there is an area between, of 
the fame breadth as the wall of the pagoda, and 300 yards acrols. 
There were no gates fixed in the gateway ; and to cover the entrance 
the French had thiown up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which, 
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as well as on the fmall towers at each angle of the pagoda, were 1759. 
mounted guns, but old, and of little fervice; and fcaholdings of 
bamboos for fiTiall parties of mulketry were railed along diflerent 
parts of the v/all within. There was, in the area without, a large 
choultry, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yards from the 
gateway, but a little to the right. Near this choultry, as good 
cover, the troops threw up a ramp in the night, and early in the 
mornins: bearan to fire over it a2:ainft the ravelin from their two 
twelve-pounders, which the enemy returned with all their means, 
but with little execution ; only wounding Major lirereton {lightly, 
and two or three of the gunners. By eight o’clock the earth of 
the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the troops marched 
to the attack, led by Major Calliaud at the head of the grenadiers. 

Few of the defenders waited the allault hand to hand, but, after 
giving their fire, ran into the pagoda. The officers, ffimulated by 
an intemperate rivality of danger, got firff over the ravelin, and 
began, as the men came, to foiin them for the attack of the gate- 
way, in the middle of which the enemy had laid a large old iron gun 
on logs of wood; and within were two lines of Sepoys difpofed in 
an angle for the advantage of a crofs-firc on the entrance. In a 
minute, 40 or 50 men, of whom much , too many were officers, were 
crowded together within the ravelin, when the enemy fired their 
gun, which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle 
with mufket-balls and bits of ragged iron. The excefs of the ex- 
plofion, and the thick black fmoke which arofe from it, gave the 
idea of a mine, nor w'as the effect much lefs. It killed eight men ♦ 
on the fjjot, and wounded ten. Of the killed were Captains Stewart 
and Bannatyne, Lieutenant Elliot and Enfign Hunter; of the 
wounded. Major Calliaud, Captain Vaughan dangeroufly, a Lieu- 
tenant and two Enfierns. l^ven mofl of thole who were fafe were 
fo fin-prized by this havock, that they flood awhile before they 
formed again to the attack; during which, they luckily fuffered 
very little from the mufketry within. By this time, a party of 
Sepoys, led by Mahomed IfToof and Lieutenant Airy, had clambered 
over the oppofite u-all of the, pagoda, .and appeared in the rear of 
' . 3 O z thofe 
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thofe who were defending the gateway; and, on their fliout, the 
troops at the gate niflied in, and in a minute the whole garrilbn 
Avas between two fires, at mercy, every man for himfelf begging 
quarter; which was given with more humanity than ufual on fuch 
exalperation. After all was quiet, Muraafabeg lurrendered himfelf, 
out of one of the chapels into which he had retired, to fome of the 
Sepoys; but, as they were conducting him to Major Brercton, Ma- 
homed Iflbof met them, knew the prifoner, and faying, “ 'Fhefe are 
“ the terms to he kept wdth a traitor,” with one ftroke of his 
feymetar, almoft fevered his head from his body. The news of this 
fuccefs was received at Madrafs the next day, on which likewife 
arrived advices of no little importance from ColoneL Forde.. 

The Rajah Anunderawze had fb little fenfe of the ad\'antages 
which might have enfued by prefling on the French immediately 
after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did not come up with his 
troops to Rajahmunclrum, v/here Colonel Forde with the Englifh 
forces were waiting for him, until the 1 6th of December, which was 
ten days after the battle, although the diftance is only 40 milesi 
Anunderawze had promifed to make the firfl payment of his treaty, 
asfoon as he fhould be put in poffeffion of the fort of Rajahmundrum ; 
and, in confidence of his word. Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000 
rupees, before he marched with the Englifh from Coffimeotah. This 
fum, with a fupply to the faftory at Vizagapatam, and the expences 
of the field, had abforbed all the money which came from Bengal;, 
and Colonel Forde had nothing but the Rajah’s promifes. to anfw’er 
the pay of the troops for the month of December. However, ftill 
relying on them, he crofled the Godaveri on the 23d, ftill hoping to' 
appear before Mafulipatam before the French had recovered the ftun 
of their late defeat: but the Rajah neither followed with his army, 
nor fent any money ; and, as it would have been vain to have at- 
tempted even the march without both. Colonel Forde, with much 
vexation and refentment, recrolTed the river with all the troop ) on 
the 26th. The Rajah imagined they were returning to punifh him, 
and. In this fright, fled immediately to the hills which fkirt the 
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province about twenty miles to the North of the city; and Colonel 
Forcle, for the convenience of a nearer communication with Vizaga- 
patam, marched two days back, and encamped at Pcddaporc, which, 
with a name very nearly the fame, is a fort ten miles to the weft 
of that which has delignated his vidlory. Mr. yVndrews immediately 
fent him 20,000 rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the 13th of Ja- 
nuary came himfelf to the camp; from whence he went into the 
hills, and reached the Rajah on the X5th, whole fears of the Colonel, 
and averfion to furnilh any money, continued as ftrong as ever, in- 
Ibmuch that he feemed no longer felicitous about the luccels of the 
expedition. His condudl was the more perplexing, becaufe the news 
that the French were befieging Madrafs had flopped the Englifli 
credit in thefe provinces, which the Rajah’s name alone could im- 
mediately reftore ; and if his troops did not march, others muft be 
hired, for which xio money could be found. The dilemma induced 
Mr. Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fomc time before, and to 
agree, “that whatfoever fums the Rajah might furnilh Ihould be con- 
“ lidered as a loan; and that the revenues of all the countries which 
“ might be reduced on the other fide of the Godaveri, excepting fuch 
“ as belonged to- the French either by eftablilhment, or grant in 
“ propriety, Ihould be equally divided between him and the Englilh.’* 
With thefe conditions Mr. Andrews brought him back to the camp 
on the 1 8th: and it was agreed to march on to Mafiilipatam; but 
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the IhrofFs 
before he furnilhed only 6000 rupees in ready money, and bills at 
ten days for 60,000 more. At length the armies moved from Ped- 
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, of which the firft 
twenty diligently employed would probably have accomplifhed all the 
purpofes of the expedition, which now appeared of much more diffi- 
cult execution, as the enemy had gained full time to recollefl them- 
felves : nor had the delay the fmalleft plea of neceffity ; for the Rajah 
might with as little inconvenience have done at firft what he un- 
willingly complied with at laft; although the expedition had been 
undertaken from a reliance on his promifes, wsuranted by the earneft- 
iiefs of his folicitations. 

The 
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The Ilardwicke and the two floops, which had Ijecn diipatched 
from ^^izagapata^l on the 12th of December, anchored the next 
day in the road of Yanam, which lies on the eaftern mouth of the 
Godaveri, where the agents of the French fadlory, on news of the 
defeat at Peddipore, had embarked their eiteds and thcmfelves in a 
fnow, which had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar- 
rived ; and they liirrendered to her longboat without refiftance. Some 
days after, the vcflels failed down to Malulipatam, and cruized be- 
tween this place and Narfipore on the weftern arm of the Godaveri, 
until the 9th of February, when they fixed their ftation in Mafiili- 
patam road, waiting for the arrival of the army; but weighing oc- 
calionally to bring ^x^^els to, that were palfing in the offing, of which 
they intercepted feveral laden with rice for Pondicherry, and the 
French army before Madrals. 

The Englifh army arrived on the 6th of February at Elore; but, 
to prevent another quarrel. Colonel Forde had been obliged to let 
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to the right aird 
left, in levying contributions, on promife, however, of rejoining him 
foon at Elore. This place, othenvife called Yalore, is fituated 50 
miles s. w. of Rajahmundrum, and nearly 40 n. of Malulipatam. 
It is the capital of a province, or phoufdarry, of no great extent, and 
one of the four obtained from Salabadjing by Mr, Bufiy'. It has 
been very little known to the Englilh, and ne\ er frequented by them 
fince they withdrew their factory from Malulipatam in the laft cen- 
tury. The town is extenfive, and in the middle of it is a very 
large fort, in which the French ufed to keep a garrifon moftly of 
black troops ; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them away 
with him, as he was palling on to Malulipatam, where he had de- 
termined to make his ftand. The long delay of the Englilh troops 
in foUow'ing him feemed to have inlpired him wjth a little refo- 
lution ; for with fume of the tuwps which had joined him after the 
defeat of Peddipore, and the garrifons of Elore and Rajahmundrum, 
he formed a body of 200 Europeans, with four field-pieces, and 
2000 Sepoys, which he called his army of obfervation; but they 
did not venture within lei's than thirty miles of Elcre, and kept 
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jTcioving to the Wefl of Mafullpatam, colleding or extorting tributes. 
Colonel Forcle, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached 
Captain Knox, with the firll battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the 
French fa<Sl:ory at Narfipore, where by this time the garrifon, by the 
arrival of ftragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to loo 
Europeans, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore ftands 20 miles to the 
s. E. of Elore. Letters were previoufly lent to the Indian Zemindar 
of the diftrift, threatening the deftrudtioii of his country, if he gave 
the French any afliftance, but offering him alliance if he would 
join the Englilh army with his troops. The Zemindar met Captain 
Knox on the road, and accepted the terms with cheerfulnefs ; and 
the French troops at Narfipore having relied on his afliftance, 
marched away as foon as they faw his defeftion, leaving in the 
faftory, befides common effedts, fome cannon and marine ftores, 
and in the river feveral boats and veflels ; but they funk what am- 
munition they could not carry off. The Englith detachment leav- 
ing a few men with the Zemindar’s officers to take care of what 
was worth preferving, returned to Elore, where on the 1 8th came 
in the Rajah with all his troops colledted ; and the next day the 
Zemindar of Narfipore w'ith 1 500 foot, armed in the faffiion of the 
country. But, although fo much time had already been loft, the 
Rajah was not yet ready to proceed, and detained the army at Elore 
until the ift of March. 

Mr, Conflans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had written letters to 
Salabadjing, earneftly requefting he would march with his army 
from Hyderabad to Mafiilipatam, when both their forces united could 
not fail of deftroying the Englilh troops, and puniftiing the powers 
of the country which had revolted to their common enemy. The 
defiftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Bully from the purluit of Ni- 
zamally towards Brampore had encouraged this prince to refume 
his former ambitions ; in which he was, at leaft lecretly, abetted 
by the adherents of Shanavaze Khan and Mahomed Huffein, whofe 
deaths, as well as his own flight to Brampore, had been the im- 
mediate confequences of the affaffination of Hyderjung, the duan 
of Mr. BulTy : but this confederacy refrained from any conlpL 
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cuous exertion, until they faw Mr. BuiFy and the whole of the 
French force quitting Hyderabad, and the fervice of Salabadjing, 
in obedience to the orders of Mr. Lally ; when judging little 
likelihood of their return, they a£led with more open declaration ; 
and foon after, Nizamally was Jenabled, with the affiftance of his 
friends, to increafe his force from 1 500 to 1 5000 horfe, with 
which he marched from Brampore in November, and was received 
with homage into the city of Aurengabad ; but the fortrefs of 
Dollabad ftill held out for Salabadjing. The infolence of Salabad- 
jing, wedded to habits, faw no means of coercing his brother, but 
by the accuftomed afliftance of a body of French troojjs, which his 
own aid to Conflans in this time of neceflity was certainly the likelicft 
means of procuring : but few of his officers were defirous of fee- 
ing the re-eftablifhment of a power, which had interfered fo much 
with their own authority and advantages in the government ; never- 
thelefs, they imagined, that the prefent conteft for the ceded pro- 
vinces between the French and Engliffi might give a chance of 
recovering thefe countries to their former dependence on the fbu- 
bahffiip ; and in this view moft of them advifed him to march to- 
wards Malulipatam. His brother, Baffaulet Jung, concurred in the 
fame opinion, and marched with his forces from Adoni at the lame 
time that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. Both join- 
ed near the Kriftna, and amounted to 1 5000 horfe and 20000 foot. 
Neither their approach, nor the probability of their affifling the 
French, deterred Colonel Forde from his purpofe of proceedino- 
againft Mafelipatam. It was obvious, that the junftion of Sala- 
badjing’s army with the French would bring heavy vengeance upon 
the Rajah, if the Engliffi troojjs ffiould be obliged to retire be- 
fore them ; but even this confideration, becaufe the danger was 
diftant, could not induce him to relinquiffi the immediate ad- 
vantages of his delay, although nothing more than the colledlions 
of the day levied by his troops fpread abroad in all parts of the 
country. 

Five miles to the fouth of Elore you arrive at the bed of a vaft 
lake, which extends 47 miles in length, from weft to eaft acrois 
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the fituation of the city, and 14 in breadtli from north to fbuth. 
From the- beginning of the rains in July, until the end of Septem- 
ber,. the whole is Ipread over with water, excepting 60 or 70 
fmali ifiots, on which the inhabitants remain; but during the reft 
of the year the whole is dry and paffable, and in many places 
highly cultivated. The army, and for the firft time any of the 
Englifli troops,, marched acrofs the lake, and on the 3d of March 
encamped near a fmall fort, called Concale, in which the French, 
had left a ferjeant with 1 3 Europeans, and two companies of Se- 
poys. Captain Maclean, with fix companies of Sepoys, were fent; 
to attack and even efcalade the fort:- the garrifon had the day be- 
fore received alfurances- from Du Rocher, tlie commander of 
the army of obfervation, that he would arrive to their affiftance- 
on the 23 th ; relying on which, they manned the walls, and 
leemed refolutc to defend theml'elves. Much firing of mufketry 
palled with much lols to the affadants, who neverthelefs twice at- 
tempted to break through the wicliet of the gate, for want of bet- 
ter implements,, with iron crows ; but were each time beaten off;; 
on which Captain Macle'nc 'ent toihe army for a reinforcement of’ 
men and two guns ; th'-v arr-iVv-d in the evening, and the guns were' 
immediately applied,, and beat open the gates. The detachment'" 
ruftied in without mercy,, and in the firft onfet killed all they met>, 
who were only Sepoys ; for the Europeans hid themfelves until the 
'firing and flaughter ceafed. A few hours after, a native brought 
intelligence, that a party of forty Europeans, with Ibme Sepoys,, 
fiom the army of obfervation, were arrived within a few miles 
on which Captain. Macleane marched out to attack them.. But- 
they, hearing the fort was taken, had retreated. A fmall gar- 
rifon of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left to ftcure the 
fort from lurprize, and the army marched on towards Maluli-i 
patam,. in fight of which they arrived on the 6th of March ; and’ 
the fame day received advices, that the French army, under the 
command of Mr. Lally, had been obliged to raife the fiege of 
Madrafs. 
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The fort and town of Mafulipatam are fituated beyond the reach 
of cannon-fhot afunder. The fort ftands a mile and a half from 
the fca-lhore, on the edge of a Ibund formed partly by an inlet of 
the fea, partly by drains from the circumjacent ground, and ftill 
more by a continued ftream w^hich the river Kriftna fends off about 
15 miles to the s. w. and which falls into the upper part of the 
found, very near the fort. The Sound has I'ometimes three fathom, 
and at others only three feet water ; and oppofite to the fort, is 500 
yards in breadth. The fouth fide of the fort extends about 600 
along the Sound, and 800 from thence to the north ; and its area, 
as well as form, would differ very little from a parallelogram of 
thefe dimenfions, if the eaftern fide did not lie in a re-entering angle, 
which, however, is a very obtufe one. The ground along the fea- 
fhore for two miles to the north and fouth of the inlet of the Sound, 
is a colledtion of fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland, 
when they ceafo on the border of a morafs, which forrounds the fort 
on every fide, and continues to the weft and fouth for feveral miles ; 
and to the n. w. and north, there is no hard ground at left than a 
mile of the fort, excepting a few fmall fpots of fand in the morafs, 
which are near it to the n. e.: but to the eaft, the fand hills along, 
the fea are within 800 yards of the walls. The morafs in all. 
direilions is interfered with creeks and gullies, which fall into the 
found. 

The Pettah, or town of Mafolipatam, is fituated a mile and a 
half to the n. w. of the fort, on a plot of ground rifing above the 
morafs; acrofs which, the communication between this ground and 
the fort is by a ftraight caufeway 2000 yards in length. The town 
is very extenfive, and its ground on the farther fide ftill to the n. w. 
'is bounded by another morals, which ftretches along it from the s. w, 
to the N. E. but is ftopped by the fand-hills of the foa-ftiore, along 
which is the only accefs to the town on firm ground; for both mo- 
raffes are miry even in the drieft feafon, and were fo now, although 
no rain had fallen for 40 days. 

Mr. Conflans, with all his troops, excepting the few guards in 
the fort, were encamped in the Pettah for the convenience of water, 
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of which there is none in the fort but what is prefer\’ed in cifierns. ^759* 
His ideas of remaining here extended no farther than this advantage; 
althouglv by flinging up an entrenchment acroft the dry ground Mardr* 
from one morafs to the other, he might have ftoj^ped the Englifti 
army, to which the fotce with him was equal, being 500 Euro- 
peazis and 2000 Sepoys, without the army of obfervation, which he 
had not recalled; and, as foon as the Englifh army appeared, he 
retreated by the caufeway, into the fort. The troops of Anunde- 
rauze and of the Zemindar of Narfipore encamped in the pettahi 
the Englifh on the fand to the north-eaft. 

The French, fince they took pofleffion of the Fort in 175J, had 
modernized the defences tlie w'alls were mud faced with bricks as 
high as the parapet ; and the three fides to the weft, north, and eaft,. 
contained 11 angular baftions of various fliapes and fizes; before 
which were a palifaded berm, and a wet ditch;, but no glacis. The 
front to the fouth along the found, from- reliance on that defence^ 
was left open. The baftion next the n. w. fronted the caufeway 
leading to thepettah;. in this baftion was the gateway, and 120 yards 
of the caufeway was converted into a. caponiere, which terminated 
in a ftrong ravelin that fcoured along the length of the caufeway. 

No regular approaches could be made to the fort, but by an army 
ten times ftronger than Colonel Forde’s; for hitherto black troops^, 
howfoever numerous, were counted for nothing in the fervice of car- 
rying on trenches. Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the 
fort from the land -hills to the eaft, as the neareftlhot; and by bat- 
teries detached fjom each othei-, without the communication of 
trenches, as little was to be feared from the Tallies of the belieged. 

The ground had the advantage, although this circumftance would 
not have determined the choice, of being neareft to the difembarka- 
tion of the ftores and heavy artillery from the Hardwicke, which, 
with the two floops, were in the road. 

Three batteries were eredled ;,one in afilhing village near the inward: 
point of the fand to the s. w. where it is bordered, by the. inlet of 
tile fea to the fouth, and the weft by a large creek in the morals 
coming from the north.. Four hundred yards tO the north of this baU 
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1759 tcry, and nearer to the edge of the iame creek, was another; the 
third battery was at an equal diftance 100 yards in the rear of l)oth. • 
Mdfchi The battery to the north, and that to the fouth, had each two cigh- 
. teen and two twenty-four pounders ; but in the fouth were likewife 
the bombarding artillery, which were three mortars, of 13, nine, 
and eight inches. The battery in the center had only two twelve- 
pounders. 

In the s. E. angle of the fort, clofe on the found, was a baftiou 
' called the Franqois, of 10 guns. For fome diftance from hence to 
the north, the want of hard ground had obliged the rampart to re- 
cede in a re-entering angle, in the bottom of w'hich was a work in 
the form of a demi-lune, having onlv two faces, without flanks, 
which would have been needlets, fince the line of the faces fuffici- 
cntly flanked the baft ion Francois on the right, and that called the 
Saint John on the left. This work was called the Dutch baftion. 
The Saint John had eight guns, and beyond it in the N. e. angle 
of the fort was the baftion called the Camelion, mounting 10 guns. 
The fouthern of the Englifh batteries fired on the Fran9ois and 
Dutch baftion; the center on Saint John’s; and the northern on 
the Camelcon. As fbon as their pofition was decided, the garrifbii 
faifed a battery on the left ftiore of the inlet as you enter from the 
lea; which took them all in flank; but as this battery was feparated 
from the fort by the whole breadth of the found, and might be at- 
tacked in the night by the boats of the Ihips, the garrilbn kept a 
conftant guard in it of Europeans, befides Sepoys. They likewife 
ftatloned a ftronger guard in the ravelin at the end of the caponiere 
on the other fide of the fort. Befides the immediate fuperiority of 
artillery ftauding on their works, the garrifon had others in ftore, 
mounted ready to replace, what might be rendered ufelefs in the courfe 
of fervice; whereas the Englifli army could only reftore the lofs of 
theirs by borrowing the common guns of the Hardwicke, which were 
nine-pounders, or the Rajah’s, which were good for nothing. 

The French army .of obfervation, as foon the Engfifh pafled on- 
- •wards from Concale, crofted the country to Elore, where there was 
iio garrifon to oppofe them; and from hence went on to Rajahmun- 
•-dfilmi, where the fick of the army, in all 2^ Europeans, and 40 Sepoys, 
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had been left under the command of Mr. Briftol, who a few days 1759. 
before had received a large film in gold and filver, fent from Bengal to '’AprilT^ 
Vizigapatam, and from hence to him, for the fervice of the army 
with Colonel Forde. On the approach of the enemy, Briftol fent 
away the treafure to Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement on the coaft: 
and as foon as they appeared on the river, ordered all liich of his men 
as were capable of the fatigue to go away, and endeavour to gain Vi- 
zagapatam. The enemy marched two days onwards from Rajamun- 
drum, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagarum, the ca- 
pital of Anunderauzc, as well as the Englilh fort at Vizagapatam ; 
but their views were only to extort money from the chiefs and ren- 
ters, by the feverities they exercifed in the country. However, find- 
ing they could not colle 61 : as much as they f|>ent, they returned; and 
direfled their march to join the army of Salabadjing. The daily 
news of their motions terrified the Rajah with apprehenfions for his 
countries, and no pei-fiiafions could induce him to advance either his 
credit or money: none remained in the military chefir: Colonel 
Forde had borrowed all that the officers under his command had re- 
alized from the fjDoils of the campaign, and had even ufed the prize- 
money of the troops ; and the interpofition of the French army of 
obfervation precluded the hopes of receiving what had been fent to 
Mr. Briftol; and by this time, every fbldier in the army had per- 
ceived the obftacles which fnuft be furmounted, to reduce the 
fort, which exafjoerated the fenfe of their diftrefles. In thele 
agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the r9th, 
with their arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde, 
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents^ and 
to depute one or two to explain their complaints. The deputies de- 
clared, that all w'^ere refolved not to ferve the fiege, unlefs they were 
.immediately paid the amount of the prize-money already due to them, 

•and were affured of the whole booty, in cafe Mafulipatam fhould be 
taken. According to the Company’s regulations, authorized by the 
Crown, the troops in India are only entitled to one half of what i$ 
taken in the forts they reduce; the other half is referved to the 
Company. Colpnel For 3 e promifed to pay them their prize-money, 

out 
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1759. out of the \ er7 firft he fhould receive; and, as he could not break 
through the regulation, aflurecl them he would folicit the Company 
by a rc})reientation of their hardfliips and fervlces, to give up their 
fhare of what might be taken in IViafulipatam ; of which, he fhould 
retain the amount, until their determination was known. Thefe 
promiles appcafed them; and they returned to their duty w'ith their 
ulual ardour. Neverthelefs the batteries were not completed till the 
35th, 1 8 days after the arrival of the army, during which the fort had 
kept a conftant fire, w'hich had only killed five men. 

Salabadjing, as he approached, fent forward letters and mef- 
fcngers, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemindars who had 
joined the Englifh, to quit them, and repair immediately, as vafi- 
fals to his ftandard. On the 27th, advices were received in the 
camp, that his army was arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna, 40 miles 
from Mafulipatam ; and the fame day came reports, that the French 
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundrum. 

The Rajah, who had for Ibme days been faltering, was now fo 
terrified, that he marched away with all his forces the fame night, 
without giving warning, intending to regain his own country on 
the other fide of the Godaveri; and, notwithftanding the dilato- 
rinefs of his former motions, he on this occafion advanced 1 6 miles 
before day-break. Colonel Forde fent meffengers after him, re- 
prefenting the abfurdity of his conduft, in thinking to elcape the 
numerous cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the French 
army of obfervation, who were towards Rajahmundrum, on the 
other; whereas, by remaining with the Englilh troops his retreat 
would be aflured, and the reduflion of Mafulipatam, even now not 
impradlicable. The plain good fenfe of this advice brought him back 
with his army to the Pettah. Colonel Forde, although with little 
hopes, would not neglefl the only means in his power of amufing 
Salabadjing from advancing to the relief of Mafulipatam, and requeft- 
ed his permiffion to fend a deputy to treat, profeffing no other in- 
tention than to take poffeffion of the French garrifons and fadlories 
on the coaft, without affunfing the authority they had held in the 

inland 
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inland countries. Salabadjing confentecl to receive the deputy, and 
Mr, Johiiftone was lent to his camp on the ift of April. 

The three batteries continued a hot fire from the 35th of March 
to the 4th of April. On the 5th, the weather, which had hitherto 
been gentle, clianged to a hard gale of wind, with thunder, lightning, 
and immenfe rain, which brought in the fouthern monfbon, with 
the return of fair weather on the 6th. In the evening the artillery 
officers reported, that there was no more than two day’s ammu- 
nition left for the fervice of the batteries. Intelligence was likewife 
received, that Salabadjing was advancing from Bezoara, and that the 
French army of obfervation, which he had invited, were very near 
his. It was now no longer poffible for the Englifh army to retreat 
the long way they had come, as the whole garrilbn of Mafulipatam 
and the army of obfervation would join the Subah’s in the purfuit. 
However, the camp might embark; for the ffiore at Mafiilipatam 
is ftill, and the only part on the coafi: of Coromandel, on which 
the lea does not beat with a ftrong llirf. But Colonel Forde 
regarded this mode of retreat as intolerable difgrace, and refblved 
to ftorm the fortj judging, moreover, that the garrifon would 
not fufpe6l the attempt at the very time when the excels of the 
rain had rendered the approach over the morafs much lefs prafli- 
cable than before. He accordingly ordered the fire of the batteries 
to be kept up with double vivacity through the next day, and all 
the troops to be under arms at ten at night. 

The ditch of the fort, at the ebb of the tide, which w'ould hap- 
pen at midnight, has only three feet water, and having no glacis, 
nothing prevented the immediate accels. Notwithftanding the gar- 
rilbn had conftantly repaired in the night the damages of the day, 
the hot and continued firing of this day had ruined the baftions Ef- 
ficiently to mount ; and each of the three had been equally fired upon, 
to confound the enemy’s guefs of the affault. As no outworks ob- 
ftrufted a full view of the body of the place, it was feen from the 
batteries, that the two baftions upon the found on the extremities of 
the fort to the s. w. and the s. e. were in barbette, that is, without 
embrafures and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for cannon 

to 



4^4 War of Coromandel. Book XI. 

» 759 * to fit's over, which is rarely four feet high. From the s. w. baftion, 
'^'riT" ^vhich u’as named St. iMichael’s, to the next on the w. called the 
Saline, the exterior ground was a miry fwamp of mud, in which 
the ditch that furrounded the reft of the fort, could not have been 
continued, but at great expence and labour, and was left in this 
ftate, becaufe fappofed of more difficult paflage than the ditch itfelf. 
Some days before a black fervant of Captain Yorke’s, who had lately 
lived in Mafulipatam, told him that he had fometimes leen the 
natives employed in the fort wade over the quagmire between the 
two baftions: and on this intelligence. Colonel Forde had permitted 
Captain Yorke and Knox to examine this paflage; they took loo 
Sepoys, and placing them in different parties behind one another 
to fupport their retreat, w'ent on at midnight, properly clad to 
the Ikiii, in order to refemble black men naked, and entered the 
quagmij'e, which they pafled half over, and found it not above knee 
deep, but the mud very tenacious; they returned undifcovered, and 
their report determined Colonel Forde to try an attack on this quar- 
ter at the lame time as the main aflault ; w'hich at leaft would dif- 
traft the enemy’s attention. In the fame intention the counjtry 
troops belonging to the Rajah were to march along the cauleway 
over the morafs, and on each fide of it, and to Ikirmifli againft the 
revelin in front of the gateway. v 

The battalion of Europeans, reinforced with 30 lailors froni' the 
Hardwicke, all the artillery-men, and half the Sepoys, were allotted 
for the real attack, which was to be made on the baftion called the 
Cameleon in the n. e. angle of the fort. Their whole number was 
346 Europeans, rank and file; the Sepoys amounted to 1400; of 
which the other half w^erq allotted to the falfe attack to be led 
by Captain Knox. Each of the three attacks was to be 
ready on their refpedlive ground before midnight; when, as 
foon as the falfe commenced on the weft fide, the real, and the 
Rajah’s were likewife to begin. As no counter-attempt was 
apprehended, the guard of the camp was left to fome of the 
Rajah’s troops. The attack with Captain Knox having farther 
to go, marched offfirft; the main attack was in three divifions, of 
■which the Europeans formed two, and the Sepoys the laft; 
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but when they were to move. Captain Callender, who by his rank 1759. 
was to lead the firil divifiou of Europeans, was not to be found ; 
and after much fearch and enquiry, the troops proceeded without 
him, croffing the morafs from the dry ground of fand diredly oppo- 
fite to the Cameleon, the baftion they were to f:orm. In the u ay 
they were joined by the gunners croffing the morafs, likewife from 
the batteries, which for fear of furprize they did not quit until the 
laft moment. But before the troops arrived at the ditch, they heard 
the firing of Knox’s attack, which neverthelefs had only begun at 
the appointed time ; on which all marched as fafr as they could, 
as before up to the knees in mire, and in c rolling the ditch, up to 
the middle in water and mud. Here they were difeovered juft 
before they got to the pailifade on the berm ; and vvhilft the firfi: 
divifion, commanded b}' Captain Filcher, were tearing it up, whiclr 
took feveral minutes, tiie enemy gathered on the breach, and began 
likewife to fire cannon and mulketry from the next ballious, die 
Saint John’s on the right, and that called the fmall-gate on the left. 

The oppofition only encreafed tlie ardour of the affailants, and whilft 
the firft divifion of Europeans with Filcher were gaining the breach, 
the fecoiid, commanded by Yorke, fired up againll St. John’s, and 
the divifion of Sepoys led by Macleane againft the fmall gate. 

Several were killed before Filcher’s divifion had mounted, and got 
poBeffion of the Cameleon ; when, having waited until Yorke’s 
came up, they turned and advanced along the rampart to the left, 
to get poffeffion of the fmall gate. There was a handy gun, with 
its ammunition, on the Cameleon, which Yorke, on the I'uggefcion 
of Captain Moran, who difeovered it, ordered the gunners to 
turn and fire along the rampart towards the Sound, and in the 
mean time prepared his divifion to follow the fame diredlion, as 
foon as a number of Sepoys llifficient to maintain the baftioii were 
come up the breach ; but, juft as he was fetting off, he perceived 
a line of Sepoys coming along in the way below, between the foot 
of the rampart and the buildings of tlie town: they were lent to 
reinforce the Cameleon from the arfenal near the Sound, where 
Conflans confuuied w'aiting the event with the grenadier com- 
pany and other troops. Yorke immediately ran down, and feiz- 
VoT.. TT. ^ O insr 
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I y5g. ing the French officer at the head of the Sepoys, bid him order them 
to lay do\\m their arms and lurrender; which they obeyed with 
little reluctance, and were fent up to the baftion. Yorke, having 
dbferved that the way Ijelow was free from interruption, and much, 
broader than the rampart above, refolvcd to march along it, to get, 
pofTpffion of the reft of the defences allotted to his attack ; his divi- 
iion accordingly came down, excepting a few left with the pri- 
ibners, and the artillery-men with the gun. The guard of the next 
baftion, St. John’s, had ftieltcred themfelves within the angles, from, 
the iafilade of the gun ; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se- 
poys, who, as foon as Yorke’s divifion came under the baftion, ad- 
vanced to the edge of the rampart, fired down upon them, which, 
killed feveral and wounded more, and then cried out, that they 
would furrender. Yorke generoufly Ipared the return of their fire: 
their arms were gathered, and they were conduced by a party to- 
the Cameleon, where the Sepoys were in referve, who reinforced, 
the party, which was pofted to fecure the St. John’s. The di- 
vifion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re- 
ceived the fire of the guard, fcattered indeed, but with equal iniquity, 
followed by the immediate offer of furrender, which was accepted' 
with the fame humanity as before, and the baftion and men fecured 
by parties from the divifion, and the referve, Thefe interruptions . 
had allowed the divifion time to think and expe6l more, and many 
fhewed much unwillingnefs to go on ; for darknefs covers fhame 
however, they yielded to. the threats and exhortations of Captain 
Yorke ; but had not advanced many paces beyond the Dutch baftion, 
before they paffed a fmall brick building clofe to the rampart, which 
fear or curiofity led fome to examine. It was an extenfive magazine 
of ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, ^a mine : this word. 
ftruck the whole divifion with terror, and all inftaiitly ran back 
to the Cameleon (the officers accompanying to reclaim them), and 
Captain Yorke, v/ho marched at the head, was left alone, with only 
two drummers, who were black boys, beating the grenadiers’ march, 
which they continued ; but in vain, for none rejoined r on which 
Captain Yorke went back, and found all his men in much confufion 
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at the baftion, fome even propofing to go out of the breach and 1759. 
^uit the fort. Severity was inftantly neceffary, and Yorke, as ^"Apriir^ 
foon as on the baftion, threatened to put the firft man to death who 
offered to come near the breach ; on which fome of the foldiers 
who had ferved with him in Adlercrou’s regiment, and had en- 
lifted in the ComiJany’s fervice, cried out that their commander 
was ill ufed, and offered to follow him wherefoever he pleated ; 
their number immediately increafed to 36, with whom he marched 
off, leaving the reft to follow, as the officers could bring them 
on. The length of this interruption, joined to the preceding, had 
given the French officer at the next baftion, the Francois, which 
ftands on the edge of the Sound, time to get down a gun loaded 
Avith grape-fliot and to point it up the way the party was coming ; 
it fired when they were within a few yards, and with great exe- 
cution, killing feveral and wounding fixteen. Captain Yorke fell, 

Avith a ball through each of his thighs, and each of the black 
drummers was killed dead at his fide. This havock, however, did 
not difcourage the reft from bringing off their Captain, whom 
they carried to the Cameleon ; and the guards, pofted in the St. 

Jel.n and Dutch baftions, not difmayed, kept their ground, wait- 
ing the event. 

During thefe efforts of the left divifion, the right, commanded 
by Captain Fifcher, was advancing from the Cameleon to the right, 
but along the rampart. The next, which is the fmall gate, was 
not in complete repair; and the Sepoys Avith Macleane Avere at- 
tempting to fcramble up it, which, Avith the approach of Fifcher’s 
divifion, drove the guard away to the next baftion, called the 
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but Avithout order, 
as the divifion approached ; and when near, alked quarter, which 
was granted. 

Colonel Forde continued with the referve on the baftion of St. 

Jean, iffuing the neceffary orders, according to the reports from both 
divifions. The prifoners as faft as taken were brought to him there, 
and he fent them, as they came, down the breach, into the ditch, 
where they were guarded as well as the night permitted by a proper 
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number of Sepoys, threatening at the point of bayonet to kill the 
firft that moved ; but very few of them ventured airy difturbance* 
The Rajah’s troops had for forae time begun their attack on the 
ravelin on the caufervay, and, if nothing more, with much din. 
and clamour ; but the fire of the falfe attack with Captain Knox 
continually diminilhed ; as having begun earlier, they had expend- 
ed moR of their ammunition, although, finding the enemy pre- 
pared in this quarter, they only fired aci'ofs without r'enturing to- 
jrjifs the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome of the gar- 
rilbn from the more materiat fervice againfi; the real, and the Ra- 
jah’s prevented the guard at the ravelin from returning into the fort,, 
-which they ought to have done, as being of little ufe without the 
walls, whilfl the body of the place was in inftant danger.. -But the 
leparation of the main attack into two divifions, confounded the 
defence much more than the attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not 
knowing what to do, kept at his houfe near the Sound, continually 
receiving meflages magnifying the danger, and fending orders which 
new reports continually induced him to contradidl. 

The parade of the fort was under the baftion of the great gate, 
and as this is the ufual place of rendezvous on alarm, moft of tfte 
troops and officers who remained willing to continue the defence,, 
whether driven from their pofts, or wanting immediate orders, re- 
paired hither, and had joined the guard of the baftion above, be- 
fore Fifeher’s divifion was ready to advance from that of the 
church-yard. Near loo were aflembled, but their fire began be- 
fore the divifion was ftifticiently near, which preferved theirs, and- 
only giving that of the firft platoon, rufhed on, and foon cleared, 
the baftion. Fifcher immediately fent down to fecure the gate 
below, which fhut .out the troops on the ravelin, and prevented 
the efcape of any from within. Whilft the divifion was getting into 
order to proceed, again, appeared. Captain Callender, no one knew 
from whence,, and taking the command, marched at their head to- 
wards the next baftion, called the Pettah, from which came Matter- 
ing fhot, fcarcely more than one at a time, and the laft that drop- 
ped, fhot Callender dead ;. immediately after which the fire of the. 

garrifan. 
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garrifoix in all other parts of the fort ceafed, and fbon after came a 1759. • 
meflage from Colonel Forde, ordering Pilcher’s divifion to ceale 
likewilc, as Mr. Conflans had iurrcndercd. He had fent a mef- 
lage offering to capitulate on honourable terms; to which Forde 
anfwercd, that he would give none, but at dilcretion, nor even 
this ; but would put every man to the fword, if all did not inftantly 
furrender. 

On the return of the officer, Mr- Conflans lent orders round for 
the troops to quit their arms, and repair to his quarters at the 
arfenal, which is a Ipacious encfolure. As loon as all was quiet, 
the Englilh troops aflembled on the parade, under the baftion of 
the gate-way ; and 100 Europeans, with two guns, and two com- 
panies of Sepoys, were detached to remain on guard over the pri- 
Ibners until the morning; when, whatlbever troops were at the 
ravelin, and the battery at the inlet, and had not efcaped, came 
into the fort, to become prilbners with the refl: of the gandfon. 

The whole number exceeded the affailants, being 500 Europeans ; 
of whom 100 were cither officers or inhabitants of better condition, 
and 2537 either Coffrees, Topafles, or Sepoys. Of the affailants, 

22 Europeans were killed, amongft them the Captains Callender and 
Mollitore, and 62 wounded. Of the Sepoys, who behaved with 
equal gallantry as the Europeans, as well in the real, as at the falle 
attacks, 50 were killed, and 150 wounded. The Rajah’s people 
likewife luffered more than was expe6led from them ; but nothing 
in proportion to the Englilh troops. The fort was furniflied with 
120 pieces of cannon, and abundance of military ftores. The. piun-- 
der of other effebls was likewife valuable; and all that was nov. 
merchandize w'as given back to the prilbners ; half the reft was di- 
vided amongft the Englilh army, and the other half reiervcu or 
them according to the promife they had received,. 

The improbability of the attempt was the principal caufe of its 
fuccefs, for the garrifon from the beginning had regarded the liege, 
wdth mockery, and, being in daily expeftation.of the andval of a body, 
of troops which were coming by fea. from. Pondicherry, had con- 
certed,. that the army of obfervation, joined by this reinforcement,. 

and( 
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1759. atid a great detachment, if not the whole of Salabadjing’s army, 
fliould then furround and attack the Engiifh army, which they rc- 
prefcnted to themfelves as involved in impending and inevitable de- 
ftruftion ; and indeed, if thefe efforts had been made by Salabad- 
jing’s army, and the French troops abroad, without waiting for the 
reinforcement, the Englifli army could not have kept their ground, 
fince the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly have run away, 
and the enemy’s horfe, amongdl whom were many Morattoes, would 
have cut off all provifions, and harraffed every motion : nor could 
they have made the embarkation, to efcape by fea, without abandon- 
ing all the Rores and artillery. 

The miniftry of Salabadjing were therefore not more furprized, 
than vexed, at the lofs of the place, becaufe, confcious that it might 
have been prevented by the activity they had neglefted to exert. 
They held councils with the French commander of the army of ob- 
fervation, and determined Rill to wait for the reinforcement ; when 
they expedled at leaR to reduce the Englifli to compound for their 
retreat by the Rirrender of Malulipatam. The Rajah Anunderauze, 
divining what might happen, propofed to return to his own country, 
as foon as the place was taken ; and Colonel Forde, from utter 
contempt of his character, made no objeftions to his departure ; he 
marched away with all the Indian forces on the izth, to regain the 
Gotlaveri ; and, by haRy marches, was, in two days, out of the 
reach of purfuit. 

Early in the morning of the 1 5th appeared two fliips, Randing 
into the road, under French colours. The commander of the 
Hardwicke, Samfon, was afliorc embarking prifoners, of whom he 
had already received 40 on board : but his brother, who was the 
chief mate, immediately weighed, and got to windward of the 
Rrange fhips ; on which the largeR anchored in the road, as did the 
Hardwicke at a diRance ; but the other Rill plying up, the Hard- 
wicke weighed again, as did the largeR fhip, and the wind having 
•changed, both of the enemy’s bore down, with a fair fail; in the 
mean time, Captain Samfon, with eight gunners lent from the army, 

got 
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got ou board, and determining not to run, before he had tried the 
llrength of the fhips, waited to exchange a broadfide, which difcover- 
ing thejji to, be fluuter than his own, he again hauled the wind, and 
working more dexteroufly got again out. of tlieir reach, but con- 
tinued in the oflSng. The two French fhips anchored again in the 
road, and in the night fent a catamaran, which they had brought 
with them, on fhore, with letters to Mr. Conflans,. fignifying, that 
they were the Harlem and Briflol from Pondicherry, with 300 
troops Europeans and TopafTes, befides the crews : they were the aid 
of which advices had been received before. No anfwer being re- 
turned, they fufpedled the lofs of the place, and early the next morn- 
ing flood out again after the Hardwiclce, which bore away for 
Bengal, and before noon all three were out of light. 

The army of Salabadjing was at this time within 15 miles of 
Mafulipatam ; and imagining, that the French fhips u'ould return, 
to land the troops, fent forward all the. Morattoes towards the fliore. 
Colonel Forde, notwithftanding the great number of prifoners which 
were to be guarded, divided his force, and leaving half in the fort to 
take care of them, encamped with the other on the ground he had 
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out of can- 
non-fhot, but. they burnt and flew all around for feveral days; when 
Salabadjing, feeing no probability of retaking Mafulipatam, began 
to treat in earnef 1 :;*and Colonel Forde went to his camp, and was re- 
ceived with much attention. 

But another motive of equal w'eight concurred to induce this 
change in Salabadjing’s difjjolition towards the Englifh. Some ac- 
count of the alTaffination of Mr. Bully’s Duan, and of Nizamally’s 
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal before the departure of the 
prefent expedition; and Clive, judging that the atrocity of the in- 
jury which Nizamally had committed would carry his deteflation 
of the French nation beyond the reach or wifh of reconciliation,, 
wrote letters to him, requefting his affiftance to the army with 
Colonel Forde in exterminating the French out of the provinces they 
had difmembered from the fovereignty of the Decan.. Colonel Forde 
difpatched thefe letters,, with.his own. to the fame purport, and Ni- 
zamally. 
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1 7 5 9. zamally had received them : whether they contributed to mfluence his 
^■Xprin^ immediate operations we are uncertain ; but as fbon as he was certi- 
iied that Salabadjing was marching againfl the Englifli army to 
Mafulipatam, he took the field with his own from Aurengabad, 
advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, that he intended to 
reform the adminiftration. The news of his intentions, which pre- 
ceded the advices of his march, alarmed Salabadjing for the prefer- 
vation of Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return 
thither as foon as poflible, but delirous of being accompanied by a 
body of Englifh troops; fearing, that if he entertained the French 
army of obfervation, all reconciliation with his brother Nizamally 
. would be precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com- 
mander of thefe troops had gained over his brother Baflalutjung, 
who managed the mofl: important affairs of the government, de- 
layed the execution of his treaty with Colonel Forde until the 13th 
of May, on which day it was figned, and delivered. 

The treaty confifted of four articles. By the firft; The whole 
territory dependant on Mafulipatam, with eight diftrifts, as well 
as the jurifdi£lion over the territory of Mizamapatam, with the 
diftrids of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Englifh 
without the referve of fine or military fervice. By the fecond article, 
Salabadjing promifed to oblige the French troops, meaning the army 
of obfervation, to pal's the Kriftna in 15 days; nor, in future, to' 
permit the nation to have any fettlement in the country of the Decan, 
which this treaty defines to be bounded on the fbuth, by the Kriftna; 
nor to entertain any French troops in his fervice, nor to give them 
afliftance, or ever call them again to his own. By the third, he 
' promifed not to call Anunderauze to account for whatfoever he had 
collecSled out of the governments belonging to the French, nor for 
the tributes of his own countries for the prefent year ; but he was 
hereafter to pay the fame for them as had been paid by Vizeram- 
rauze, and the father of Vizeramrauze. If Anunderauze failed in 
this ftipulation, Salabadjing was left free to treat him as he pleafed : 
but in all cafes was neither to aflift, or give protedion to the 
enemies of the Englifh; and by the 4th article, the Englifh engage 
neither to aflift, or give prote6tion to his. The territory ceded to 
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the company extended 80 miles along the fea, and 20 inland, and 1 759. 
the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a year. 

As loon as the treaty was figned, Salabadjing offered Colonel May. 
Forde a diftrift near Mafiilipatam, as a jaghire or penfioii for him- 
jfelf, if he would accompany him with part of the Englilh troops 
againft his brother Nizamally. Colonel Forde, with as much ear- 
neftnefs, requefted his afliftance to take or deftroy the French army 
of obfervation, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly 
under the jjroteflion of BalTaulet Jung. Neither fide had the leaf!: 
inclination to gratify the other, and Salabadjing on the i8th 
marched away in much difguft with the Englifh, to whom he had 
confirmed, without any reciprocal benefit, the moft advantageous 
acquifition of its extent, they could wifh to gain, with the view of 
maintaining, on the whole coaft of Coromandel from Ganjam to 
Cape Comorin, The body of French troops croffed the Kriflna, 
but marched to the weftward, in confequence of afllirances from 
Baflaulet Jung to take them into his fcrvice, when he fhould return 
from Hyderabad to his own goveriuaient of Adoni, The Prefi- 
dency of Madrafs confidered Mafulipatam as dependant on their au- 
thority, and appointed Mr. Andrews, with a council, to manage 
the revenue and trade : and Colonel Forde remained there with the 
troops, in expefilation of orders for his future proceedings from the 
Prefidencv of Bengul. 

•/ O 

Mr. Lally, with the French army, was in fall march after the 
Englifh, when he received the news at Trivatore that they had taken 
Conjeveram, on \vhich he halted ; but lent forward the partizan Lam- 
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the army, 
who polled themfelves feven miles from the Englifh, in the road to 
Arcot, in order to prevent the incurfions of their cavalry into thofe 
diflridts ; but the Englifh army had no intention to ravagj a country 
they intended to recover. Lambert’s party confifled of 300 either 
Topaffes or Europeans, unfit for the regular battalions, about 700 
Sepoys, and 200 horfe. They had been detached whilft . the two 
armies fbme time before were facing one another at Conjeveram, to 
retaliate on Kiflnarow, the -Killidar of Thiagar, the ra\'ages he 
Vor.. II. 3 R had 
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1759. had committed in the adjacencies of Pondicherry, and to retake the 
forts ^vhich he and Mahomed llfirof had reduced whilft the French 
army were preparing ou the tjlher fide of the Paliar to attack 
Madrafs. In the middle of March, he fct down before Elavana- 
lore, which Kiilnarow, leaving his rock of Thiagar, reiblved to 
defend in jierfon ; continual Ikirmifhes palled bctw'een them for 
ten days, when Lambert, feeing no proljability of taking the 
place without battering cannon, of which he had nine, marched 
away, and fet down before Trivatore; where likewife were fome 
Sepoys left by Mahomed IlToof, and Ibme of Killnarow’s, who were 
very near lurrendering, when Lambert, with his whole detach- 
ment, was recalled to the main army; which on the 19th advanced 
to Covrepauk, where they took up their quarters, flill keeping 
Lambert’s party between them and the Engiilh; which continued- 
at Conjeveram, and threw up redoubts in their front, and on their 
flanks. 

Soon after the detachment of Gopaulrow’s Morattoes had taken 
poffeffion of Tripetti, he received orders from Balagerow atPoni,. 
to return and join him there without delay; left he fhould be 
ftopped by the floods of the Kriftna, which fvvells in May. He ac- 
cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting a fmall detachment 
left to guard Tripetti, under the command of an officer named. 
Narrain Sa.uftry, and the main body marched away from the paflTes.. 
of Damalcherri, in the beginning of April; At the lame time, 
Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother, was permitted to^ return, with- 
his troops, to Chandergerry ; from whence he fent them againft- 
Tripetty, of which they got pofleflion after a flight refiftance:' 
he then requefted the Prefidency to grant him the farm of the pa- 
goda; but* as his rank exempted him from contronl, the Prefl- 
diency let it to the fame renters as were holding it when taken by 
the French, by whom they had likewife been continued in the 
management. 

Three companies of Sepoys fent from Tritchinopoly joined Kiftna- 
row foon after Lambert’s party was recalled from the fouth, with whom 
and his. own troops Kifhiarow immediately took the field again, and; 
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ravaged as far as Trivadi, within 14 miles of Pondicherry, and 1759. 
from thence to Cuddalore, where, lince the reduflioii of Fort St. 

David, the French kept a garriion. Some bad troops were fent 
from both, and the adjacent diftrids, to oppofe him, and having 
amongll: them 30 Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeants 
of the Sepoys, the enemy attacked him with confidence, and were 
decifivcly beaten. Ten of their Eviropeans, and a great number of 
their country troops, were killed. Of the Englilh Sepoys 30, and 
nine of Kiftnarow’s people ; but the enemy left behind them 
three pieces of cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels of ammunition, 
which he carried away in triumph to Thiagar ; and from thence 
fent back the Englifh Sepoys to Tritchinopoly. This fuccefs was 
gained in the beginning of Mav. 

A few days after the redudion of Conie\ eram, intelligence was 
received, that the garrilbn of Sejjoys at Palamcotah, in the country 
of Tiniveliy, had ventured to Hand an engagement in the field 
againft Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver, joined by moH of the other 
Polygars, and, although the enemy quitted the field, fo many of 
the. Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the garrifon could no 
longer appear out of the fort. It had before been refolved to fend 
Mahomed Iflbof into the fouthern countries, as foon as the army in 
the field could be diminifhed without rifque; of which, the caution 
of the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of fkir- 
mifhes, and the departure of the Morattoes with Gopaulrow', vdio 
might have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions. The 
troops of Tanjore and Tondiman were therefore ordered to return, 
with Mahomed IfTooPs detachment, and the wdiole body were to pals 
by Vicravandi and Trivadi, in order to afliH Kiftnarow in ravaging 
the French diftritHs in the way. They let out together on the 26th 
of April : the detachment with Mahomed Ilfoof was fix companies 
of Sepoys, 60 of the horle, and fix of the European gunners he 
brought with him, and two field-pieces: the I'anjorines were 300 
horfe, and Tondiman’s troops 250, with 1100 Colleries. After the 
firft day’s march, the troops of Tanjore and Tondiman declared 
they wotild not expofe themfelves to the rifque of palling through 
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the enemy’s diftricls, nor of crofiing the Colsroon near them. Ma- 
homed Iflbof, impatient to arrive at his deflination, yielded to, if 
he did not fuggclT, their regugnance, and confented to go the way 
they chofe. Accordingly, they all quitted the flraight road to the 
Ibtith, and ftriking to the weft, jjaffed by Arnee, and entered the 
mountains about nine miles fouth of Velorc: then continuing 
along the valley of Vaniambady, they came out at another pafs 
near Tricalore, and burning feven or eight villages under the fort 
which were held by the French renters, they arrived at Thiagar 
on the 8th of May, where Kiftnarow was returned from his ex- 
curfion to Trivadi. The Tanjorines and Tondimans, thinking the 
reft of the country from Thiagar fafe, proceeded home more like 
travellers than troops : but Mahomed Iflbof’s detachment marched 
on in regular order to Tritchinopoly, where they arrived on the 
14th;, and, on the i6th, having taken leave of the Nabob, he con- 
tinued his march to Madura. 

Nothing could teftify more confidence than the difmiflion of 
fuch a number of troops in the face of the enemy. Their diftrefles 
for every kind of fupply, and for want even of their pay, after they 
arrived at Covrepauk, deferred Mr. Lally from trufting their good- 
will in aftion, until he could fatisfy their complaints. For this 
purpofe, he went to Arcot, and, having detefled various frauds ia 
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who farmed the diftrifls,. 
fined him 40,000 rupees; and he received 10,000 from Mortizally 
of Velorc, with the promife of fome provifions, to refrain from 
moleftiiig his domain. But before he had procured thefe aids, he 
received news, that the Englifli fquadron, confifting of nine fail of 
the line, and three frigates, had arrived on the 28th of April at 
Negapatam, from Bombay. Their appearance, whilft the French 
army was at fuch a diftance, alarmed the garrifon at Karical, and 
even Pondicherry itfelf ; but not Mr. Lally, who, on the contrary, 
thought it requifite to fliew better countenance, and, having fatis- 
fied immediate wants with the money he had obtained, marched 
on the 6th of May with the whole army from. Covrepauk, and en- 
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camped the next day at Balclntty’s choultry, feven miles to the 1759. 
weft of Conjeverain. The fituation they chofe was ftrong, and 
the country being quite level, the advanced guards of the two 
armies were in light of each other. 

An exchange of prilbners had been fome time before agreed on, 
and 100 of tbofe taken at Fort 'St. David arrived at Chinglapet 
from Pondicherry on the 6th, which enabled the Prelidency of Ma- 
drafs to reinforce their army Avith that number, although of other 
Europeans; but the Ph-cnch could not immediately receive an equal 
advantage, bccaufe their prifoners were releafed from Tritchinopoly, 
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brereton fell 
at this time dangeroufly ill, and with much regret was obliged to be 
carried into Madrafs, when the command devolved to Colonel Mon- 
fon, the next officer in the king’s regiment, who immediately made 
preparations, and on three fuccellive days, from the 1 3 th to the 
15th, drew the army out of the lines, olFcring the enemy battle in 
the plain ; but the ground of their encampment was too ftrong to 
be attacked by an equal force. By this time, the refources of money 
and provifions tvhicli Mr. Lally had lately procured were nearly cx- 
liaufted, and the foldiery renewed tlieir complaints, which moft of 
the officers, from perfonal hatred to himfelf, were little felicitous 
to reprels. Knowing their difeontent, he would not venture the 
battle he otherwife wiffied, (for he Avas always brave and impetuous, 
and had 2000 Eurojjeans in the field,) before be h.ad tried how far 
their prejudices might influeucc their duty: and made fcveral mo- 
tions, tending to no great conlcqnencc, which convinced him, that, 
in their prefent mood, they would not fight with ardour under his 
command. The Englilh army, ignorant of the motives, were much 
furprized to fee the whole of the French (putting their encamp- 
ment on the 1 5th, and in march towards 'riivatorc.. From hence 
they v/ere dilpofed into different cantonments. Parties were fent to 
Arcot, Covrepauk, and Carangoly, 200 Europeans to Chittapet, 400 ' 

with the field artillery to Vandiwafh; 1200, with loo European 
horfe, marched to Pondicherry, whither Mr. Lally likewife went, 
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1 759, -reiolved not to meet the Englilh again in for-ce, viritil the arrival of 
^he French Iquadron, which was daily expected with reinforcements. 
On the aSth, the Englifli army ^^■as diltributed into caiitonme;its 
at Chinglapet, Conjeveram, StreePermadore, and jMuflewack,v,'hich, 
with the forts of Pondamalee and T ripafibre. formed a barrier fron^ 
the ri\ er Paiiar to Pulicate. The French had lome time before 
Tvithdrawn their troojjs from Sadrafs, and reftored the fort and town 
to the Dutch. 

Thus ended this campaign, after it had iailed too days, durini" 
which of 8 or 1 0,000 men in arms, not fix e were killed. But tile 
pruicipal objeCl of botli tides was to protect their refpedtive territory, 
and not to rilk an engagement xvithout poiitix'e adxantage, which 
neidier gave. 

- Mr. Laily carried with him to Pondicherry more refentment than 
-ever againft the governor, the council, and all who were emploved 
in the civil adminilfration of the company’s affairs; imputiiis: to 
their malverfations all the obitacles and impediments which cb- 
■ftructed tiie fuccefs of his arms. The council, he alledged, receix-ed 
■prefents from the renters of all the difrricts, who, emboldened by 
the knowledge of their peculations, continually ex'aded the resuiar 
payments, or iniiided on reminions in the terms of their leaies: and 
whilil the public treaiury was thus difappointed or defrauded of its 
incomes, its ifiues he inlifred xvere Iquandcred xvirh equal prodisa- 
lity, becaule the council and their dependants held lhares in all the 
lupplies for the public ferxice, whether in the camp or citx*. Some- 
thing of thefe acculktions might be true ; but Mr. De Leyrit, the 
governor, w^as a man cf diitinguiihed moderation and equity ; and 
other members of the council xvere hkexvife men of worth, luperior 
to liich practices ; but all w’^ho were not, HieJtercd their own cha- 
radlers under the public dilbeiief of the calumnies againft thole who 
xvere guiitlefs of the delinquencies imputed to them; and all know- 
ing Mr. l^ally’s avenlcn to Mr. Bully, who had remained iil at 
Pondicherry fince the fiege cf Madrafs, paid particular court to his 
perlbn and character, and continually expre&d their regrets at the 
indilcretion of the miniftry in France appointing Air. Lallv to the 
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fuprcmc command in India, when they had it in their power to i 
have employed an officer of fuch approved and fuceefsful fervices as '' 
Mr. BuflTy. 

As foon as the main body of the French army arrived at Pondi- 
cherry, 6o Europeans were fent to Karical ; againft which place, 
from its di Trance and fituation on the tca-lhore, althousrh a regular 
fortification, Mr. Lally always apprehended a defeent from the Eng- 
lifii Jqnadron. Another party was prepared to attack Kiftnarow, 
Nvholc ravages had greatly impaired the revenues expedled from tlie 
adjacent diftridls ; but did not take the field, until the 24th, which, 
gave time to Captain Jofejjh Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to fend three 
companies of Sepoys, under the command of H.unterman, the fer- 
jeant-rnajor of the garrilbn, who arrived at Thiagar before the 
French party ; which thereupon returned to Trivadi : where they 
remained waiting for detachments until they were flrengthened to 
200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 40 Huflars, 500 black horfe, and 
eight guns, and were likewife joined by the matchlocks and peons 
of the French diftridts : when, by forced marches, they fuddenly in- 
vcfled Elavanafore on the 5 th of July; and took it by affault on the 
nth. Killnarow himfelf was in Thiagar; his gallantry, and the 
importance of the place, which protected all the diftrifls fouthward 
toward Tritchinopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an eflbrt 
for their prefervatioii, which the ftreugth of his garrilbn could 
ill afford. Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies 
of Sepoys, marched under the command of Lieutenant Raillard, a 
Swifs, and before they reached Volcondah were joined by 1000 
horfe, which the Nabob had levied fiiice liis arrival. at Tritchinopoly,. 
intending to employ them in the Madura and Tinivelly countries, 
which he expebled would have been left to his management.. Klfl- 
narow, on hearing of the march of Raillard’s detachment, came out . 
of Thiagar with all his horfe, and fome Sepoys,, in the night of 
the 1 2th, and the next day joined, him at Volcondah. Serjeant. 
Hunterman, with the reft, of the three companies of Sepoys he had. 
brought, and. what foot Kiftnarow ufually kept in Thiagar, I'e- 
mained to defend it, until his return with the reinforcement. At. 
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break of day on the 14th, the whole body of the French troops, 
no\\' commanded by the Vilcount Fumel, who had made a forced 
march in the night from ElaA analbre, appeared before the pettah at 
the bottom of the rock, and invefting it on eveiy ude on the plain, 
brought two guns agaiaft the two oppofite gates on the north and 
■fouth, and di^ofed two parties to elcalade in other places. The 
fight was every where fharp ; both the efcalades and the attack on 
the north gate were repulied ; but after two hours, the enemy forced 
the other, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman , 
frill unwilling to give up, bad nearly been cut ofr in his retreat to 
the gateway of the palTage leading up to the fort above, which he 
however gained, having lofr one-third of his Sejxiys ; but the enemy 
more, having 200 of theirs, and 30 Europeans killed and wound- 
ed. They had frarcely diJpofed their guards, v^hen their icouts 
brought word, that the troops with Ralliard and Kifrnarow w-ere 
approaching, and were within a few miles ; on which Fumel, with 
the impetuofity of his nation on fuccels, marched out with moft of 
the troops, but without the neid-pieces^ aiid met the Englifli, who 
were advancing fafr on the plain within two miles from the fort. 
Ralliard, thinking the advantage of his two field-pieces greater than 
it reallv was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemv frood ; 
and, infread of coming on as Ralliard expefred, waited till their 
own, which were five, came up, when they fired amongft the Na- 
bob’s cavalr}', and knocked down fcveral; on which the whole of 
this dafrardly body went off, and left the infantry unflanked. Ral- 
liard and Kifrnarow were in this infrant riding towards the cavaln,-. 
to lead them up to the enemy's; and, hurried by vexation, followed 
in hopes of rallying them, and left the infantry without command ; 
againft whom the enemy, ieeing the horfe going off, ad\=anced to 
the pufh of bayonet. There w’as, not far in the rear of the Englilh 
line, a village, in which the oxen wdth the ammunition and thefrores 
were waiting ; and the gunners, thinking it a fafe fration to fecure 
the field-pieces, turned, and began to draw them off as fafr as thev 
<oxild, thinking they Ihould be covered by the reft of the infantrj ; 
who, coafufed by thefe various appearances of terror in others, took 
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panic themfelves, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans were at 1759. 
their breafts; and all inftantly fell under the labres of their black 
cavalry : meanwhile the exhortations of Halliard and Kiftnarow v’l'ere 
vain to retain the Nabob’s, who went off on the full gallop in the 
road to Tritchinopoly. All the Europeans were killed, or made pri- 
Ibners : all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and fuffered n\ore, 
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 200 of them 
got back to Tritchinopoly. Kiftnarow, feeing all loft, followed the 
Nabob’s cavalry; Halliard rode back to the enemy, difcharged his 
piftols at the firft he met, and then galloped out of their reach. He 
W'as afterwards found dead five miles from the field of aciion ; his 
head and breaft bruifed with violent ftrokes of his piftol, under which 
he is fuppoled, as he had neither cartridges nor fword, to have ex- 
pired, and to have infli£led this levere, but needlefs execution on 
himfelf, to avoid the difgrace of his defeat. The enemy returned to 
Thiagar, and fummoned Kiftnarow’s officer in the upper fort to fur- 
render, who, encouraged by Serjeant Hunterman, refuted; which 
obliged them to fend to Chittapet and V andiwafli, for three mortars, 
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock until the 
25th; when Hunterman, having nearly expended all the ammuni- 
tion, capitulated to 600 Europeans, and obtained honourable terms 
for the w^hole garrilbn, Kiftnarow’s people as well as the Englifh 
Sepoys ; all being permitted to march aw'ay with their arms, their 
perfons without fearch, their baggage on oxen, and under an efcort 
of French troops to the diftance they chofe: the artillery only ex- 
cepted. The gallantry of Hunterman was rewarded with an Enfign’s 
commiffion. 

Nothing of confequence had paffed between the two armies fince 
they went into cantonments, except reciprocal excurfions of fmall 
parties to drive off cattle, of which the Englillr colledted 5 or 6000. 

The French garrilbn in the fort of Arcot confifted of 60 Europeans 
and fix companies of Sepoys ; and being as ill paid as the reft of the 
troops, the Sepoys made overtures to Colonel Monlbn, proffering 
to deli\''cr up the fort for a reward in money. At the fame time, the 
Kellidar of Covrepauk, in which were only ten Europeans, and he 
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1 759 * of Timery, who had none, offered likewife to fell their forts. Ti- 
mery, from its diftaiice, was not deemed worth the purchafe; but 
the reputation of Arcot, and the communication -with it by Covre- 
pauk, induced the Prefidency to accept the terms of thefe forts, al- 
though coftly. But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day of execu- 
tion approached, confefled that they could not flicceed; and a few 
days after 200 Europeans were fent into the fort from Vandiwafh, 
but not, as it feemed, from any fufpicion of the plot. However, 
their march flopjied the bargain with Covrepauk. 

Narrain Sauftry, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahab had 
driven from Tripetty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a 
town in the hills, 1 5 miles diftant, belonging to a petty Polygar, fub- 
je£t to a greater called the Matlaver, with whofe affiftance he raifed 
forces, nioflly fuch as tvere to be found in thofe wilds ; and in the 
night of the 30th of June, by a bye-jDath in the mountain of Tri- 
petty, got poffeffion of the temple on the fummit. The troops 
maintained by the renter, and two companies of Sepoys with Enfign 
Wilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path 
of the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Sauftry therefore waited for 
another force, vdiich the Matlaver was to fend ; when one from the 
rock, and the other from the plain, were to ffirprize the town. 
They accordingly made the attack on the 9th of July at four in the 
morning; and, after Ikirmiffiing an hour, were beaten off, with the 
lofs of 20 men killed and wounded ; but the Morattoes ftill kept 
poffeffion of the pagoda. A few days after, the town was rein- 
forced by the Prefidency of Madrafs, with three companies of Sepoys, 
15 Europeans, and a fmall gun. None but Indians, and they of 
the better caffs, are permitted to affend the hill on which the pagoda 
ftands ; for the Bramins pretend, that if the fummit fliould be 
trodden by forbidden feet, all the virtue of the pagoda in the re- 
miffionof fins would be loff, until reffored by an immenle purification. 
Not apprized of this creed, the Sepoys fent by the Prefidency were 
as ufual a mixture of Mahomedans and various caffs of Indians, lo 
that out of the fix hundred, only 80 were worthy to mount to the 
affault: and the Europeans were utterly excluded. The renter 
t neverthelefs 
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neverthelefs, with the 80 Sepoys, and his peons and matchlocks, 1759. 
in all not exceeding 500 men, ventured to attack the enemy in pof- 
feflion of the pagoda, and was repulfed with lofs , but the blood Ihed 
in the attack did not unfandlify the pagoda. 

In the latter part of June, three of the ufual fhips arrived from 
England, with 200 recruits, fent by the Company; and brought 
intelligence, that the 84th regiment of 1000 men, in the king’s 
fervice, were coming in other thips, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have feen ferving 
in Bengal with the rank of Major; he was appointed to the com- 
mand of the Company’s troops in Bengal; but with permiffion to 
flop and ferve with his regiment, if more neceffary, on the coaft of 
Coromandel. The fatisfadlion arifing from this intelligence was in 
fome meafure impaired by a relblution of the Court of diredlors ; 
who, dazzled by the wealth acquired in Bengal from the revolution of 
Plaffy, and by reprefentations of its tufficiency to fupply their other 
prefidencies, had determined to fend no more trealure to any of them 
Until the year 1760; but for every reafon this intelligence was kept 
within the council. 

At this time likewife, 200 Engliffi prifoners were received from 
Pondicherry, in exchange for the fame number , of French releafed 
at Tritchinopoly ; but more than one half of the Englifh were lea- 
men, taken in the frigates ftranded at St. David’s, and other veflels ; 
who were immediately fent away to the fquadron, which was cruiz- 
ing to the fouthward. However, thefe additions to the army enabled 
the Prefidency to extend their attention to objedts they had been 
obliged to neglect, in order to make head in the adjacencies of 
Madrafs : and 90 Europeans, of whom 20 were invalids, and the 
others not the beft men, were fent to Tritchinopoly, proceeding by 
lea to Negapatam, and from thence through the country of 
Tanjore. 

Three companies of Sepoys had been fent to bring away as many 
of the French prifoners as they could guard from Maiulipatam. 

As the lea was adverfe, they marched by land, and were joined on 
the road by 100 horfe of Nazeabulla’s, from Nelore. They arrived at 
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Malullpatam on the ift of June, and on the 15th began their march 
back v.'ith 200 of the prilbners; but on the 3d day were recalled by 
Colonel Forde, in conlequence of intelligence which threatened their 
farther progrefs with danger. 

The Subah Salalxidjing, on his return from Maflilipatam, halted 
within four days of Hyderabad, and commenced a negotiation with 
his brother Nizamally. An interview enfued, which was followed 
by a reconciliation, and concluded by the reftoration of Nizamally 
to the fame extenfive powers in the government of the Decan, 
which had excited the apprehenfions of Mr. Bufly, 'and the mortal 
hatred of both to each other, in the bjeginning of the preced- 
ing year. This revolution in the sfdminiftration deprived Baf- 
iaulet Jung, the other brother, of alibis power ; which had been con- 
liderable as Duan, and little controled by the indolence of Sala- 
badjing. He therefore marched away in leeming difguft with his 
brothers; but with moll againft the ableft; and took with him the 
troops which had formed Conflans’ army of obfervation. They w'ere 
200 Europeans, and the 2000 Sepoys under the command of Zul- 
facar Jung : his own were 1 500 good horfe, and 5000 foot of va- 
rious forts, wdth a train of heavy artillery. They recroffed the 
Kriftna, fummoning acknowledgments, and plundering the coun- 
try; and when Bonjour’s detachment, fet out from Mafulipalam, 
were arrived at Condavire, within 50 miles of the road of his march. 
From hence, Baflaulut Jung, and his principal officers, lent forward 
threatening letters to Nazeabulla at Nelore, and the three greater 
Polygars, as well as all the lefTer ones along the Pennar, ordering 
them to account fot their fhares of the tribute with the arrears, due 
to the throne through the officiality of the Subah of the Decan, 
by whom BafTaulet Jung pretended he was commiffioned to call them 
to account; and, as a more effedlual terror, gave out, that he fhould 
pafs through their countries, in order to join the French at Arcot. 
The flyle of his letters, and ftill more his approach, had deterred 
Nazeabulla, as well as the northern Polygars, from giving any affif- 
tance to the Englifh in recovering the mountain of Tripetti; 
; although all applied to Madrafs for affiftance to defend themfelves. 
This conflernation w^as flrong,. when the renter was repulfed in the 

attack 



Book XL T H E C A R N A T I C. ' 505 

aLtack of the mountain; and, on the news of his ill fuccefs, aoo 1759. 
of the black horfe, with three companies of Sepoys, were fent from 
the army at Conjeveram to Tripallbre, where they' would be in readi- 
nefs either to fuccour the renter, Nazeabullah, the Polygars, or to 
march on to join Bonjour’s detachment, if returning. But this party 
was fcarcely arri\ ed at Tripaflbre, when the prefidency received in- 
telligence from Enfign Wilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Se- 
poys, and horfe, fent from Arcot to Narrain Sauftry, were marching 
round the hills, in order to attack the troops in the town of Tripetti ; 
which if they fhould take, the revenues of the approaching feaft in 
September would be loft, and the recovery of the pagoda, refifted by 
French troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult; whereas, in 
the prefent ftate, Narrain Sauftry in pofleffion of the mountain, and 
the Englifti of the town, neither at leaft could get any thing, except- 
ing by a compromife. The importance of this objeft, and of the 
other concerns in this quarter, determined the prefidency to fend 
Major Calliaud, with 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys. They arrived 
at Tripetti on the 8 th of July; but, as before, the reinforcement of 
Sepoys furniflied few of the right fort to attack the mountain. Cal- 
liaud therefore marched wdth the Europeans, four companies of 
Sepoys, and two guns, againft Carcambaddy, the way over hills and 
vallies, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people fit only for 
ikulking attacks, although of no contemptible caft, being entitled 
to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually from the thickets 
and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they 
forced the firft barrier. At the lecond. Major Calliaud with much 
difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, which flanked the barrier, 
and the firft difcharge, loaded with grape, killed the Polygar and fe- 
veral of his men, after which the detachment met no fai*ther refif- 
tance. They were feven hours gaining their way, and arrived at three 
in the afternoon at the Polygar’s town ; which they found abandon- 
ed, burnt it down, and deftroyed the adjoining plantations. The next 
day they returned to Tripetti, and Calliaud thinking the enemy in 
the mountain would be as much dilcouraged, as the renter’s people 
were elated by this fucceft, lent all the fit mazi of his Sepoys, who, 
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with the renter’s, did not exceed fix hundred, although Narrain 
Sauftry had twice as many, to attack the pagoda again ; which the 
enem)', after fkirmifhing three hours, abandoned, and all ran away 
to take flicker in the hills of Matlaver. Four of the renter’s men 
were killed, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quieted in 
the neighbourhood, and no farther tidings of the French j^iarty from 
Arcot, Calliaud fet out on his return on the i8th with all the 
troops he had brought, excepting ten Euro^ieans, whom he left 
with Wilcox. 

No party of Europeans had marched from Arcot againfl: TripettI, 
and the report arofe from the plundering excurfion of fome Sepoys 
and horfe in the Ikirts of Bomerauze’s country, to fecond a demand 
they were making on him of 60,000 rupees. Neverthelefs the 
advices were fo intirely credited at Madrafs, that Colonel Brerfeton, 
without waiting to advife with the council, ordered Mrjor Monfon 
to move the army from Conjeveram towards Arcot, as nearer to 
fuccour whatfoever the enemy might intend to diftrefs. They 
marched on the 5th; and on the 7th in the morning appeared be- 
fore Covrepauk, with two 18 and two 12-ponnders. This fort is 
fmall, but well-built of ftone, and has a wet ditch, which was in 
good order. Colonel Monlbn fummoned the officer, more according 
to form than his own expeflation of the anfwer he received, which 
was, that, if the garrifon, w-’hites and blacks, were permitted to 
retire to Arcot, the fbldiers with their knaplacks, and the officers 
with their effedls, the gate Ihould be immediately delivered : the ca- 
pitulation was tranfa6led and concluded in lefs than an 'hour. This 
eafy fiiccefs, for the fort was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the 
French garrifon of Arcot would not make all the defence they 
might; and as the fituation was equally near to Tripetti, the army 
advanced, and arrived in the city on the 9th. The garrifon fhewed 
good countenance, and their artillery was fo fuperior, that nothing 
could be done, until the Englifli army were fiipplied with a train 
from Madrafs, before which the greateft part of the French army 
might arrive from their different cantonments to the relief of Arcot; 
and for this reafbn, Major Monlbn, before he received the orders of 

the 
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th? prefidency, marched back to Conjeveram; but left 400 Euro- 1759. 
peans of the Company’s troops in Covrepauk, which fecured the re- 
venues of the country between thefe two ftations. 

Mr. Pococke, waiting for the arrival of the French fquadron, had 
continued with his own to windward of Pondicherry, moftly at 
Negapatam, where they were plentifully fupplied with cattle by 
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tritchinopoly, who caufed them to be 
driven to the lea-coaft, out of the obfervation of the king of Tanjore. 

In the end of June, a Danifli velTel arriving at Tranquebar, reported, 
that 12 fail of French fhips were in the bay of Trincanomaly in 
Ceylon ; on which, the whole fquadron weighed on the 30th, and 
on the 3d of July came off the mouth of that harbour; where 
they neither faw, nor gained any tidings of, the French fhips. Mr. 
Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the n. e. headland of 
the ifland, which all veflels coming to the coaft of Coromandel 
at this feafon endeavour to make, and, in this ftation, met five of the 
expedted fliips from England, with the firft divifion of Coote’s regi- 
ment, with which he returned, and anchored on the 30th at Nega- 
patam ; keeping them in company until the provifions and ftores 
they had brought for the ufe of his fquadron were taken out. The 
prelidency received advices of their arrival on the 5th of Auguft, and 
iiotwithflanding the various wants of men at this time for defence 
and attack on fliore, requefled Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to 
ferve with him in the expedled engagement with the French fqua- 
dron. Several advices had lately been received, that the Dutch eo- 
vernment of Batavia, their capital in the Eaft-lndies, were preparing 
an armament, which was to fail to the bay of Bengal ; and on the 
8th fix fhips arrived at IN egapatara, having left another in the bay 
of Trincanomaly. They had on board 500 European foldiers, and 
1500 difciplined Malays, with abundance of military ftores. Various 
reports and conjedlures were formed of the deflination of this force. 

The Dutch themf elves gave out, that it was chiefly intended to re- 
inforce their garrifons on the coafl ; and their unavow'^ed emiflaries 
reported, that the M'hole were to adl as auxiliaries to the Englifh 
againft the French on the Coafl of Coromandel. Mr. Pococke knew 

how 
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1758. ho’ * much the military force in Bengal had been diminifhecl by the 
expedition to Mafulipatam, and might fuffer by the ufual mortality of 
the climate ; and reafoning from the aiitipathy of the Dutch govern- 
ment to the great fucceffes and power which the Engl ifh had lately ac- 
quired in Bengal, fufpedled that the armament he faw was principally 
intended to reduce their influence in that country : and, with the 
ijjirit of confiderate gallantly, and zeal for the general iuccefs of the 
public fervice, which on all occafions diflinguifhed his command, 
lent all the troops to Madrafs, recommending, that a part of them 
might be immediately foinvarded to Bengal. They were all landed 
by the 25th, and marched in different parties, as foon as refreflred, to 
the main body at Conjeveram, where Colonel B rereton, having reco- 
vered from his illnefs, again took the command. 

A few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripetti, the 
Polygar of Carcambaddy wdth his own, and a number of the Mat- 
laver’s people, began to repair the town ; on which Enfign Wilcox 
marched with the 25 Europeans, 300 of the Sepoys, and an iron 
three-pounder. They were galled the whole way, and obliged to 
force the three barriers in the path; and when they came to the 
open fpot of the town, where they expe 61 :ed no refillanee, met the 
moft, by a continual fire from the thickets round. Wilcox never- 
thelefs perlifted, and, being aimed at, received at once three mulket- 
balls, and was mortally wounded. On which the troops put him 
into a dooley and retreated, likewife bringing off the gun. The 
enemy did not follow them earneflly ; fo that the lofs was only three 
Europeans killed, and 14 Sepoys wounded. 

The French party of Sepoys and black horfe from Arcot, had been 
beaten back by Bomerauze’s people, and lay at Lallapet, near the 
mountains, 10 miles N. w. of Arcot, waiting an opportunity of renew- 
ing’ their incurfion; but were beaten up there on the 36th, by 
three companies of Sepoys, and the troops of the renter of Covrepauk, 
fent by Captain Wood, who commanded in the fort. The enemy 
fled at the firfl: fire, leaving 70 mulkets, and 1 7 horfes, and the Se- 
poys remained to guard the neareft pafs leading from Lallapet into 
Bomerauze’s country.. 


Baifaule^ 
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BalTaulet Juug, with his army, had, in this while, continued his. 1759. 
march from Condavir to the Ibuth, and, having pafTed Ongole, at- 
tacked the fort of Pollore, about 30 miles to the north of Nclore 
and the river Penuar, which, although out of the country of Damer- 
la-Veakytapali-naiguc, was of his dependance. This fuccefs en- 
creafed the fl ight of aii the three polygars, and of Nazeabulla in 
Nelore; and all renewed their applications to Madrals for immediate 
affiftance, and tlie Tripetty renter was fully perluaded, that Baflliulet 
Jung iiitciidcd to get poniliion of the pagoda, before the great fealf, 
which begins in the mitkilc of Septeniber, and generally produces 
2o,oooL ; and it was known that Bafiaulet Jung w^as in ftricl cor- 
reljiondence wdth Pondicherry. 

To thcle alarms on the north of the }>rovince, were added other's 
in the fouth. The detachment withFiirael w'hich had taken Thia- 
gar had advanced as far as Volcondah, where, after many threats and 
meffages, the)' had frightened the Keliidar out of 60,000 rupees ; 
and, during the negociatioir, their horfe plundered as far as the 
ftreights of Utatoor. .It was then reported, thatFumel intended to 
advance v/ith the whole, and take pofleffion of theifland of Sei'ing- 
ham, which tvould give them all the country between Thiagar and 
Tritchiiiopoly. This detachment could not be oppofed in time from 
Madrals ; becaufe the interjacent country was under the enemy’s 
garrilbns ; and whatfoever troops might be feat from hence, pro- 
ceeding half M-ay by fea againft the monfoon, and then through 
the country of Tanjore, Avould not enter into aftion in lels than 
fix weeks, and then, if luccefsful, would be out of the reach of 
recall. Tritchiiiopoly was the neareft ftation to make head againft 
them ; but the whole garrifon would not, in the field, have been 
equal to the force with Fumel. 

Fortunately, in this concurrence of perplexities, the diftrefles and 
dilcontent of the French army had continued as urgent as ever, even 
after the expence of the campaign was dimlniflied by their retreat 
into quarters. In the beginning of Auguft, the whole of Tally’s re- Auguft. 
giment, exceiiting the ferjeants and corporals, and 50 of the fol- 
diers, mutinied, and marched out of tlie fort of Chittapet, declar- 
ing, that they would not return to their colours, until they had 
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1759. received their pay, of which many months. was in arrears. Their 
officers, by forniffiing their own mone}-, and engaging their honour 
for more, brought them back, exceptiiig 30, who difpcrfcd about the 
country: but this defedtion, which the cauie exempted from rigo- 
rous punifliment, /hook tlie difcipline of the whole army. 

From this ^ icw of circumf-aaces, the Prendency of Madra/s re- 
folved to Ica'i e fomcthing to chance in tl:e extremities, rather than 
diminilh the fuperioritv, which their force had lately acquired in the 
center of the province, by the reinforcements arrived from Eng- 
land, and the enemy’s detachment to the fouthward ; and determined 
to employ this advantage immediately againll \'^andiwa/h, the moil 
important of the enemy’s /Nations between Madrafs and Pondicherry'. 
Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-pounders, and all the 
/lores necefl'ary for the attack, were feirt to Chinglapet ; but whil/l 
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeveram, 
arrived the Revenge, on the night of the loth of September, M'ith 
important intelligence from the fquadron. 

The Dutch at Negapatam, pretending that their armament from 
Batavia required the fervice of all their ma/Toolah boats, would /pare 
none to water the Eiigli/h /hips; to procure tvhich, Mr. Pococke 
failed on the 20th with the fquadron forTrinconamalee, where com- 
mon boats can ply to the fliore. They' anchored there on the 30th, 
but at the mouth of the harbour; and the Revenge was fent for- 
ward to cruize off the Friar’s flood. On the 2d of September, at 
ten in the morning, fome /hips were difeovered to the s. e. Soon 
after came down the Revenge, chafed and fired upon by one of the 
ilrangers, which denoted them to be the long-expecled enemy. The 
Engli/h fquadron weighed immediately, and could not get within 
cannon-lhot of them by fun-fet ; but perceived that the number and 
■ftrength of the /hips greatly exceeded the foixc they had met the 
' ye^ before. 

Mr. D’Ache having left the coaft, as we have feen, on the 3d of 
September, arrived, after thirty days /ail, at the I/le of France, 
‘and found in the port a reinforcement of three men of. war, under 
the command of Mr. ITEguille, an officer of experience and reputa- 
4 tion. 
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tion. Several of the company’s vefTels, but none of force, for enough 1 759. 
had been lent before, were likewil'e arri\ e.d from France. The crews 
of all thefe Ihips amounted to 5500 men, and ail the provihoiis 
which could I.'e collcfled in the ifles, or even drawn from hJada- 
gafear, 'with the fupplies feut from ILurope, were inlufBcicnt to feed 
this multitude, added to the numbers already in the colony, which 
they nearly equalled. Several councils were held on this diflrefs, 
and it was at length determined to fend one of the men of v/ar, 

■with eight of the Company’s fliips, which vi ould take off bet'ween 
3 and 4000 men, to the Cape of Good Hope, where they were to . 
purchafe pro’/ifions fufficient for the fquadron in the enffiing voyage, ' 
and, in the mean time, the crew's -would be fupported without 
breaking in upon the general ffock. Thcle fliips arrived oft the Cape 
in the beginning of January; and two of them had the luck to fall 
in with and take the Grantham, an Englilh Eaft-India fliip, dif- 
jiatched from Madrafs in Sejitember. They jiurchafed, but at a vaft 
cxpence, a great quantity of meat, grain, and wine, and returned to 
the Ifle of France in April and May; after which, the ffrength of 
four of the Company’s fighting fhips, which had not hitherto, 
mounted the number of guns they were built for, were armed to 
the full fcale of their conftrudlion. Thefe alterations, and other 
equipments, retarded the departure of the fquadron until the 17th 
of July. They went firfl: to the ifle of Bourbon, and then to Foul- 
point, in the ifland of Madagafcar, to take in fbme rice, and other 
provifiops, which had been procured there ; and on the 30th of Au- 
guft arrived off Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 60 miles to the fbuth 
of Trinconomaly; where they received intelligence of the Englifh 
fquadron, and two days after came in fight of them off Point Pedras. 

The land and fea-winds differing in the fame hours at different dif- 
tances from the fhore, the currents likewife various, fquauls, a fog, 
and contrary courfes whilft fecking each other when out of fight, 
kept them afunder, or out of immediate reach, until the loth of 
September, when they again fell in with one another off Fort St. 

David. The French, being fartheft out at fea, lay-to in a line of 
battle a-heacl, their heads to the Eaft. The Englilh having the 
wind came down a-breaff, and at two in the afternoon were within 
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gun-fliot, when each Ihip edged to get into their ftations alongfide of 
their allotted antasronifts. 

O 

The Englifli Iquadron confifted of nine ildps of the line, attended 
by a frigate, the Queenfborough, two of the Company’s fliips, 
and the Protestor converted to a fire-fliip. The French were 1 1 fail 
of the line, of which four were of the iiav v of France, and they had 
three frigates under their Ice. DitTercnce of failing, and difappoint- 
ment in V'orking, prevented the Englifli from forming their line 
with as much regularity as the enemy, who W'ere v'aiting for them, 
drawn up in order of battle. 

The French line was led by the Aftif of 64, one of the King’s 
fliips. She was followed by the Minotaur, another of the King’s, 
of 74, in which Mr. D’Aguille wore the flag of Rear-Admiral, and 
by much the ftoutefl; fliip in the Iquadron, having in her lower tier 
thirty-two-pounders, which in the French weight is equal to 40 
Englifli; then flood three of the Company’s fliips, the Due d’Orleans 
of 54, the Saint Louis of 56, and the Vengeur of 64, Thefe five 
formed the van. M. D’Ache, in the Zodiaque, hoifted his flag in 
the center, fupported by the Comte de Provence of 74: the four 
others of the rear-divifion w^ere the Due de Bourgogne of 54, the 
llluflre of 64, the Fortunee of the fame rate as the Illuftre, and 
the Centaur of 68 ; of which only the Illuftre was a King’s Ihip. The 
Elizabeth of 64 led the Englifli line, followed by the Newcaftle of 
50, the Tyger of 60, and the Grafton of 68, in which was Rear-Ad- 
miral Stevens: thefe four were the van. Mr. Pococke, in the 
Yarmouth of 66, was in the center, followed by the Cumberland 
now mounting only 58, the Salifbury of 50, the Sunderland of 60, 
and the Weymouth of 60 clofed the rear. The total battery of the 
French fquadron exceeded the Englifli by 1 74 guns, and confequently 
by 87 in action. 

The Grafton was the firft fliip up, and whilft prefenting her broad- 
fide fell a-breaft of the Zodiaque, v/hom Mr. Pococke, as in the 
two engagements of the laft year, intended to referve for himfelf. 
M. D’Ache immediately threw out the fignal of battle, and' began 
to fire on the Grafton, the firft (hot at 15 minutes ’after two; but 
Mr. Stevens waited for the fignal of his admiral, which did not 
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appear until five minutes after, when the Yarmouth was very near 
and ranged againft the Comte dc Provence. The firing then be- 
came general through both lines; but the Sunderland, the laft but 
one of the Englifla line, failing very ill, kept back the Weymouth 
behind her. By this mifchance the Salifbury, which was much the 
Weakeft Ihip, being only of 50 guns, and they only eighteen and 
nine-pounders, ranged, unfupported, againft the Illuftre, and 
fijftained likewife the fire of the Fortunee behind, which the Sun- 
derland ftiould have taken up, at leaft in this ftate of the aftion: 
the confequence was equal to the difparity, and in 1 5 minutes the 
fall of the Salilbury’s maintopgallant, and then her foretaii, obliged 
her to quit the line: but by this time, the Sunderland ftiooting 
a-head, engaged the Illuftre. The three fhips of the Englifti van, 
a-head of the Grafton, had luckily fallen foon, and in good order, 
into their ftations, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour, the Aclif, 
which was oppofcd to the Elizabeth, took fire, which brought the 
crew from the batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage of their 
confufion plyed her excefllvely, and foon drove her out of the line 
to extinguifti the fire: the Elizabeth ftill edging down upon- 
her, was ftopped by the Minotaur ftarting forward ; which obliged 
her to haul her wind again, and this .operation fliot her beyond the 
line of aflion. The Newcaftle then took up the Minotaur, although 
a 60 to a 74; and the Tiger, of which the Captain had been 
blamed in a former engagement, fupported the Newcaftle, bv 
taking on herfelf the fire of the two next fliips. The fight between 
thefe five continued with the utmoft violence for 70 minutes ; when 
neither the Nev/caftle nor Tiger had a fail under command ; on 
which Mr. Stevens, who had left the Zodiaque to Mr. Pococke, and 
had beaten the Vengeur out of the line, came between, and feeing 
the two Ihips of the French line , next beyond the Vengeur much 
crippled, fet forward to engage the Minotaur; and her broad-fide, 
as Ihe was paffing on, drove the St. Louis out of the line. In the 
rear, the Sunderland, which had taken up. the Illuftre, was likewhe 
attacked by her follower, the Fortune^ and in ten minutes, 
before' Ibe had fired three rounds, her r|lRntop.-fail fell, and her 
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1759. head-braces being likewife {hot away, her foretop-fail {wuiig a-back, 
which made her fall a-ftcrn of both her aiitagonifts. At ten mi- 
nutes puft three the Count dc Province, which had flood the Yar- 
mouth, and was afterwards taken up by the Cumberland, likewife 
left the line to refit her rigging, as did the Duke de Bourgogne, 
which had divided her fire between the Cumberland and the Sa- 
lifbury, and received theirs, divided likewife in return. The Wey- 
mouth, by what accident we don’t find, was kept a-flern in the 
rear; but at three o’clock, the Salifbury came again into the engage- 
ment; and, on the French fide, the Illuflre, feeing the two {hips 
before her gone, clofed up to the Zodiaque. At four, the only 
{hips engaged were the Minotaur and Due d’Orleans againft the 
Grafton, the Zodiaque againll the Yarmouth, the Illuflre againft 
the Cumberland, and the Fortunee and Centaur againft the Sa- 
lifbury and Smiderland. The pilot of the Zodiaque feeing, as he 
thought, the Fortunee and Centaur going off likewife, put the 
helm a-lee, without order, and, as Mr. D’Ache was running to 
correct him, a grape fliot carried off the flefh of his thigh, to the 
'bone ; he fell fenfelefs, amongft four or five who were killed or ftruck 
down with him. The captain of the Zodiaque had been killed 
an hour before ; and the officer who took the command, after Mr. 
D’Ache fell, wore the {hip to rejoin the comrades which had al- 
ready left the line. The Centarxr, Illuflre, and Minotaur, think- 
ing fuch was the will of their admiral, wore likewife, and fet fail 
to accompany him. The Englifh {hips ftill in a6lion endeavoured to 
follow them, but were foon left out of gun-fliot, and all firing 
'Ceafed at ten minutes after four. 

, In this engagement the rear divifion fuffered much lefs than 
the van. On board the Weymouth, which clofed the rear, not 
a man was either killed or wounded, and in the Sunderland 
a-head of her, the whole lofs was only two men killed; never- 
thelefs the Centaur, the laft of the enemy’s rear, fuffered as 
much in her mails and rigging from their fire, as any of the 
other {hips of the French line, who were clofer engaged, and 
her Captain, Survifte t^ elder, was killed. . The .Salifbury had 1 6 

killed. 
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killed, and 40 wounded; the Cumberland 8, and 30; the Yar- 1759. 
mouth 10, and 27; the Grafton 13, and 37; the Tiger, which 
fuffered the moft of any, 37, and 140; the Newcallle 26, and 
65. The Elizabeth four, and twent}. In all 114 killed and 
369 wounded. In the NeAvcaftle, the captain, Michic, an officer 
of dillingu idled gallantry, was killed; as were Mr. Jackfon, the 
firft lieutenant of the Tiger, captain More, who commanded the 
marines in the Elizabeth, and the mafter of the Yarmouth. Brere- 
ton, captain of the Tiger, Somerfet of the Cumberland, the fe- 
cond lieutenant of the Grafton, and the fourth of the Salilbury^ 
were wounded. None of the Englifli fhips, after the engagement, 
could fet half their fail; and the Newcaftle and Tiger were taken 
into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymouth. The lofs of the 
French crews vi'^as fuppofed to be equal; but when they went away 
together at llin-fet, all, excepting the Centaur, carried their top-fails. 

The unccitainty of the number of troops which the French 
fquadron might have brought for Pondicherry, determined the pre- 
Iklency of Madrafs to fufpend for a while the attack they had rc- 
folved to make on Vandiwafli ; but to fend a part of their troops to 
TripalTorc to fupport that part of the countty againfl: Baflaulut Jung. 

But no arguments could prevail on Major Brereton to defift from 
the enterprize, from which he expefted to acquire diftinguiflied 
honour; and the prefidency, unwilling to check his- ardour, re- 
frained fiom giving him politive orders to defift. 

Heavy rains had rendered the roads and rivers impaflable until 
the 26th, Mmen the whole army marched from Conjeveram; it had 
been reinforced with 40 men from Chinglapet, under the command ' 

of Prefton, and with 100, of 1 58 relealed prifoners, which had arrived 
at this garrifon on the nth from Pondicheriy. The whole force was 
1500 Europeans, 80 Coffres, and 2500 Sepojs, infantry; 100 Eu- 
ropean, and- 700 black cavalr) ; 10 field-pieces, and two eighteen- 
pounders: and two more eighteen-pounders were to join from Ching- 
lapet. 

On the a 7th in the morning, the horfe before the line, when 
within three miles of Trivatore, fell in with 50 of the French huf- 

farSj, 
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1759. lars, who flood them, but, overpowered by numbers, were, routed, ’ 
S^temb^. eight, with an officer, taken priibners : in the afternoon, the 

garrlfou of Trivatore, which conlifled only of a captain and 22 
men of the Lorrain regiment, furrendered on the lirft fummons. 
The main body of the enemy had advanced from Vandiwafh in 
the morning, and were halting at the village of Parfee, fix miles 
on the road, of wdiich Colonel Brereton receiving information, 
marched on without flopping at Trivatore, and encamped near 
them; and at midnight, the enemy moved off, and returned to 
Vandiwafh; w'here, as before they took up their quarters in the 
pettahs, and under the v/alls of the fort, into ^vhich the governor 
Tuckeafaheb, notwithftanding the flridlnefs of his alliance, w'as very 
averfe to admit any of the French troops, excepting fome of their 
gunners ; and they to prevent worfe confequences, w'ould not com- 
pel him. The- iinglifh army continuing their march the next day, 
encamped in the evening under the ledge of rocks, which extend 
about three miles to the n. w. of the fort. The day after, which 
was the 29th, parties were employed in reconnoitring; but neither 
their obfervations, nor the enquiries of fj[)ies, dilcoveretl the real ftate 
of the enemy’s force. 

On the march of Major Monfon to Arcot in the beginning of 
Auguft, the French drew the greateft part of their Europeans from 
the garrilbns of Chittapet, Carangoly, and Outramalore, to their 
main body at Vandiwafh, from whence the whole had advanced as 
far as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack of Arcot 
impradlicable, returned to Conjeveram : on his retreat, they 
detached 100 Europeans to reinforce Arcot, and fent back the 
troops which they had drawn from the three other garrilbns; which 
reduced the European infantry that returned to Vandiwafh to 600; 
but the whole of the European cavalry, who where 300, went with 
them. The lame alarm for Arcot had led Mr. Lally to' recall the 
detachment to the Ibuthward with Vifeount Fumel, who were 
then before Volcondah; but Fumel, not having levied the con- 
tribution he expe6led, delayed to obey the orders, and, on Mon- 
ibn’s retreat, was permitted to perfift, and had time to finilh. 

During 
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During the delay between the firft refolntion, and the prefent mo-, 
tion of the Englifh army to attack Vaiitliwafli, the government of 
Pondicherry obtained fome uncertain intelligence of the intention, 
and again reinforced the main body there with 400 men from the 
adjacent garrifons. They like\^’iie again recalled Fumel, and more 
than half his detachment were arrived at Pondicherry, from whence 
they were at this time ad\ ancing towards Vandiwafli, and, as it 
was reported, under the command of Mr. Bully. Major Brereton 
received intelligence of the approach of this jiarty, but no informa- 
tion that the troops from the otlier garrifons were arrived atVandi- 
wafh ; and thus computing the whole number aflembled there, in- 
cluding the cavalry, inftead of 1 300, to be only 900 Europeans, to 
which his own force was nearly double, thought no timeftiould be loft 
before the arrival of the detachment they cxpciSled from Pondicherry, 
and determined to attack them in their quarters on the night of the 
29th, which was the next after that ofhis arrival before Vandiwafli. 

There were three pettahs under the fort, lying to the w,, the s., 
and the e. ; the w. at 150, the s. at 220, and the E. at the diftance 
of ] 70 yards. The fouth pettah contained the houfes of the more 
opulent inhabitants, and was Incloled on the e. s. and w. by a mud 
rampart, which on the s. tide had circular projeftions to ferve as 
baftions ; but the north f de next the elplanade was left open, that 
the guns of the fort might preferve their command on the ftreets 
and houles. The jiettah to the eaft commenced oppofite to the n. e,. 
angle, and extending 650 yards, covered the eaft fide^f the fort, of 
the elplanade, and of the pettah to the fouth. The weftern pettah 
extended only along the breadth of the elplanade to the fouth; it 
had for fome time been abandoned, and was in ruins, and moft of 
the natives, on the approach of the Englilh army, had quitted their 
habitations in the other two. The French cavalry lay in the eaftern. 
pettah. Their infantry were under Iheds and tents in the covered 
w'ay and ’ on the ef[)lanade to the fouth, and they kept guards on 
the ramparts of the fouth pettah; but hone as they ought, in the 
ruined pettah to the w^ft. - . ■ ' . ■ 

. VofE. 11. . " , ■ 3 U “ : • Athoufond 
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A thoafimcl Europeans, Inclvcling a company of So Ceffree?, ana 
fix hundred Sepoys, were allotted to ferve in the attack: they were 
divided into three dhifions; the fiilt led by Major Monfon, \v'as to 
allault the fouth face of the fijuth pettah, and having entered, were 
to advance through the idrcets to the cfplanade, where the main 
body of the French troops were hing; who at the fame time were 
to be attacked on the right by the fecond divilion, advancing out of 
the pettah to the well : this divifion was commanded by Major 
Robert Gordon. Tiie third Major Brereton commanded himfelf, as 
the referve for occafions, and they took poll: under a ridge which runs 
pai'allel to the w eft face of the fouth pettah, but farther back on the 
plain than the pettah allotted to Gordon’s dhifion. The European 
and black horfe were to halt a mile in the rear of Brereton’s. The 
reft of the troops were left to guaid the camp, Monfon’s divifion 
confifted of 360 Europeans, of whom 200 were grenadiers, all that 
were in the army, and they had one company of Sepoys as atten- 
dants ; Gordon’s were 200 Europeans, and 80 Coffrees ; Brereton’s 
360 Europeans and 500 Sepoys. Each of the three divifions had 
two excellent brafs fix-pounders. 

The pettah to the South has three principal ftreets, which in- 
terfecl it intirely from north to fouth, and fcveral others in the 
fame diredion, of fliorter extent; nor are any of the crofs ftreets 
from eaft to weft regularly' pervious from one v. all to the other, 
and fome of them are only ftiort communications between the 
ftreets in the other diredion : fo that many dodging advantages 
•might be taken by knowledge of their different bearings and inter- 
fedlions. At two in the morning, the head of Monfon’s divifion 
approached towards the gateway on the fouth face of the pettah, and 
were challenged and declared by two or three Sepoys advanced on 
the plain to look out ; on which the guards on the ramparts began 
to fire. The gateway was in a return of the rampart from the left, 
and the road to it lay under the reft of the rampart to the right, fo 
that the two field-pieces which were advancing at the head of the 
line could not batter the gate at lefs than 150 yards, without 
being immediately under the fire of this part of the rampart, which 

with 
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with the uncertainty and delay oF their efFcdd in the dark, deter- 1759. 
mined Colonel Monfon to try the wall at once. Jt had neither ditch September 
nor palifade before it, and the iirft grenadiers lighted upon a part, 
which, for want of repair, permitted them to Icramble up, and 
being followed by more, thej' drove the enemy before them, opened 
the gate, and let in the main body of the divifion. The gate entered 
upon the principal ftreet of the three which leads thi ough the pettah 
, to the efplanade :• and the other two are about 50 j ards on each 
hand. The troops, as they came in, firft ranged along the ground 
between the wall and the habitations, which was broad ; and then 
formed into three column::, one in each of the ftrects ; but the two 
field-pieces moved at the head of the center column. All tlie thz'ee 
advanced very deliberately, keeping as nearly as pofiible on the lame 
parallel, the t^vo outer columns lending fmall parties into the crofs 
flreets on their outward flanks to diflodge the enemy from whatlb- 
ever polls their fire came, which, although not llrong from any, w'as 
frequent and from leveral ; but the greatefl: annoyance was from 
two field-pieces at the edge of the efplanade, firing down the center 
llreet. However, they were at length filenced by the two field- 
pieces, with the center column. Firing had been heard on the 
ground allotted to Gordon’s divifion, but foon ceal'ed. In an hour and 
a half the three columns arrived at the openings on the elplanade, 
where to their lurjjrize they met no farther relillance ; and difap- 
pointed of the aflillance they expedled from Gordon’s divifion, it 
was re-lbh^ed to wait for day-light, and in the mean time to throw 
np a barricade at the head of the center llreet, which for want of 
proper tools was very infufficiently performed. Their lols hitherto 
was not ten killed and wounded. 

A Iky rocket was the fignal for Gordon’s divifion to advaned from 
the wellern pettah, and it was fired as foon as Monfon’s had entered 
the fouthern. The troops of Gordon’s had, for fear of difeovery, 
kept on the fide of the jzettah farthefl: from the elplanade, bu^ Pref- . 
ton and two or three more officers had examined the ftreets, which 
Vi?ere very narrow, and- beyond on the elplanade, where they found 

j U 3 the 
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tbe ground rugged, and interrupted ^^’ith Houghs and ihanding water. 
But Gordon not ha\ ing acquired any didindt ideas from their report, 
boi'-eled, and was confufed in the orders he gave. .At length it was 
underftood, that the troops, as fooii as the}' had j)aired through the 
pettah, v/ere to form on the efplanade in divifions, which would be 
1 5 in front. The feledl picquet of 40 picked men, commanded by 
Lieutenant Dela Doueipe, who were to lead the attack, were fooii- 
through, and formed, and advancing. Gordon himlelf was to- 
march at the head of the main body, hut he was not to be found 
when it was ranging on the eljHanade ; and Prefton, hiis fecond, not 
knowing the motives of his abfence, would not v'enture to take his 
poft ; and thus the whole were flopped, waiting his return. The 
picquet marched with recovered arms, and w'ithout dropping a fliot,, 
until they came to the angle of the fouthern pettah, where the ram- 
part had a flioulder, on which were mounted tw'o pieces of cannon, 
w'hich by the diredlion of the ftreets could not be turned to any fer- 
vice in the fight behind them.; and it Ihould feem tha*t the enemy 
had difeovered the lituation and intention of Gordon^s attack, for a 
confiderable body of infantry were waiting at the angle, fome on the. 
rampart, and others at the edge of the houfes below' ; W'ho, as loon 
as the picquet were within a few yards, luddenly threw' a number 
of blue lights, which difeovered them intirely, and were inflantly 
follow'ed by a ftrong ruiming fire of mulketry, and the difeharge of 
the two pieces of cannon; but the W'hole of the execution was from 
the mulketiy, for as the picquet was almoft under the rampart, 
the cannon could not point low enough, and fired over their heads. 
Douefpe returned the fire with difparity of fituation, and greater of 
numbers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not. wdthout 
hopes of being immediately joined by the main body of the divifion, 
efpecially as the two pieces which accompanied it, began to anfwer 
the two guns on the rampart. But his expe6lations of farther fup- 
port were vain. The Ihot of the two guns from the rampart fell near 
the main body w’hilfl forming, and forhe mulketry fired upon them 
from the covered way of. the fort, on which the. 80 Coffrees all ran. 

back 
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back into the pettah, and through it, quite au'ay, and tlie Euro- 1759* 
peans not led on, and ’ having nothing efFeftuai to fire upon, foou Sepiem^. 
broke and went off likewii'e, leaving the picqnet, and the field- 
pieces Hill engaged. But Preffon, for Gordon ^vas hot yet to be founr), 
knowing the determination of the picquet to perfex ei'e, ran fingiy to 
them, and bi'ought them back to the pettah, where they joined the 
officers deferted by all the reft of the troops: but the artillery- 
men, animated by the well-known relblution of their commandant 
Captain Robert Barker, ftill ftood by him and their guns. The fugi- 
tives not equally frightened, made their way to the referved divifion 
with Brereton, who. on tlie firft notice, rair unaccompanied to the 
pettah from whence they were coming,, and in the ftrong impulfe. 
of indignation, ran the firft man he met through the body:: 
unfortunately he was one of the braveft in tire army ; fo that 
this example carried, little influence, and left none to exhorta^ 
tion, and very few obeyed his cull; with whom he wxnt. as far as 
the two guns, which Barker was ftill firing, and by this counte- 
nance had deterred the enemy from making a pufh, which, would 
eafily have taken them ;. but Brereton, fenfible of the rilk to which 
they were. expofed, oidered him: to draw, them off into the pettah, 
ftom whence they joined the referve at the ridge.. Thus all were 
gone before the firing ceafed in the fouthern pettah, where Gordon 
with four or five of the fugitives foon after appeared, coming in 
at the gate to the fouth, where Monfbn’s divifion hud entex'ed. 

The day broke, and the enemy’s fire recommenced and increafed: 
with the light. The gunners, whom, the Keliidar had admitted.^ 
into the fort, plied the cannon on the tov,'ers oppofite to the 
three ftreets, to the head of which. Monfon’s divifion had ad- 
vanced and with the field-pieces on the elplanade, their fire, was 
from 14 guns all within point blank,. from the fort at. 300,, from’ 
the field-pieces at 100 yards. The return was ftom. the two 
field-pieces at the head of the center ftreet, and from platoons of 
mufketry in the other two. The difparity was fevere, and could> 
not be long maintained. The officers ordered thc-meti not employ- 
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1 759. ed, to take fhelter under the flieds projefting before the walls of the 

S^ember. ^oufes in the enfiladed ftrects ; the fheds, as in the other towns of 
Coromandel, were Iq^arated from each other by partitions of brick or 
mud; fome withdrew into the crofs flreets immediately behind. 
-Neverthelefs, all who appeared were fo exceflively galled, that it v/as 
neceflary to retreat; but from tlie continual hope of fnpport from 
■the two divifions without, hlajor Monfon wiflied not to quit the 
conteft until the laft extremity. In the middle of the pettah is 
a continuation of flreets leading quite acrofs it, although not in a 
ftraight line, from the eaft to the weft fide, were the laft ends upon 
the area of a ],)agotia, in which a party had been pofted, and the wound- 
ed were ftreltered and ferved. The colums were ordered to retire into th is 
•line of the crofs ftreets, where- all, according to the breadth of the main 
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, until loaded 
ready to fire again. This movement ftaggered the enemy, for they 
doiild do no more, if they continued on the efplanade at the other 
extremity of the ftreets; and if they advanced along them, would be 
•expofed in deep columns. Neverthelefs, confident in their numbers, 
and prefling to decide before the Englifli troops fhould be reinforced 
’from without, they began and maintained this fight v/ith great 
f^jirit and a6livity, until they were convinced it could not fucceed; on 
-which 'they font off their rears, which brought two of their field- 
.pieces from the efplanade, and with them marched along a ftreet ad- 
joining to the weftern wall of the pettah, which led them to the pagoda 
Ijbwards this end of the crofs ftreets; which the guard immediately 
•-abandoned, leaving fome of the woirnded in the pagoda ; having fc- 
qured this ftation, the party advanced the field-pieces along the line 
of the crofs ftreets, firing and taking in flank the whole of Monfon’s 
divifion, againft which the attack in front likewife continued, and with 
*cnGreafing vivacity ; and in a very little while the remaining field-piece 
ctf the divifion was difabled; on which the men began to lofe courage, 
and: Monfon confulting his fecond, Major Calliaud, diey rcfolved to 
ijetreat and take poft againft: the fouthern wait of the pettah. The 
•grenadiers, of one of. the Company’s battalions, were to halt near the 

gatev/ay, 
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gateway, but feeing It open, marched out into tlie plain, quickening 
their pace at every ftep. Major Calliaud, who was near, inftead of 
calling after them, followed, and ruraiing beyond, flopped faddenly 
before them, and cried, “ Halt.” The inltinfl of difeipline pre- 
vailed. They obeyed, and forming as he ordered, faced, and, luckily 
for themfelves, followed him into the pettah. Major Monfon met 
him at the gate, and, in the midfl of much vexation, thanked him 
with much cordiality; but faid, that the whole body, flill clofely 
preffed by the enemy, were faultering too fall to be trufled any 
longer; and that it was better to lead them off in order, than rifk 
their going off in confufion of their own accord. ^I'he exhortations 
of their commanders encouraged them to keep their ranks ; the Se- 
poys marched in front, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif- 
teen prifoners. The enemy, by unaccountable OA crfight, did not 
follow them into the plain; but were contented with firing from the 
wall; about half a mile from which, the line halted in a grove, and. 
in a little while perceived Major Brereton’s and Gordon’s divifions, 
with the European and black horfe, the Sepoys, and two field- 
pieces, advancing^ round to join them; at the fame time, they faw 
the whole body of the enemy’s European cavalry, 300 riders, ap- 
proaching from the eaflern pettah, where they had remained in ex- 
pedation of an opportunity of cutting off their retreat, which, from 
want of alertnefs, they loft, and could not venture to attack after. 
Brereton appeared. The w^hole returned to the bank,, where Brere- 
ton’s divifion had taken poft, and in the afternoon from thence to 
the camp, without moleftation or alarm. The lofs, on the imme- 
diate review, appeared to be x2 officers, and 195 rank and file, 
killed, wounded, and taken prifoners. The Lieutenants Minns and 
Latour were the only officers ; but, it was fuppofed, that 70 rank 
and file were killed; and that of this number, 50 fell in the pettah. 
The eagernefsof perfoffeing fome diftinguifliedfervice before Colonel 
Goote Ihould arrive, and fuperfede him in the command of the army, 
urged Colonel Brereton to make this attack, which was much, 
more hardy thaii judicious, even. i£. the enendy had. not been re>r ■ 

inforced.. 
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inforcecl. However, the great gallantry and the inferior numbers 
•of the body which fuftained the grcated: part of the lols, rather 
•encreafed than diminifhed the confidenccof the army, n'he enemy 
fuifered as much, having 200 killed and wounded. Mainville, who 
commanded againft Lawrencent Tritchinopoly, juft before the truce 
. in 1 754, and two Captains, were killed. 

The two Iquadrons anchored on the i ith, the day after they had en- 
gaged each other; the Englifti in the road of Negapatam, the French 
4 leagues farther to the -fouth, who being much lefs difabled, were 
•ready to fail again on the 13th; and twoda}S after, anchored in the road 
of Pondicherry. The fhips immediately landed whatfoever llipplies 
‘they had brought for the feiwice of the colony; the treafure amounted 
only to 16000 pounds in dellats, and the diamonds taken in the 
•Grantham, were worth 17000 pounds. The troops were only 180 
•men. Mr. D’Ache would not go aftiore, and fignifed his inten- 
‘tionmf failing immediately for the iflands. The feafon, although 
•advanced, was not yet dangerous, nor were his fliips more hurt than 
the Englifh; but this refolution rofe from intelligence of the four 
men of \var, which were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornifh to join 
;]Mr. Pocoeke, and who might arrive every day. Accordingly, early 
in the xnorning of the 19 th, Mr, D’Acbe made the lignal for weigh- 
ing, and all the -fhips loofed their top- fails. 

The fupplies they ‘had brought were lb much lefs than the wants 
and hopes of the colony, that dira]>pointment appeared in every 
^acej but the fight of the fliips getting under -fail, in 24 hours after 
their arrival, fpread univerlal confternation, and excited the utmoft 
•indignation. All the military officers, the principal inhabitants, and 
«ven the clergy, aflembled at the governor’s, and immediately 
formed . themfelves into a national council; which unanimoufly de- 
creed, that the precipitate departure of the fquadron muft produce 
:the moft. detrimental confcquences to the interefts of the ftate, as 
holding out to all the powers of the country an opprobrious ac- 
knowledgement that -they had been entirely defeated in the laft en- 
gagement, and could -not ftand another; and that they Utterly de- 

Ijiaired 
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fjjaired of every thing on fhore. In confequcnce of this deliberation, 
a proteft was immediately drawn, declaring Mr. D’Ache refponfible 
for the lofs of the colony, fuch. were the words, and rcfolving to 
complain to the king and miniftry, and demand public jufticc of 
his conduft. The fhip Due d*OrIeans was by fbme accident de- 
tained in the road, after the others were under fail, and the com- 
mander was charged to deliver the proteft to Mr. D’Ache, and a 
copy to every commander in the fquadron, which were twelve 
leagues out at fea when the Due d’Orleans joined them. Mr. 
D’Ache immediately held a general council of his captains, and 
on the 2 2d anchored again in the road of Pondicherry ; and came 
afliore to confult with Mr. Lally and the government. On the 25th, 
in the morning, the Englilh fquadron, coming from Negapatam, 
appeared ftanding in the line of battle into the road, but driving by the 
current to the northward. All the French fliips weighed, but 
hawled the wind clofe, which being at w. s. w. kept them at their 
firft diftance from the Englifti, which they had it in their power to 
bear down upon, and engage. Mr. Pococke, unable to get up to 
them, kept his line of battle until the evening, when he continued 
his courle, and anchored on the 27th at Madrafs. Mr. D’Ache ftill 
infilled on returning as foon as poflible to the iflands ; and the go- 
vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly compromifed for his depar- 
ture, on condition that he Ihould leave all the CofFrees ferving in the 
fquadron, which were 400, and 500 Europeans, either lailors or 
marines; who were accordingly landed, and he failed away on the 
30th of September. Mr. Lally, with his ufual IJjleen, called the Eu- 
ropeans the feum of the fea ; and, indeed, moft of them for a while 
could be fit for little more than to do duty in the town, whilft the 
I'egitlar troops kept the field. 

The animofity of Mr. Lally to Mr. Bufly had continued, without 
remilfion: he even employed his emiflaries to perfuade Mr. Bufly to 
make him a prefent of money, as a certain means of reconciliation ; 
intending to ufe the proffer as a confefTion of Mr. Bufly’s delin- 
quency, of which he was every where feeking proofs, Meannefs 
VoL. II. 3 X - ' and 
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1759. and ambition were never more ftriftly united than in this defign, 
feobcr! BuITy, having remitted his fortune to Europe, offered his credit^ 
if employed in community with the government of Pondicherry 
and Mr. Lally’s, to raife money for the public fervice; but treated 
the hints of the other propofal, as the defperate zeal of his adherents 
unwarranted by himfelf. They faw one another but feldom, but 
were obliged to correfpond on public affairs. The letters of Mr. 
Lally were replete with fufpicion, jealoufy, infinuation, artifice, in- 
folence, farcafm, and wit; Mr. Bully’s, with fagacity, caution, de- 
ference, argument, profound knowledge, the jufleft views of affairs, 
and the wifefl means to promote their fuccefs : and Mr. Lally him- 
felf, whilff he pretended to ridicule, refpedted the extent of his 
talents. Their diffention was in this ftate, when the arrival of a 
frigate from France on the 20th of Auguft brought orders from the 
king and miniftry, recalling all the intermediate officers, who had 
been fent with commiffions fuperior to Mr. Bufly’s, and appointing 
him fecond in the command, and to fucceed to it after Mr, Lally. 
This diftindion produced a more civil intercourfe, and Mr. Lally, 
with feeming complacence, alked the affiftance of his counfels. The 
firll he gave was the moll obnoxious he could. Rajahfaheb, the 
unfortunate bvrt inlignificant fon of Chundahfaheb, had lately found, 
means to perfuade Mr. Lally to appoint him Nabob of the Car- 
natic; and the ceremony had been performed wnth oftentation,in the 
month of July, both at Arcot and Pondicherry. This promotion, 
without the participation of Salabadjing, the Subah of the Decan, 
was a public renunciation of his alliance, and might be improved by 
Nizamallyto confirm him iiuheintereffsof theEnglilh. The approach 
of Baffaulut Jung on the northern confines of the Carnatic appeared 
to Mr. Bull)' a refource, not only to re-eftablifh the former union 
with Salabadjing, but likewife to ffrengthen the, immediate oj>era- 
tions of the French army, by offtring Baffaulut Jung the government 
of the Carnatic and its dependencies under the fandion of Salabad- 
jing, on condition that he would join them wdth his troops. Mr. 
Lally at firft revolted agamff the idea:, and his averfiori to it was 
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imputed not more to liis jealoufv of the importance which Mr. 
Bufly would regain, by his influence with a prince long accuflromed 
to refpeft his characfler, than to his own obligations to Ilajalifahcb, 
who it was fald had purchafed his appointment. Mowc\ er, Mr. Lally 
had confented, that Mr. Bufly thould march with a detachment 
to join Baflaulut Jung, and conclude the negotiation, when the 
preach fquadron * lailed away from Pondicherry, where news 
arrived the fame dav of the adion at \'.andiw[dh, on which Mr. 
Lally, as a complete vidlory, fired a hundred guns rcuind the 
ramj^arts of Pondicherry, and wrote magJiificent accounts of the 
luccefs to every man of confequence within or near the pro\'ihcc. 

Mr. Buflfy arrived at Vandiwafli on the 5th of Oftober. The 
Englifli army had left their encampment in fight of this place the 
day before; they halted two days at Trivatore, during which heavy 
rains and the bad quality of the only water they had to drink brought 
ficknels upon the camp, which caufed Major Brereton to quit this 
poft, and repair to 'Conjeveram, where they arrived on the 7th. 
On the fame day, Mr. Bufly marched from Vandiwafti with all the 
ti’oops encamped there, reinforced from other parts to 1 500 European 
foot and 300 horfe, befides the black hoife; he expeded the Englilli 
might wait, and give battle, but they were gone; and the garrifou 
left in Trivatore, which was only ten Europeans, and a company of 
Sepoys, lurrendered to him at diferetion. Draughting 1 50 of the 
European horfe, and 400 foot, to accompany him to Baflaulut Jung, 
he fent back the refl of the army to Vandiwafh, and arrived at Arcot 
on the loth; where he was detained feveral days, by the rains of 
the monfoon. 

Baflaulut Jung advancing from Polore gave out that he would attack 
Nelore; but when he came near the Pennar quitted the fouthern 
road, and, turning to the -wefl, encamped on the 1 oth of September 
on the plains of Sangam, a town wkh leveral pagodas on the bank 
of the river, 1 6 miles from Nelore. Here he fummoned Nazeabulla 
and the three greater Polygars to come and pay their obeiflance to 
liiai in J)erfonv NazeabuUa contrived to make hioa believe magnified 
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I reports of the force of his gai rifon, and of troops coming to rein- 
' — force it from Madrafs,, which brought on a civil intercourfe of letters 
Oftober. them; but the Poh’gars he delpifed, and refolved not to 

fpare. They, however, fearing to offend the Englifh government, 
endeavoured to evade the vifit by various excufes, on which he fent 
his horfe over the river to forage on the arable lands for themfelves, 
and to feize cattle and grain for the reft of the *army. This detri- 
ment not prevailing, he paffed the river with his whofe force, and 
on the ift of O£lober encamped atSydaporam, a confiderable towm, 
where the hills of Baiigar Yatcham begin on this fide, and fituated 
within ten miles of Venkitagherri, the place of his refidence, and 
20 from Kalaftri, which is the principal town of Damerla Venki- 
tappah. Here he waited, not a little diftreffed for money, and ex- 
pelling the arrival of Mr. Bufly, who, on the i8th, had made his 
firft day’s march from Arcot, when he was ftopped fliort by extra- 
ordinary intelligence from Vandiwafti. 

More than a year’s pay was due to the whole army : what money 
had been fupplied to them lately was in lieu of their provifions, 
when not furnifhed regularly. The fbldiers believed, that much 
more than came had been brought by the fquadron, and, what was 
worfe, that their general had amafled and fecreted great wealth. 
Their intrepidity at the adtion of Vandiwafh had increafed the 
indignation of their diftreftes. They complained continually and 
openly, nor did the officers chufe to punifh them on this fcore ; be- 
caufe the plea of their difcontent was true. On others they wiftied 
to preferve the ufual difcipline. On the 1 6th fome fbldiers of Lorrain 
were punifhed ; fome for negleft of duty, but others for flovenlinefs, 
which they could not avoid. In lefs than an hour after this chaftife- 
ment, the drums of Lorrain, compelled by 40 or 50 of the foldiers, 
who had concerted, beat the general; and in an inftant dvery man 
of the regiment was under arms; and in a few minutes all con- 
curred in the fame refolution : refufing to admit the commiffioned 
officers, and every ferjeant, excepting two, they marched in order out 
of the camp, towards the mountain where the Englifh army had 
^ lately 
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lately encamped. The officers of Tally’s and the battalion of India, 1759. 
hearing the drums of Lorrain, beat the general likewife, and turned 
out the line, thinking the camp was going to be attacked by the 
Englifli ; and fbme of the officers who had perfifted in accompanying 
the men of Lorrain, prevailed on them to flop ; but could not, to 
return, before they knew the intentions of Tally’s and India, of whom 
they had fome doubt, whether not preparing to furround and attack 
them. For this purpofe they detached a picket to confer with them, 
of whom the fpokefman was the boldeft of the mutiny, and, inftead 
of propofing any conditions for Lorrain, exhorted all he harangued to 
follovy their example, and redrefs their common wrongs, unlefs the 
whole army immediately received the full arrears of their pay. His 
words ran like fire: all, animated with the fame fpirit, cried out, march. 

The expoftuiations of their officers were vain, they were ordered to 
retire. Parties and detachments were commanded, which brought 
up the field-artillery, the tumbrils, oxen, tents, and baggage, and 
even obliged the buzar and market, which confifted of 2000 per- 
fons, and a multitude of animals, to move with them, and to which 
they appointed the ufual guard. They fent likewife to demand the 
colours; but, feeing the officers determined to die rather than de- 
liver them, defifted. As foon as every thing was gathered, the 
whole line, with feventeen pieces of cannon, marched away. As 
foon as they arrived 'at the mountain, they with one voice elected 
La Joye, the ferjeant-major of the grenadiers of Lorraiji, their 
commander in chief ; and he immediately nominated another fer- 
jeant his major-general, and appointed the beft of the rank and 
file to command the different companies, with the ufual titles 
of commiffioned officers. Orders were then prepared, and read 
at the head of the men, exafting every article of the fervice. The 
camp was pitched, Gentries, pickets, advanced guai-ds, rounds, calls, 
with every detail of duty and difeipline, ftriftly obferved. They did 
not like, but did not refufe, the vifit of feveral of their officers ; 
but forbade every interference that feemed authority. Qn hints 
whether they intended to go over to the Englifh, they pointed to 
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their cannon, which were ranged in front of the canap, facing the 
noith, from whence alone the appearance of the Englifh armr 
could be expected. 'I'he night paflTed without riot or confufion. 

In the mean time, exprelfes were lent to Pondicherry, where the 
whole council immediately aflembled at Mr. Lally’s, who acculed 
them all, as the inftigators of the revolt; but produced r 0,000 pa- 
godas out of his cheft, and fent them by the Vifeount Fumel, with 
the promife of a general pardon to the troops. The council llkewilc 
gave alTurances that the whole arrears Ihould be difeharged in a 
month, and fent their plate to the mint, as an earnefl-, which 
example was followed by many of the inhabitants. P'umel arrived 
early in the morning of the 20th at the camp of the troops, v/ho 
had moved fix miles farther on to the weftw'ard, towards Arni: He 
was permitted to confer with their chiefs, whom he harangued on 
the obvious topics of defertion, dilhonour, and the deftruftion of all 
the French interefts in India, and thought them flifficiently relented, 
to appeal to the whole ; who, according to his requeft, affembled 
round him on the plain, to the number of 2000 men. He gave 
hints of the money and pardon ; and his reprefentations had well- 
nigh converted them, when 70 or 80, who were the delperate mu- 
tineers, and had ke])t away from the affembly, rnlhed in with their 
bayonets fixed, and faid, that nothing could be determined wdthout 
their confent, which fhould never be given to a reconciliation before 
they had received every farthing of their arrears. Fumel, thinking 
neither their number or violence Ivifficient to revoke the imprelTion 
he had made, broke up the affembly, fignifying, that he fliould re- 
turn to Vandiwalh, and wait there three hours for their determi- 
nation, before he returned to Pondicherry. Within , the time the 
anfwer came ; the ferjeant La Joye was a fenfible man, and difap- 
proving, although he commanded the revolt, prevailed on them to 
be content with receiving fix months pay immediately, the reft in a 
nionth, and a general amnefty, figned by Mr. Lally, and all the 
members of the council of Pondicherry. Accounts w'ere imme- 
jdiately begun; and, v/hilft waiting for them and the return of mef- 
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fengers from Pondicherry, the troops continued abroad with the 1759. 
fame regularity as before, under his command. The pardon arrived, 
and the money was paid on the 2 1 ft in the morning, and the whole 
body, excepting 30 who had deferted, marched back under the com- 
mand of their former officers to Vandiwafli, w'here before evening 
the whole camp was enlivened wdth dances and jollity, as if after 
fbme lio-nal fticcefs. 

hir, Bufify, on the firft intelligence of the revolt, refolved to pro- 
ceed no farther, until he faw the event. The difcontent caught the 
troops he had taken with him, and he w^as obliged to appeafe them 
by a month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up 
the fix months, as to the reft of the army, was remitted from Van- 
diwafh ; and before he refumed his march, feveral incidents had 
happened, which neceffitated him to change the ftate of his detach- 
ment, and the rout he intended to take. 

As foon as the Englifti army, returning from their unfuccefsful 
attempt at Vandiwafh, arrived at Conjeveram, 200 Europeans, with 
two field -pieces, 200 black horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were detached 
under the command of Xlaptain More, tow'ards the encampment of 
Baflaulut Jung at Sidaporum; they were to be joined in the way by 
the fix companies of Sepoys at Tripetti, by 1000 belonging to 
Nazeabullah at Nelore, and by the Europeans in both thei'e places, 
who were about 70. This force was intended to follow and har- 
rafs Baflaulut Jung’s army, if they fhould march round to m.cct 
and join Mr. Bufly ; but it was the 15th of Ociober before they 
reached Kalaftri, where the troops from Tripetti arrived the fame 
day, but thofe from Nelore had not yet advanced.. The two Poly- 
gars, Bangar Yatcham and Damerla Venkatypettah, terrified by the 
cavalry of Baflaulut Jung at their borders, and doubtful of the dif- 
tant proteiSlion of the Englifli troops, temporized, and according to> 
his fummons went to his camp, accompanied by Sampetrow., This- ^ 
man, who has been formerly mentioned, came into the province with, 
the Nabob Anwarodean Khan, and had ferved as his Duan, or 
prime-minifter, until his death; after which, he w'as fometimes 
coiifulted and employed, but never trufted, by Mahomedally, and 

had 
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1 759, had a little before the fiege of Madrafs retired wdth his wealth, which 
was confiderable, to Kalaftri. His difguft to the prefent Nabob had 
attached him to Maphuzc Khan, who ftill continued helplefs and 
difcontented, endeavouring to keep up the diflurbances which he had 
created in the Tinivelly countries. An officer deputed by them 
both went to Baflaulut Jung, as foon as it was known that he had 
leparated from his brothers, Salabadjing arid Nizamally ; and it is 
faid, l'econ(|ed the advice of the French in his fervice, to cuter the 
Carnatic, but with very different views ; for Sampetrow, who ma- 
naged the intrigue, intended that Baflaulut Jung fliould proclaim 
himfelf Nabob, and appoint him his duan ; forefeeing that the 
concerns of his countries nearer the Kriftna would loon call him 
away; when he intended that Baflaulut Jung fliould nominate Ma- 
phuze Khan his deputy in the Carnatic, and Sampetrow continuing 
duan, would, by his afcendancc over Maphuze Khan, gather the 
whole power of the government into his own hands. When it was 
objeded what engagements were to be taken or kept with the French, 
Sampetrow faid, None, if poffible, with either them or the Englilh; 
but, if neceflitated to chufe, Maphuze Khan^was at leaft equally free 
from predileftion to either. As a fpecimen of his own abilities for 
the fituation to which he afpired, he perfuaded the two Polygars to 
make each of them a prefent of 40,000 rupees in ready money, and 
added the fame fum of his own. This afliftance was very much 
wanted, and gave recommendation to his counfel, of which he was 
expefting the effedl, when an officer of the firfl: diftindion in Sala- 
badjing’s court, and the confident of Nizamally, arrived in the 
camp, with offers of friendfhip, reconciliation, and grants, to dif- 
luade Baflaulut Jung from entering into any alliance with the 
French againft the Englilh. Nizamally forefaw that the ftandard 
of his brother, as the fon of Nizamalmuluck, with the force he com- 
manded, and his refburces, if ading in conjunftion with the French 
in the Carnatic, might turn the fortune of the war in their favour : 
and, in their fuccefs, he law and dreaded, with abomination, the 
refloration of Mr. Bully to the councils of Salabadjing; as the ruiiV' 
of his own ambition. Baflaulut Jung inclined to the advice of Sam- 
petrow, 
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petrow, and woxild probably have advanced into the plains of the 
Carnatic, with equal profetfions to the French and Englifli, if the 
Englifti troops had not arrived as they did at Kalaftri. Their ap- 
pearance difconcerted him the more becaule the commander of the 
French troops in his army, and the agent deputed to him from 
Pondicherry, had, with as much confidence as irapiudence, alFured 
him, before he croffed the Pennar, that Mr. Buffy would join him 
at Sydaporum on the ifi; of Odlober. It was now the 19th, and 
BafTaulut Jung, fo long difappointed, w'ould not at length believe 
that Mr. Buffy had even left Pondicherry; when reports arrived of 
the revolt at Vandiwafh ; on w'hich, he beat his great drum, re- 
crofled the Pennar, and marched to the n. w. into the country of 
Cudajiah, towards the capital of the fame name. The French troops 
accompanied him, diflrelfed for necelfaries ; but their officers pre- 
vailed on him to requeft of Mr. Buffy, that he would immediately 
advance and join him in Cudapah. Mr. Bufly received this intelli- 
gence on the 24th, and fet out the fame day ; but, as more than half 
the way he had to pafs was through the mountains, he took with 
him only three companies of Sepoys, 100 of the European horfe, and 
200 black under a good partizan, which he had enlifted at his 
own expence at Arcot, becaufe thofe he had brought from Vandi- 
walh were gone off for want of pay. They marched without artil- 
lery and with very little baggage. 

The monfoon, with figns of ftormy weather, warned Admiral 
Pococke to quit the coaft; the prefidency endeavoured to perfuade 
him to leave fiich of his fhips as did not require the dock, in thie 
bay of Trinconamalee; from w'hence they might return with the 
fair weather in January, ready to oppofe any part of the French fqua- 
dron, which might be fent back expeditioufly from the iflands, in 
order to command the coaft during the abfence of the Englifli ; but 
Mr. Pococke judicioufly refolved not to diminifli his ftrength, until he 
had rounded Ceylon, and was far enough up the Malabar coaft to 
be fure the enemy were not waiting to meet him there, under this 
very difadvantage : but promifed, as foon as fecure from this event, 
to fend round Mr. Cornilh’s fhips, if they fhould join hini in the 
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1759. way. On the i6th, the Revenge, which had been left cruizing to • 

oSo^. the fouthward, came in with intelligence that llie had on the' 8th 

fallen in with Mr. Cornifli’s divilion, and three Indiamen, having 
on board Colonel Coote, with 600 men, the remainder of his regi- 
ment, and that they were beating up to Madrafs. Mr. Pococke 
failed, with his fqnadron, at break of day on the i8th, and the fame 
night met Mr. Cornilh’s off Pondicherry ; he immediately put fuch 
of the troops as were on board the men of \var into the Queenfbo- 
rbugh frigate, and fent her aAvay, W'ith the three Indiamen, to Ma- 
drafs; were they did not arrive until the 27th, taking ten days 
againft the monfoon to gain what with it might have been run in as 
many hours. As foon as the troops were landed, 200 from the camp 
■W’ere embarked, in five Indiamen, for Bengal, with Major Calliaud,. 
whom Colonel Clive had requefted might be fent to take the com- 
mand of the army in that province, if Colonel Coote fhould be de- 
tained to ferve on the coaft. Sixty Europeans had been fent a few 
days before to Mafulipatam ; but thefe detachments were partly com- 
penfated by another exchange of prifoners Avith Pondicherry', from 
whence 1 70, all that remained there, were delivered, and arrived 
on the 1 7th at Madrafs. 

The laft exchange before this in Auguft had cleared Tritchinopoly 
of the remainder of the French prifoners in confinement there. The 
numbers which, on ditferent fuccefles, had been brought into the city, 
were 670, all taken during the campaigns of Colonel Lawrence, 
under the walls of the city; but only 400 were remaining to be re- 
leafed, in the late exchanges: of the reft moft had died j 30 had been 
fent on their offer of enlifting to ferA'e u'ith Mahomed Iflbof in the 
countries of Madura and Tinivelly ; and the others, who, although 
foreigners were not Frenchmen, had been admitted to. ferve in the 
, garrifon of Tritchinopoly, which, the final clearance of its dungeons 
1‘eieafed from the fevereft and moft anxious part of their duty. 
The detachment of 90 men fent from Madrafs, arrived at the city on 
the 26th of Auguft. The Dutch at Negapatam would not let them 
land in their bounds, which obliged them to come on fhore in the open 
town of Nagore, were they would have been cxpofed to rifque, if 
3 there 



Book XI. Tritciiinopoly. 

there had been a flrong foi'ce in the French fort of Karical, With 
this reinforcement the garrifon had 250 efiiimated Europeans, moll; 
of whom Averc invalids, deferteis, or Topalfes, and 3000 Sepoys ; 
and the Nabob hull maintained his 1000 horfe, which had atfui'cled 
parties fufheient to fecure the levenucs of the diftricts of Tritchino- 
poly fouth of the Coleroon, of Seringham on the other fide, and CA'en 
farther on to Volcondah, before the detachment with Fumcl had ex- 
tended the authority of the French goAcrnment as far as Utatoor. 
The intermediate villages, of which the French had lately taken 
polTeflion, had remained for many months before unmolefted, and 
were flourilhing; and, as fbon as it was known that Fumel was re- 
turning from Volcondah to Pondicherry, Captain Jofeph Smith de- 
tached Captain Richard Smith, with 1 80 Europeans, four guns, 800 
Sepoys, and 500 of the Nabob’s horfe, to recover the country that 
had been loR. They marched on the i8th of September; but had 
only crofled the Coleroon, when news of the arrival of the French 
fquadron at Pondicherry alarmed the Nabob fo much, that to quiet 
his apprehenfions, all the Europeans, with 600 of the Sepoys, were 
recalled into the city; but the horfe, with the other 200 Sepoys, 
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton, when determined to march 
againll; the French at Vandiwafh, had enjoined Jofeph Smith to 
undertake feme enterprize which might draw off a part of their 
force from their ftations towards the Paliar, and oblige them to de- 
tain to the feuthward, what might be at tliis time in thofe quarters ; 
^his letters arrived on the 6th of Oflober. J. Smith had for feme time 
meditated an attempt to retake Devi Cotah by fiirprize, to give the 
fquadron a certain Ration, from which they might be fupjilied with 
water and provifions, without begging leave, as it were, of the Danes 
and Dutch. The opportunity was at this time probable ; for, confiding 
in the remotenefs of its fituation from any of theEnglifli Rations, and 
wanting troops in other parts, Mr. Lally had reduced the garrifon to 
30 Europeans and 100 Sepoys; and tKe Coleroon, which difem- 
bogueth into the fea near Devi Cotah, was at this time full and rapid. 
On the night of the 9th, Captain Richard Smith, with 140 Europeans 
and Topafles, 300 Sepoys, two petards, and feme foaling ladders, 
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1759. embarked in two large boats, which ferved as ferries over the Cole- 
roon, and thirteen of wicker, covered with leather, which are like- 
wife ufed on the fame river. Lieutenant Horne, with 500 Sepoys, 
and two field-pieces, marched two days before to Tanjore, and the 
Nabob’s horle, with the 200 Sepoys, advanced from Outatoor to the 
diftridls of Verdachelum ; all the three parties were to join, and at- 
tack Chilambarum, if the attempt on Devi Cotah fucceeded. It was 
expeftcd, that the current would carry the boats down in 60 hours, 
although the diftance by the courfe of the river is 200 miles. 
Heavy rains commenced as foon as the troops were embarked, and 
continued this and the fucceeding day. At the noon of the nth 
they landed in an unfrequented part covered with wood to drefs 
their meal and clean their arms ; in the enfuing uight, one of the 
large boats, in which was Enfign Hunterman,’ with half the Eu- 
-ropeans and Tojoafles, the Icaling ladders and petards, and fevcn of 
the imaller boats, loft the main channel of the river, and entered 
Into that which leads from it on the left toward Chilambarum, 
and foon after ran aground on a bank of fand ; where feeing no- 
thing of the other boats, and uncertain whether they were before 
or behind, or whether they might not likewife have ftruck 
on fbme land, Hunterman refolved to remain where he was until 
day-light ; before which. Captain Smith, with the reft of the boats, 
was arrived at the rendezvous, five miles from Devi Cotah, and 
Waiting for thofe with Hunterman, which did not come up until 
the evening. This delay difcovered the detachment. Neverthe- 
lefs Captain Smith marched acrofs the land, and took poll: on 
the 14th, intending to efcalade in the enfuing night. Two broad 
and deep channels of the Coleroon pals along the north and fouth 
fides of the fort ; the ground to the weft was at this time a morafs ; 
the eaftern face Handing on dry land, was the only part acccffible ; 
but had a dry ditch and glacis; both, however, flight. The boats 
carrying the troops dropt down the north channel to the ftrand, 
where all landed. The Europeans were to efcalade, the Sepoys to 
fttftain them, and no fire was to be given by any on any caule, 
before the Europeans had gained footing on the rampart. The 
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moon was rifen, and the Europeans with the ladders w’^re never- 1759. 
thelefs at the foot of the wall before they \vcre difcoveied by the 
garrifon, who immediately thronged and fired; which the Sepoys 
at the creft of the glacis, who lhared part of it, returned in much 
hurry and confufion, and then ran away ; on which Captain Smith 
feeing no farther probability of fuccefs, ordered the Europeans to 
retreat likewile. Thirty of them had continued in the boats, un- 
able to move with fwelled legs, acquired by fitting^ 60 hours up to 
their knees in water ; and nine, who were foreigners, had delert- 
ed. The next day he received intelligence of the repulfe of the 
Englilh troops at Vandiwafh, fignified with apprehenfions of evil 
confequenccs from the ill fuccefs ; and this news, with the mif- 
chances of his party, and the preparation of the garriforr rendered 
farther perfeverance imprudent. In the morning the difabled men 
were fent off to Atchaveram, and the refl: followed in the afternoon. 

The fwelling of the rivers had prevented Horne’s detachment from 
advancing beyond Tanjore ; and if they had, the news of the re- 
pulfe at Vandiwafh, would equally have prevented the attempt on 
Chilambarum ; and they were ordered to return to Tritchinopoly. 

Captain Smith followed, with his own detachment, and all the 
flores, through the country along the fouth bank of the Coleroon^ 
and arrived on the 24th. The fmall boats were burnt for want of 
hands to carry them back, but the two lai ger were left to be towed 
up, as fbon as the frefhes were pafled. 

All the revenues colledled by the French government, even when 
their poffeffions were moft extended, had never fufficed for the ex- 
pences of the field. Much ground had lately been recovered by the 
Englifh; whole reinforcements, and their late, although unfuccefsful, 
attack on Vandiwafla alarmed the country on the fouth of the Paliar; 
in which many of the villagers were quitting their fields, which gave 
the renters fpecious pretexts to require abatements on their leafes 
from the adminiflration of Pondicherry. No money, and many 
debts remained in the treafury there : and the late revolt demonftra- 
ted that the troops could not be trufted for the time to come any 
longeu' than they Ihould be flridly paid. The only part of the. pro- 
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vince, whether under the French, the Engllfli, or the Nabob’s au- 
thority, which had lately remained exempt from ravage, contribu- 
tions, or military operations, was the country from Outatoor to the 
Ibuthern diftricts of Tritchinopoly, including the rich and fertile 
■ ifland of Seringham ; where the approaching harveft of December, 
which is by far the greateft of the year, promifed in this, a more 
abundant crop than ufual. The government’s fhare was valued at 
600,000 rupees, and would be received in February. Fi'om thefe 
confiderations Mr. Lally refolved to take pofleflion of thefe coun- 
tries, with a force fufhcient to keep the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
within their walls. But as this could not be effefted, without ex- 
pofing the ftations and country near the Paliar to rifque, by the fub- 
ftradtion of fuch a number of troops as would be fent away to the 
fbuthward, he meant to ftation 800 men near Arcot, who were to 
move to the relief of any place that might be attacked ; and, with this 
afliftance in profpeSt, he fuppofed that the garrifons he fhoulcl leave 
in the forts, although very (lender, would defend themfelves to ex- 
tremity, and protrad the fuccefles of the Engliflr force, until his 
objed to the fouthward was accompliflied. Mr. Deleyrit, and the 
Council of Pondicherry, objeded to the feparation of the army, as 
fraught with the moft dangerous confequences. Mr. Lally imputed 
their repugnance to the intention he had declared of farming out the 
colledions under his own infpedion, by which they would be de- 
prived, as he flxppofed, of their ufual perquifites ; and they attributed 
his propenfity to the expedition to the fame (jjirit of peculation. 

To confirm the aixpearance of maintaining the Paliar, a detachment 
of 50 men of Tally’s regiment attacked three companies of Sepoys, 
pofted in a village called Checkrimalore, fituated on the Ibuth bank of 
the river, in a line oppofite to Conjeveram; but the Sepoys flood firm, 
killed five, and took three men, with an officer mortally wounded. 
Two companies were likewife polled at Salawauk, between Outra- 
malore and Chinglapet, of which Lieutenant Fletcher drew off one 
to flrengthen the efcort proceeding with the lafl exchange of French 
prifoners to Sadrafs.; on which the French guard at Outramalore 
drove away the other company remaining at Salawauk ; but a few 
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days after, Lieutenant Fletcher recovered this poft. At the fame 1 759. 
time, parties and detachments were continually moving, to accom- 
plifli the difpofitions Mr. Lally had arranged. The troops allotted 
for the Ibuthern expedition were 900 Europeans, of which loo were 
cavalry, 1000 Sepoys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon, 
under the command of Mr. Crillon; their rendezvous was at 
Thiagar, to which they reforted from different parts by various 
routes, and were all affembled there on the eleventh of November. 

Neither the Prefidency of Madrafs, nor Captain Smith at Trit- 
chinopoly, obtained any certain account of their force or inten- 
tions. The Nabob’s- horfe, with the 500 Sepoys, which had. been 
fent to Verdachelum, and had done no little mifchief during 
their excurfion, had returned to Lhatoor on the 1 2th, and were halt- 
ing there on the 1 5 th, when they difcovered an advanced party of 
the enemy, which they fuppofed the whole, and immediately re- 
treated to Pitchandah; a few hours after, the enemy came up to 
Samiaveram,.and the next day, their horfe advanced, and reconnoitered 
the banks of the Coleroon, and then fell back and took poft with the 
reft in the village and pagoda of Munftirpet. The whole force 
was 35 Europeans, 100 Coftfees, 500 Sepoys, two guns, and fome 
black horfe, commanded by apartizan and two fubalterns; of which -■ 

Jofeph Smith obtained right intelligence; and early the next morn- 
ing^fent out 1 o companies of Sepoys, 1 20 Europeans andTopaffes, fix. 
field-pieces, and 400 of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of his 
fecond Richard Smith, and from the intimacy between them he 
accompanied the detachment as a volunteer. They crofted the Caven< 
and Coleroon oppofite to the city. The village of Munlurpet. 
had rice-fields in front, through which the road onwards to the Co- 
leroon was a caufeway.raifed above them; fo that the enemy had no at- 
tack to fear on this fide, and their retreat was open to Samiaveram.. 
and Utatore. The banks of the Coleroon are fteep and high,, and 
the water at this time was fo low as to run only in fmall channels,, 
leaving large beds of fand, and a fhore of it, under the banks. Three 
companies of Sepoys were fent up the bank with the colours of all 
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the companLies, which they difplayed at proper diftances to refemble, 
whilft the main body of the detachment filed iinleen under the 
bank, two miles on to the right, when quitting the river, they con- 
tinued their march in the bed of a water-courfe then dry, which led 
to the north, and brought them on two miles, ftill undifeovered, until 
they were in a line with Munlurpet, when the water-courfe turn- 
ing another way the troops came out of it; and as they were afeend- 
ing a rifing ground juft before them, within a mile and a half of 
Munlurpet, were for the firft time perceived by the enemy there; 
whole confufion was much left than might have been expefled from 
the lurprize. They got, although in hurry, their line into order, 
and besan to retreat fall in order to ^in Samiaveram. The Nabob’s 
horfc were detached to haraft and impede theii’ front, and by hard 
driving four of the field-pieces were brought near enough to fire upon 
their line of march, when they very imprudently unlimbered their 
guns to return this fire. Neverthelefs the puz'fuit lafted four miles, 
when they halted in a village, to Hand the brunt; but were foon 
beat from their guns, and the whole broke, and every man begged 
quarter. One officer, 1 5 Europeans, and 30 CofFrees, were made 
prifoners ; moll of the reft of thefe troops were killed during the purfuit 
and fight. Some of the Sepoys were cut down in the beginning of the rout 
by the Nabob’s horfe, who w'erc immediately ordered to Ijjare all who 
flung down their arms. The two guns, two tumbrils, a great quantity 
of ammunition, all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken. Captain 
Richard Smith converfing with one of the prifoners, obtained in- 
formation from him of the force with Mr. Crillon, and, to his great 
lurprize, that it would encamp this very ev^ening at Utatore, and ad- 
vance on the morrow. Fatiguing as the fervice of the day had been, 
no time was to be loft. The whole detachment, with their pri- 
foners and Ijioils, returned that night to the bank of the Coleroon, 
and llept on their arms, and early the next morning began to croft 
the river, in w'hich a hidden frelh was coming down, which obliged 
the latter part of the detachment to paft in boats, and the laft boat 
in which was one of the guns, was driven on a fand, from whence 
it took four hours to releale it, and four men were drowned in the 
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attemiJt; and by this time the foremoil of Crillou's tioops aj)pearcd on 1759* 
the bank of the river. The flood kept them tliere until the aotli, when 
they crolfed into the ifland of Scringliam, ami encamped opjiiofue 
to the weft face of the pagoda, inwhi.h f'aptainj. f-hnith haditationcd 
300 Sepoys, 500 Collcries armed with their long lances, and two 
field-pieces, w'ith European gunners. The outward wall of tlie pa- 
goda, being 40 feet high, can neither be defended nor efcahuled ; and., 
if battered down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dif- 
ficult to pafs. The great gatew ay is w-ithin, 40 feet high, 30 broad, 
and 40 through to the infide of the pagoda. As it is impolfible to 
weild gates of fuch a furface, a wall 20 feet high had been raifed 
acrofs the middle of the paflage, and in the w'all was left an opening, 
in which likewife no gate had been ercilcd. A trench was therefore 
dug acrofs the paflage in front, and a parapet was raifed behind the open- 
ing for the field-pieces. Atday-break on the 21ft, the French ad\ anced 
their heavieft cannon, which foon beat dowm the partition-wall, and 
difabled the field-pieces on the parapet. The}' then ran to the aflault, 
and ftormed their way in ; not without much refiftance from the- 
Sepoys, but very little from the Colleries. Irritated by their lofs, 
they refufed quarter for fome time after all refiftance had ceafed. 

They then turned out whom they had fpared, when the mufketry 
fired upon them as they were going aw^ay, and fome of the European 
horfe rode after and cut down others: but neither with the permif- 
fion of their offleers. The garrifon of Tritchinopoly beheld this 
wanton cruelty from the w^alls; but could give no relief. Few of 
the Sepoys regained the city, and one of the three companies was 
entirely loft. Jofeph Smith reproached Crillon fe\ erely for tliis 
barbarity. 

The Prefidency, as foon as certified of the deftination of this part 
of the French army, refolved that the whole of their own fhould im- 
mediately take the field. The choice of operations was left to Colonel 
Coote, who on the 2 1 ft of November came from Madrafs to Conjeve- 
ram, v/here the largeft divifion of the troops were in cantonment. 

Having taken the command, he inunediately aflembled a council of 
war, in which it was agreed, that the feparated and diftant fitua- 
VoL. II. 3 Z tions 
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tions of the enemy’s troops, left a fair opportunity to reduce the fort* 
of \'andiwa{h, ^^'hich it was determined to try. The troops which 
had landed with Colonel Coote, joined the camp at Conjcvcram on 
the 23d;. fi'om whence Cai)taia Prefton was fent off the fame day 
with' his own com])any of infantry and of the pioneers, to remain 
at Chinglapet, in readinefs to advance with them when called for 
to Vandiwafli, bringing likewife two eighteen-pounders and a howitz. 
The next evening Major Brereton j^roceeded with a ftrong detachment 
to attack Trivatore; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main 
body advanced toward Arcot, where all the enemy’s troops in the 
held were encamped. Thefe difpofitions were meant to perplex their 
guefs of what blow was intended; they had moft reafon to expedl 
asainft Arcot, but neverthelefs concluded V'andiwalh. 

A party fent forward by Major Brereton invefted Trivatore at nine 
at night, but kept their guards fo negligently, that the garrifon, 
which were only a company of Sepoys, efcaped through them be- 
fore morning. Major Brereton, leaving two companica of Sepoys in 
Trivatore, marched on with his divifion, and arrived the next day,, 
which was the 26th, at Vandiwafli. Early the next morning they 
affaulted the pettah and carried it, after a flight refiftance from fome 
Sejioys, but without any lofs. 

Colonel Coote arrived the fame morning with his divifion at Arcot,. 
where he faw nothing of the enemy’s troops on the ground of their 
encampment near the town. They had fent a detachment on the night 
of the 2 4th, preceding the morning that Colonel Coote began his march, , 
which attacked the Englifh poll at Checkrimalore, where the three 
companies of Sepoys had juft been reinfoi'ced, without the enemy’s 
knowledge, with 5o.Europeans fromConjeveram. Their detachment 
attacked before day- break of the 25 th, and were repulfed .with the lofs 
of 20 Europeans, and their commanding officer, and retreated imme- 
diately to Chittapet; to which, as appointed the general rendez-. 
yous, the reft of the troops in the field at Arcot were on their march 
ill the evening of the 26th, whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap- 
proaching the ground they were quitting. In the evening of the 
27th, fome hours after his arrival at Arcot, Colonel Coote received. 
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an exprefs from Major Brereton of his fuccefs on the pettah of Van- 
diwafli; and immediately made a forced march towards him. Thenext 
day, he left Major Monfon to bring on tlie line, and proceeding -with 
the cavalry, arrived before noon at \'andiwaili, where Brereton had 
almofl completed a battery for the two eighteen-pounders which 
accompanied his divifion. It was erefled in the weflern pettab, 
^gainft the tower and cavalier in the s, w. angle of the fort. In 
the night, another battery was began near the n. w. angle of the 
fouthern pettah, directly oppofite to the fame tower; and both 
were completed before the morning; but as the two eighteen- 
pounders expedled from Chinglapet were not arrived, two twelve 
pounders brought up from the line were mounted in their Head. Hi- 
therto the enemy had fired day and night from the walls, and only 
flightly wounded one man. The fire of the batteries ojiened with 
the day, which was the 29th, and the tower attacked was filenced, 
and a pradlicable breach made in it, befoi'e noon : when Colonel Coote 
fummoned the French officer, who anfwered, that he fhould obey 
the orders he had received, to defend the fort to extremity. The 
batteries then continued to difmantle other parts of the defences; and 
in the evening Major Monfon came up, with the main body of the 
army. 

In the morning, the Kellidar lent fbme of his officers and fer- 
vants, to ftipulate for his own fecurity in the event. Colonel Coote 
pledged himfelf to continue him in the fort, and in the rent of the 
diftrifts, as a dependant of the Company, if he would, with his own 
troops, feize, and deliver up thofe he had admitted belonging to the 
French; but infifted on a pofitive anfwer by two in the afternoon; 
at which hour no anfwer came ; but-a little after, the French foldiers 
appeared on the walls, and called out that they would deliver up the 
fort. Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and immediately 
ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take pofTeffion of the 
gateway; who when they came there, were told that the key was 
with the Kellidar. This baulk might have produced untoward con- 
fequences, if Colonel Coote, at the fame time that he fent the Sepoys 
to the g«tc, had not advanced himfelf with another company to the 
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1759. breach, which they entered without oppofitton; and being immedi- 
ately followed by Ibme of the olBcers with the picquet, no refiftance 
was attempted in any part of the fort. The troops belonging to 
the Fren'ch were five fubaltern officers, 63 private Europeans, and 
100 Sepoys; the Kellidar’s, 500 horfemen and foot. In this fliccefs, 
not a man of the Englifh troops was killed, and only five were 
wounded. The Englifh forces had thrice before been againfl this 
place, and in the laft were repulfed, as we have lately feen, with as 
much lofs as they had fiiffered in any action in thefe wars. The 
Kellidar had figned the treaty juft as the troops entered; but his 
importance in the province, his relation to 'the family of Ghunda- 
faib, his long connexion with the French government, and his in- 
veterate enmity to the Nabob Mahomedally,. weighed unjuftly more 
than the refjjedl due to a contradt of which he w^as fulfilling his 
part. He was brought to Madrafs, behaved haughtily, and would 
give no accotmt of his treafures, which he had fent away to Coilas 
Guddy, a fort on one of the higheft hills near Velore, in which 
refided the widow of Subderally Cawn. The Nabob faid, that the 
making him prifoner was of more importance than the redu(ftion of 
the fort, but offered to releafe him for ten lacks of rupees. 

The French troops in the field had made no motion from Chittapet 
to interrupt the attack; and, as their inadtion rendered it unneceffary 
to march againft them. Colonel Coote refolved to attack Carangoly, 
before they were reinforced lufficiently to rifque. an engagement.. 
Carangoly is fituated 35 miles w. s. w.. from Vandiwafh, 12 to the 
fouth a little wefterly from Chinglapet, and 1 8 from Sadrafs and 
the fea. ' The fort is large, having four not very unequal fides, of 
which the circumference is 1500 yards. It is built of ftone, and- 
has, before the main wall and the towers, a parapeted, faufebray, and 
a wet ditch.. The four fides nearly face to the cardinal points of the 
compafs; a pettah, feparated from the fort by an efplanade, and’ 
extendingin a curve, entirely enveloped the north, and part of theweft. 
and eaft faces of the fort. As the weakeft part, becaufe neareft to the 
oppofite pettah, the French had thrown up a glacis before the north 
front,, but had not completed it before the tower in the n. e. angle. 

The 
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The army, by detacliments, entered the pettah, on the 4th of De- 1 7 59. 

cember, and were expofed to fome fire from the fort, which killed 
a grenadier. I'hc attack was confined to the north front, which, 
befi(Jes the two round towers in the angles, had the ufual voluminous 
defences of a gateway, and a fquare tower on each hand of it; in all 
five projciflions. On the 6th the army had finilhed, and began to firi 
from a battery of two eighteen-poundeis, oppofite the fquare tower 
next the round one in the angle on the left of this front. One of 
the guns fired to breach in the angle of the curtain on the left of 
the Iquare tower, and the other to take off the flanking fire of the 
round : but the fire of the fort was much fiiperior ; for befides feve- 
ral old guns long belonging to the fort, the French had nine excellent 
pieces well mounted, which they brought to this face ; and em- 
brafiires not onl}- in the gateway, but in the two towers on the right 
of it, commanded the battery ; to oppole u hich another battery for 
Iwo guns was raifed on the left of the firft, which opened on the 
7th in the morning, and the eight-inch howitz was planted in the 
N. w. part of the pettah, which firing dead fhells in licochet en- 
filaded in its whole length the rampart of the front attacked. At 
noon of this day the breach appeared pra 61 icable, and Colonel Coote 
fummoned the commandant, Colonel O Kenelly, an Irilhman, and 
an officer of reputation in Tally’s regiment, fignifying that if he 
perfifted, the garrifon would be expofed to the fame treatment as had 
been inflifted on the troops taken by affault at Seringham. O Ke- 
nelley anfwered, that as the letter was not directed in French, he 
had not opened it; and as foon as the trumpet vho brought it had 
reached the pettah, recommenced the fire. It continued hotly on 
the 8 th and 9th; when Colonel Coote advanced a zig-zag from the 
breaching battery. On the loth in the morning, there only re- 
mained fhot for two hours ; and more had been fent for from Ching- 
lapet ; but before the batteries ceafed, a flag of truce, little expefted, 
appeared on the walls. Time was at this time of more importance 
than any thing but the difgrace of a repulfe, and Coote granted al~ 
mofl; all that was afked. The garrifon, which confifted of 1 00 Euro- 
peans, including officers, marched out with their arms, two loumls 

a man. 



54^ The War of Coe,oma nd e l. Book XL 

1759. a man, fix days provifions, colours flying, and drums beating: die 
Movember, Sepoys were difarnied, but likewife fet free. Four of the nine guns 
belonging to the French had been difmounted, two Europeans were 
killed, and five dangeroufly wounded. The Sepoys had fuffered more. 
The Ipfs of the Englifli tro'^ps was Lieutenant Campbell of the ar- 
tillery; a grenadier, a Sepoy, and aTopafs mortally wounded. 

On the 1 2th, the army encamped again at Vandiwafh; where 
they were joined the fame day by Captain More, v/ith his detach- 
ment from the northward. Thefe troops had advanced, accom- 
panied by 'thofe at Tripetti as far as Nelore, and were joined on the 
road by the party of Europeans ftationed there with Lieutenant 
Elliot ; but the troops of Nazeabullah although ready had not 
'ftirred a ftep from the walls ; he neverthelefs pretended that the 
dread of his preparations had been the principal caufe of BaflTaulut 
Jung’s retreat out of the Carnatic. All alarms having ceafed in this 
part of the country. Captain More fent back Elliot’s party to Nelore, 
and thofe which had come from Tripetti, and returned with his 
own divifion by the way ofTripalTore to Conjeveram. 

Colonel Coote, when marching againfi: Vandiwafh, had ordered 
Captain Wood, if fo be done with fafety, to advance from Covre- 
pauk, and take poft in the city of Arcot, in order to prevent the 
French garrilbn in the fort there from collecting provifions. Wood 
arrived in the town on the- 28th, with 300 Sepoys, 50 Europeans, 
and 50 black horfe, who, without the leafl oppofition, took pof- 
feffion of the Nabob’s palace and the adjacent ftreets, although not 
half a mile from the fort ; where they obliged the French renter 
and the principal inhabitants to redeem the reft of their property,, 
■by furnilhing at the market-price a large quantity of rice, of which 
the fcarcity was increafing every day by a general failure of the 
harveft in this part of the country. Captain More’s detachment 
was ordered to join Captain Wood’s on their return, and both to 
rmake preparations for the attack of the fort of Arcot, againft which 
Colonel Coote intended to march as foon as he had reduced Caran- 
goly. They had collefted fafeines and other materials, and had even 
begun to coiiftruft one of the batteries, when they were obliged to 
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deiift,. add retire, on the 9th, by the approach of Mr. Bufly re- 
turning from the northward \yith a much larger force than had 
accompanied him out of the province. 

After fifteen days march, and three of halt, Mr. Bufly, with his 
detachment, arrived on the loth of November at Baflaulut Jung’s 
camp, which was lying on a plain, fix miles from the city of Cu- 
dapah. The diflance from Arcot in the diredi: line is no miles 
nearly north ; but 300 by the road, which winds more than two 
thirds of the way along the valleys of rocky mountains. The 
French detachment with Baflfaulut Jung, the Europeans as well as 
the Sepoys, were, for w^ant of money, in want even of food ; and to 
maintain them, their officers had fold every thing of their own, but 
their clothes ; from fimilar diftrefles, although not fo fevere, the 
troops of Baflaulut. Jung were ready to revolt. His propofals to Mr. 
Bufly w' ere, “ that the French ffiould regard him as the abfolute 
** mafter of the province of Arcot, fliould llirrender to his authority 
“ all the countries of wffiich they were in pofleffion, whether in this 
“ province or in the dependencies of Tritchinopoly, and he w'ouid 
account with them for one-third of the produce ; but w hatfoever 
“ might hereafter be conquered, fliould become entirely his own, free 
“ of this dedudlion. All affairs and troubles were to be regulated by 
“ the Duan he fliould appoint. The French were to fw^ear they would 
“ affifl; him agaiiifl: Nizamally, if he fliould enter the Carnatic ; 
“ with whom they fliould make no treaty without the participation 
“ of Buffaulut Jung ; and, after they had conquered or made peace 
“ with the Engliffi, fliould furnilh him with a body of troops, to 
“ make war on Nizamally. After the peace, he was to be put in 
“ full pofleffion of the whole Carnatic, and its dependencies, ac- 
“ cording to the ancient ufages, when the French were no longer 
“ to be entitled to any part of the revenues.. He might, return 
“ into the Decaii whenfoever he pleafed; and, during his abfence 
“ from his capital of Adoni, the PAeneb were to furnifli a detach- 
“ merit of 300 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, with artillery, ammu- 
“ iiition, and ftores, to garrifon this place; and the expeiice of this 
“ bodv of troops might be deduced out of his fliars of the revenues 
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of the Carnatic. As his troops were unpaid, and fince the difafler 
“ of Nazirjing were afraid of lerving in the Carnatic, Mr. Buir-- 
“ flrould immediately lend him four lacks of rupees to be diflributed 
“ amongft them as the only means of engaging them to march. If 
“ this asfreement ftiould not take effeft after his arrival at Arcot, he 
“ and his army fliould be recondufted out of the province ^vith 
“ friendfhip and good faith.” Tlie tenor of thele terms bore the 
.ftrongelt: marks of Sampetrow’s advice: Mr. Bully anfu'ered them 
by other propofals, which left the ilTue of every one made by 
Baflaulut Jung uncertain, and liable to future difcuffions and ar- 
rangements. The perfonal conferences only widened the difference, 
by dilcovering more clearly to each the views of the other; but 
Baffaulut Jung took no perfonal difguft to Mr. Bufly, and at his 
folicitation iffued patents fubjedling, at leaft in \yords, the whole 
province of Arcot to the government of Mr. Lally, and enjoining 
all the chiefs and feudatories to pay him the ufual tributes and 
obeifance. In the fame plain where BalTaulut Jung and Bully were 
encamped, were likewife lying two other confiderable bodies of 
troops, the one a detachment of 3000 Morattoes appointed to guard 
that part of the territory of Cudapah, which had been ceded the 
year before the laft to the Morattoe Jurifdiflion; the other was a 
body of 2500 Pitan horfe, belonging to the Nabob of Cudapah. 
Mr. BulTy, by former intercourfes, knew the officers of both. The 
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to inlift xoo of their 
horle, the lame number of BalTaulut Jung’s, and 200 of the Mo- 
rattoes; and to fupply the immediate wants of the French troops at- 
tending BalTaulut Jung, and his own detachment, which he now 
joined into one body under his own command. This whole force 
colleded, conlifted of 350 European infantry, loo European horfe, 
2500 Sepoys, of which 500 were Arabs or Abyffinians, 800 black 
horfe, and 16 pieces of cannon; with which he marched away on 
the 1 6th of November, five days after his arrival, returning by the 
fame W'ay he had come. On the loth of December, he arrived at 
Aicot, from whence his approach had obliged Captain Moore and 
Wood to return with their detachments to Covrepauk, and from 
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hence Captain Moore proceeded v.’itli his to the army at Carangoly, 1 759. 
to which it added 180 European', 1 200 Sepoys, and 1 60 black horfe. 

The F.ui'opeaus replaced the inirrd)er which were left in garrifon at 
Vandiwafli and Carangoly, and the Sepoys were more. 

The lofs of thefe places was the levereft reproach of the error 
which Mr. Lally had committed in detaching to great a part of 
his force to the fouthward: of which he himfelf was fo fenfible, 
that he juftified it only by the diltrefs to which he was reduced for 
money to fupply the immediate pay and fubfiftence of the army. He 
now lent exprefles to recall them all, excepting 300 Europeans, which 
were to be left in the pagoda of Seringham. The main body of the 
French troops remained waiting their arrival atChittapet. Mr.Buffy 
left his force about the town of Arcot, and went himfelf to Pondi- 
cherry. The horfe he brought fpread themfelves, and committed 
every kind of ravage and deflrudlion as far as Conjeveram, between 
the Paliar and the mountains. A body of Morattoes belonging to 
Morarirow had been for fome time at the pafs of Cudapanatam, w. of 
Velore; they were commanded by Innis Khan, whom we have feen 
lerving in the former wars of Tritchinopoly. Both Madrafs and 
Pondicherry had agents in their camp, treating for their fervice. The 
Englifh, Morarirow knew, had moft money; and pretending, that 
he had incurred great charges in preparing a body of troops at their 
requifition, to march to their afliftance before the liege of Madrals, 
for which he had not been paid, the terms he now demanded were 
peremptory, and the rates high. They endeavoured to bargain 
lower; and he, as the fhorteft means, in his own politics, to make 
them conclude immediately, accepted 30,000 rupees from the French 
agents, and fent a thoufand of his horfe through the hills, who did 
not join their camp, but in two days^ere on the Englilh ground 
between Arcot and Conjeveram. 

Colonel Coote, with the army, marched from Vandiwalh on 
the 13th, and encamped the next evening at Papantanguel, a 
town lix miles forward in the road from Triv'atore to Arcot; in 
which fituation, half a; day’s march enabled him to interfe£l 
the enemy’s troops moving to join each other, whether from Arcot, 
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01' from Cliittapet; but none appeared; for few of the returning 
troops from Seringham, and none they expe6ted from Pondicherry, 
were as yet come up; and the divifion remaining at Arcot was 
too weak to venture, before the others were advanced near enough, 
to enflire the junftion. On the i6th, the army marched, and 
encamped at Muleawady, fix miles nearer Arcot, but ftill to the 
fouth of the Paliar. By this time, the horfe brought by Mr. 
Bufly, and the Morattoes let loofe by Morarirovv, were committing 
every kind of ravage and defblation in the country to the north 
of this river, and as far as within 20 miles of Madrafs. Thoufands 
of cattle were fwept off in as many days, Avhich they fold to 
the firft purchafer, at feven or eight for a rupee, and then made 
them again the booty of the next excurfion. With this experience, 
the inhabitants would no longer redeem them ; after which, no fub- 
miflions exempted themfelves from the fword, and all abandoned the 
villages and open country, to feek ihelter in the woods, forts, and 
hills neareft their reach. Not a man ventured himfelf or his bul- 
lock with a bag of rice to the camji ; which, for three days, were 
totally deprived of this ftaple food. Exceffive rains fell during the 
17th and all the next day, which the tents could not refift; and 
from the neceflity of affording the troops fome repofe. Colonel Coote 
marched from Muleawady on the 1 9th, and put the whole army 
into cantonments in the fort of Covrepauk, and the villages adja- 
cent. The next day, he w'ent to Madrafs, to confer with the Pre- 
lidency on the meafures neceffary to be taken againft the force 
which had been fent to recover the countries of Seringham and 
Tritchinopoly : for intelligence had not yet been acquired, that the 
greateft part of them were recalled. 

The reduftion of Vandiwafh, notwithftanding the lofs of Sering- 
ham, revived the reputation of the Englilh aims in the fouthern 
countries. The king of Tanjoie fent horfe and foot, and Tondi- 
man and the two Moravers their Colleries, to the Nabob at-Tritchi- 
nopoly. Mr. Tally’s orders, recalling the troops, were immediately 
obeyed. On the 9th, 600 European foot, and 1 00 hoffe, left the pa- 
goda, and recroffed the Colerooa. As foon as they were gone, Capt. 
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Jofeph Smith refblvcd to circumlcribe the troops which remained, as 
much as the ftrength of his garrifon allowed, and detached 500 Se- 
poys, and as many Collcries, to inveft Cortalum, a mud fort on the 
Ibuthern bank of the Caveri, 1 5 miles w. of Tritcliinopoly, which 
Were followed the next day by 300 more Sepoys, two field-pieces, 
two cohorns, and 50 Europeans, under die command of Enfign 
Morgan. The fort, in which were fome Sepo) s, capitulated as fooii 
as the cannon appeared. Enfign Morgan then lent half his detach- 
ment to attack Totcum, another fort like, and almoft oppofite to 
Cortalum, in which were 10 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, who de- 
fended themlelves until Morgan came up with the reft of his force, 
when they lurrendered. From Totcum, Morgan marched to Samia- 
veram, in-order to join another detachment from the city, when both 
were to proceed againft Utatoor. Early on the 1 6th, Jofeph Smith 
received intelligence, that a convoy of ammunition, guarded by a few 
Sepoys, were on the road from Utatoor to Seringham ; and at the 
fame time, a party of 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys fent from 
Seringham to join and aflure the arrival of this, convoy, were per- 
ceived croffing the Coleroon; on which he detached 40 Europeans, 
400 Sepoys, 200 of the Nabob’s horfe, and fome Colleries, acrofs 
both rivers, under the command of Enfign Bridger, with orders 
to proceed to Samiaveram, where he was to be joined by Morgan’s 
party from Totcum, and both united, were to take poll at Samiaveram 
in order to intercept the return of the enemy’s detachment. At the 
fame time. Captain Richard Smith marched out of the city with 
100 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and three guns, and took poll: on the 
fouthern bank of the Caveri oppofite to the Pagoda of Sering- 
ham; where he foon after knew, by a fignal from the rock 
of Tritchinopoly, that 100 more Europeans had marched from 
the pagoda, and were palling the Coleroon; on which, as had been 
concerted, he crolTed the Caveri, and kept up the hotteft fire he 
could againft the gate of the pagoda, which was returned from 
various fcaffoldings within, and Captain Smith was wounded ; 
but ftill perfiftjng, the enemy, as had been forefeen, recalled their, 
detachment. Soon after Enfign Bridger’s fignals gave token that 
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he was in pofleffion of the pagodas at Samiaveram ; but that Enfignt 
Morgan’s party was not yet come u]). 'Fhe next morning, the 
French detachment which firft marched from Seringham, returned 
with the convoy from Utatoor, and advanced boldly to the upper pa- 
goda of Samiaveram ; near which, Enfign Bridget was prepared to 
oppofe them. On the firft firing, moft of the coolies threw down 
their buithens of ammunition, and ran away ; on which the troops, 
with the reft, took poft in the lefter pagoda, and, {hutting the gates, 
prepared for defence. But in lefs than an hour, Enfign Morgan, 
with the whole of his force from Totcum, appeared, and the enemy 
fiirrendered. They were a captain, a lieutenant, and 38 grenadiers. 
Of Bridger’s detachment, feverai Sepoys, with a ferjeant of one of 
the companies, and three Eurojjeans, were killed. Thele opera- 
tions were of confequence; for this being the feafon of harveft, 
and the corn ready to reap, the renters, as ufual, yielded the go- 
vernment’s {hare, W'hich amounted to 1 00,000 rupees, to the ftronger 
force. The intelligence of thefc {ucceftes had not reached Madrals, 
when Colonel Coote arrived there from the camp, but advices were 
received that the greateft part of the French force were returning 
from the fouthward ; neverthelefs, the prefidency were much in- 
clined to indulge the anxious and repeated requefts of the Nabob, 
to reinforce Tritchinopoly with 200 Europeans, in order to retake 
Seringham and Utatoor, and to recover the countries which had 
lately been loft, with fo much detriment to his revenues ; but the 
arguments of Colonel Coote, confirmed by the recent example of 
the fame error committed by Mr. Lally, and its confequences, evinced 
the impropriety of diminilhing the army at this time, when it 
leemed that the French v/ere collecting their whole force, in order 
to rifque the fate of the Carnatic in a general battle. His realbns 
prevailed; and he returned on the 25th to Covrepauk, where, dur- 
ing his abfeuce, nothing had haj^pened, but a Ikirmilh between the 
black horfe of the army, which were increafed to 700, and an 
equal body of Morattoes, whom they beat olF. On the 24th, a 
detachment of 40 black horfe, with fome Sepoys of the garrifon at 
5 Vandiwalh, 
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Vandivyafli, furprized a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, quartered in a 
village called Niconum, 1 5 miles to the I'outh, of whom they killed 
twelve, and dilJ^jerfed the reft. 

The main body of the French army from Chittapet, increafed 
by the returning troops from Seringham, and wliatfoever more 
could be fpared from the garrifons to the fouth of the Paliar, had 
advanced to Arcot, foon after the Englifti filed off to Covrepauk. 
Thus their whole force, but ftronger than before, was once again af- 
fembled ; and they encamped along the fouth fide of the river quite 
up to the fuburbs of the city. On the 26th, Colonel Coote moved 
the Englifti army to Chinefimundrum, a village fix miles from Co- 
vrepauk, and five from Arcot, where the ground afforded a very ad- 
vantageous encampment ; for a large tank extended in front, a mo- 
rafs on each hand, and the only accels in front and rear was by a 
caufe-way. On the 29th, the Generals Tally and Bufly came with 
a party of horfe to reconnoitre the camp, and a fitirmifli paflfed 
between them and the out-pofts. The next day, the greateft part 
of their horfe appeared again* and, after feveral motions, made an 
attack on a guard of Sepoys, pofted in a village called Trimetcherry, 
about a mile in front of the camp, and cut down feveral of them 
in the ftreet ; but the reft kept their ground in the houfes, and 
revenged the loft by killing feveral of the horfe, who, feeing other 
t,roops advancing, retired. On the 31ft, three companies of Sepoys 
croffed the rivei , and, at three in the morning, entered, and beat 
up the camp of the Morattoes, which lay on the right Of the 
French encampment. All fled, as ulual when furprized ; but of tlie 
few Ihot which were returned, one chanced to wound Enfign Mere- 
dith, who commanded the party ; after which, the Sepoys could not 
be prevailed upon to purftie their fuccefs by cleftroying the ani* 
mals and baggage. Thus clofed the year 1759, the third of thra 
dubious war, w'ith the two armies in fight of each other> but nei- 
ther ready for immediate decifion ; for the Englifti were afraid of 
the fuperiority of the enemy’s cavalry, and were waiting in ex- 
peftation, not only of drawing off the body of the Morattoes, 
which were with them, hut likewife of being joined by 2000 more 
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who were ftill I’emaining with Innis Khan on the other fide of the 
rrwuntains. On the other hand, Mr. Lallv was likewife negotiating 
for the fame affiftance, and ftill mifirufted the attachment of bis 
European ^troops, 'although -.equal in number to the Englifh ; and 
Waked for ah addition, by the return of what remained of the de- 
tachment which had been fent in April, under the condufl of Mn 
Moracin, to reinforce Malulipatam. 

• Not venturing to land the troops, as Mafulipatam was taken, Mr! 
Moracin {ailed away on the i8th of April, and in five days arrived 
at Ganjam, which is fituated at the northern extremity of the Chi- 
cacole province on the lea. The French -had long kept a trading- 
houfe here, and were conne< 51 :ed with Narraindeu, the principal Ra- 
jah in this part of the province : the fort and W'ood of his refidence 
is called Moherry, and is fituated twelve miles from the fea-lhore, 
and thirty miles w. s. w. from Ganjam. . Befides Moherry, he had 
fix or feven other forts, which lie more inland, and farther to the 
north. His conftant force was 3000 men, befides which he occa- 
fionally hired from the other polygars. The Rajah "Vizeramrauze, 
during his adminiftration under Mr. BufTy in the province of Chi- 
cacole, had by fome feverities provoked the hatred of Narraindeu ; 
which devolved, after the death of Vizeramrauze, on his fucceflbr, 
Anunderamrauze, who, as we have feen, had Invited, and joined 
the Englifli, whom neverthelefs Narraindeu had lefs reafon to dif- 
like than the French, under whofe authority the vexations he- re- 
lented from Vizeramrauze had originated. Neverthelefs Moracin 
propofed, “ that their forces united {hould march firfl; againfi: the 
“ Englilh fettlement of Vizagapatam, and then againft Viziana- 
“ garum, the principal refidence of Anunderauze. If fuccefsful 
“ thus far, they were to go on, until joined by the French army of 
“ obfervation, which was wdth Salabadjing, when Mafiilipatam was 
“ ftormed: probably Salabadjing would aflift in retaking this place, 
“ and Narraindeu, in reward for his fervices, was to be placed in all 
“ - the advantages poffefiTed by Anunderauze.” Narraindeu accepted 
the terms, but with no intention of prolecuting the expedition, any 
farther than the continuance of his own advantages. 
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^ But the French troops, having expected to land at Mafulipatam, 
were not provided with equipments for long marches, which it re- 
quired much time to jirepare at Ganjam. There were in the de- 
tachment 43 Englifh foldiers, who had been taken }>rilbners, and had 
entered into the French fervice, on condition of being only em- 
ployed on this expedition. Thirty of thefe men together made 
their efcape - foon after they landed, and, through many hardfliips, 
found their way to Cuttack in Oj'ixa in the middle of May, where 
they were relieved by the lilnglifh refident, Mr, Grey, who fent 
them to Balalbre, from whence they were conveyed to Calcutta- 
Seven more arrived at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in fe- 
veral other deferters of other nations. It was the beginning of 
July before Mr. Moracin was ready to march ; by which time, he. 
had expended all his ready money, and the fubfiftence of the de- 
tachment depended on the fale of fome trumpery commodities, and 
the precarious faith of Narraindeu ; who, however, accompanied 
them with his troops. After three or four marches, thqy.fwere dif- 
trefled to extremity for provifions, which neither th.e lartpy of Nar- ' 
faindeu, nor the inhabitants of his towns, would 'fuppjy. without 
money. At Burrampoor, a town in the hills, fix miles''before you, 
arrive at Mogherry, the French foldiers entered the houfes to get 
vi'ftuals; a fray enfued, and blood was fhed on both fides. Narrain- 
deu, with all the troops, immediately left them ; and fummoned the. 
affiftance of the neighbmring chiefs. The French detachment, 
having no alternative, marched back towards Ganjam.. Narraindeu, 
and his allies, met. them in the way, and flood what they called a 
battle ; but the European arms, as ufiial, eafily difperfe.d.’ them j 
and the detachment took poll in Munfurcottah, a town fituated eight 
miles from Ganjam, in a country abounding in flocks and graiti, 
where they coUefted provifions, although furrounded by the enemy.; 
with whom they commenced, a negotiation, of which Narraindeu 
feemed to be as defirous as themfelves. To conclude, it,, one of the 
French officers, named Darveu, went to Narrainder in his camp, 
but accompanied by 40 Europeans, and the fame number of SepoySi 
On their return, they were' attacked by the wljble force they had vii- 
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fited, and all tne Eurcjjeans excepting three were killed : tiie Sepoys, 
rot being !o much the object of this treacher,-, lufterecl lei';. Mr. 
Moraciii imniediately returned to Ganjam, and encamped v, i:hin 
and round the French factory, which is on the river- ildc-; and direvv 
up works fufficient to protect his detachment ilom Eittu-KS 
the avenues of the town, which Narraindeu, aird his allies, fjri cur.ded. 
Of the two fhlps which brought the detachment, I'he -Harlem liad 
been difjsatched to Arracan for provitions, and the BriAol had 
been driven afnore in a hard gale of wind, before the troops marched 
to Burramjjore. There v/as on the ftocks on the river fide a iar2[e 
fiiow ; aiid in the river, feveral 1 mailer vefTels beloneinff to the fac- 
tory, in which they intended to return to Pondicherry •with the 
northern monfoou, after the Englifh Iquadron ihould have quitted 
the coaft. in the mean time, they continued for many days, Ikir- 
mlllting with the troops of Narraindeu, who at length offered to treat, 
which produced a ceflation of hoftilities, but no terms, of reconci- 
liation; for the demands of the French were in proportion to the in=- 
juries they had received ; and Narraindeu only meant to lave the ex- 
pcnces of the field, with fecurity that the French troops would not 
make incurfions into his country, after his own fhould have returned 
. to their quarters. This they promifed, and remained quiet. 

In the mean time letters from Narraindeu to Colonel Clive ar- 
rived in Bengal, requefting him to fend a body of Europeans, -which, 
joined by his own force, might eafily take or deftroy the whole of 
the French detachment with Moraciu. The report of the defer- 
ters confirmed the feafibility of this projefl. But the dubious feate 
of the Engliffi afFairs,and the decreafejOf their military force in Bengal 
fcarcely permitted any farther diminution of it : however. Colonel 
Clive, with his ufual fpirit of enterprize, determined to try the expe- 
riment. Sixty Europeans, half of them artillery men, were em- 
barked on the Hardwicke, which had loo Europeans, as her crew. 
The (hip failed out of the river on the 30th of September, and on the 
7th of Oftober anchored in the road of Ganjam under Dutch colorffs. 
Two French officers immediately came on board to enquire news 
and were detained prifoners. Captain Sampfon then went alhore un? 
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{]er a paflfport to Moracin, magnified the force he had brought, faid 
more was coming, and propofed that he fhould lurrender his whole 
detachment to avoid unnecefiiiry hloodlhed. But Moracin had ob- 
tained jufter intelligence. Samfon tlien landed incHengers which 
got to Narralndeu, w'ho being by this time certified that the French 
detachment would fbon go away of their own accord, had no farther 
motive or inclination to renew hoililities againft them : but neverthe- 
lefs promifed Sampfon that he would fbon appear with his army, 
and again inveft the tov^m. A civil intercourfe of melluages conti- 
nued between them until the 20 th, when Sampfon being convinced 
that he intended to do nothing, failed away for Bengal. 

In the beginnins: of November, Mr. Moracin emliarked from Gan- 
jam with 40 Europeans in a (loop, and on the r ith landed at Coqa- 
nara, which lies clofe to the fea, on the right-hand of a f'mali river, 
about 20 miles n. e. of the eaflern arm of the Godaveri. On this arm 
are fituated the Englifh and French fa6lories of Ingeram and Yanam. 
Of the prifoners taken at Mafulipatam, mofl of thofe who had been 
admitted to give their parole, had departed, and were refiding at Y anam, 
waiting for embarkations to proceed to Pondicherry; and, on this 
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and informed him fully 
of the ftate of affairs in this part of the countiy. The diftrifts from 
the Godaveri to Cocanara, were under the government of Jugga- 
•pettyrauze, a near relation of Anunderauze. They had long beexr 
•at enmity, and when Anunderauze invited the Englifh, Jaggapetty 
joined the French, and with his troops accompanied them at the 
battle of Peddipore. After the viftory Colonel Forde granted 
away his countries to Anunderauze, who hitherto, for want pf the 
affiflance he expeiled from the Englifh, had not ventured to employ 
his own force to get poffeflion. Jaggapetty neverthelefs expedb- 
ing to be attacked by him, had kept the field on the weftern arip 
of the Godaveri, and from his camp correfponded with Mr, An- 
drews, the Englifli chief at Mafulipatam, to revoke the ceffion made 
to his rival. His fort of Samel Cotah is only ten miles inJand from 
Cocanara. Moracin font agents thither and to his camp, to propofe 
an alliance, informing him of the force that was following from 
VoL. II. 4 B Ganjam, 
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Ganjam, and promifing more from Pondicherry. Jaggapecty nei- 
ther concluded, nor rejefted the propofal; but neither he nor his 
people at Samel Cotah gave even the common affiftanccs of the 
country to the troops with Moracin ; who, for want of provifions, 
committed violences, were refilled, and mofl: of them were either 
feized by the officers of the diftridl, or took fervice with them; 
which reduced hloraciu to re-embark on the floop with five or fix, 
the remainder of his party; they failed on the 19th, and a few days 
after arrived at Pondicherry. 

The troops remaining at Ganjam were 2 50 eflimated Europeans, 
but of which half were TopafTes, and 100 Sepoys. They embarked 
under the command of the Chevalier Poete, on the fnow and two 
floojDS, rigged and manned with the ftores and crew' of the Briflol: 
they arrived at Cocanara on the 19th of December; and Poete lent 
affiore fifty Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations of 
Jaggapettyrauze : immediately after they landed, a hard gale of 
wind dro\e the two floops affiore. 

The troops fent from Bengal with Colonel Forde had received 
repeated orders from this Prefidency to return thither from Mafiili- 
patam ; but they were to march over land the whole way, in order 
to meet, and attack Moracin’s detachment, who it was luppofed 
would be, if not at Ganjam, fomewhere on the coaft. The rains 
would not permit the Bengal tioops to take the field until the be- 
ginning of November; before which. Colonel Forde had failed in 
the middle of Odober from Mafulipatam for Bengal, where he ar- 
rived juft in time to render one more very important fervice to his 
country. The command then devolved on Captain Fifcher, and 
varying refolutions detained the troops at Mafiilipatam until the 5 th 
of December. They were reduced from 500 Europeans, and 1 500 
Sepoys, to 300 of the one, and 800 of the other : the Europeans, 
by death and defertion, notwithftanding they had, recruited 50 out 
of theprifoners; but the Sepoys, chiefly by the difiniffion of 500, 
who had failed with Clive on the expedition to Bengal, and were 
permitted to return from Mafulipataip to their homes in the Car- 
natic. 
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iiatic. The waters of the Godaveri were not yet abated; near the 1759. 
lea aie (even or eight channels between the two principal arms; 
and other fmaller riveis coming from the Colaii lake, interfefl: the 
land between the weftern aim of the Godd\eii and Maiulipatam; 
which lender the march along the lea-(hoi.e, although Ihoiter in 
diftance, much moie tedious than the inland road. I’he tioops 
theiefDre returned this way, v'hich was the lame they had come, 
excepting, that they jiafled the bed of the Colair faither to the 
\\ eft ward, wheie it becomes fooneft diy. At Rajahmundrum they 
heard, that the French detachment with the Che\ alter Poetc had 
landed at Cocamra. 

Animderauze, on the appearance of Morac'.n at Cocanara a month 
bcfoi e, had no doubt that he would be immediately joined by Jag- 
gapett^iduze, and lent off a bodv of tioops fiom Vizianagai um to 
inoteft the diftridls of Rajahmundrum from their inroads. On the 
approach of this force, Jaggapettyrauze returned with his, from the 
Godaveri to his fort of Samelcotah, and both were near each other, 
when the French tioops with Poete arrived on the coaft, and the 
Enghfta with Fifcher at Rajahmundrum. The officers of Anunde- 
rauze begged afliftance fiom Fifcher, who, advifing them to keep 
the forces of Jaggapett} rauze at bay, proceeded with his command 
as faft as fatigue and impediments permitted, towards Cocanara. The 
diftrift for fome diftance round this place is covered with cocoa-nut 
groves, for the Ihelter of the v'ea\ers; and the French troops were 
lying in a village at the Ikii t of the groves tw o miles from the 
Dutch foit, and the fea; and, for what realbn is not found, Poete 
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the firft detachment. 
Jaggapettyrauze was encamped five miles on their left, againft 
whom the forces of Anunderauze weie advancing, but in a dif- 
ferent line of march, at the fame time that the Englifti troops were 
approaching Cocanara, who, before they came in fight of the French 
detachment, faw the armies of the two Rajahs Ikirmilhing on their 
right; which Fifcher deeming a proof that none of the French had 
joined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppofed them intent only on preleiving 
• their retreat to the lea, and lent forward Captain Yorke with the 
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1759. grenadiers and 500 Sepoys to prevent their embarkation. The 

3^mter. FfCDch troops had gained no certain intelligence of the force 
with Fifcher, and waited on their ground until they could difliuguifii 
the number of Yorke’s divifion, who when near lent off the Sepoys 
to gain their flank, and haftened up in front with the grenadiers 
as fall as they could march. 'I'he French only remained to give 
one Are, and then ran as fall: as they could through the grove, fol- 
lowed aim oft at tlie lame pace, to gain the Dutch faftory, into 
which they \yere admitted. Yorke immediately furrounded the fac- 
tory, which had very flight defences, and Fifcher coming up in the 
evening w'ith the main body, invefted it more clofely, and peremp- 
torily demanded the French troops, whom, after a very formal 
proteft, the Dutch agents delivered the next day, u’hich was the 
28th of December. In the enfuing night Poete failed with the reft 
of his detachment 200 men, Europeans and TopaflTes, all in the 
fnow. From Cocanara the Engiilh ti'opps marched on to Vizaga- 
patam, where they arrived on the 1 6th of January ; and a few days 
after, all the Europeans embarked in two Engiilh Ihips proceeding 
to Bengal ; but the Sepoys were left to purlue their route on Ihore 
by Ganjam and through the province of Orixa. Thus nothing re- 
mained to fear in the company’s poffelTions and acquilitions to the 
north of the Kriftna. We lhall now delcribe the progrefs of their 
officer Mahomed Ilfoof in the countries towards Ca|5e Comorin. 

May. He arrived at Madura on the 4th of May, and had been ablent ten 
months. The force he left in the country, \yhen called away, was 14 
companies of Sepoys, fix ip the fort of Madura, five in Palamcotah, 
and three at Tinivelly. Nothing more could be expedled from either 
of thefe bodies, than, to defend the ground in fight of the walls they 
garrifoned. Accordingly all the diftridls of both provinces from the 
foreft of Nattam to the gates of Travancore, lay fubjecl to their con- 
tributions, or expofed to their ravages. The declenfionyof the Engiilh 
affairs, which began with the furrender of F ort St. David, (on which 
Mahomed ll^f was recalled,) and continued until the French were 
obliged to raife the fiegte of Madrafs,fcept Ma^ihuzeKhan in continual 
.hopes, that he Ihoukl be joined by a body of French troops, aiul efta- 
4 blillicd 
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blifhed with their affiftance in the government of thofc countries ; 1759. 

and the adminiftration of Pondicherry, by their letters and emiffaries, 
encouraged him to think fo. Waiting this fortune, he remained with 
the Pulitaver, ftyling himfelf, and ftyled a fovereign ; but without 
any other means of fubfiftencc than what the Pulitaver chofe to lup- 
ply, who, never regulating his money by words, fcarcely furnilhed 
him with common neceflaries. The return of Iflbof Khan bettered- 
his condition ; as the Pulitaver was afraid he might at length liften 
to a reconcilation with the Nabob, and Maphuze Khan, always go- 
verned by the love of eafe, felt no refentment at the humility to which 
he had been reduced. He jirefided, at leaft in appearance, in the 
councils of the eaftern Polygars; who refolved to meet Iflbof with 
their united force, and invited the weflern to the common defence ; 
who having joined them againfl: Palamcotah in the late diftrefles of 
the Englilh affairs, expedled no pardon, and took the field. The 
weflern league conlifled of fix polygars: Catabominaigue, their 
former leader, was lately dead, and had been fucceeded by a relation, 
who took as itfual the fame name, and bore, inflead of the indiffe- 
rence of his predeceflbr, an averfion to the Englifh. Etiaporura 
was always the next to him in importance, and now in aftivity. 

The force which accompanied Mahomed Iflbof fi’om Conjeveram, 
conlifled only of fix companies of Sepoys, and 60 horfe, but he had 
on his march requcfled troops from Tondiman and the two Mo- 
ravers, with whom he had always continued on good terms, and 
3000 men, horfe, colleries, and Sepoys, from the three polygars, joined 
him on his arrival at Madura, where he neverthelefs immediately 
began to make farther levies., and by Ihifting and garbling out' of 
all that were with him, compofed a body of 300 horfe, and 700 
Sepoys, who had leen fervice, which he fent forward to ravage 
the diflri6is of Etiaporum, where they were to be joined by three 
of the companies of Sepoys from the garrifbn of PalamcDtah;, 
which had reflored its lofles by new levies. This body of troops 
were to maintain their ground until the lafl extremity, in order to 
prevent the juiiftion of the weflern with the. troops of the eafleni 
polygars, until Mahomed Iflbof hirafelf could follow with the rnaiii 
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^759* killed and wounded in thq attack, which lafted three days, and then 
De«mbw po^Vgar made his efcape by night. The fort was iinmedia,tely 
July. razed to the ground, after which the detachment joined the main 
body \\’ith Mahomed liToof, and the whole proceeding by the way 
of Gangadaram, arrived at Tinivelly in the middle of July. They 
n-crc fcarcely arrived, when Maphuze Khan, whofe mind alvt'ays 
wavered with every change of circumftances, wrote a letter to Ma- 
homed Iffoof, ottering to quit his allies, and j)roceed to the Car- 
natic ; provided he was allow'ed a fuitable jaghire for his mainte- 
nance : He even alked a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. hiahomed 
Iflbof, without authority, aflured him that his requefts Ihould be 
complied with j and recommended them to the Prefidency, by 
whom they w'ere referred to the Nabob. 

The midland country, for thirty miles to the north of the tov’n 
of Tinivelly, is open and of great cultivation, and, lying between 
the eaftern and weftern Polygars, had been the favourite field of 
their depredations. The principal ftation from w'hich the eaftern 
made their inroads into thefe diftridts was the fort and wood of 
Wootamally, fituated 35 miles n. n. w. of Tinivelly. The Poly- 
gar, grown rich by eafy plunder, had many collcries, who were 
tvell armed ; and Mahomed Iffoof foon after his arrival at Tinivelly 
marched againft him with the greateft part of his force, and in a 
few days reduced his fort, in which he placed fome troops ; and fta- 
tioned a guard of 50 horle, and fome peons and colleries in a place 
called Shorandah, as an intermediate poll. He was no fooner re- 
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging to the 
Pulitaver and Vadgherri furprized the guard at Shorandah, and 
either killed or took all their horfes, with their riders ; on which 
Mahomed Iflbof detached feven companies of Sepoys, who recover- 
ed the poft, and remained in it, in order to proteft the adjacent 
country. ^ ; 

Equdfeonfufion prevailed in the diftridls to the fouth‘qf Tinivelly. 
The troops of the Maliaver, or King of Travancofe, were making 
incurfions from their wall to feize the’ harveffs ait the foot of 
the hills from Calacad to Cape Comorin. The variety of difi. 

tradions, 
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traftions, which exifted on every fide, could not be all oppofed at 1 759. 
the lame time, unlels a greater army were embodied than all the 
revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the king was 
the leaft inveterate enemy to the Englifli; becaufe the polygarof Va* 
dagherri had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his 
Colleries to make depredations in his country on the other fide of the 
mountains, through the pafs of Shencottah, which lies 15 miles to 
the fouth of Vadagherri. On this ground of common enmity, Ma- 
homed Ilfoof opened a negotiation with the king; who confented to 
a conference at the gates of his country near the promontory. They 
met in the end of Auguft, and the interview paffed with much po- 
litenefs and feeming cordiality. The king, at leaft publicly, de- 
manded nothing, and agreed to defift from his inroads into the diftrifts 
of Tinivclly, and to a£l with a confiderable force in conjundlion with 
Mahomed Iftbof againft Vadagherri, and the Pulitaver. On the 3d of 
September, Mahomed Iftbof ftill remaining at the gates of Travan- Septembtr. 
core, was joined by 1000 of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy 
mulkets made in his own country, and dilciplined, although auk- 
wardly, in the European manner; but they were well fupplied 
with ftores and ammunition, tie then returned to Tinivelly, and 
marching from thence with his whole force, in deference to the 
king, proceeded direblly againft Vadagherri, although 20 miles 
beyond Nellitangavillc, the refidence of the Pulitaver: when 
arrived near Shencottah, he was joined by an army full as large 
as his own, confifting of 10,000 more of the king’s troops of 
various kinds of infantry, who had marched through the pafs. 

This w’as perhaps the greateft force that had been aflembled 
for fbme centuries in this country. Vadagherri defended his woods 
for a day, in which about 100 men were killed and wounded on both 
fides; but in the night abandoned his fort, and efcaped away to the 
Pulitaver at Nellitangavillc. 

The arrival of fuch a gueft, who, for the firft time, had been re- Ojjtbtr. 
duced to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver; and fet his cunning 
to work to divert the ftorm from himfelf. The repulfe of the Englifli 
troops at the attack of the pettah at Vandiwafli on the 30th of 
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September, was known in the country, and was believed, as the 
French had reprefented it, a lignal defeat. Maphuze Khan had re- 
ceived letters from Baffaulet Jung and the government of Pondi- 
cherry, which encouraged him to think; that they ftiould very foon 
©verpower the Englifh in the Carnatic, when he might expedi: to 
'be lubftituted to his brother Mahomed Ally, who was to be 
’depofed from the Nabobthip. This correijjondence, and thefe ex- 
pcclations, the Pulitaver communicated to the king of Travancore^ 
■and oitered, if he would quit the Englifli, and join Maphuze Caun 
againft them, to give him whatfoever diftridls in the Tinivelly 
country might lie convenient to his own. The King immediately 
expofed thefe documents to Mahomed Iffoof, and ftanding on 
his importance, demanded the ceffion of Calacad and the adjacent 
dilhi idts, for which he had fo long contended againft the Nabob’s 
■government. He faid, that more territory than, he claimed had 
already been recovered wdth his afliftance; that what might 
be refufed by one, v/ould be readily given to him by another; 
and that, if he ihould join the Polygars, the Nabob’s authority 
would never be eftabliflied in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed 
:Iflbof, whilft perplexed with this dilemma, W'^as informed that 
the two eighteen-pounders, with 500 mullcets, which had been ient, 
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loft at fea; and that 
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were ftopped by the Dutch 
agent at Tutacorin. This mifchance gave greater weight to the 
king’s arguments, and greater value to his affiftance ; for the force 
of Mahomed Iflbof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitaver, 
whom all the heft colleries in the country were flocking to defend. 
.He therefore furrendered the diftrifts which the king demanded; 
and the Prefidency approved the ceffion; but the Nabob futpefted 
that it had been promifed by Iffoof at his firft interview with the 
king, in order to feCure his future aflift-ance to his own ambitici^s 
views. 

As loon as this agreement was fettled, the Travancores moved 
aga:in in- conjundfcidn with his troops. On the 6th of November, 
they invefted th& wood and- fort of Eafeltaver, whieh was one of 

the 
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the dependencies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the wood 1 759. 
three days, and then abandoned both; and retired to Nellitangaville. 

After this tuccels, the want of ammunition obliged Mahomed Iflbof . November. 
to ' remain until he received fupplies from, Madura, Palamcotah, and , 
Anjengo. The army of Travancore, to prevent dilgufts from dif- 
parity of cuftoms, encamped fejiarately, but in fight of Mahomed 
IfToof ’s ; and on the 20th of November, a body of 5 or 6000 Colleries 
attacked the camp of the Travancores in open day. Mahomed Iflbof, 
on the firfl: alarm, fent his horfe, and followed with his Sepoys and 
other foot ; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their 
nimblenefs, with the ruggednefs of the country, rendered the purfuit 
of little avail. They had killed and wounded 100 of the Traven- 
cores, before they went off. A day or two after this fkirmifli, Ma- 
homed Iflbof received three howitzes, with fome ftores, and a fupply 
of ammunition from Anjengo ; and the two fix-pounders with their 
fliot likewife came up from Tutacorin; he then moved with his 
allies, and on the 4th of December fet down before Walhinelore, ano- 
ther fort dependent on the Pulitaver, much fl:ronger than any he had, 
excepting Nellitangaville, from which it is fituated twenty miles to 
the N. w. and twelve in the fame direftion from Outamaly, 

Wafliinelore flood within three miles from the great range of 
mountains, at the foot of W'hich ran a thick wood, extending two miles 
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the weft and fouth fides of 
the fort ; but turned to a much greater diftance on the north, and to 
the eaft the plain was open, and every where covered with profufe 
cultivation. A very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fbme thoufand 
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and extended 1 200 to 
the N. E. of the walls ; a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, lurrounded 
both the pettah and the fort. The extent of the fort was 650 by 
300 yards ; it >)vas of mud, but almoft as hard as brick ; it had four 
large fquare towers, one at each angle, and feveral fmaller, 'W'hich 
were round, between. Every tower was a feparate redoubt, enclofed 
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the fort : the 
accefs to the tower was a fteep ramp, only two feet broad, the en- 
trance a narrow wicket in the parapet ; the curtain between the 
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1759. towers had no parapet, and was only a rampart floping on both fides 

from a bafe of 1 5 feet to 3 at top ; but the flope from within was 
much lets tharp than from without, fo tliat, if aflaulted, the dew 
fenders might eafily run up to the top. The parapets of the towers 

have circular holes for the ufe of fmall arms, but no openings pre- 

pared for cannon, of which there was not a fingle piece in the fort. 
This defcription only fuits Walhinelore, for the other forts in the 
Madura and Tinivelly countries have parapets with loop-holes to 
their ramparts, as well as to their towers; but all are of earth, 
excepting Madura and Palamcotah. The Colleries on this fide of 
the Tinivelly country, poffefs nothing of the uglinefs or deformity 
w^hich generally charafterize the inhabitants of the hills and wilds 
of India. They are tall, well-made, and well-featured. Theh* 
arms are lances and pikes, bows and arrows, rockets, and match- 
locks, but whether with or without other weapons, every man cou- 
-flantly wears a fword and fhield. In battle, the different arms move 
in diftindl bodies ; but the lancemen are rated the moft eminent, 
and lead all attacks. This weapon is 18 feet long; they tie under 
the point a tuft of fcarlet horfe-hair, and when they attack horfe, 
add a fmall bell. Without previous exercife, they affemble in a deep 
column, prelfing clofe together, and advance at a long fteady ftep, in 
Ibme degree of time, their lances inclining forward, bud aloft, of 
which the elafticity and vibration, with the jingle, dazzle and fcare 
the cavalry; and their approach is fcarcely lefs formiable to in- 
fantry not difeiplined with fire-arms. The importance of Wafhi- 
nelore, and the great force which was come againfi: it, brought 
fome thoufands of Colleries to its relief ; but all, excepting 8 or 900 
chofen men allotted to defend the walls, kept in the woods : from 
whence every day and night parties fallied, and alarmed or attacked 
■one or other, and Ibmetimes both the camps ; and greater bodies on 
three different days made general attacks on the batteries, of which 
thefe continued interruptions retarded the conftrudlion, infomuch 
that they were not ;finifhed xmtil die 26th, 20 days after the arrival 
■of the armies ; hut dbe ho(wat 25 es had commenced before. The only 

efficacious 
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efficacious gun was the 1 8-pounder, which Mahomed Iflbof had 1759. 
brought from Madura, for the reft were only 6 -pounders and lower; 
but from exceflive firing, the 1 8-pounder burft the day after it was 
mounted; and by this time all the ammunition, as well of the bat- 
teries as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence required to 
be referved for defence, was exi^ended. However, part of the pa- 
rapet of the tower fired upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed 
Iftbof refolved to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies 
waited on the affault ; and as foon as it began, the Pulitaver, with 
3000 chofen Colleries, who had marched in the night from Nelli- 
tangaville, iffued from the wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed 
Iffoof, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to commit 
every kind of deftrudlion. Mahomed Iflbof inftantly fent back a 
large body to repulfe them, and continued the aflkult; but the gar- 
rifoli within received double animation from the Pulitaver’s fuccefs, 
which was announced to them by the ufual war-cry and the found- 
ing of their conchs. All the other Colleries collefted in the woods 
appeared likewife, as if on the fame notice, and in different bands 
attacked the troops at the batteries, and at the foot of the breach ; 
and although continually repulfed, continually rallied, and with the 
refolution of the garrifon faved the fort until the evening, and then 
waited in the woods to interrupt the renewal of the affault in the 
night; but fo much of the referved ammunition had been expended in 
the day that Mahomed Iffoof deemed it dangerous to remain any 
longer before the fort, and drew off his artillery. Two hundred of his 
troops and of the Travancores were killed, but more of the enemy. 

The next day he moved to a diftance, and difmiffed the Travancores, 
who proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their own country, 
and Mahomed Iffoof returned with his own troops, and, thofe lent 
him by Tondiman and the Moravers, to the town of Tinivelly. 


End of the Eleventh Book. 
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T he two armies in the Carnatic continued, during the firft days v 

of January, in their encampments near Arcot, equally cautious Jan«ry. 
of rifquing any attempt of confequence, becaufe both were waiting 
the refult of their negotiations to biing Iniiis Khan with his Morattoes 
to their afliftance. Both olFeied 60,000 rupees; but, whilft the 
Englifh were p jpofing conditional bills, the French fent ready 
money, which c rermined his pieference» He ariivcd on the 8 th in 
the French > ^ mp, with 3000 mounted, and a greater number of foot 
plundere' j v/ho ate called Pandarums, and always troop with the 
hoife, T we have defc.ibed when Bajiniow joined Clive in the fight 
near Ai ni. The next da) , the French aimy filed off from their en- 
carr |. iient w hich extended from the fiibui bs of Arcot along the fouth 
lidt of the Faliar, and took the toad tow'aulsTiivatoie ; and, as they 
were going off, Mr. Tally, with a laige body of Morattoes, fbme of the 
European horfe, and tw'o fi^ld-picces, crofiTed the river, and advanced 
to Trimuddi, an out-poft, three miles in fiont of the Englilh camp 
at Chinafimundrum. A cannonade enfued, but more guns and troops 
coming up. Mi . Tally retired, and recrofled the river : during which, 
a body of 200 Morattoes, with whom Colonel Coote had treated, 
came over from the enemy’s, and joined his camp. In the evening, 

Colonel Coote pioceeded acrofi. the river, w'ith an efcort of horfe, 
and reconnoitred the enemy’s line of march, and fufpedling, that 
they might intend againft Vandiwalh, took his meafures accoid- 
ingly. Orders were difpatched to Captain. Sherlock, who con> 

manded. 
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1760. manded in the fort, to defend it to extremity, and to the two com- 
panies of Sepoys at Trivatore, to repair thither immediately. The 
baggage of the army a\'us lent off that night to Covrepauk; and in 
the morning the whole army moved from Chinafimundrum, where 
they had lain eighteen days, and in the e\ cning pitched anew on the 
bank of the Paliar, five miles lower down than the ground W'hich 
the French had occupied on the other tide. A ftrong pofl: of horfe 
and foot was advanced at fomc ditfance tow ards Arcot, and another 
on the left, with orders to keep up continual patroles. The next 
day paffed without any alarm from the enemy, or intelligence of 
confequence concerning them, who ne\ertheler) were not idle. 

Mr. Lally had formed another project befides that which Colonel 
Coote fiitjiedted ; and, to accomplith it, had not fliffered his army 
to advance with half the expedition they might. They were on the 
nth, the third day after they quitted their encampment, no far- 
ther than Papantanguel, fix miles on this fide of Trivatore, and 
halted there the greatcR part of the day. Tow'ards the evening, 
all were under arms, and the (lores and baggage loaded ; but, in- 
ftead of marching on he dilplayed them on the plain, facing to 
the Paliar, and then exercifed them as if for pradlice, in large evo- 
lutions, which were calculated to fling the whole line to the eaft- 
ward, with all the horfe, Morattoes, as well as Europeans, on the 
right, of whom the outermoft, when the exercife ended, w'ere fix 
miles from Papantanguel. Having thus w'hiled away the time until 
the clofe of the evening, he continued all on the ground they flood 
until it was dark ; and then feparated the army into two divifions. 
The horfe, excepting fome w-^hich rejoined the fecond, filed off, fol- 
lowed by 300 Sepoys, who had formed next to them, and march- 
ed on as faft as they could, keeping together; the reft of the army, 
'T^'hich confifted of all the European infantry, with the baggage 
and artillery, were ordered to follow, but without ftrain. Mr. 
Lally led the firft divifion himfelf. After a march of 1 5 miles, in 
which they had crofted the Paliar, they arrived at eight in the morn- 
ing at Conjeveram ; expedling to find in the town the magazines of 
rice which fupplied the Englifh army ; but they had no fuch ftore, 
2 living 
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living on the purchafc of the clay ; nor had the inhabitants more than 1 760. 
the common provifion of their houfes; but in the pagoda was the 
holpital, and a ftock of militaiy ftores, under the guard of two com- 
panies of Sepoy'5, commanded by Lieutenant Chilfliolm, of which the 
capture w'ould have been diftreffing; but Mr. Lally having brought no 
cannon made no attempt on the pagoda, and employed his troops 
in colledting plunder, and fetting fire to the houles of the town; 
during which, the Sepoys, and all the fick in the pagoda, who could 
move, came out, and being well acquainted with the ftreets and covers, 
continually attacked their fmaller parties and ftragglers, and whenever 
likely to be overpowered, difappeared. In the evening the enemy 
retreated, driving off 2000 bullocks, the moll: \aluable part of their 
booty, loaded with the trumpery they had colledfecl. By this time the 
other divifion of the army had arrived at Jangolam, a village on the 
bank of the Paliar, tliree miles from Conjeveram, from whence both 
united, immediately proceeded, and the next day reached Trivatore. 

The neareft ground of the French line, whilft marching on this 
exploit, was eight miles from the advanced port of the Englifh camp, 
whofe black horfe, awed by the number of the MorattoeS, were 
afraid to venture, and could not be trufted fo far abroad; and the 
European horfe, being only one hundred, were not even fufficient 
for the necelTary patroles of the camp; fo that the firft intelligence 
of the enemy’s march was from Lieutenant Chilholm at Conjeveraih, 
feut as foou as thej appealed there. It arrived in the afternoon; 

Colonel Coote immediately fet off with the cavalry, and ordered the 
whole army to follow, which was in march before the lim let, and 
before it rofe at Conjeveram, where Colonel Coote, with the cavalry, 
had arrived at one in the morning. The way is twenty-one milegi* 

It was now a month, that Mr. Bully' had afled once more in the 
field in conjunftion with Mr. Lally; and the intercourle had only 
cncreafed the averlion. The late errors of Mr. Lally’s operations, 
which had loll: \''andiwalh and Carangoly, without gaining any thing 
equivalent by the expedition to Seringham, had lowered hiS military 
charafter throughout the army ; and even his own fegitneiVt as well 
as Lorrain, although the King’s troops, began to acknowledge the 
VoE. IL 4 D fuperior 
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1760. fuperior talents of Mr. Bufly to condu6l the war: the battalion of 
India always thought fo. Mr. Lally imputed this rifing prediieiftion 
in the officers to the influence of Mr. Buffy’s money, and amongff the 
fbldiers to the intrigues of Father St. Eff:evan,a crazy, bufy Jeiuit, who 
officiated in the camp, and confefled the regiment of Lorrain : his an- 
tipathy no longer liftened to any reftraints. As foon as the army re- 
\ turned to Trivatore, Mr. Bufly aiked his leave to retire to Pondicherry 
for the recovery of a painful diforder, which incapacitated him for 
fatigue : but Mr. Lally forbid him in the name of the king to quit the 
field. He obeyed, and gave his befl; opinion concerning the future 
operations of the campaign. “ The Englifh, he faid, would not fee 
“ Vandiwafh taken, without rifquing a battle to fave it, in which the 
“ French army wotdd be deprived of all the force employed in the 
“ fiege; and from the neceffity of covering it, not mafter of the choice 
** of advantages in the a£tion ; whereas, if the whole of the regular 
“ troops kept together on the banks of the Paliar, and detached 
“ the whole body of Morattoes to lay wafte the Englifli diftridfs, 
their army would foon be reduced to the neceflity, either of 
giving battle at difadvantage, or of feeking its fubfiftence under 
' “ the walls of Madrafs.” No advice could be more judicious ; for 
: the firft divifion of the Morattoes, although only 1000, had ven- 

tured to carry their ravages as far as Pondamalee and Vendalore, 

. and by cutting off every kind of provilion on every fide, had l e- 
duced the Englifli camp to as great want, as they brought abundance 
to the P'rench, where they fold the beeves they had plundered at 
feven for a rupee, and rice at half its value in any other part of the 
-country; and at this very time the Prefidency ofMadrals, anxious 
f^ the lofs of their llireft revenues, repented that they had not 
bought the Morattoes on their own terms, and were advifing Colonel 
Coote to fall back nearer to tlie adjacencies of the town. But Mr. 
Lally fufpefted Mr. Bufly’s advice, as defigned to prevent or dilparage 
the a6livity of his own operations; and on the 14th marched away 
from Trivatore, with a detachment of 500 Europeans, half the 
European cavalry, 500 Morattoes, 1 000 Sepoys, and four field-pieces, 
leaving Mr. Bufly with the main body at Trivatore, as the mofl: 

' central 



Book XII. T H E C A R N A T^I C. 

central fituation, at hand to join his own divifion, if the Englilh army i 760. 
flaould march after it; or ready to oppofe and interrupt them, if they 
fliould go againfl: Arcot, in order to divert the ficge of Vandivafli. 

On the 14th in the evening, Colonel Coote received intelligence 
of Mr. Lally’s arrival at Vandivafli, and the next day marched 
with his whole force from Conjeveram, crofling the Paliar to the 
s. E. inftead of following the enemy by the longer, but better road 
of Trivatore. On the 1 7th, they arrived, and encamped near Ou- 
tramalore. This fituation, lying half-way in the road between 
Vandivafli and Chinglapett, fecured the communication with this 
place, and from hence with Madrafs: it like wife had Carangoly in 
its rear to the left. The fort at Outramalore having long been ne- 
^efled, was open in leveral parts from top to bottom of the wall ; 
but was a much more defenfible repofitory for the ftores and baggage 
of the army, than any jiofl: in the open plain. 

Captain Sherlocke kept 30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the foutli 
pettah of Vandivafli, which Mr. Lally attacked at three in the 
morning with all his infantry, in two divifions: the one, in which 
the Europeans were marines from the fquadron, was allotted to the 
weflern rampart, and only intended to make a diverfion during the 
real attack on the oppofite ; where the Europeans were of Lally’s 
regiment, and led by himfelf. Both divifions were difeovered and 
fired upon before they gained the foot of the wall; and the marines, 
unufed to fuch feiwices, broke, and ran round to Mr. Lally’s divifion, 
who, fuppofing them enemies, fired upon them until the miftake 
was difeovered. Nothing more was attempted until eight o’clock 
the next morning, when all the infantry in one column, with two 
field-pieces at their head, advanced againfl the fouth-fide of the 
pettah ; but the fire to which they were expofed, brought the front 
of the column to a halt without orders. Mr. Lally rode up, dif- 
mounted, and calling for volunteers, ran to the ditch, and mounted 
the wall, himfelf the firft. The whole column immediately poured 
after him; and the troops in the pettah, having no orders to defend 
it to extremity, efcaped along the ftreets, and regained the fort 
without any lofs in the retreat; in the whole defence only four or five 
had been killed ; but the enemy loft twelve Europeans, befides Se- 

4 D 2 poys, 



57 * 5 . 


iy6o. 



The War of Coromandel. Book XII. 

poys, anti more wounded of both. They immediately entrenched 
the openings of the llreets facing the fort, and began to raife a 
battery in the N. e. angle of the pettah, againft the fame tower 
which Colonel Coote had breached, and nearly on the lame ground. 

A thoufand of the Morattoes had been ordered to obferve the 
motions of the Englilh army ; but they followed nothing but plunder, 
and continued Ipreading themlelves to the north of the Paliar ; and 
as Mr, Lally never rewarded fufficicntly to encourage daring Ipies, 
the firft news he received of the approach of the Englilh army, was 
on the 17th at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr, Bufify at Trivatore, by 
which time they were arrived at Outramalore. His averfion to the 
authority, made him unwilling to accept the information as authen- 
tic; and at firft he only ordered part of the army to advance froip 
Trivatore; but, on farther intelligence, left Mr. Bufly to aft accord- 
ing to his difcretion; -who at five in the afternoon marched with the 
whole, and arrived at Vandivafli before midnight. 

The Englifti army arrived at Outramalore without provifions, and 
too much fatigued to march on, and reach Vauidivalh, before Mr. 
Buffy’s divifion had joined Mr. Tally’s there, which, otherwife, on 
their appearance, muft either have retreated, or would have ftood 
their ground vdth great inferiority and difadvantage. The horfe, as 
foon as the foot were encamped, went abroad to rummage the villages 
for provifions, and the next day the troop of hulTars fell in with 50 Mo- 
rattoes, of whom they killed one, and took twelve with their horles. 
Still the want of grain continued in the camp, and it was found 
that the renter, although he depended on Madrafs, had fold his ftore 
to fome agents, probably employed by the French, at Sadrafs; on 
which he was feized, and confined without eating, until the army 
was lupplied; and his people in a few hours brought enough for the 
immediate want, and promifed more. The fcarcity had, however, 
been no obftacle to the operations of the army; for Colonel Coote 
had refolved not to advance upon the enemy, until they were ready 
to affault Vandivafti, W'hen heftiould have bis choice of attacking 
either the troops employed againft the fort, or the army which co- 
vered them ijtt the plain. This Mr. Bufly forefaw, and again advifed 
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Mr. Lally to defift from the fiege 
to keep his whole force together, 
or retired; but Mr. Lally as before 
tlie rival he detefted, and perfifted. * 

Their battery did not open until the 20th; having waited for the 
cannon, which were brought 70 miles from the rampai ts of Val- 
dore, on carriages fent from Pondicherry. They were two eighteen, 
and two of twenty-four. By the night of the 20th the wall of the 
fauffebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelligence, marched 
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy’s litu- 
ation and the ftate of the fiege, and receiving, when near, a meflage 
from Sherlocke, that they had breached the main r am part^ went 
back, and halted at Tirimbourg, a village half way, to which he or- 
dered the main body of the army to advance without delay from 
Outramalore, but to lend their heavy baggage, for better fecurity, to 
Carangoly. They arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at fun-rile. 
Colonel Coote taking with him 1000 of the black horfe, and the 
two troops of European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced 
in front of the main body of the army, which he ordered to follow, 
but without preffing their march. 

Thediftance from Tirimbourg to Vandivafli is feven miles; the 
road leads from the n. e. to the s. w. The mountain of Vandivafh 
lies in the fame direflion, extending more than a league in length. The 
fort Hands two miles to the s. of the mountain, but nearer to the 
weftern than the eaftern end. The French army was encamped 
diredly oppofite to the caftern end of the mountain, at the diftaiice 
of three miles, and at two to the weft of the fort. The camp was 
in two lines feparated by paddy fields ; a great tank covered the left 
flank of both lines. At 300 yards in front of this tank, but a little 
on its left, was another, and farther on, likewife on. the left of 
this, another, neither more than 200 yards in circumference, and 
both dry; and the bank which furrounded the foremoft tank had 
been converted into a retrenchment, in which were mounted Ibme 
pieces of cannon, which commanded the plain in front, and flanked 
in its whole length the elplanade in front of the camp. 
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All the Morattoes were returned, and lying with their plunder 
under the foot of the mountain, extending along it towards the n. e. 
end. Their Icouts brought intelligence of the approach of Colonel 
Coote’s divifion, on w'hich all niounted, as did the European cavalry 
hi the French camp, and the whole Ijiread in different bodies acrofs 
the plain to the eaft of the mountain. Colonel Coote, wdth 200 of 
the -black ca\-alry, followed by the two companies of Sepoys, w’as 
advancing a mile in front of the reft of the cavalry, which com- 
pofed the divifion he w'as leading; and the Morattoes feat forward 
200 of their horfe, on which he halted, called up the Sepoys, and 
interfperfed them in platoons between the troops of horfe. 

The advanced body of the Morattoes neverthelefs pufhed on, but 
were flopped by the fire of the -Sepoys, before they came to the 
ufe of the fwmrd. Neverthelefs, they recovered after their wheel, 
flood till within reach of the Sepoys again, then turned again, and 
in this manner fell back to their main body, which with the French 
cavalry had gathered, and were drawn up, extending in a line to 
the eaft, from the end of the mountain; the French on the right of 
the Morattoes. 

Colonel Coote, \vhilft halting for the Sepoys, had fent off a meffen- 
ger, ordering up the body of cavalry, which were a mile behind, and 
the firft five companies of Sepoys with two of the field-pieces from the 
head of the line of infantry, to come on likewife as faft as they could 
march: the cavalry foon joined him, but more time was requifite 
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three miles off. During 
which, Colonel Coote, by continual halts, advanced very flowly; 
and the enemy’s cavalry continued on the ground they had chofen. 
At eight o’clock the detacment of Sepoys, with the guns, came 
up, when the divifion with Coote were at an afcent, which inter- 
cepted them from the fight of the enemy, who, Although they had 
perceived the cloud of march, had not diftinguifhed the two guns 
which accompanied the Sepoys, who, joined by the other two com- 
panies, formed in a line in the rear of the cavalry, with the guns 
in the center ; the two troops of European horde were in the center of 
the cavalry in the firft line. In this order the two lines advanced 

againft 
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againft the enemy, who were ftill waiting for them j but when at the 1 760. 
diftance of 200) ards, the cavalry opened from the centre, and brought 
themfelves round, divided on each wing of the Sepoys, in thefecond 
line ; and the inftant the ground was clear, the two field-pieces began 
quick firing on the enemy’s line of ca\ airy, which were fetting off to 
take advantage of the evolution making by the Englilh. The field- 
pieces were, one a twelve, the other a fix-pounder, both of brals; and 
Captain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole of the 
Company’s artillery, had come up with, and now ferved them him- 
lelf : the effeft anfwered the good-will and dexterity ; the fire was 
direded amongft the Morattoes ; and every (hot was feen to overfet 
men and horfes, which flopped their career, but not before they 
were within reach of the mulketry«of the Sepoys ; and fome of them 
on the wings had even rode in amongfl the outward of the Englilh 
cavaliy during their evolution; but the encreafing havock which fell 
amongfl them foon after, put the whole body to flight, and they 
galloped away to their camp, leaving the French cavalry alone, who 
were ad^'ancing in regular order on their right, againft whom the 
field-pieces were then direfted, which they flood for fome time, feem- 
ing to expe6l the Morattoes would rally; but feeing them entirely 
gone off, turned and went off themfelves, but ftill in order, and 
with much compofure. 

Colonel Coote advanced with his divifion to the ground they had 
* quitted, and feeing the plain clear, quite up to the French camp^ 
fent orders to his line of infantry to halt, wherefoever the order fhould 
meet them, until he returned to them himfelf. There were fome 
gaidens and other enclofures hal^ a mile to the right of the ground 
which the French cavalry had occupied, whilft drawn up in a line 
W'ith the Morattoes extending from the end of the mountain. The 
enclolures were good flielter on neceffity,and the ground beyond them 
excellent for the difplay and a6lion of the whole army, which Colonel 
Coote having reconnoitred, ordered his divifion to file off to the left, 
and to form on this ground, in the fame ordei’ as before; the cavalry 
in a line in front, the Sepoys in another behind them. 
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1760. As foon as this dirpofitioii was executed, he rode back to the 
line of infantry, which were halting, drawn up in two lines ac- 
cording to the order of battle he had iffued to the principal olEuers 
in the preceding night. He fignified his intention of leading the 
army on to a general adlion, which was received with acclamations, 
that left no doubt of the ardour of the troops to engage the enemy 
they had fo long been feeking. The plain dry, hard, and even, ad- 
mitted of their marching on in the fame order they were drawn up. 
without filing off in columns, fo that they were foon upon the 
ground where the advanced divifion were halting, when the ca\aliy 
wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line of the 
main battle, and the five companies of Sepoys took their place again 
on the right of the firft line; but the two field-pieces, ftill attended 
by Captain Barker with the two detached companies of Sepoys, kept 
, apart at fome diftance in front, but to the left of the firft line. 

' In this array the army ftood in full view of the French camp, in 
which no motions were perceived ; but no firing was heard againft 
the fort of Vandivafti. Colonel Coote having waited half an hour 
to fee the effcdl of his appearance, rode forward with fome officers 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp, whofuffered them to approach near, 
without cannonading or fending out a party of cavalry to interrupt 
them. 

The day began to wear, and Colonel Coote, as foon as he returned 
to the troops, ordered the whole to file off to the right; the infantry* 
marched in two lines at the fame parallels they had drawn up ; the 
feaggage formed a third column on the right, and the cavalry followed 
in the rear of all the three. ThSy proceeded towards the fouth fide of 
the mountain, but inclining a little towards the F rench camp. As foon 
as the firft files of the infantry came to the ftony ground which ex- 
tends from the foot of the mountain, on which the enemy’s cavalry 
could not act, the whole halted, and the tw o lines of infantry facing 
to the right, prefented themlelves again in order of battle, oppofite to 
the French camp, at the diftance of a mile and a half, but out- 
ftretching it on the tight; the baggage falling back at the lame time, 
gave place to the cavalry to relume their former ftation as the third line. 

5 Ihe 
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The Morattoes were fpread under the mountain to proteft their 1 760. 
own camjj, anti none of them ventured within reach of the two 
guns, u'hich during the march had kept on the left of the fidl line; 
but fome of the French cavalry came out to reconnoitre, and were 
driven back by their fire. The army halted fome time in this fitua- 
tion, in expeftation that the defiance would bring the French out 
of their camp ; but they ftill remained quiet ; which obliged 
Colonel Coote to profecute the reft of the operations he had me- 
ditated. 

The ground for fome diftance from the mountain, is, as under 
all others in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones and fragments 
of rock. From this rugged ground up to the fort the plain was 
occupied by rice fields. The Englifh army coafting the mountain 
until oppofite to the fort, and then making a converfion of their 
lines to the right, would immediately be formed in the ftrongeft 
of fituations ; their right protefled by the fire of the fort ; their 
left by the impaflable ground under the mountain, and with the 
certainty of throwing any number of troops, without oppofition, 
into the fort; who, fallying with the garrifon to the other fide, 
might eafily drive the enemy from their batteries in the pettah; 
from whence the whole of the Englifh army might like wife 
advance againft the French camp, with the choice of attacking 
it either on the flank, or in the rear, where the main defences, 
which had been prepared in the front of their encampment, or 
arofe from the ufual dif|3ofitions on this fide, would become en- 
tirely ufelefs. 

The Englifh army had no fooner began their march along the 
foot of the mountain, than Mr. Lally perceived the intention, with 
all the confequences of this able operation. The camp immediately 
beat to arms, and fbon after the troops were feen iffuing to occupy 
the ground in front of its line, where the field of battle had been 
previoufly marked out. 

The French cavalry, 300 riders, all Europeans, formed on the 
right; next to them were the regiment of Lorrain, 400 firelocks ; 
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1 ^6a. in the centre, the battalion of India, 700 ; next to them Lally’s, 
400, whole left were under the retrenched tank, in which were 
]iOited the marines or troop-"; from the Iquadron, with Poete's from 
Ganjam, in all 300, with four il^kl-pieces. Between the retrench- 
ment and Laily’i. were three, tlie fame number between Lally’s- 
and India, India anrl Lorrain, Lorrain and the cavalr}- ; in all 1 5 
pieces. Four hundred of the Sepoys of Hyder Juitg, whom Mr. 
Bully- had brought from Cudapah, polled at the tank in the 

rear of the retrenched tank were the marines were, whom they 
■were to iupport on oceaiion ; 900 Sepoys were ranged behind a 
ridge which ran along the front of the camp ; and at each extremity 
of this ridje was a retrenchment guarded by 50 Europeans, w'hich 
covered the entrances into the cam]>. The vrhole force drawn out, 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery, v-as 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Se- 
poys : 150 Europeans and 300 Sepoys continued at the batteries 
againft Vandivalh; but none of the Morattoes, although 3000, left 
the ground and prote6lion of their own camp to affilt their allies 
in this decilive hour. 

The fight of the French army ifluing into the open plain gave 
Colonel Coote all he intended by the preceding operations of the day. 
He inllantly halted his lines, which had ad\'anced fome v. ay along 
the foot of the mountain. Facing as foon as thev halted, the two 
firll lines were in order of battle, oppofite, but obliquely, to the 
enemy. The baggage was lent back under the efcort of two com- 
panies of Sepoys, to a village in the rear, and tlie cavalry as before, 
took their place in the third line. 

The Englilh army confilled of loco Europeans, of whom 80 
were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, 1250 black horfe, and 26 field-pieces. 
In the firfi: line were Coote’s regiment on the right, the Company’s 
two battalions in the centre. Draper’s on the lefty but all without 
their grenadiers; and 1800 Sepoys were equally divided on the right 
and left of the Europeans in this line ; in the intei^ als of w'hich 
were 10 pieces of cannon, three on each fide of the Company’s bat- 
talions, and two between Coote’s and Draper’s and the Sepovs. la 
the iecond line were all the grenadiers of the army, 300, with a field- 
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piece next, and beyond 200 Sepo} s on each of their flanks : the ca- 1 760. 
valry formed the third line ; the 80 Europeans, as before, in the 
centre of the black horfe ; the two field-pieces with the two com- 
panics of Sepoys of the morning ftill continued apart, advanced as 
before a little on the left of the firft line. 

As the Englifh army were marching up, and 'before they were 
within cannon Ihot, INIr. Lally, putting himfelf at the head of the 
European cavalry on the right, fet off with them, and taking a 
large fweep on the plain, came down, intending to fall upon 
the horfe of the Englifh army, which made their third line. 

The black horfe, who were nine-tenths of this body, pretended to 
wheel, in order to meet the enemy’s, but purpofely confufed them- 
felves fo much, that Ibme went off immediately, which gave a 
pretext to the refl to follow them, and the 80 Europeans were left 
alone, who faced and drew up properly to receive the charge, rely- 
ing on better afliftance. As loon as the intention of Mr. Lally was 
underftood, the divifion of Sepoys on the left of the firft line 
were ordered to fall back in an angle from the front, ready to take 
the enemy’s cavalry in flank as they' were approaching, but per- 
formed the evolution with lb little firmnels, that little hope was en- 
tertained of any execution from their fire ; but Captain Barker with 
the two guns of the feparate detachment, had watched, and di- 
refting his own by the movement of the enemy, was within point 
blank of them juft before they were oppofite and riding in on the flank 
and rear of the horfe, where only the European were ready to opjiole 
them, for all the black were gone. In left than a minute the quick 
filing of the two guns brought down ten or fifteen men or horfes, 
which, as ufual, threw the next to them, and they the whole, into^ 
confufion; and the horfes growing every moment wilder, all turned 
and went off on the full gallop, leaving Mr. Lally, as he aflerts, 
fingly alone. If fo, he could not have ftaid long where he was, for 
the European horfe, on feeing the enemy’s check, w'ere advancing ; 
and many of the black, encouraged by the fecurity, were returning, 
and the whole foon after fet off after the enemy, whom they purfued 
in a long courfe quite to the rear of their camp. 
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The Englifh army halted ten minutes in attention to this attack, 
during v.hich the French line cannonaded, but beyond the proper 
difraucc Cvcn for ball, and neverthelels often fired grape, and neither 
\\ ith any effedi. The Englifli did not begin to anfwer until nearer, 
and then percci\ing their ov.n fire much better direfled, halted in 
order to preferve this advantage, as long as the enemy permitted it 
to continue, by not adv ancing from the front of their camp. Mr. 
Lally retiring from the Englilh ca\ airy, and deferted by his own, 
rejoined his line of infantiy, which he found fulfering, and with 
much impatience, from the Englifli cannonade ; his own impetuo- 
fity concurred w'ith their cagernefs to be led to immediate decifion, 
and he ga\ e the ord^r to ad\ a ice. The Englifh line was not dire6lly 
ojipofite to the front of the French, but flanting outwards from 
their left, which rcqiiiicd the French troops on this fide to advance 
much lefs than thofe of their right, who had more ground to wheel, 
in order to bring the whole line parallel to that of the Englilh. 

Colonel Coote feeing the enemy coming on gave the final orders 
to his own. None but the Europeans of the firft and fecond lines 
were to advance any farther. The Sepoys on the wings of both, 
and the cavalry in the third line, were to continue w'here they were 
left, and to take no lhare in the battle, until they Ihould hereafter 
receive orders how to afl. 

The enemy began the fire of mulketry at one o’clock, but Colonel 
Coote intended to refrain until nearer; neverthelels the company of 
Cofirees, which was inlerted in one of the Company’s battalions, 
gave their fire without the order of their officers, and it was with 
difficulty that the irregularity was prevented from extending. Co- 
lonel Coote was at this time paffing from the right to the left 
to join his own regiment, and received two or three Ihot in his 
deaths from the fire of the Coffrees. As foon as he arrived at his 
regiment they began, and the fire became general through the whole 
line. 

Coote’s had only fired twice, when Lorrain formed in a column 
twelve in front: the operation is fimple and was expeditious. 
Colonel Coote made no change in the dilpofition of his regiment, 
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but orderwj the whole to preferve their next fire ; which Lorrain 1 760. 
coming on almoft at a run, received at the diftance of 50 yards in 
their front and on both their flanks; it fell heavy, and brought 
down many, but did not flop the column. In an inftant the two 
regiments were mingled at the pufli of bayonet ; thole of Coote’s 
oppofite the front of the column were immediately borne down, but 
the reft, far the greateft part, fell on the flanks, when every man 
fought only for himl’elf, and in a minute the ground was Ipread 
with dead and wounded, and Lorrain having juft before fuffered frona 
the refei\ed fire of Coote’s, broke, and ran in dilbrder to regain the 
camp. Colonel Coote ordei'ed his regiment to be reftored to order 
before they purfued, and rode himfelf to fee the ftate of the reft of 
the line. 

As he was palling on, a Ihot from one of the guns with Draper’s 
regiment, ftruck a tumbril in the retrenched tank on the left of 
Lally’s, where the marines were pofted, and the explofion blew up 
80 men, many of whom, with the chevalier Poete, were killed dead, 
and moft of the others mortally hurt. All who were near, and had ef- 
caped the danger, fled in the firft impulfe of terror out of the retrench- 
ment, and ran to gain the camp by the rear of Lally’s, and were joined 
in the way by the 400 Sepoys at the tank behind, who, although 
they had fuffered nothing, likewife abandoned theii* poft. Colonel 
Coote on the explofion, fent orders fay his aid de camp Captain Izer, 
to Major Brereton, to advance with the whole of Draper’s regiment, 
and take polfelfion of the retrenched tank before the enemy reco- 
vered the confufion which he judged the explofion muft have caufed; 
as in this fituation they would command, under cover, the flank of 
Lally’s regiment. The ground on w'hich Draper’s was ftanding oppo- 
fite to Lally’s when the order came, obliged them, in order to prevent 
Lally’s from enfilading, or flanking them as comingdown, to file off by 
the right. Mr. Bully, who commanded on this wing, had before en- 
deavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom he bad recovered 50 or 60, 
and adding to them two platoons of Lally’s, led and pofted them in 
the tank, and then returned to lupport them with the regiment. 

But Brereton’s files kept wheeling at a diftance, and moving at the 
quickeft pace, lufFered little from their fire, and coming upon the 
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1 760. left of the retrenchment, alTaulted it impetuoufly, and carried it after 
receiving one fire of much execution from the troops within, under 
w'hich Major Brercton fell mortally wounded, and hen fallen re- 
fufed the affiflance of the men next him, but bid them follow their 
vidtory. The firft of Draper’s who got into the retrenchment fired 
down from the parapet upo!i the guns on the left of Tally’s, and 
drove the gunners from them; uhilft the reft, being many more 
than required to maintain the jjoft, formed, and fhouldered under it, 
extending on the plain to the left to j)rcvent the regiment of Tally, 
if attempting to recover the poft, from embracing it on this fide. 
Mr. Bufly wheeled the regiment of Tally, and fent off platoons from 
its left, to regain the retrenchment, whilft the reft were oppofed to 
the divifion of Draper’s on the plain. But the platoons adled faint- 
ly, only fkirmifhing with their fire inftead of coming to the clofe 
aflault. The adlion like wife continued only with mufketry, but 
warmly, between the two diviftons on the plain, until the two field- 
pieces, attached to the right of Draper’s, which they had left be- 
hind when marching to attack the retrenchment, were brought to 
bear on the flank of Tally’s, who had none to oppofe them; on 
which their line began to waver, and many were going off. Mr. 
Bufly, as the only chance of reftoring this part of the battle, put 
himfelf at their head, intending to lead them to the pufh of bayo- 
net, but had only advanced a little way when his horfe was ftruck 
with a ball in the head, and floundering at every ftep afterwards, 
he difmounted ; during which the fire from Draper’s had continued, 
of which two or three balls pafled through his deaths, and when 
he alighted only 20 of Tally’s had kept near him, the reft had 
Ihrunk. Two platoons fet off on the full run from Draper’s to 
furround them : the officer demanded and received Mr. Bufly’s 
fword, and lent him with a guard into the rear; he was con- 
duced to Major Monfbn, who had wheeled three companies of 
the grenadiers of the fecond line, and was halting with them 
and their field-pieces at fome diftance, ready if rieceflary to flip- 
port the event of Draper’s. Mr. Bufly afked who the troops he 
few were; and was anfwered 200 grenadiers, the beft men in 

the 
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the army, who had not fired a lliot; he clafped his hands in fur- 
prize and admiration, and faid not a woid. 

During the conflict on this fide, the two centers, v'hich w^ere 
compofed of tlie troops of the two Eaft India Compan} ’s, had kept 
up a hot, but diftant fire; neither chufing to rifque clofer decifion 
until they faw the event between Diaper’s and Lally’s; but as fbon 
as Lally’s broke, the enemy’s center went off likewife, but in better 
Older, although in hafte, to regain their camp. Many of Coote’s, 
in the firfl: fury of vidlory, had purfued their antagonifts of Lorrain 
tip to the retrenchment, by which the fugitives entered the camp : 
they might have fuifered by this rafiinefs, if the guard there, as 
well as the neareft Sepoys along the ridge, had not taken fright, 
and abandoned their polls on feeing the rout of Lorrain. It took 
feme time to bring the purfuers back to their colours, when the 
officers, fending off the wounded, formed the reft into their ranks, 
and afterwards only made the appearance of advancing, whilft 
the reft of the battle remained in doubt, left Lorrain with the Se- 
poys fhould rally; to prevent which the four field-pieces on the left 
kept up an inceffant fire plunging into the camp» 

As fbon as the other wing and the center of the enemy’s army gave 
way, their oppoiients, the Company’s battalion and Draper’s regiment 
got into order, and with Coote’s, who were ready, advanced to the 
purfuit, leaving their artillery behind. They entered the enemy’s 
camp without meeting the leaft oppofition. India and Lally’s had 
palTed through it haftily to the other fide, although not in rout as 
Lorrain’s before. Mr. Lally, after the roxit of Lorrain, rode away 
to join his own regiment on the left, but on the way law the ex- 
plofion of the tumbril at the reti’enched tank, the dilperfion of the 
marines in this poll, and the flight of the Sepoys out of the tank 
behind. He was in this inftant near, and intended to Ijaeak to Mr. 
Buffy, but turned fiiddenly, and ordered the Sepoys ftationed along 
the ridge in front of the camp to advance. None obeyed; and moft 
of them being thole of Zulphacarjung who had ferved with Mr. 
Bufly in the Decan, he rafhly lulpe6led treachery, and, unable to 
controul the impulle of diftraftion, rode into the camp to flop the 
fugitives of Lorrain. 
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1760. The whole body of the French cavalry, near 300, who were all 
Europeans, appeared on the plain in the rear of the camp to which 
they had retreated, follou'cd bv the cavalry of the Englifli army, 
vvhol'e encounter they had hitherto avoided by abler evolutions : fb 
that neither of thefe two bodies had been within fight of the brunt 
between the two infantries. The French cavalry chanced to be near 
enough to fee the flight of Loirain through the camp, and, animated 
by a fenfe of national honour, refolved to proteft them, if, as might be 
expedled, they fliould endeavour to efcape ftill farther by gaining the 
plain. In this purpofe they united their fquadrons, and drew up 
in the rear of the camp, and in face of the Englifti cavalry, of whom 
the black horfe, awed by their refolution, dared not, and the European 
were too few, to charge them. This unexpected fuccour probably pre- 
vented the utter difperfioii of the French army. There were in the 
rear of the camp three field-pieces with their tumbrils of ammuni- 
tion ; at which the fugitives of Lorrain, encouraged by the appear- 
ance of the cavalry, flopped, and “yoked them. Thefe proteftions 
reflored confidence to Tally’s and the India battalion as they arrived, 
like wife ‘beaten from the field. They fet fire to the tents and un- 
dangerous flores near them, and the whole filed off into the plain 
in much better order than their officers expefted. The three field- 
pieces kept in the rear of the line of infantry, and behind them 
moved the cavalry. They palled to the weftward, and when oppo- 
fite to the pettahs of Vandivalh were joined by the troops, who 
had continued at the batteries there, which they abandoned, leaving 
all the flores and baggage, and received no interruption from the 
garrifon as they were going off. The Morattoes, who were under 
the mountain when the cannonade began, intended not only to 
proteft their own camp, but to fall upon the baggage of the 
Englilh army; but when they few the whole body of Sepoys 
remaining in the rear of the aChon, were deterred from advancing 
to the village, to which the baggage was fent ; and having their own 
all ready loaded on their bullocks, fent off the whole train to the 
weftward foon after the cannonade commenced ; and with the firfl 
■notice from their fcouts of the rout of Lorrain, began to go off 
2 themfelves. 
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themfelves. Their rout led them acrofs the way, along which the 1760. 
French Averc retreating; whom 700 of them joined and accompanied, 

Colonel Coote lent lepealcd oiders to his ca\ali} to harafs and im- 
pede the reticat of the French line. They followed them five miles 
until five in the afternoon, but the black borfe could not be brought 
up within reach of the carbines of the French cavalry, and much 
lell of theii field-pieces. The brunt of the day palled intirely between 
the Europeans of both armies, the black troops of neither had any 
part in it, aftci the cannonade commenced. The commandants of 
the Englilli Sepoys complimenting Colonel Coote on the vidlory, 
thanked him for the fight of Inch a battle as they had never feen. 

Tw'enty-four pieces of cannon were taken, 19 in the field and 
camp, and five in the battery againll; Vandivalh, ii tumbrils of 
ammunition, all the tents, llores, and baggage, that w'ere not 
burnt. Tw'o hundred of the Europeans were counted dead in the 
field, and 1 60 were taken, of whom 30 died of their wounds be- 
fore the next morning ; fix of the killed, and 20 of the prilbners, 
were officers: wounded continually dropt on the road; lb that 
the immediate diminution of the enemy’s force was computed 
600 men. Of the Englilli army, 63 Europeans were killed, 
and 124 wounded, in all 190; of this number, 36 of the killed, 
and 1 6 of the wounded, belonged to the Company’s battalions, 1 7 
and 66 to Draper’s, 13 and 36 to Coote’s regiment; four of the Eu- 
ropean horfe, and two of the artillery, were wounded, but none 
of either killed. Of' the black troops, 1 7 of the horfe were killed, 
and 32 wounded: in all, 22 and 47: of the Sepoys only 6 and 15. 

, The killed, as well in the European as the black troops, was, although 
not in the different bodies, one half of the number wounded, a propor- 
'tion on the whole which rarely happens, excepting as in this aftion, 
by cannonade. 

The firfi; news of the vidlory was brought to Madrafs at fun-rife 
the next morning by one of the black fpies of the Englifli camp. 

At noon came in another, with a note of two lilies, written with 
a pencil, by Colonel Coote on the field of battle; other accounts 
followed, and foon after eye-witnelTes. The joy which this fuc- 
cefs diffufed throughout the fettlement, was almoft equal to that of 
VoL. II. 4 F Calcutta 
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Calcutta on the vidlory at Plafley. Their congratulations to Colonel 
Coote and the army were abuzidant as their joy. 

'I'he day after the battle fcarcely fufficed for the \ aricty of orders 
necefiary to reftore the army to its ftrength, and to make the dilpo- 
litions, by which Colonel Coote, with his ufual adlivity, refolved 
to profecute his lliccefs. Captain Wood was ordered to advance 
with his garrifon from Covrepauk, and imeft the fort of Arcot ; 
Lieutenant Chilholm to lend to CovreiDauk the lick and invalids 
left by the army at Conjeveram: Madrals was requeued to lend 
to Conjeveram the recovered men of the King’s regiments left 
in their hofpital, together with {lores, battering cannon, and 
ammunition : this line was meant to hiftain the liege of Arcot. 
Whatfoever other troops could be fpared from Madrals 'vv’'ere 
to be lent to Vandivalh, with medicines and conveniences for 
the wounded there. The baggage at Outramalore was ordered to 
rejoin the army; a letter was written to Innis Khan, adviling him 
to quit the province, with all his Morattoes, without delay, or 'that 
no quarter would be given to any of them wherefoever met. Or- 
ders were ifliied for 1 000 of the black horfe to march to the Ibuth ; 
200 fet off immediately to plunder and lay wafte the country be- 
tween Allamparvah and Pondicherry; the next day, which was 
the 25th, 800 with 20 of the huflars, under the command of Vaf- 
ferot, marched with the fame intent againll the dillridls between 
Pondicherry and Gingee, and were to adl in correlpondence with 
the other detachment. 

The French army reached Chittapett the next day, where they 
only remained the day after; and then Mr. Lally, without rein- 
forcing the garrilbn, fell back with all the European force, to 
Gingee, lending the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung, of whom he had 
Hill fufpicious, although Mr. Bully was taken, to aft under the 
commandant at Arcot, and advifed the Morattoes to renew their in- 
curlions to the north of the Paliar. Colonel Coote, on intellisence 
of Mr. Lally’s retreat, and the little care he had taken of Chitta- 
pett, refolved to attack this place before he marched againll Arcot. 
The baggage from Outramalore, waiting for Ibme llores from 
Chinglapett, did not arrive until the 26th. In the lame evening, a 
6 detachment 
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detachment marched from Vaadivafh, and the next morning in- 1760. 
\ efted Chlttapett, when the commandant, De Tilly, refufed to lur- 
render. On the 28th, the whole army encamped within cannon- 
fliot, and the commandant ftill perfifting in his refulal, a battery of 
two eighteen-pounders was ereded in the nig^'t, againft the n. e. 
angle, and a howitz was planted in the pettah, to enfilade the north 
line of the rampart. Tlie fire opened at five the next morning, 
and the breach was nearly pra 61 :icable by eleven, when a flag of 
truce appeared, and De Tdly furrendered w'ithout terms. The 
garrifon confifted of four commiffioned officers, and 52 private Eu- 
ropeans, with 300 Sepoys. In the hofpitals were 73 Europeans, 
wounded in the late battle. The artillery were nine pieces of can- 
non; the ftore of ammunition was confiderable, and amongfl: the 
arms were 300 excellent mulkets, which Avere diftributed amongfl: 
the Englifh Sepoys. The ganifon reported, that a party, with two 
field-pieces, were marching from Arcot and Gingee, having taken 
the round-about road by Arni and Trinomalee; on which Captain 
Stephen Smith was detached, with 200 black horfe, and two com- 
panies of Sepoys, to intercept them. 

In the mean time, the horfe fent to the fouthwai d had performed 
their miffion with great alacrity, having burnt 84 villages, and fwept 
away 8000 head of cattle, many of which were of thole the Mo- 
rattoes had taken on the north of the Paliar, and fold to whomlb- 
cver would buy them, at four-pence a head. The whole colledlion 
was driven under different convoys to Vandivalh, Carangoly, and 
Outramalore, and more than reftored the number which thele 
diftridls had loft. Befides what they had Ibid, they had driven 
away a great multitude of the beft cattle into the vallies leading 
from Lalliput to Damalcherri, which they intended to fend, with 
the reft of their booty, to their own country on the other fide the 
hills ; but the menaces and fuccels of Colonel Coote raifed appre- 
henfions in Innis Khan, that he might rifque the lofs of this 
plunder^ if he continued any longer in the province. He therefore 
quitted- Arcot, with all his Morattoes, on the lame day that Chit- 
tapett furrendered; and continued his march through the pafs, from 

4 F 2 ' - whence 
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hence he wrote to JNIr. Pigot, that he (hould at any time here- 
attcr be ready to wait on him with his troops, if they could agree 
upon the terms. 

On the 30th, intelligence was received from Captain Wood, that 
he had marched with his garrilbn of Covrepauk to Arcot, and found 
the Sepoys of Zulf)hacarjung ftrongly polled in the flreets of the 
town; he neverthclcfs attacked them, and after much firing drove 
them from their Hands, with confiderable lofs on their fide, and 
little on his own. They retreated out of the town, as the garrifon in 
the fort did not want their fervice. On the 3 ift, the army, which had 
moved by two fuccelTn’e divifions, encamped near Arni, where they 
v»'ere rejoined by the detachment fent with Captain Stephen Smith, 
w'ho had taken the party they had been lent after, which was much 
lei's than had been reprefented, conliiling only of 20 Europeans 
and 50 Sepoys, efcorting two brafs field-pieces, which Mr. Lally 
had ordered from Arcot. Captain Smith had like wife picked up 
three commiflaries, who were travelling to Pondicherry in their 
pallankeens. 

The next day, which was the firfl of February, Colonel Coote, 
with the firfi: divifion of the army, joined Captain Wood in the 
town of Arcot, having left the fecond w'ith Major Monlbn, to attack 
Timery, which lies in the road. This fort being very fmall, al- 
though w'ell built, only fhells were fired, which before the evening 
reduced the garrifon to furrender : they were one ferjeant con>- 
^manding 20 foldiers, and 60 Sepoys, with five pieces of cannon. 
The next day Major Monfon arri\ ed at Arcot, and all immediately 
fet to work in ereCiing batteries, for w'hich Captain Wood had pre- 
pared the materials, and had nearly finifhed one on the north face of 
the fort. 

The defences of the fort had been greatly improved fince it was 
defended by Captain Clive, againft Rajalifahib, in 1752. TheEnglifli 
had contributed moft; but the French finifhed what was intended, 
but left undone by them, when they abandoned the fort on Mr. 
Tally’s approach to Madrafs. The ditch was moftLy in the folk! 
rock, and had every where been dug to man height: the fauffebray 
2 was 
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was clear, but open ; being neither Ikirted with a parapet-wall, nor 
exen with a palifade : a glacis, and a covered-way, had been carried 
round the fort; and from the center of the north-fideof the covered- 
way projefted a ftrpng ravelin, mounting fix. guns, round which' 
the glacis was continued; agate with a draw-bridge communicated, 
with this ravelin: the narrow rampart of the old wall had in many 
I)lace3 been widened, and ramps raifed to It, for the ready running' 
up of cannon ; each of the towers, of which there were twe:ity- 
two, was rendered capable of a gun of any fize, thofe at the lour 
angles would admit three, and the platforms of the two gateways 
more. The extent of the fort from the wefiiern to the eallern fide is- 
nearly 8oo yards; the eaftern face 350; but the fouthern wall, re- 
ceding as it firetches to the eafiward, reduces the eaftern face to 
260 yaids, of which 50 are occupied in the middle by a gate-way^ 
and the main rampart on this face had only the two towers in the 
angles. 

Two batteries were raifed to the Eaft; one, of three embrafiires- 
in the front of fome houfes, handing at the diftance of 360 yards,, 
nearly oppofite to the rampart between the gateway and the tower 
in the angle on its right; and was intended to. breach" in the interval: 
the other battery was on the left of this, but i ooyards nearer ; it mount- 
ed only two. guns, of which, one was to difmantle the tower , in the 
angle to the right of the gateway, and the other the angle on the right 
of the gatev/ay itfelf. A battery of three guns was railed to the 
Ibuth, nearly oppofite the s. w. angl^of the fort, and bore upon the 
lower in this angle, and the two next to the eallward. This battery 
was at the diftance of 200 yards, where a. few houles gave Ihelter 
to the guards, and covered the workmen in the outfet of the ap.^ 
proaches. The fourth battery was that raifed by Captain Wood on 
the north; it was to the left of the ravelin, at the diftance of 200 
yards, and mounted two guns, which were toplunge.oyer the ravelin, 
in order to break the drawbridge behind, by which the ravelin com- 
municated acrcfs the ditch with the body of the fort; ', but this batr 
tery was of little ufe becaufe it enfiladed no part of the rampart,, 
and the ravelin it fired upon bore only .one gun againft the twO' 

batteries: 
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batteries to the eaftwaril, and, in cafe the bridge fliould be broke, 
the guard would be withdrawn into the fort, where their fervice, 
if the breach fliould be aflaulted, would be of more detriment than 
their continuance in the ravelin ; and the battery was employed only 
becaufe it was ready. 

On the 3d and 4th, whilfl: the batteries were conflirudling, the 
garrifon threw many fliells to interrupt the work, but no men were 
•hurt by them. On the 5th, all the three batteries opened; and the 
garrilbn ftill continuing their fliells, returned likewife on all fides 
with more cannon than fired upon them ; and a foldier was killed 
on the N. E. attack, and four artillery-men to the fouth. On the 
6th, the enemy difmounted two guns in the battery of three to the 
eaft, in which two Europeans were killed and two wounded, and 
two were likewife wounded at the fouth battery. This day, 200 
cohorn-fliells arrived from Madrafs, inftead of eight-inch fliells for 
the howitz, wliich'vt'’as the only piece of bombarding artillery with 
the army; no powder came with the fliells; and from the defence, 
the flock in camp feemed likewife to be exhaufled before the place 
could be opened to aflault; and fhot grew equally fcarce. Four 
hundred bullocks were therefore fent off to bring a fupply of both 
from Madrafs, with two eighteen-pounders to replace the two which 
had been difmounted. In the night between the 6th ard the 7th, 
.the army began their approaches from both attacks. On the 7th, 
two eighteen-pounders arrived from Chinglapett ; but from the want 
of ferviceable bullocks they weee accompanied by only 50 fhot, and 
50 barrels of powder expelled with them were flill lagging on the 
road. From the preceding to the prefent evening, only one man 
was killed, and two wounded. The approaches were pufhed on all 
night; and the next day, which was the eighth of the month, ar- 
rived the powder from Chinglapett, and a quantity w^ difeovered 
buried in one of the houfes of the town; but all the fhot were 
fo nearly expended, that, at four in the afternoon. Colonel Coote 
heat a parley, in order to get time to pick up what the enemy had 
fired. The French officer. Captain Hufly, accepted the meflage, 
which was a fiimmons to furrender, as -he could expefl no fuc- 
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coufs ; he aiifwered, that not a man had been killed in the fort ; 
but that he was willing to furrender it, if not relieved before, 
at the end of fix days, on condition the garrifon Ihould be free, 
have the honours of war, and retire to Pondicherry. This to and 
fro lafted two hours, when the firing was renewed until dark. The 
lofs this day was only one man killed, and two wounded. In the 
night, the trenches to the s. were puflied on with much diligence, 
and the garrilbn employed every means to interrupt their progrefs, 
cannon and fhells from the body of the place, mulketry, grenades,., 
and fire-balls, which fet on fire the blinds, gabions, and falcines of- 
the advancing fap, daiigeroufly wounded Enfign Macmahon, who. 
conduced it, killed one, and wounded ten more of the men eni- 
ployed. Neverthelefs, the fap before the morning was very near 
the foot of the glacis. With the day, which was the 9th,. the. bat- 
teries, having received Ibme more fiiot from Chinglapett, continued,, 
and by noon their fire had opened both breaches- to fix feet of the 
bottom of the rampart; and had difmantled the towers that flanked, 
them ; but fldll the ditch remained to be filled, and no lodgement 
was yet made in the covered-way.- Great therefore was the furprize,. 
to fee a flag, followed by a voluntary offer of hirrendering the next 
day, if allowed the honours of war; which, as before, implied- 
that the garrifon were not to be made prilbnersk. Colonel Coote re- 
fiifed ; and foon after came another letter,, offering as the condition,, 
that they might all retire to Pondichery on their paroles not to- 
ferve again. Colonel Coote replied, that he fhou Id allow the officers 
and. men whatsoever belonged to them, and good treatment; but re- 
ferved the right of difpofing of their perfbns : at the fame time, he 
invited the commandant to flipper, who came. The fort was clofely 
flirrounded during the night, to prevent any of the garrifon from, 
efcaping ; and early the next morning, the grenadiers of the army 
took poffeffion of the gates. The garrifon confifled of ii officers,, 
three of whom were captains, and Z36 foldiers and artillery- men, . 
in all 247 Europeans, and nearly the fame number «f Sepoys. The ar- 
tillery were 4 mortars, and %z pieces of cannon, of which fome 
were eighteen-pounders ; there was likewifo a plentiful flock of 
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ammunition, and military ftores of all kinds. The batteries muft 
have ceafed -firing the next day, until convoys arrived; the garrifou 
had not loft tliree men, and the fort might have held out ten days 
longer before the aftault by ftorra could be rilqued. They exte- 
nua-ted the early furrender by the certainty of not being relieved. 
It required the refpite of fome days to refit the Avear and tear which 
the army had endured during the activity of the late operations ; for 
all the carriages were (battered, all die men u anted clothing, and 
all the bullocks were fore. 

Colonel Coote, in confideration of Mr. Buffv’s generofity to the 
Englilh fadtoi-y when he took Vizagapatam, had permitted him to 
repair to Pondicherry from the field of battle, immediately after he 
was taken. He arrived there the next day, and reprefented the defeat as 
far from irretrievable. On the 25 th in the evening, came in Mr. 
Lally, and the troops were following from G ingee to Valdore. His 
ill fuccefs, and the abandoning the field, rendered him ftill more 
odious than ever. No invedlive, howfoever unjuft, was fpared. 
Cowardice borrowing courage from drunkennefs was imputed as the 
caufe of wrong difpofitions, redreffed by worfe, until the battle was 
loft, and the retreat to Pondicheriy as a defign to lofe the city, in 
revenge for the univerfal deteftation in which he was held. 

Neverthelefs, the heft ability and will w'ould have been perplexed 
what meafure to purfue after the defeat. The neceffity of reflirnilh- 
ing the army with the ftores and artillery they had loft, would alone 
have required them to fall back near to Pondicherry ; and the pro- 
tetSlion of the diftridls in the rear of Alamparwah and Gingee now 
became of great concernment; for fince the lo(s of Mafulipatam of 
the northern provinces, and of their fettlements in Bengal, very little 
grain in proportion to the former importations had been brought 
to Pondicherry by fea; and the diftrefles for money to anlwer more 
immediate calls had hitherto prevented the government from laying 
in a ftore of provifions ; (b that their greateft refource at this time 
was from the harvefts in thefe -deftrifts, which was ripe and gather- 
ing in. 

The interruptions continually oppofed by the garrifbn of Tritchi- 
nopoly to the French troops remaining in the ifland Seringham, had 
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prevented the controllers, appointed to manage thefe diftridts, from 
collefting enough to defray the expcnces of the late expedition, 
although the revenues, if unmoleftcd, would have furniflied 
more: Mr. Lally had ordered the v/hole to return, and ex- 
pe 61 :ed they would join him before Vandivalh. They were, befides 
the 300 Europeans in Seringham, two detachments lately fent from 
Pondicherry, with Ilores and ammunition, who were arrived, and 
halting at Utatore. The manager appointed to collect the revenues, 
who was a counfellor of Pondicherry, thought .that matters would 
mend, when he Ihould be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore, 
and ventured to difobey the orders. The Nabob and Captain Jofeph 
Smith at Tritchinopoly refolved, as the belt means of preventing- 
the arrival of the detachments, to get poffeflion of the fortified pagoda 
of Pitchandah, on the farther bank of the Coleroon, which terminates 
the only high road leading from Samiaveram and Utatore into the 
Ifland of Seringham. The pagoda was reported to be garrifoned only 
by a company of Sepoys, with a few Europeans. Accordingly Cap- 
tain Richard Smith, who was recovered of his wound, crofTed the 
river on the 28th of December, and took the command of the coun- 
try troops, and thole from the garrilbn, which had continued at 
Samiaveram fia^the defeat of the French party, which had ad- 
vanced a few da*before. Early the next morning. Captain Joleph 
Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade 
the pagoda of Seringham from acrols the Caveri, in order to divert 
the French troops from lending a reinforcement to Pitchandah; for 
the attack of which, his fire upon Seringham was to be the fignal. 
The troops from Samiaveram were in time on their ground near 
Pritchandah. The two field-pieces which were to beat down the 
gate were in the road; the oxen were call: off from them, and they 
were to be dragged the reft of the way, which was 50 yards, to a 
choultry within fix yards of the gate. The troops were not difeo- 
vered until they had got under the wall, and were fixing the fcaling- 
laddcrs: the garrifon, more numerous than fuppofed, fired hotly 
from the walls, and efpecially on the field-pieces. Moll of the Eu- 
ropeans m the detachment were foreigners, and none of thofe employed 
in bringingon the field-pieces liked the lervice; and to encourage them, 
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Captain Smith and Lieutenant liorne pulled themfelves at the guns; 
their example brought more aliiftance : but of ton, who were at the 
r^ua with Smith, two were fliot dead, and three wounded, before they 
got them into the choultry, when a few rounds brought down the 
gate\\'ay ; in this inftant Captain Smith received a ball under his 
fhoulder, which totally difabled him. Lieutenant Horne then took his 
place and endeavoured to lead the men to the alfault, but the detach- 
ment had fuifered lb Icverely that none would follow him; he, how- 
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bring off the wounded, and the 
two mins. Soon after, a certa.in account was received of the ftreno'th of 
the French parties atUtatore,whichaj)peared an overmatch for the dif- 
pirited troops at Samiaveram: nor could Tritchinopoly fpare a rein- 
forcement equal to what the French troops in the ifland might then 
fafely fend to aft in conjunftion with thole coming from Utato re; the 
whole detachment at Samiaveram were therefore recalled, and ar- 
rived the fecond of Februai'v at Tritchinopoly. Their retreat re- 
lieved the French troops in the pagoda of Seringham from 
great diftrefs; for they had little ammunition left, and ftraight- 
ened towards the Ca^■eri by the garrilbn of Tritchinopoly, and 
on the other tide of the Coleroon by parties from the en- 
campment at Samia-s eram, they could neither ■va^ure out to leek, 
nor the country people to bring them in provifioni^fo that all their 
fubliftence, for fcveral days, had been "what they had plundered 
from the bramins in the pagoda, whole houfes they pulled down for 
fire-w'ood to drefs the viftuals they found in them. 

The French troops at Utatore having waited for fome ftores, which 
were lagging on the road, did not arrive at Seringham until the 
8th: they were 140 Europeans, five- pieces of cannon, and 600 Se- 
poys; and brought with them a competent ftock of ammunition and 
fpare arms. A day or two after their arrival, 200 of their Euro- 
jieans, with 600 Sepoys, commanded by Hulfan Ally, marched 
againft Totcum, which had been taken for the Nabob on the 26th 
of December. The garrilbn left in it were, four companies of 
Sepoys, under the command of two European ferjeants ; all of 
whom, although there were guns in the fort, behaved very ill, and 
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furrciaderccl the place before any impreffion had been made on the 
V, alls. 

At the fame time that Mr. Lally recalled the troops from Seiing- 
ham, he likewife ordered the fort of Devieotah to be evacuated ; and 
the garrifon, ha^'ing made feveral breaches in the walls and towers, 
marched away in the beginning of February, but left a company of 
Sepo) s in the' pagoda of Atchaveram, which ftands fn c miles inland 
of De\icotah. 

Captain Jofeph Smith, on this intelligence, detached two compa- 
nies of Sepoys, under the command of ferjeant Sommers, on whole 
approach the French Sepoys at Atchaveram were reinforced by ano-^ 
ther company from the pagoda of Chilambarum, with w^hich they 
marched out, and met Sommers’s detachment on the plain, who 
routed them comj'letelv, raking five (land of their colours, with fouf* 
of tlicir officers, and, belide the Sepoys W'ho w-ere killed, many were 
drowned in the hurrv of crolling the Coleroon. Immediately after 
this encounter, Sommers proceeded, took pofieffion of Devieotah, 
and be'gau to repair the breaches. 

The news of the \i(51ory at ^''andiva^h reached Tritchinopoly on 
the 30 th of January, and cleared at once the cloud of dcfpondency 
which had or’erwhelmed the Nabob ever lince he left Madrafs to 
proceed thither. He pitched his tent, difplayed his great ftandard, 
and declared his intention of returning into the Carnatic ; but 
waited until the Fiench troops ihould be removed from Sering- 
ham ; and his wilh was foon gratified ; fur Mr. Lally, on bis 
arrival at Pondicherry, difpatched a fecond order, under the fe- ■ 
^ erefl penalties of difobedieuce, for all the troops betw'een \ ol- 
condah and Tritchinopoly to join his army without delay. They 
hoped to conceal their retreat from the garrifon of I'ritchino- 
poly, and made the preparations with all lecrecy ; but fome of 
the" Malabars employed by them were natives of this part of the 
country, who, felicitous to lecure pardon, if not favour, w'ith 
the change of gov'crnment, gave immediate ahd conftant intelli- 
gence to Captain Jofeph Smith, who made ready* to take fuch advan- 
tages as ufually occur, wdien troops retreating are purfued. The 
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1 760. whole body of the French troops were 450 Europeans and Coffrecs, 
F^u^. Sepoys ; of which 150, with the commifiary, were in the 

pagoda of JumhakifTna. The retreat was appointed at nine at night, 
on the 6 th of February; of which previous intelligence was brorfght 
to Captain Smith ; and almoft the whole garrilbn of Tritchinopoly 
were on the bank of the'Caveri, oppofite to the pagoda of Se- 
ringham, ready to move as foon as the enemy. The 'notices were 
pundlual ; and the firll divifion of the Englilh troops entered the 
fouth gate of the pagoda as the laft of the French were going out of 
the oppofite : -the reft of the Englilh troops marched round the pa- 
goda to the weft. When all were united on the north fide, they 
advanced to the bank of the Coleroon, and, when nearly oppofite to 
Pitchandah, heard the found, and thought they faw the motion of a 
line of men marching acroft them to pals the river. Capt. R. Smith, 
who led the troops of the garrifon, formed in order to receive or at- 
tack the ftrangers ; but Captain Jofeph coming up bid him not fire, 
becaufe he had oi'dered the troops of the polygar 'Fondiman, which 
had for fome time attended the garrifon, to advance between the pa- 
godas of Seringham and Jumbakiffna, and what troops they now de- 
icried might as probably be them, as a part of the enemy ; W'ho they 
really were, being thofe moving from JumbakiflTna to join their main 
body : they were loon after afeertained by a black fervaut of R. 
Smith’s, who had ftraggled into their line, and talking, was an- 
fwered in French. On which the Englilh troops immediately pro- 
ceeded, and began to enter the bed of the Coleroon, as the enemy 
.were leaving, the farther bank, who in their hurry flung away fifty 
barrels of gunpowder, which were recovered ; and they deftroyecl 
a tumbril of gun-ammunition at Pitchandah. But their line never 
flopped until. they got to Utatore. The Nabob’s horfe followed,, 
hanging in their rear, and continually picked up a deferter or a pri- 
foner, in all 30 Europeans, or Ibmething belonging to their equi- 
pages and florcs ; but the infantry, black and white, halted at Sami- 
averam until the horfe returned, which was the next day; when el 
detachment of 1000 Sepoys, and 50 Europeans, wi.^ two guns and a 
cohorn, and. part of the Nabob’s horfe, marched, under the com- 
mand 



Book XII. Tritchinopoly. Pondicherry. 

mand of Lieutenant Horne, againft Totcum and Cortalum: at the 
fame time, all the other troop,^ returned from Samiaveram to Trit- 
chinopoly ; and, befides what had been gathered in the road, brought 
in two excellent 1 8-pounders, which the enemy had left in the pa- 
goda of Seringham. The Nabob, foUcitous to make his new ap- 
pearance in the Carnatic with as much figure as poflible, requefted 
Jofeph Smith to go and afk 500 horfe of the king of Tanjore. I'he. 
king was ill, and with difficulty admitted the vifit, but promifed 
every thing, and referred the adjuftment to his Dubbeer, or minifter, 
which, amongft the Indians, is equivalent to the Duan of the Ma- 
homedan princes. The Dubbeer, notwithftanding the late fuccefles 
of the Englifh arms, infilled, that the Nabob fhould furnifh the 
pay and expences, which he knew would not be complied with; and 
Captain Smith returned, as he had expefted, without obtaining a 
fingle horfeman. In the mean time, Haflan Ally had abandoned 
Totcum, on the appearance of Lieutenant Horne’s detachment, but 
went away with the garrifon, which were 400 Sepoys, to reinforce 
Cortalum. Lieutenant Horne followed him ; and here the enemy* 
made a Hand for three daj^s, until a battery was raifed,. when they 
all went off in the night, leaving a gun and fome ammunition ia 
the fort. Some Sepoys were polled in both, and the reft of the de- 
tachment returned to the city; where the Nabob was making, with, 
accuftomed tedioufnefs, the preparations for his departure. 

The ravages which had been committed by the Englifh cavalry,, 
in the diftri£ls around Pondicherry, brought forth a part of the: 
French troops from Valdoor; but not before the cavalry were gone 
off with their plunder. The French detachment feeing nothing to. 
oppofe them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoly which, on. 
intelligence of their approach, the Pi'elidency reinforced with 40- 
Europeans. Captain Preftou had already been fent to. commanda 
there ; and on the 6th of February Colonel Coote- had detachecL 
500 black horfe, and 20 huffars, from the. fiege of Arcot, witL 
orders, if Prefton fhould think proper, to= lead. them, againft the 
enemy’s detachment, who, gaining intelligence- of their march- be- 
fore they had reached Carangoly, retreated faft and on the 8 th,. 27 
huflars with their horfes defer ted and came, to Yandivafh, where- 
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■they were enlifted in the Englifh fervdce. Mr. Lally, on hearing 
that his detachment was retreating, and that Arcot was prefled, 
took a fudden refolution of marching with all the reft of the ca- 
valry, in order, as he gave out, either to throw reinforcements 
into Arcot, or to retake Chittapett by furprize, and releafe the 
wounded prifoners there ; but the cavalry, when drawn out, mu- 
tinied, refufed to proceed with him, and all went out of the bounds, 
as if they intended to go over to the Englifli garrifons ; their officers 
however brought them back ; but fuch was the general difeontent 
for want of pay, that feveral of the common foldiers were over- 
heard, in the night of the nth, propoling among themfelves to 
turn the guns in the ramparts againft the government houfe, as the 
only means of bringing Mr. Lally to reafon. He immediately re- 
prefented the depolitions of the witnefles to Mr. De Leyrit and the 
Council, who, having no money in the public treafury, propoled ex- 
pedients, which Mr. Lally did not approve. All the country in the 
rear of Vandivaffi and Chittapett, quite up to Pobdicherry, had 
been let for five years to two of the European inhabitants of the co- 
lony, at the rent of 1,450,000 rupees a ;^car : they wei'e applied to 
in this exigency, and anfwered, that they had no money, having- 
been dlfiippointed of much they expe6led by the lofs of Vandivalh 
and Chittapett; on which tlie Malabar, to whom Mr. Lally had 
rented the diftrifts round Arcot, whilll: they remained under his au- 
thority, offered to advance 50,000 rupees in ten days, and 80,000 in 
twenty more, if what remained of the diftricts let to the two Eu- 
ropeans were leafed out to him, with the addition of all the coun- 
try to the fouth of Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum and the 
banks of the Coleroon. His propofal was accepted ; but the pre- 
fent affiftance he fupplied could not ferve long, and the future de- 
pended on the protection of the countries : they were farmed to 
him at 1,750,000 rupees a year. 

This arrangement was not approved by the council, becaufe they 
doubted of the credit and integrity of the Malabars ; and, perhaps, 
becaufe it was a lliperceflion of their own authority in the admini- 
ilration of. the revenues. Immediately after, arrived intelligence of 
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the lofs of Arcot, which with that of Chittapett gave new jfcopc to 
the im])iitations againft Mr. Lally. It was faicl, that he himfelf had 
declared, the one incapable of holding out four days, the other not 
more than live. Why then leave in them 400 Europeans, fo much, 
wanted in his own army, to fall a certain prey to the Englilh? But 
this condu61-, .as his retreat to Pondicherry, was not void of juflifi- 
cation ; for, had he withdrawn- theie garrilbns, the Englifli ai-rnv, 
hav ing nothing to apprehend in their rear, might have immediately 
followed him to Gingee, and from thence to the adjacencies of Pon- 
dicherry, when the produce of the country, -fo neceffary to ilore Pon- 
dicherry, would have fallen under the power of the enemy, whomi 
the neceflity of reducing Chittapett and Arcot had turned another', 
way; and, befides the time they muft employ againft thefe forts, other 
delays might concur to keep them ftill longer at a diftance. 

The Englifh army, after the redudhon of Arcot, encamped with-- 
out the to\\ n, towards Velore. The Kellidar Mortizally trembled, 
for his fort ; and having been very complacent to the Englilh, lince- 
the French had been repulfed from, before Madrafs,, he now inti'eat- 
ed the Prelidency to fj>are the attack, and fent a prefent of 30,000- 
rupees to Colonel Coote ; who refufed it, lignifying, that he wasi 
not empo^vei'ed, either by the Nabob or the Prelidency of Madrals, 
to levy tributes. The Kellidar replied, that it was intended as a 
homage to himfelf, a great commander,, according to the cuftom of 
the country; on -which the money was accepted,, and appropriated, 
to the general ftock of prize-money for the army.. 

The army had not reftored its equipments lufficiently to mover 
from the neighbourhood of Arcot until the 20th of February, andi 
even then left behind two eighteen-pounders and a ten-inch howitz,. 
which were not repaired. They halted this day at Timery, and-’ 
500 Sepoys, with 100 black horle, were dilpatched with Captain-;- 
Stephen Smith againft Trinomaly. The next day the. army en-- 
camped under Arni. The Kellidar of this fort, which, is confi- 
derable, and a fief belonging to- the king of Tanjore, .had conduefted; 
himfelf with fo much holpitality to both fides, that neither the. 
French -nor the- Nabob confidexed him as an enemy. On. the 2:3 d . 
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1760. they arrived at Chittapett, when intelligence was received from 
febru^. Stephen Smith, that he had got pofleffion of the pcttah of Ti'i- 
nomaly ; but that the troops in the fort feemed refolved to hold 
out. The pettah could not be maintained without the fort; and the 
pofleffion of the fort was at this junfture of much confequence, as its 
detachments might harafs and interrupt convoys of provifions 
coming from the country in the rear of the army, when advanced 
to the fouthward. Colonel Coote therefore reinforced Stephen Smith 
with two twelve-pounders, and 50 Europeans, who were French 
deferters lately incorporated into a company under the command 
of one of their own feijeants ; they were called the French V'olun- 
teers, and were intended to be employed on hazardous fervices ; but 
this did not prove one ; for, although the guns could not breach, 
the garrifon offered on the 29th to give up the fort, if they were 
permitted to march out free whither theypleafed, with their ai'ms 
and baggage ; their terms were accepted : they were 250 Sepoys, 
and left fix pieces of cannon, and a confiderable quiuitity of ammu- 
nition, in the fort. Of the binglifli detachment, one of the volun- 
teers and a Lalcar were killed, and a Sepoy wounded, during the 
attack. 

On the 23d, Rear-Admiral Cornifh arrived at Madrafs, with fix 
Ihips of the line. They were the fquadron which had failed under 
his command from England, and met Mr. Pococke, with his fhips, 
off Pondicherry in Odlober, -whom they accompanied to Tellicherry : 
from v/hence they failed again for the coafl: of Coromandel on the 
15th of December, whilft Mr. Pococke, with his ow*n, was proceed- 
ing to Bombay. Contrary winds and currents had retarded their paf- 
fages from one coaft to the other. The crews had received very- 
little refrefliment from land ever fince they left England about this 
•nme in the preceding year, and many were down with the fcurvy. 

The army marched from Chittapett on the 26th, ftriking acrofs 
the country to the s. e. On the 29th in the forenoon they arrived 
and halted at Tondivanum, a town of much reibrti. at which meet 
the high roads leading from Chittapett, Vandivaihj Oiafcramalore, 
and Carangoly, towards Pondicherry, from whisE place it is 30 
*^ . miles 



]?ook XII. Permacoil. 

miles cliftant to tlie N. E. In the othef direction of the counti}, 
it ftands nearly midway ^ct^’^'ecn Gingee and Alampan'ah on the 
I'ea-fhore; and on its left, fi\c mile. io\\arda Alamparvah, is a forti- 
fied rock, called Permncoii. Thenais between the two nations 
having ne^ ei* before brought any dccifion before this place, it had 
hitherto remained negle<Iiled by both: But as {bon as the Freirch 
army fell back tov/ards Pondicherry, Permacoil became of impor- 
tance to the protedfionof the intermediate diftridls; and Mr. Lally, 
immediately after the defeat of Vandivalh, had prevailed on the 
Kelladar to admit a party, with fome cannon, into his fort; but the 
eaty reduction of Chittapett and Arcot made the Kelladar repent of 
his haily compliance; and, as foon as the Englilh army were return- 
ing from Arcot to the {buth\vard, he wrote to Colonel Coote, pre- 
tending, that the French party had got into his fort by furprize, ad- 
vifed him to attack it, and proniifcd all the afliftance in his power; 
and Colonel Coote refolved to try the iincerity of his profeifions. 

In this intention, he fet off before the ai my in the laft march to 
Tondivanum, with moll of the cavalry and two companies of Sepoys, 
and arriving there before day-break went on to reconnoitre Per- 
macoil. Befides the fortified rock, lie others of lefs height before 
and behind it; the diredlion in length of the whole plot is 1200 
} ards,and extends from the N. e. to the s.w. : the s.w. end of the rocks 
lay neareft to Tondivanum; but Colonel Coote, having no guide, fol- 
lowed the bcfl gi'ound, which brought him to the north-eall end, 
oppofite to the northern face of the pettah, which lies under the 
wellern fide of the rock of Permacoil, and extends bejond it under 
part of the other rocks to the north. When near, the troops were 
fired upon by cannon from the neareft tower on the rock, and by 
field-pieces and mulketry from the walls of the pettah below. Soon 
after came a man, commiffioned by the Kellidar, who informed Co- 
lonel Coote, that the French in the fort were 50 Europeans, 30 Cof- 
frees, and 50 Sepoys; that they had got fome guns up the rock; but 
that four large pieces of cannon, which arrived the day before, were 
ftill remaining in the pettah below; and offered to condudl them to 
the gate ; for, although the pettah was under the main rocks, the 
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1760. plain on all ficles round the walls was encumbered with large frag- 
¥^uary. ments, u hich might afford Ihelter to the approach. Colonel Coote 
immediately followed the guide with the Sepoys, ordering the horfe 
to form, and keep on the left, under cover of the main rocks to 
the N. E. 

The rock on which the fort of Permacoil ftands does not extend, 
even at its bafe,more than 500 yards in length. In breadth, it is at the 
northern end about 400 3 ards, at the fouthern not more than 200 : its 
height is likewife various, being at the narrow end 300 perpendicular 
feet, and diminifliing by Hopes and declivities to 200 at the other. Of 
thefe differences in the height, there is one more particularly marked, 
which croffes in a natural zig-zag of two re-entering angles, about 
the middle of the mountain, and all the ground to the eaftward 
behind this ridge is 30 feet higher than the other part before it to 
the weffward. This eaftern part is the upper, and the only real 
fort 5 being inclofed and fortified with high ftone walls and towers 
ffrongly built. The other inclofure, although called the lower fort,, 
is only furrounded with a v\ all of loofe ftones, and was principally 
intended for the immediate refuge of the cattle and inhabitants on 
fudden alarm. The rock falls everj where fo fteep, that the area of 
the fortified furface above is equ?l to half the bafe below'. The ad- 
jacent rocks before and behind arc not high enough to carry any 
detriment to its fortifications. 

Colonel Coote wdth the Sepoys, led by tire guide, took jjoft behind 
fome rocks oppofite to the gateway in the north face of the pettah, 
which ftands nearly iii the middle of the rampart. Two large pieces 
of cannon, mounted on field-carnages, were flanding at the entrance 
of the gateway, which w'as in the left fide of its projedtion; and forac 
Coffrees and Europeans, with two field'-pieces, were on the tower 
jufl; behind to protect them. This guard, knowing that the cavalry 
in the rear could not a£l on the ground where the Sepoys were, 
ventured to fally. Colonel Coote ordered Enfign Carty to meet them, 
with one of the companies of Sepoys ; which turned out with great 
alacrity, gave their fire, and advanced to the bayonet. The French 
party, ftartled by their refolution, ran hack, and were followed fo 

clofe 



Book XII. Pekmacoil. 607 

clofe by Carty’s company, and they by Colonel Coote with the 1760. 
other, that the fugitb'es made no ftand at the gateway, but con- 
tinned their flight, ftill purfued, through the pettah, to the foot of 
the rock at the farther end, where ffcps were cut winding up to the 
upper fort, by which they efcaped iiito it; but Colonel O’Kennedy, 
the commander, who was at the fteps, and -lame with old wounds, 
had very nearly been taken. Plere were lying two twenty-four 
pounders, of which the garrifon had burnt the carriages, becaule 
there was no path to draw, and no means to raile them, into the 
fort. As fboii as the pettah was cleared of the enemy’s guards. Co- 
lonel Coote polled the Sepoys in the bell fhelter the houlies afforded 
againfl: the fire of the cannon in the upper fort, and the mulke- 
Iry from the lower, which recommenced immediately, and conti- 
nued through the day. The horl^e wei'e diflributed, fome under the 
walls of the pettah, ready to difmount and aflift, if any defeent 
ihould be made ; and the reft in different guards round the hills. In 
the evening canje up fix companies of Sepoys, with the French Vo-, 
lunteers, and an eight-inch howitz, from Tondivanum: the enemy 
continued their fire through the night, and fmall parties came down 
the fide of the rocks, who threw grenades, and fired mufketry, by 
which a Sepoy was killed, and nine, wdth three Europeans, wound- 
ed before the morning; no lofs had been fuftained in the day. All 
the return was from the howitz, which did no damage in either of 
the forts. 

Before morning pioneers and tools arrived, and fuflScient cover 
for the whole was formed with earth thrown up and houfes broken 
down; during which fome were employe<f in railing and fixing the 
two pieces of cannon, one after the other, to tranfporting carriages, 
in order to carry them off, which was not executed without diffi- 
culty and time ; during which, the enemy fired down grenades and 
mufketry, but did no mifehief. 

In the afternoon Colonel Coote ftimmoned O’Kennedy, who fent 
down one of his men to receive the letter, and anfwered it with a 
temperate negative; on which Colonel Coote refolved to furprize 
the lower fort. Two guides belonging, to the Kellidar offered to 
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1760, (hew the path leading up the north lide of the hill, which being ex- 
tremeiy rugged and difficult, was not likely to be fulpedted; they 
proceeded with two concpanies of Sepoys at eight at night; at the 
lame time a platoon of Coote’s grenadiers, with another company of 
Sepoys, went up the fteps leading from the pettah to the back of the 
upper fort, which made a falfe attack to divert the enemy from the 
real, which were forty minutes in gaining the fummit, when the 
foremofl: got over the wall before they were d-ilcovered. The 
enemy’s guards confided chiefly of Sepoys, and all of them aftonilli* 
ed by the firfi; fire ran away fi'om their difterent ftations, and re- 
gained the upper fort, where Colonel O’Kennedy, ignorant of the 
numbers which had got into the lower, and perplexed by the falle 
attack, would not rifque a fally which might have recovered the 
lofs; but kept up a hot fire upon them by guefs from the defences 
along the. ridge which feparates the upper from the lower fort; but 
with no effedl, for the choultries and rocks rifing every where af- 
forded Ihelter. The guides, as foon as the party was eftablilhed, 
came down^ with information of their fuccefs to Colonel Coote; whe 
was waiting at the foot of the path, with the pioneer company, and 
the Volunteers of France, provided with ladders, gabions, and faf- 
cines, and immediately proceeded v/ith them up the hill; where as 
foon as they had joined the party above, the whole proceeded acrols 
the lower fort, to efcalade the fortifications along the ridge, not- 
withftanding the garrifon was prepared to receive them. The ridge 
might be afeended without clambering. I’he grenadiers- carried the 
ladders; the reft- followed, ready to mount, and in the mean time 
fired up againft the parapet; from which the fire inlfantly became 
exceffively hot. The ladders that were fiift applied proved , too 
ftiort; it was fuppofed they would anfwer better in other parts, to 
which they were removed,, and tried with as little fuccefs. Never- 
thelefs the conteft continued half an hour ; and the Sepoys behaved 
with as much eagernefs as the Europeans, but many dropping or 
dilabled, Colonel Coote ordered the aflault to ceale. He received a 
wound in the knee; his aid-de-camp, Captain Adams, w^as (hot 
through the hip; a lerjeant.of the pioneers, one of the French Vo- 
lunteers, , 
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lunteers, and feven Sepoys, were killed; 16 Europeans and 2580- 1760. 

poys were wounded : in the fall'e attack on the upper fort, two 
Sepoys were wounded, and Enlign Blakeney was killed. "I he next 
day, which was the 3d of the month, the fire of the fort dimi- 
niflied conliderably, as it was fuppofed, and rightly, from fcarcity 
of ammuniton. At noon, a letter came from Colonel O’Kennedy 
requefting a ceffation of 24 hours, to obtain Mr. Lally’s orders con* 
cerning the fiirrender : this was refufed, and foon after he fent ano- 
ther letter requefting the honours of war, which were likewife de- 
nied. Several Europeans and Sepoys were killed and wounded 
through the day and night. Before noon of the next, day, which 
was the fifth of the attack, a brafs fix-pounder was got' up the hilL. 
with much difficulty by Captain Barker.. There were two choultries- 
in the lower fort, ftanding 100 yards from the ridge and ram- 
part, which divide it from the upper: one of thefe choultries was 
near the wall which runs along the edge of the rock on the fide 
over the pettah;.and in this, choultry the field-piece was planted ; 
the other was a few yards on the left, which fheltered thofe 
whom it was not necdOTary to expofe. The defences in the up- 
per fort immediately oppofite to the choultries lay in a large re-en- 
tering angle, at the two extremities of which was a round- tower, 
one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah,' the other about 
the middle of the ridge, which from hence falls back in another zig- 
zag out of fight of the choultries. The gate leading into the upper fort 
was on the left of the tower in. the middle of the ridge. The field- 
piece managed by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the- 
choultry, againft the gate and the parapet of the tower,, both which 
were ruined before night; but the garrifon had heaped earth at the 
back of the gate, which continued to ftop the -entrance. Many of- 
thofe expofed in this fervice fiiffered. New fcaliiig-ladders-had been' 
provided ; and the next morning, as the troops were preparing to ad- 
vance with them, the garrifon beat- the chamade, and- furrendcred' 
atdifcretion. They were fifteen European gunners, chofen. men, 

32 CofFrees, and. 100 Sepoys: only one of each had been killed,. 

There were, in the fort. 20 pieces of cannon, but not ammunition 

either 
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either for them or the mufketry fufficieiit to have flood the aflault, 
nor had the garrifon two days proviiion left. The total lofs and ca- 
flialtics of the Englilh, through the attack, M'ere four Europeans 
killed and 1 5 wounded, of the Sepoys 40 and 70 ; thefe troops had 
never behaved fo Avell ; of their killed, one was the Subadhar, equi- 
valent to the Captain of a company, and two were Jcmidars, the 
next rank of officers. The gallantry of Buhvanfing, who was the 
fenior of the whole body in camp, was rewarded with a gold medal. 
The Kellidar, for his fervices, was continued in the fort, in which 
w'ere left a company of Sepoys, with 12 Europeans and a lieutenant. 
A large detachment of the French army had advanced as far as Ma- 
nour, within feven miles of Permacoil, and were in motion to throw 
in a conliderablc reinforcement of men and llores, at the very hour 
they heard of the arrival of the Englifh army at Tondivanum, on 
which they retreated towards Pondicherry. 

On the 7th, Colonel Coote went from the camp at Tondivanum* 
w'ith the cavalry, black as w’ell as Europeans, and fix companies of 
Sepoys, to difeover near the bounds of Pondicherry. The diftance 
to the bound-hedge was 20 miles; and the Sepoys, after marching 
JO, wanted reft, and w^ere left in the village of Trichimuiigalum. 

The French troops which had been detached to the relief of Per- 
rnacoil, had, on’ their retreat, encamped four miles to the weft of 
the town, and three from the bound-hedge. A large colledlion of 
land-hills, of which the w'hole together is called the red-hills, rifes 
about half a mile from the fea-flrore, and a mile and half to the north 
of the town : they extend four miles to the weft ward, and the laft hill, 
where they ceafe on this fide, is called Perimbe : acrols from north 
to fouth they extend two miles, and have palfable dales between; 
diredlly oppofite to the fide of Perimbe, ftands the Fort of Villenore, 
a ftrong out-poft, fituated near the north bank of the river of Arain- 
copang, which falls into the lea about 500 yards from the wall of Pon- 
dicherry, and in its courfe from Villenore forms a curve to the Ibuth. 
The Red-hill, on the other fide the plain, recedes to the n. e. from 
Perimbe to its end towards the lea. So that the 'interval between 
Villenore and Perimbe is the narroweft part of the plain between 
^ the 
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the river and the Red-hill, being here fcarcely more than a mile, 1 760. 
whereas farther back it is three. The plain as far as the bound- 'jjn'rch^ 
hedge was occupied by country houfes, enclofures, avenues, and 
arable ground. The market of the French troops was in the village 
under Villenore. Temporary barracks for the European cavalry had 
been raifed on the hill of Perimbe. Their foot and artillery were 
dilperfed in the houfes and enclofures which occupied the Ipace be- 
tween. 

Colonel Coote proceeded with the cavalry from Trichimungalum, 
not in the high road which pafleth by Valdore, but acrofs the coun- 
try to the left, and came in about the middle of the Red-hill, and 
palling through its dales appeared on the outward, ridge between Pe- 
rimbe and the bound-hedge. The enemy had gained notice of his 
approach, but not of the force which accompanied him ; and, ima- 
gining that it conlifted of foot as well as horfe, fuljjedled likewife that 
the main body of both might be marching to get between them and 
the bound-hedge, and impede their I'etrcat into the limits. In this 
perfuafion, all their infantry got into march with much hurry and, 
eonfulion, to gain the avenue neareft the Red-hill, which, as well 
as another on its right, leads to the bound-hedge: they moved with 
all their field-pieces in front, to oppofe the fuppofed danger,, which 
if real would have been the greateft: but the European hone, which 
were 250 in three fquadrons, remained on the hill of Perimbe to ob- 
ferve and protect their rear. Colonel Coote ful])ected the error which 
occafioned the diforder he obferved in the infantry, and as fall as 
his troops came up ordered the European horfe, which were 
only 80, with three fquadrons of the blacks, to advanccj and keep 
the enemy’s cavalry in check, whilft he himfelf, with the main 
body, crolTed over to the avenue, in which the laft of their infantry 
were entering; in whofe rear he hung, having thus feparated therp. 
from their cavalry,, who, feeing their danger,, reti'eated before the 
divifion advancing againft them, to gain the other fide of the ave- 
nue on the right of their infantry, whofe flanks were already pro- 
tefted from the cavalry with Colonel Coote by the ditch, on each 
fide.. Colonel Coote following the infantry, often advanced within 

40 yards. 
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1760. 40 yards, to draw their fire; but the grenadiers of Lorrain, who 

2^^ formed the rear-guard, refen-ed it with much dllcipline. At length, 
however, the foremoft troop of horfe, led by Affaf beg, a jemidar 
of great fpirit, broke in upon a j)latoon, and cut down le\ cn of them; 
but the next troop drew up their bridles, and were afraid to follow 
the impreffion, which other\v.ife promifed to break the whole co- 
lumn, which recovered, and continued its way as before, until tliey 
had paffed the bound-hedge, under the redoubt of ^^aldore, which 
terminates the avenue along which they were marching, when the 
lire of the redoubt was left free, and Colonel Coote Hopped the 
purfuit. In the mean while, the other divifion under the com- 
mand of Captain De Buke, had crofled over to the village of Vil- 
lenore, and routed the market-people»there without refiftance, and 
the black horfe U'ith him, joined by more from the main body, 
colledted all \vorth the while they could carry off, and drove before 
them all the cattle. The whole affembled again on the hill of Pe- 
rimb4 where they fet fire to the barracks, and the carriage of an 
eighteen-pounder, for want of proper bullocks to draw it off. In 
the afternoon, the whole returned to Tritchimungalum, intending 
to reft the night there ; but a corporal of the dragoons deferting, 
they removed five miles farther back to Manoor; from hence Co- 
lonel Coote feut orders to Major Monfon, .to march the army from 
Tondivanum againft Alamparvah. 

The next day he moved himfelf to Taliaveram, which is five miles 
from Manoor to the N. e. on the road towards Permacoil ; but few 
of the black horfe accompanied him ; they were all dilperled- to fe- 
cure or fell the plunder they had got the day before. They, how- 
ever, came back on the . 9th, and he proceeded with them from Talia- 
veram again to the bomid-hedge of Pondicherry, and obferved very 
nearly, without annoyance. On his return, he went to Conymere, 
where he met Mr. Bufly by appointment, who had been recalled on 
.his parole to Madrafs, in order to be fent to Europe, in compliance 
•with the earneft importunity of the Nabob, who regardedl him 
.as fraught with more dangerous refources than all his other ene- 
ifnies, and faid that if he became free, and commanded, .he would 

protra(3 
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protraft the war ten years. On the 10th Colonel Coote came to 1760. 
Alamparvah, which the army had invefted the day before ; but the 
wound he had received at Permacoil was fo much exalperated by 
his late fatigue, that he could not any longer fiir without danger, 
he therefore ordered Colonel Monfon to carry on the liege of i^lam- 
parvah, but ftill continued in the camp. 

' The fort of Alamparvah ftands on the fea-fhore, about 20 miles 
E. N. E. of Tondivanum, 15 e. of Permacoil, and 24 to the N. of 
Pondicherry. It formerly belonged to the Nabobs of the province; 
and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Murzafajing in 1 750. It has 
many wells of good water, whicl:^ is not to be found in all parts 
of the coall J(b near the fea. The fort was of ftone, fquare, of mo- 
derate extent, with four round towers at the angles, a parapeted 
fauffebray, and a wet ditch, but without a glacis. A pettah ex- 
tends along the ftrand to the north, and fronts within 250 yards of 
the fort. An eight-inch howitz bombarded; and a ricochet bat- 
tery of two guns, to enfilade the north front from the weft, was 
begun in the night, and finilhed before morning ; during which, a 
ferjeant of pioneers and a Sepoy were killed. In the enfuing night, 
another battery of three eighteen-pounders was finilhed in the pet- 
tah, to batter the tower in the weft angle of the north face; and 
the lofs during thefe 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, of Coote*s 
regiment, and a grenadier killed. Both batteries opened together at 
day-light on the 1 2th, and in three hours difmounted moft of the 
guns, and ruined the whole line of defence; and in the afternoon 
the Chevalier Viart, who commanded, furrendered at diftretion. 

The garrifon, befides hinifelf, a Lieutenant, and a furgeon, were 
50 Europeans, and 150 Sepoys. During the attack, three of 
their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded. There were 
in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, a'howitz, and abundance of am- 
munition. 

The feafbn was now advancing, when the French fquadron might 
be expefted from the iflands. The lofs of Alamparvah deprived them 
of the only ftation under their command to the northward, and Ka- 
rical remained the' only one they had to the fouthward of Pondi- 
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1760. cherry; but the importance of Karical rofe with the feafon, and the 
encreafing diftrefles of the capital; for becoming, with the change 
of the monlbon, the windward ftation, all their veflels arriving on 
the coaft might get their lirft intelligence here, and, if the road 
were not occupied by a luperior force, were always lure of water, 
and frelh provilions from the fort, u'hich the foreign lettlements of 
Negapatam and Tranquebar might or might not lupply. The 
grain of the diftricls, which was confiderable, was gathered, and, 
with w'hat might be purchafed in the plentiful country of Tanjore, 
would become a great refource to Pondicherry, continually lofing its 
own dillribls by the fuccefles of the army ; for it might be con- 
veyed from Karical in the boats of the country, which, favoured by 
the wind and current, would almoft make the palTage in a night, 
and with little rifque, even if difcovered and pui'lued, as they can 
keep clofe to the furf, in lhallow foundings, and along the Ihore 
fwell of the lea, where veflels of European conftrudlion feldom 
chufe to venture. The French government already repented of the 
lofs of fuch another pofleflion in Devicotah, although not com- 
manding equal advantages ; and had made a ftrong attempt to re- 
cover it. On the 34th of February, a detachment from Chilam- 
brum of 30 troopers, 40 European infantry, and 400 Sepoys, with 
two field-pieces, invefted the fort. On the 27th, they were joined 
by 80 Europeans and CofFrees from Pondicherry, when the whole in- 
trenched themlelves within 200 yards of the walls. The breaches 
which their garrifon had made when they abandoned it, were not 
completely repaired ; and on the 29th in the morning, the enemy made 
an aflault on that which was moll practicable; the fire lafled an hour, 
when they were repulfed, with the lols, as the lerjeant luppofed, of 
two officers, and 20 of their Europeans and CofFrees, and more of 
their Sepoys killed and wounded. They, however, during their flay, 
and on their retreat, fent and carried away a confiderable quantity of 
grain, which had juft been got up from the harveft of the diftriCts. 

The Prelidency of Madrafs now became anxious to get pofleflion 
of Karical, before the French fquadron Ihould arrive on the coaft; 
but, as it was intended that the army Ihould fbon as poffi- 

ble 
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ble encamp near Ponclichcrryj in order to intercei)t all convoys of 1 760. 
provifions from the adjacent country, a bod\' of troops fufficient for 
the attack' of Karical could not be Iparcd from the camp, without 
fruflrating the other intention. Admiral Cornllh contributed to al- 
leviate part of the difficulty, by offering to proceed with all the 
men of war which had arrived with him, and to land their marines, 
which were about 300; the Prefidency provided for the reft. All the 
artillery and ftores for the fiege, with the Chief Engineer, Mr. Call, 
and a few gunners, were to be fent in the Ihips from Madrafs. Co- 
lonel Mpnfon, who was to command, was to embark from Alam- 
parvah, with the company of pioneers, which conlifted of 50 choice 
Europeans, and with Captain Barker to diredt the artillery. Captain 
Jofeph Smith, who was elcorting the Nabob from Tritchinopoly, 
was ordered to reinforce his detachment from this garrifon to the 
ftrength of 1000 Sepoys, 100 European firelocks, 40 artillery-men, 
and fix field-pieces; with this force, he was to march away from 
wherever he might be, with all expedition; and either inveft or lay 
before Karical, as circumftances permitted, until the arrival of the 
Ihips. Captain Richard Smith, appointed to command in Tritchi- 
nopoly after the departure of Jofeph, was to fend from thence, 
through the country of Tanjore, Lalcars for the fervice of the artil- 
lery, 500 Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tents, doolies for the 
lick and wounded, and cattle for provifions to the fquadron as well 
as the troops on Ihore. The king of Tanjore ^vas requefted to fend 
his troops, and every kind of affiftance. 

The Nabob, notwithftanding his eagernefs to appear at the head 
of an army in the Carnatic immediately after the vidiory of Vandi- 
valh, was not ready to move from Tritchinopoly until the i8th of 
March, 40 days after he had received intelligence of that fiiccels, 
and a month after the French had abandoned the pagodas of Sering- 
ham. Befides the detachment from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly, 
he was accompaned by looo horfe, 1000 Sepoys, and a greater 
number of various forts of good-for-nothing infantry, entertained by 
himfelf. They arrived at Volcondah on the 20th, from whence he 
was' felicitous to proceed towards Arcot;'but Captain Jofeph Smith, 
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1760. in conformity to the orders of the Prefidency, wi/hed to lead him 
'Mircir' Pondicherry. This difterence of opinion kept them fome 

days at Vulcondah, and as a reconciliation, by which fome fervice 
might be obtained from the Nabob’s troops, Captain Smith confented 
to march againft Thiagar, which would bring them nearer Arcot, 
without beina; removed farther from Pondicherrv. But the Preli- 
dency, at the fame time that they fent orders to Captain Smith to 
march away with his detachment to Karical, enjoined the Na- 
bob to keep with his own troops in the country to the s. of 
Gingee, between Volcondah aird Chillambarum, and to employ 
them in reducing thefe diftrlcis, and efpecially in preventing any 
fupplies of provifions from being conveyed out of them to Pondi- 
cherry, from whence he n ould have nothing to fear, as the Englifli 
army would be advanced and lying between. 

The number of manned Maflbolas at Madrafs, which are the only 
boats that can ply the lurf, were not lufficient to carry off the 
ammunition and ftores intended for the fiege as faft as the men 0/ 
war could have taken them in; and during this delay, the Falmouth 
of 60 guns was fent forward to take in Major Monfon’s party at 
Alamparvah, whilft the other fliips were lading at Madrafs : and on 
the 1 5th Colonel Coote, continuing much difordered with his wound, 
came in from the camp to adjuft with the Prefidency the prize- 
money accruing to the army from their late fucceffes. 

The Falmouth, ftanding into the road of Alamparvah 011 the i6th 
in the morning, difeovered a Ihip at anchor clofe in fhore, about 
two leagues to the northward of Pondicherry, and bore down to 
her with an ealy fail, under French colours; but the ftranger cut 
her cable, and ran afhore into the furf, which being boifterouSj 
•Ihe immediately bilged, and all but three of the crew got afliore. 
The boats of the Falmouth, finding it impoffible to get the Ihip off, 
fet fire to her. She was the Harlem, which had been difpatched by 
Mr. . Moracin from Ganjam to Mergui in the month of June, and 
was returning with rice and other provifions for Pondicherry,., and 
had likewife tutenague and other merchandize on board, none of 

which 
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which could be- recovered ; but the lols of the provifions was by far 
the greateft detriment to the enemy. 

Major Monj'on, with the ])ionecrs and their equipments, embarked 
in the Falmouth from Alamparvah on the 35th; they anchored in 
the road of Karical at day-break on the .38th, when the Captain of 
the Falmouth, Mathifon, went in his •boat with Major Monlon to- 
reconnoitre the fltore. They dilcovered no figns, either of the peo- 
pie expedTied from Richard Smith at Tritchinopoly, or the detach- 
ment with Captain . Jol'eph ; whole inllrudlions had not reached. 
them in time to be as yet fulfilled.. At eight o’clock, the Iquadron, 
which had likewife failed from Madral-s on the 25thy appeared.. 
Major Monfon went on board Mr. Cornifli’s Ihip, and it was agreed,, 
notwithftanding they were entirely ignorant of the place, and dilap- 
pointed of the troops they expedled to meet, to make the landing 
immediately. Fifteen malfoolas accompanied the drips ; they took 
in 1 70 of the troops, .befides the Macoas, who are the black fellows- 
■ that row them ; thefe formed the firft di\ ilion, and were torved to 
the lurf by the yawls and pinnaces of the. Ihips, which, belides their 
rowers, took as many foldiers as they could carry, who formed the 
fecoiid divifion: all thele fteei'ed for the Ihore, five miles to the north 
of the fort. The third divifion of the troops embarked in the long- 
boats, which were rigged with fails, and proceeded clofe to the furf, 
oppofite to the fort, and the mouth of a river which leads to it, 
where they were to appear as if intending to land by pufliing over 
the bar of the river, which was not impradlicable., 

A fmall fnov/ and afloop, which drew little water, and. mounted 
guns, anchored as clofe as they could oppofite to a village half-way 
between the real landing and the long-boats. As foon as the yawls, 
and pinnaces reached the fiirf, they dropped their graplings, and call: 
off the maflbolas, which immediately rowed aftiore,. and landed the. 
troops in them ; then returned, and landed the fecond divifion out. 
of the other boats, when a fignal was flung out, on which the. 
long-boats, came down, failing faft with the wind and current, and 
the troops in them were likewife landed all together by the maflbolas 
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i]§o. the whole without the appearance of any oppofition intended by 
garrifon. As foon as all were on Ihore, they advanced to the 
village oppohte to which the two Imall veffels Avere at anchor, and 
received by catamarans two four-pounders, which belonged to the 
(loop, and were mounted on Ihip-carriages; for the reliance on the 
field-pieces expefted u ith Jofeph Smith had jjrevented any from be- 
ing embarked at Madrafs. They paffed the night in the village 
without alarm ; and early in the morning moved on to take poffef- 
lion of the pettah of Karical, which lay on the north fide of the 
fort. It was a Ipacious town, feparated from the fort by an elpla- 
nade of too yards; regular works had been traced round the other 
three fides, which on the w'eft had been raifed to four feet above the 
ground, but the bafiiion in the north-well angle was completed, and 
converted into a clofed redoubt, which mounted nine guns, and had 
a good ditch all round, and a draw-bridge ; it was called Fort Dau- 
phin : the reft of the north line was open, as was the fide to the 
eaft. The troops advancing from the north, without a guide or in- 
telligence, fell under fire of Fort Dauphin, by which two men were 
killed, and tW'O wounded, before the whole line got under Ihelter of 
the buildings in the pettah ; \vhich they entered without meeting 
any interruption in the ftreets. They took poll in the church-yard, 
■which lay about 200 yards from the eaft fide of the pettah, and 
about the fame diftance from the line of houfes frontinsr the fort. 
They found about them plenty of provifions, as well in the houfes 
of the natives, as of the French inhabitants. 

The fort of Karical Hands 300 yards from the fea-lhore : a river 
coming from the well llrikes when oppofite to the well fide of the 
fort in a curve to the fouth, which continues until oppofite to the 
call fide at the diftance of 500 yards, when the channel turning 
again diredlly to the eaft, in 100 yards more difembogues into 
the fea. The fort was an oblong fquare, completely fortified, but 
had the greateft of defedls, the want of fpace : for its internal area, 
exclulive of the four baftions, was no more than 100 yards from w. 
to E. and only 50 from n. to s. The baftions admitted only three 
3 guns, 
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guns in their faces, but each of the four curtains was covered by a 1 760. 
ravelin much more IjDacious than the baftions, and mounting fix. A 
. wet ditch ran between the three curtains to the N. w. and s. and 
their ravelins ; but on the eafl; face the ditch furrounded the ravelin 
like wife, and dry ground occupied the Ijjace between the rear of this 
ravelin and the eaft curtain, continuing round the two baftions in 
an excellent fauffebray, from the interior angles of which the ravelin 
projefted. A covered way well palifaded, and a complete glacis, fur- 
rounded the whole, neverthelefs the exterior extent, meafiiring acrofs 
from the foot of the glacis, was in the longeft direftion, that from 
E. to w. not more than 200 yards ; and the pettah outftretched this 
face 200 yards on either hand. The garrifon had lately deftroyed 
the line of buildings in the pettah, which Ikirted the efplanade, and 
had been fuffered to rife within 60 yards of the foot of the glacis 
but this demolition added only a Ijjace of 40 yards to the eljrlanade, 
and that not clear; for the rubbifh not being yet removed ftill 
afforded fome Ihelter. 

•• As foon as the Englifli troops had taken pofteflion of the pettah,. 

Mr. Call, with the pioneers, marched, and took poffelfion of a fa- 
luting-battery, which lay near the mouth of the river, where was 
likewife the flag-ftaff for the road. The fort fired fiercely as they 
were palling, but did no harm ; and in the night the pioneers be- 
gan to conftruft a battery near the river on the efplanade, which 
was clear quite up tQ, where the river changes from the curve it has 
made, and ftrikes ftraight to the lea: they were not interrupted iti 
their work; neither did the troops in the pettah receive any alarm 
from the garrifon. The next evening a ten- inch mortar was landed, 
and at ten at night began to bombard Fort Dauphim The range 
was exactly gained at the firft Ihell, and only thirteen \vere fired 
before the guard, confifting of 50 men, abandoned it ; and, know- 
ing ways of which the Englilh troops were not apprized, gained the 
fort without interruption. About the lame time twelve gunners 
fent from Pondicherry, who had landed at Tranquebar, got into the 
fort, notwithftanding a company of marines were looking* out for 
them, who kept too far from the fea-fhore,. whilft the gunners tra- 
velled- 
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X760. veiled along the beach until they came to the river, when they con- 
■'Mar^ tinned under the bank unperceived by the pioneers employed in con- 
flru<Sling the battery. 

The cover afforded by the jjettah determined the attack to be 
carried on againff the north face of the fort; and the greater extent 
of the efplanade to the eait, which is 500 yards (whereas to the 
weft it is interrupted by the curve of the river at 300) gave the pre- 
ference of the enfilade from the eaft, which of confequence deter- 
mined the breach to be in the north-eaft .baftion, and on its north 
face. Accordingly, three batteries were marked out in the pettah, 
one to breach, and one on each hand to take off the defences ; in 
the battery to the eaft, two of the guns enfiladed the north line 
in its whole length, and the other two plunged into the oppofite 
ravelin, and acrofs into the ravelin on the-lbuth; fo that every part 
of the fort would be laid under fire. Sailors were landed with the 
heavy artillery from the fhips; and affifted in drawing them; and in 
the other fervices ufually allotted to bullocks and coolies ; . for all the 
neighbouring villages were deferted, and fuppiied neither man nor 
beaft; and no tidings arrived of the Captain Jofeph- Smith’s detach- 
ment, nor of the afliftaiice expe£led from the garrifbn of Tritchi- 
nopoly ; and the king of Tanjore avoided all correfpondence with 
the armament. 

Captain Jofeph Smith received the orders of the pi'efidency on the 
25th, the day he was fetting out with the Nabob from Volcondah, 
againft Thiagar; he immediately turned his march to Katical ; and 
the Nabob, unwilling to remain with only his own troops in the 
middle of the Carnatic, determined to march with the detachment. 
The neareft road leading from Volcondah towards Karical falls upon 
the Coleroon, 30 miles N. n. w. of the city of Tanjore. Having 
crofted the river, which is there fpacious, you continue to Comba- 
conum, which -ftands five miles farther, on the bank of the firft arm 
of the Caveri; and beyond this is another arm to crofs, before you 
join the^ road leading eaft to the fea-fhore ; much of the ground 
between the rivers is funk in marflies, and the better ground is over- 
flowed in rice-fields, without any continued toad, which greatly re- 

^ tard 
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tard the paffage of carriages; and the way between Volcoiidah and 
Karical being 1 20 miles, the march can fcarcely be performed in 
lefs than ten days ; but Captain Smith had received his orders to 
advance only four days before the armament anchored at Karical, 
whofe ignorance of the impoflibility of his appearance aggravated 
their anxiety concerning the arrival of the French fquadron, which 
intelligence, artfully inculcated from Pondicherry, led them to expedl: 
from day to day when all the marines and failors muft have been 
reimbarked, and Major Monfon would have been left with only 
60 Europeans, and without a field-piece. 

However, thefe apprehenfions only encreafed their adKvity in 
pufliing the attack. The ten-inch mortar, which had been employed 
againft Fort Dauphin, was removed on the 31ft, and threw fhells 
all night. The garrifon returned round and grape from their cannon, 
and even ufed their mulketry, although all they fired at was under 
cover, or out of reach : this early profufion of ammunition is rarely 
followed by vigorous defence at extremity. In the morning of the 
I ft of April the two embrafures on the right of the enfilading bat- 
tery to the eaft were opened. The paflage into the covered way lay 
oppofite to this battery, leading through the glacis on the left face 
of its angle projefting to the eaft, and the garrifon had laid a row 
of wood and palmiras in front of the barrier gate, which clofed this 
paffage at the foot of the glacis, in order to conftru6l; a battery there 
with thefe materials. The ten-inch mortar fometimes threw carcaffes 
of fire-balls to fet them afire, but without effe6l: ; and two royals, of 
which the fhells are 5 inches and 5 twelfths diameter, continually 
bombarded the fort. In the morning of the zd, the other two 
embrafures were opened in the enfilading battery. At ten o’clock, 
an'ived Captain Richard Smith from Tritchinopoly with Lafears. 
oxen, coolies, and ftores; and the Nabob came up likewife with 1000 
horfe and fix companies of Sepoys, whom Captain Jofeph Smith had 
fent forward, as the rains and the badneft of the roads retarded the 
carriages and baggage of his detachment, with which he remained to 
bring them on. This reinforcement afforded troops lufEcient to 
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1760. inveft the fort allround. In this day the enemy’s fire was ex- 
'“^priir^ ceflive, and difmounted one of the guns at the enfilading battery* 
and endamaged all its cmbrafiires ; but all were reflored during the 
night, and the fame number of guns began to fire again the next 
morning, which was the 3d of the month. At eight o’clock of 
this day, Captain Jofeph Smith came up with the reft of his detach- 
ment, which were 1 30 European mulketry, thirty artillery-men, two 
field-pieces, and five companies of Sepoys. The enemy during the 
night finilhed two embrafures in one face of their battery at the 
barrier, which pointed againft the enfilading battery ; and traces ap- 
peared of another face to the north, which feemed intended to ftour 
the oppofite ftreet. of the pettah, acrofs which the attack had tlirowii 
up a flight retrenchment. 

Early the next morning, the breaching battery in the centre 
ftreet opened with three twenty-four pounders agaiiift the n. face 
of the N. E. baftion, at the diftance of 1 50 yards, and was fo well 
ferved by Captain Barker, who attended it, that in three rounds 
the enemy quitted the three guns in the face attacked, and in left 
than an hour all the merlons were beat down ; the other face had 
before been much fhattered by the enfilading battery, which had 
likewife nearly ruined the north face of the eaft ravelin : fo that 
neither of the batteries had occafion to fire more than a fliot now and 
then through the reft of the day. Sepoys were pofted in the ruins 
of the houfes, who kept up a conftant fire through the night on the 
baftion and ravelin, to prevent the enemy from placing fand-bags 
to repair them. By the next morning, which was the 5th of the 
mon^, and the lothfince the landing, a battery, intended to deftroy 
the eaft face of the north ravelin, was almoft completed, and the 
other againft the n. w. baftion quite finifhed; but the guns for 
neither were yet landed from the fhips. Intelligence was received, 
that a detachment of 450 infantry and 1 50 European horfe, were 
arrived at Chillambarum from Pondicherry, intending to advance and 
interrupt the fiege.^ The breach, though broad, could not be mounted 
without clambering, and the immediate acceft to it was ftill de-. 
fended by the ditch, to which the befiegers had not yet approached, 

^ and 



Book XII. Karical. 

and by the parapet of the fauffc-bray, which remained undamaged; 1760. 
but the gate of the barrier leading through the glacis to the eaft 
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet fhot flying over the bat- 
tery, which the enemy had raifed before it. The bafcul, or carpentry, 
which railed and let down the draw-bridge before the N. E. face of 
the eaft ravelin, had likewife been ftiot away, and the bridge fallen 
into its place, and the garrifon had not yet deftroyed it to interrupt 
the pafTage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. The gateway 
leading through the curtain into the fort was at the back of this 
ravelin : and the fame fire had deftroyed the gates which doled it, 
nor had any thing been fubftituted to ftop the pallage; fo that, if 
the ftorm had been immediately and defperately attempted this way, 
the enemy had nothing to oppofe it, but the arms in their hands. 

All thefe circumftances Major Monfbn did not know ; but the com- 
mandant of the fort feared, and anfwered the fummons by requefting 
to march away with the honours of war: to which Monfbn re- 
plied, that the whole garrifon muft: become prifbners of war; but 
that the inhabitants fhould be left in pofleflion of their houfes in the 
pettah, the officers have their baggage, and the Sepoys might go 
where they pleafed. The terms were accepted; and the Englifh 
troops marched in at two in the afternoon. The garrifon confifted 
of 1 15 Europeans, of whom 10 1 were military, 72 lopafles, and 
250 Sepoys. Befides fmaller arms and ftores, there were in the 
place 155 pieces of cannon of all forts, and nine mortars, with a 
large ftock of ammunition for both. Only five men were killed in 
the defence, and in the attack only three Europeans, one of whom 
was a failor, and five wounded. Never perhaps was fo great an 
armament prepared, to fucceed with fo little lofs, excepting when 
Delabourdonnais took Madrafs in 1 746. 

Neverthelefs, the capture was well worth the exertion : as befides 
the advantages of its fituation with refjjeft to the foa, it afforded 
the French a conftant and certain inlet to the territories of Tanjore, 
and by various purchafos and ceffions from the government they 
had acquired dift;ri6ts round the fort, containing 1 1 3 villages, of 
which the farms, with the cuftoms of the port and town, never 
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produced lefs than 30,000 pagodas a year, fufficient fOr the expence 
of the garrifon. As the fort was too fmail, all the European inha- 
bitants had their houfes in the pettah, which were well built, as 
were many of thofe belonging to the natives, and room was left and 
marked for more to both. The Nabob deri\'ed no advantage by this 
fuccefs, beyond the detriment it occafioned to his enemies; for a 
member of the council of Madrafs had been fent in the fquadron, to 
negotiate with Tanjore for the redemption of the dillricSls. 

The abfence of Colonel Coote and Major Monfon had left the 
main army to the command of Major Robert Gordon, who moved 
with it from Alamparvah on the 28th of March, and on the ift of 
April encamped at Killenore, from whence he lent forward a detach- 
ment of obfervation, to take poll at Manoor, within five miles of 
Valdore. The fweep of country to the w'ellward of Killenore as 
far as Villaporum, which lies 20 miles due well of Pondicherry, 
abounds in cattle, and is as fertile as any part of the Cai'natic, and 
remained at this time, as the French territory became every day 
more circtimfcribecl, their lall refource for provifions. All the coun- 
tries, which had been reduced to the Ibuth of Chittapett and Vandi- 
valh as far as Permacoil, had been let by the Prefidency of Madrafs 
'to a Malabar, named Ramalinga, who accompanied the army ready 
to rent more, and kept feveral companies of ii regular Sepoys with 
him, to place as guards in new dillridls, as reduced^ By his advice, 
Major Gordon refolved to fend a detachment againll Villaporum. 
The dillance was 35 miles, and the way lay between the garrilbn 
of Gingee on one hand, and of Valdore on the other. The detach- 
ment conlilled of 200 black horfe, and five companies of Sepoys, 
under the command of Captain Wood, and the renter accompanied 
with his people. They marched from Killenore on the 3d of April, 
a little after fun-fet, and palling through Vicravandi, Captain Wood, 
with the horfe, arrived before Villaporum at ten the next morning, 
but the Sepoys did not come up until two in the afternoon. The 
befl: intelligence that could be obtained, reported,, that there were 
300 Sepoys and 400 horfe in the place; and at fix, ,as fopn as the 
Sepoys were refreflxed, Wood led them to the attack, which could 
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only be made by Icrambling njD the wall, as they had no ladders. 
Eight or ten got i:p to the parapet, but three or four mounting at 
the fame time were killed, which deterred thofe who were next from 
following, and flung the whole into confufion, on w’^hich the enemy 
fallied, but the horfe rode in between, and drove them back. The 
Sepoys rallied again in the pettah, and were preparing laddeis to 
efcalade before day-break; but at eight o’clock at night the garrifon 
abandoned the fort. Captain Wood placed three of the regular 
companies of Sepoys, anti 200 of the renters, to garrifon it, under 
the command of an Enfloin ; and at ten at nig^ht fet out on his return 
with the cayalry and the other company of Sepoys. They arrived 
at one in the morning at Vicrivandi, where he left this company, 
and, proceeding, rejoined the camp a little after fun-rite with the 
cavalry, which accompliflied this march of 60 miles in 36 hours. 
Since the retreat of the French army, their countries to the weft- 
ward of Villaporum and Gingce, and the forts intended to protedi 
them, had, like this, been left to the defence of fuch troops as the 
renters chofe to levy and maintain ; and in the end of March, 
Captain Airey, who commanded in Chittapett, and from thence over 
Trinomaly, fent a detachment of Sepoys to enable the garrifon there 
to take the field, which in a few days drove the guards out of 
Soolabgur, Tricedour, and Trivaneloor: thefe three forts had been 
taken pofleffion of by Mahomed Iflbof and Kiftnarow of Thiagar, 
whilft they were ravaging the countries adjacent to them during 
the fiege of Madrafs. Soolabgur is fituated on a hill 15 miles s.s.w. 
and Tricolour on the plain 20 miles s. of Trinomaly : Trivelanoor 
ftands 10 miles s , e. of Tricaloor, and 20 s. w. of Villaporum, The 
French garrifon of Gingee on the one fide, and of Thiagar on the 
other, were the neareft to protedl thefe lefler forts ; but both were 
too much alarmed for their own lafety, to rilk any detachments 
abroad: the one by the Nabob’s camp then at Volcondah,. the other 
by the Englifh army at Killenore. Kiftnarow, after the lofs of 
Thiagar in the ^preceding month of June, had remained with the 
Nabob atTritchinopoly, and, after the vidlory of Vaudivafh, obtairied 
his permiflion to aft as a free- hooter in the French diftrifts, and, 

having 
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1760. having plunder to ofFer, eafily enlifted a number of horle, with 
which he accompanied the Nabob to Volcondah, and from thence 
trooped away to the country about Chilambarum, where they \vere 
carrying on all kind of ravage, at the time that Captain Wood 
marched and took Villaparum. 

Colonel Coote recovered of his wound, rejoined the army at Kille- 
nore on the 7th; and the next day, after reconnoiting Valdore, fent 
off 350 of the black horfe, to join Kiftnarow in the country about Clii- 
lambarum; fo that the chain of troops, or polls, was now ellablilhed, 
which encircled Pondicherry in a fweep of 70 miles, from that place 
to Allamparvah. On the i oth, a large number of Sepoys were leeii 
marching into Valdore from the Gin gee road : they were what remain- 
ed of the body commanded by Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out 
of the pettah of Arcot by Captain Wood, continued, until this fort 
was taken, at the back of Velore, encouraged for fear of accidents by 
Mortizally. From Velore he marched to Gingee; and Mr. Lally, 
yielding to the reprefentation of Mr. Deleyrit, and the general dif- 
couragement, lepreffed his prejudices againft thefe troops, and re- 
called them to acl again with the European force. Zulpharcarjung 
left a part of his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with 
the reft into Pondicherry. 

The next day Colonel Coote advanced the army to Manoor, and 
fent forward Major Robert Gordon,, with a large detachment, to 
take poffeffion of the pettah under the fort of Valdore; the day 
after, which was the 12th, he brought up the reft of the army, and 
encamped at Cartaricopura, a village about a mile to the eaft, nearer 
Pondicherry. In the night, two batteries were commenced, and 
Ihells thrown, which the garrilbn anfwered by fliot, and both were 
employed without mifchief. The next day all the cavalry, not on 
duty, were detached, under the command of a Lieutenant, to re- 
connoitre: and proceeded to the hither end of the Red-hill. The 
French cavalry with fome platoons of infantry advanced towards 
them, and made Ibme evolutions as intending to fall on their flanks, 
i which the Englifli cavalry prevented by contraiy motions, and re- 
turned 
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turned to camp. They had perceived at a diftance a large cloud of 
duft, as of troops with cannon, advancing from Pondicherry. 

The fort of Valdore ftands nine miles n. n. w. of Pondicherry. 
Its form is an exaft parallelogram, fquaring with the compafs ; and 
extending 300 yards from e. to w. and 210 from n. to s. It is fitu- 
.ated in a plain, and its original fortifications, like the generality of 
the forts in the country, were a rampart with towers, a faufle-bray, 
and a ditch. Mr. Dupleix, had railed a glacis on the north-fide, 
and had converted the center tower on this fide, and that in the s. w. 
angle, into baftions with faces and flanks; but the pettah, which 
is to the weft, remained within 150 yards of the wall: fo that the 
vicinity of Pondicherry was its beft defence, In the morning of the 
14th, one of the batteries opened; it fronted and battered the tower 
in the north-weft angle with one gun, and with the other took off 
the defences of the next tower in the weft wall. 

The duft feen the day before was from a body of troops marching 
to eiicamp under Villenore., The intelligence of the prefent day laid 
they were the whole army, and that Mr. Lally intended to attack 
the Englifh camp by furprize in the enfiiing night, which deter- 
mined. Colonel Coote to reconnoitre them himfelf when -the fiin 
abated in the afternoon.. All the cavalry in two divifions, each ac- 
companied by five companies of Sepoys, marched with him. When 
arrived at the Red-hill, oppofite to Villenore, he proceeded along 
the foot of it with one of the divifions, and lent the other acrols 
the plain, to examine the enemy’s out-pofts on that fide, whilft his 
own divifion came oppofite to a body of Europeans, with two field- 
pieces drawn, up in the high road neareft the hill, leading to the 
bound-hedge. They cannonaded, but at too great a diftance; and. 
Colonel Coote continued under the fide of the hill until dark, in 
order to perfuade the enemy that he intended to patrole the field all 
night; but returned foon after to the camp. Five or fix Sepoys 
and a horfe were killed in this fervice. In the liege, one of the guns 
in the battery was ruined by the fire of the fort. Shells continued , 
through the night, and the next morning, which was the 1 5th, the 
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1 760. other battery was completed and opened. It faced the tower in the 
s. w. angle, and the fire from both continued through the day as 
hot as it could be fafely kept up. The whole of the French troops 
had alTembled at Villeuore during the night, and pufhed on ad- 
vanced polls, which, in the morning, began to fkirmilh with thofe 
of the camp ; where all, excepting the men at the batteries, were 
kept in readinefs to turn out the line, but the enemy’s main body 
did not advance. Intelligence was repeated of their intentions to 
attack the camp this night, as the night before : on which Colonel 
Coote ftruck the tents at funfet, as if he meant to change his ground, 
but pitched them again in the lame place after dark; but half the 
troops lay on their arms until day-light. The howitz continued 
through the night; and in the morning the batteries which had been 
much impaired renewed their fire. The Ikirmilhes likewifc recom- 
menced between the outguards of both .jarmies. At two in the 
afternoon, both breaches appeared pra6ticable; and a deferler from 
the fort reported, that the garrifon had nearly expended their am- 
munition, and were inclined, if not immediately relieved, to lur- 
render ; on which .Colonel Coote ordered Major Gordon, who com- 
manded the attack, to fummons the commandment at four o’clock, at 
which hour he lliould proceed himfelf with the main body from the 
camp, and offer battle, to the enemy’s; which if they refufed, 
and the garrifon to furrender,- Major Gordon was to florm the 
breaches, and Colonel Coote would fend affiftance; but, if the 
enemy’s army came to an engagement, Gordon was to march from 
the batteries with his divifion, and form .the third line in the order 
of battle. Accordingly the main body advanced a mile and a half 
from the camp, and halted in fight of the enemy, who only fent 
forward their European cavalry and fome.Sepoys, which were met by 
parties of theEngldh cavalry, European and black, fiipported llkewife 
by Sepoys, and feme were wounded on both fides by fire-arms, but no 
charges made hand to hand. At fix o’clock, Colonel Coote received 
word, that the garrifen of Valdore.had confented to fiirrender without 
terms the next morning, and had given up the outer gate, on which 

he 
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he retunxecj with the line to the camp. The garrifon confifted of a i ^6q. 
captain, a lieutenant, 8o other Europeans, and 280 Sepoys : they 
had loft only two men killed, and three wounded ; and the Englifti 
not more. There were in the fort 25 pieces of cannon, and fame 
paddy. Colonel Coote, as foon as he had taken pofleflion, detached 
200 of the black horfe, with 300 Sepoys, under the command pf 
Aflaf beg, to take Trivadi, in which were fome Sepoys that pro- 
tected the diftriCt, and gathered the produce for the French govern- 
ment. 

Of the French prifoners which had been taken in the late fticcefles, 
the Prefidency of iMadrafs had inlifted 60 of thofe confined there, 
and lent them to the camp. Thefe men, as foon as they came be- 
fore Valdore, fo near their own army and their capital, deferted 
daily, and 40 of them x\'ere gone before the place was reduced ; 
fome of the company of French Volunteers like wife went off, al- 
though they had hitherto behaved with as much fpirit as if fighting 
under, inftead of againft, their own colours. But as foon as Valdore 
fell, ne\y deferters began to come over from the enemy, three, four, 
and five in a day : neverthelefs all that remained of thofe lent from 
Madrafs were returned thither to be confined again, for the perfidy 
of their comrades. 

On the 1 9th, Colonel Coote went out again in the afternoon, 
with the cavalry, and fix companies of Sepoys, to reconnoitre on the 
Red-hill; the French cavalry, fupported like wife by fome Sepoys, 
came out, and advanced along the neareft avenue, but only the Se- 
poys on either fide engaged, and that with diftant firing, until fou/ 
field-pieces came up from Viilenore, on which Colonel Coote re- 
turned to the camp. Two of his black horfemen were killed, and 
the horfe of a trooper, with five Sepoys, wounded. 

During thefe operations of the main army, Colonel Mpnfon was 
advancing with his divifion from Karical. The French prilpngns 
taken there were fent to Tritchinopoly, under the efcort of two 
companies of Sepoys, and of 60 of the Europeans, who had been 
•drawn from that garrilbn on this lervice ; two other pf theft com- 
pai>ies, and two lent by dhe Nabob, with 1 2 Europeans, yvere left 

VpL. II. 4 L in 



630 Tk^ War of Coromandel. Book XIL 

1760. io Karical. Captain Jofeph Smith, with the reft of his commaaid’ 
from Tritchinopoly, of which 30 were artillery-men, remained, as 
did half the marines from the fquaclron ;• the other half, with all- 
the battering artilleiy, were re-embarked. The Nabob with his 
troops, likewife accompanied Major Monfon. They moved on the 
loth of April, and continued by the road along the fea-fhore, until 
they came to the mouths of the Coleroon near Devicotah, when they 
ftruck to the weft, and paffed the river in its fingle channel oppo- 
fite to the pagoda of Chilambarum. At the paffage, they were 
joined by Kiftnarow, with his party of horle, who. a few days be- 
fore had intercepted two companies of Sepoys, efcorting three tum- 
brils of ammunition to Chilambarum, which he took, having killed 
and dilperfed all the Sepoys, and gathered up their arms. Major 
Monfon fuinmoned this place on the 1 9th ; and on refufal, two 
eighteen-pounders were difembarked from the fquadron, which was 
at anchor off the bar of Devicotah. They were brought on cata- 
marans up the Coleroon, and joined the camp the next day. The 
liender walls of the pagoda would not have refifted a fingle ftiot,, 
and, although the French had projefled; redoubts at the four angles, 
and one in the middle of the north, and another of the fouth wall ; 
thefe works had only been carried up a -little way in earth, and 
could only ferve for cannon fired in barbette fcafFoldings had been 
ereded for mulketry, and there was a gun in each of the towers at 
the angles. In the twilight of the evening, the garrifon perceived 
the artillery-men of the camp bringing fafcines to the fpot where 
the battery was intended, and miftook the fafcines for fcaling-lad- 
ders; on which the officers held a confultation, which did not re- 
folve until midnight ; when the camp, to their great furprize, law a 
number of torches held out together upon the wall, and cfifcovered 
amongft them a v/hlte flag, which the torches were iHuminatiug., 
The fitmal of furrender was accepted ; fome troops advanced to the 
gate,, and were admitted on the promife of good treatment to the 
garrifon ; which confifted of eight officers, and 40 other Europeans. 
The next day, the marines were fent to Devicotah, to be re-embarked 
on the fquadron; and Kiftnarow, with his horfe, was detached ta 
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deftroy the French cliftri6ls about Cuddalore. This way lay the 1760. 
neareft road to Valdore ; but Major Moiiibn, imagining that Mr. 

Tally might poll: a force at Cuddalore to inteiTupt the march of his 
own, which was not ftrong in Europeans, if they fliould take this 
route; and, being unwilling to expofe the perfon of the Nabob to 
any danger, refolved to turn inland, and attack Verdacheluni; from 
whence he might proceed to Valdore, keeping the main body of the 
army between his own divilion and Pondicherry. 

The enemy kept only Sepoys in their flation at Trivadi, who 
abandoned it on the ajip roach of Aflhf beg’s detachment, although 
they came without cannon. Encouraged by this eafy fuccefs, Affaf- 
beg proceeded towards Cuddalore, where the fame panic had pre- 
vailed, and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance ; but the town 
was not entirely deferred by the inhabitants. This ftation was of 
much utility, as the road was in fight, and at this feafbn to wind- 
ward of Pondicherry ; two companies of Sepoys Avere polled in the 
town ; the houfes of the fadlory were prepared to ferve as an holj)!- 
tal to the fquadron ; bullocks were fent off to fupply the fliips with 
frelh provifions ; and the few boatmen remaining in the town re- 
ceived encouragement to Colledl: more of their own craft from dif- 
ferent parts of the coaft. On the 25th Rear-admiral Cornifh an- 
chored in the road, with the fix men of war from Karical, and on 
the 29th was joined by Admiral Stevens, with four more from Bom- 
bay : they were part of the nine, which compofed Mr. Pocockc’s 
fquadron in the preceding year, two of which were arrived before 
with Mr. Cornifh. Of the three others, the Salifbury was not com- 
pletely repaired, and the Cumberland had not entered the dock 
when Mr. Stevens failed ; the Yarmouth remained, in confe- 
quence of orders from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pococke to 
England, from whence he had been abfent five years. All the pre- 
fidencies followed him with the mod: grateful acknowledgements of 
the eminent fervices he had rendered the nation during bis conti- 
nuance and command in the feas of India, which he completed, by 
efcorting fafely from St. Helena, in the heat of the war, 1 3 fail of the 
company’s fhips returning from their fettlements, which arrived in 
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1760. JEnglaiicl in the 06 lober following, and were the richesft fleet that 
had ever entered the Thames at one time. 

The two armies had continued in their relj^e^live encampments, 
their advanced guards in full fight, and continually alarming- one 
another ; and on the 27th at day- break, the French cavalry, with 50 
of their infantry, attacked a pofi: of Sepoys and black horle, killed’ 
fix or {even of each, and wounded more ; and lofl themfelves two 
hulTars killed, and their officer, with feveral wounded. 

Nothing of confcquence palled for feveral days after, and in the 
night between the firfi: and fccond of May, the whole French army 
decamped from Perimbe, and retreated dole to the bound-hedgCy 
leaving only an adv'anced poll with two guns about half a mile in 
front of the main body. Colonel Coote went in the afternoon, with 
his ufual efcorte of horle and Sepoys, to reconnoitre their pofitiony 
and, advancing too near, feveral of his Sepoys were killed by the 
fire of the cannon from the advanced poll. 

Major Monfon with his divifion, and the Nabob with his 
troops, arrived before Verdachelum on the 26th. This place Hands 
60 miles N. N. w. of Chillambrum, and 60 s. w. from Valdore. It 
IS extenfive, and w'as originally a pagoda, and although converted 
into a fort by the addition of towers at the angles, and projedled 
mafTes of mafonry in each of the tides as gateways, Hill continued 
of very feeble defence againft cannon. It feemed therefore only 
to acquit his military honour, that the commanding officer refufed 
to fiirrender on the flrft fummons ; for the next day,, on the ap- 
pearance of the two eighteen-pounders in battery, he of his own ac- 
cord threw out the white flag, and fur rendered at difcretion. His 
garrilbn were, befides himfelf and another officer, 13 Europeans, and 
i 50 Sepoys. This |)lace as well as Chillambrum was delivered over 
to the Nabob, who gave them in charge of his own Sepoys, and put 
both garrifons under the command of Kiftnarow. He was here 
joined by his brother, Maphuze Khan, who when leaft exjjedled, 
had left the Pulitaver in the beginning of January, and joined Ma- 
homed IlToof kt Tiiiivelly ; from whence he was ferit, with an ef- 
corte, to Puditcolah, the ptincipal town of the polygar Tondiman, 
a where 
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where he rcinaiued, ftill full of fufpicioas of the evil intentions of I’jbo. 
the Nabob, until encouraged to truft him by repeated affurances 
from the Prefidency, that no harm Ihould befall him. Pie arrived 
with very few attendants, and ha^not money to entertain more. 

From Verdachelum, the troops continued their route by Villaporum 
and Vicravandi, and arrived at Valdore on the 3d of May. Tine 
Nabob remained in the camp until the' loth, much delighted with 
the army and commanders, who had reftored him to fo great a part 
of his dominions. He then proceeded to Madrafs, in order to re- 
gulate with the Prefidency the modes of adminiftration in the coun- 
tries which had been recovered. 

The French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demoliflicd the 
parapets of the baftions, took down the three gates, and made le- 
veral breaches in the rampart, and the whole face of the town front- 
ing the fea never had a wall. Several informations had been lately 
received, that Mr. Lally intended to retake Cuddalore, of which 
Colonel Coote advifed the officers there, and warned them to keep 
Ijjecial guard. On the loth at night, 100 Europeans with 60 
huflars and three companies of Sepoys, entered the town, furprized 
and difperfed the Sepoys, and advanced to the hoipital, where they 
took- five furgeons, fix petty officers, and 58 failors and marines be- 
longing to the fquadron, moftly fick, whom they carried away, and 
left none of their own men to maintain the place. The next day, 
a reinforcement of two companies of Sepoys, with 20 of the Eu- 
ropean horfe, and a field-piece, under the command of Lieutenant 
Fitzgerald, were font into the town from the camp, and 60 marines 
were landed from the fquadron. At four in the enfuing morning, 
whilfl: it was yet dark, a ftronger jjarty than the night before en- 
tered the town again, and took the field-piece ; but, finding more 
refinance than they expefted, retreated over the rivers towards Fort 
St. David, of which the fortifications had been fo completely de- 
moliffied, that a fingle redoubt was not left to give poll: to a 
company of infantry. Lieutenant Fitzgerald, with the huflars arid 
feme Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marines, fol- 
lowed, and bung in their rear, until they had recrofled the Panar 
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1 760. beyond Fort St. David ; where the enemv abandoned the field- 

W piece they had taken. It uas laid, that the coimnander v. as killed, 
three other officers v/oniidcd, and 33 of the common lokUers killed 
and wounded. Of the Engliil^^oops a Jemidar with 20 Sejjoys 
were wounded, and a Subadhar was killed. From this earneitnefs, 
other attempts were expected, and diligence was ufed to reader the 
jjlace more defenfible, and the Sepoys were augmented to 700, On 
the 20th, information was received, that the enemy intended ano- 
ther attack, with a much greater force than the lalh ; on which, 
Colonel Coote detached an officer, with 30 Europeans, and 300 
black horfe, to Interrupt their parties, or fuccour the jjlace, 'Fhe 
officer went with the Europeans into the town, and frationed the 
horfe at a dtftance without ; between one and two in the morning, 
the expected attack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 1 50 
of the French horfe, w hich were half this body; and they had four 
field-pieces. They divided into five different afiaults ; all entered the 
town, but w'ere flopped at the traverfes v^ hich had been thrown up 
in the ftreets leading to the hofpital, which refilled the diredt fire 
of their field-pieces, and commanded their mufketry. They how- 
ever perfiffed, until two of their officers were killed, and 60 private 
men killed and wounded. The Englilli officer foUosved them,‘wit]i 
the black horfe and fome Sepoys, to the Panar : but their cavalry 
and field-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any effesShial 
attempt to interrupt their retreat. 

Oil the 23d, the Salifbury joined the Iquadron from Bomba}', and 
brought from thence to the affiffance of the army three companies 
of the royal artillery, w'hich the King had fent for the defence of 
that ifland ; and the government there, very judicioufly to the coaft, 
where they were more immediately wanted. They were 178 men, 
exclufive of officers, all found, and joined the army a few^ days 
after from Cuddalore, where they landed. After the retreat* of 
the French troops to the bound-hedge, the two camps were at 
too great a diftance to afford fuch continual occalions of Ikinnifh 
as before. • ' - 

The 
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The fucceiTes of the Englilh army, had not a little conduced to 1760. 
encreafe the diflentions which had long rent the government of 
Pondicherry-, where calamity, inftead of reconciling, only exafi>erated 
the animoiities of thofe who were flraring the fame diftreffes. The 
loft of Permacoil was imputed to the retreat of the army, which was 
on march to relieve it ; but they were only faulty in not having ad- 
vanced with more expedition; and in either cafe Mr. Lally, not 
being prefent, was exempt from blame : which ncvertheleft was 
Urgred, becaufe the officer who commanded in his abfence was of 
his owni regiment, and luppofed to be much in his favour. The fall 
of Alamparvah was afciibed to the loft of Permacoil, and Valdore 
to malignant treachery, that Pondicherry might be de^irived of the 
laft poll: which remained to proteA any convoys which might at- 
tempt to get into the town. Mr. Lally was informed of what every 
one thought and faid concerning himfelf ; and retaliated with lar- 
cafms on their Ibreneft for the loft of their own peculations out of 
the diftrids which he had been obliged to abandon. In this ftate of 
virulence were minds, when the fquadron with Mr. Corniffi was 
working up the coaft to Karical. There were in the town of Pon- 
dicherry, 600 Europeans, invalids, fit only for garrifon duty : and 
the inhabitants were 500 more Europeans. Theft, added to the 
regular troops, would contribute to make a formidable difplay, which 
Mr. Lally intended to exhibit on the ftrand to the view of the 
fquadron, as they were paffing through the road : orders were given 
in conftquence. The covenanted ftrvants of the French company 
were to be a part of the parade ; but a little before, at the hour ap- 
pointed, they came into the court of the government-houft, and 
fent up word to Mr. Lally, that they would not march unleft led by 
the Governor and Council,, whom Mr. Lally had exempted from 
this duty. Mr. Deleyrit, the governor, immediately offered to put 
htmfelf at their bead ; but the counfellors coming in, faid, that none 
of the Company’s fer\'ants were obliged to bear arms out of the walls 
of the town. On this declaration, Mr. Lally arrefted the two 
i{x>kefmen of the Council,, and two of the forwardeft of the repug- 
nants, diftrmed and difinifled the reft, and went on with the review 
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without them. The offence and puiiiflimeiit left no bounds to th <? 
mutual averfion bet\veoii him and the company’s fervauts. Whilff 
the Eno-lifh armv were attackinsr Valdore, two Blips arrived from the 
iflands: they brought neither troops nor money, but unfavourable 
advices, which were with much caution fupprelTed, and publifhed 
as good news with falute of cannon, fireworks, and rejoicings, “ T. hat 
“ Mr. D’ Ache’s fquadron, reinforced from France to 25 fail of the 
“ line, might be foon expedfed on the coaft, with a large body of 
“ land forces on board.” After the fall of Valdore, a few cnclo- 
fures under the guns at Villanorc and Ariancopang, with the ground 
within the bound-hedge, and the town of Pondicherry itfelf, con- 
tained all the live provifions, on which the colony was to rely for 
their future fuftenance, and all further means were precluded of 
bringing in grain or other articles of ilore from the country with- 
out ; for although Gingee and Thiagar remained in the hands of 
the French, their fituation was diffant, and their garrifons not ftrong 
enough to furnifh liifficient cfcorts, and no parties equal to the fame 
purpofe could be detached from the main body, without incurring 
the rifque of interception. When the farm of the diftrifts adja- 
cent to Pondicherry was taken from the European renters, and let 
to the Malabar, after the defeat at Vandivafli, there was a fuflicient 
quantity of grain on the ground in reach of Pondicherry, to have 
flocked the place, as fome fay, for years ; but money was then more 
flarce than vi6luals, and the new farmer was permitted to fell liis 
grain, that he might be enabled to pay his rent in coin into the 
treafury, inftead of delivering grain, as acquittal, into the maga- 
zines. As foon as Permacoil and Alamparvah fell, and t^e Englifli 
army advanced between Gingee and Pondicherry, Mr. Lally faw this 
error, and that it was not retrievable, but by means which he had hi- 
therto, with too much prefumption, defpifed. 

Hyder Ally, the general of the Mylbreans, had at this time ac»- 
quired the whole power of the government. He had lately taken 
the King out of the hands of his uncle, the Dalaway, whom w-e 
have feen commanding the Myfore troops before. Tritehinopoly. 

The 



Book XII. The Mysoreans. 637 

'Fhe Dalaway had agreed to retire to the fort of Myfore with a 1 760. 
jaghire allowed for his maintenance and fecuritj, and Hyder Ally 
was left without controul; for the King was young, weak, and 
timid. Not unmindful, howev-.r, of a reverie of fortune, Hyder 
Ally caft about to get Ibme place of refuge immediately for his 
trealures, and contingently for his owm perfon ; and judicioully pre- 
ferred Thiagar in the Carnatic, as well for the diffictdty of accels 
to it from Myfore, as the inexpugnable nature of its fortifications. 

A Portuguefe monk, named Norognha, who alTumcd, and perhaps 
had obtained, the title of Bilhop of HalicarnafTus, had, by refidencc 
under the pretext of religious miffion, acquired much knowledge of 
the adjacent countries, as well as of the Carnatic itfelf, and Mr. 

Lally, immediately on his arrival at Pondicherry, gave him his con- 
fidence, and employed him in all his tranfaftions with the chiefs of 
the country. The bifhop performed his commiffions with zeal; for 
he was greedy of money, and it is a common cuftora'in India to 
giye fbme to the negotiator of a treaty. It was he who bargained 
for the Morattoes who joined the French army at Arcot ; after 
which he continued in Velore, watching over opportunities, Rni 
either fuggefted to Hyder Ally, or difeovered his inclinations, to 
obtain Thiagar. Mr. Lally feeing no other means of procuring 
’'^elief to the neceffities which began to threaten Pondicherry, 
'repreffed the contempt wdth which he had hitherto regarded 
the military faculties of the princes in India, and fent two of his 
officers to conclude the treaty wdth Hyder Ally. It w'as agreed, 

“ that Hyder fliould immediately fend a body of 2000 horfe, and 
“ 3000 Sepoys, with artillery, wffio, on their arrival at Thiagar, 

“ were to be put in poffeffioia of that fort, and of Elvanafore, with 
“ the dependencies of both, which were to remain the property of 
the Myforcans in perpetuity as long as the flag of France exifted 
“ m India. This army was to be paid at the rate of 1 00,000 rupees 
“ a month, from the day of their arrival at Thiagar., Ten eighteen- 
“ pounders were to be given as a prefent to Hyder, exclufive of the 
artillery in the two forts,, which, as well as all the military ftores, 

“ was to be delivered with them. His troops were to be furniffied 
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“ with ammunition, whilfl: lerving for the French; who, after the 
“ Carnatic Ihould be cleared, were to afiift him in conquering the 
“ fouthern countries of Madura and Tinivcllv. Befides the number 
already ilipulated, Hyder Ally engaged to fupply 1000 horfe and 
“ 2000 Sepoys more ; in confideration of which, half the countries 
“ which fhould be recovered in the Carnatic, were to be afligned to 
“ his government, excepting the French company’s domains of 
“ Villenore, Valdore, Bahoor, and Alampaiwah : the territory of 
“ Vellore, as belonging to Mortizally, their ally, and the diftridls de- 
“ pendant on Trinomalee, having been granted in appanage to Ra- 
“ jahfaheb, the fon of Chundafaheb, were likewife exempted ; and 
“ whatfoever portion of tlie Carnatic fhould fall to the Myforeans, 
“ was to be delivered back to the French, in proportion to the pro- 
grefs of the acquifitipns in the Ibuthern co\intries.” 

The negotiation was conduced with fo much fecrecy, that no 
fqrmifes of it were obtained by the Englifli until the 34th of May, 
juft as their late fuccefles feemed to have left nothing on the land, 
which could interrupt the profecution of their intention to 
blockade Pondicherry ; for which, preparations were making at 
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote received intelligence of this iin- 
expeited alliance by a letter from one of his correljjondents in 
Pondicherry, fignifying, that Mr. Lally was preparing a confider- 
able detachment, to march and join Hyder Ally at Thiagar. 
Hyder it was known was not there, nor was there any probability 
that his other intereft would permit him to leave Seringapatam ; 
nor were any dilpofitions pblerved in the enemy’s encampment, 
which fignified fuch a detachment as was faid to be going. On the 
30th, Colonel Coote went out to reconnoitre them himfelf, accom- 
panied as ufual by the black horle and Sepoys. The enemy can- 
nonaded hotly, and killed fome of the horfemen ; but Aflaf beg, with 
two or three fquadrons, broke in upon their Sepoys, and killed 14 
of them. Nothing appeared for feveral days after to confirm the 
intelligence ; and Colonel Coote began to regard it as a rumour 
thrown out by Mr. Lally himfelf, to conceal fome other defign, 
when, on the 7th of June, he received a confirmation of it from 
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Kiftnarow, who had been ordered to look out, and had advanced 
with his party to Volcondah. 

The firft divifion of the Myibre troops, confining of ipoo horfe,. 
and 2000 Sepoys, arrived at T'hiagar on the 4th of June, and the next 
day fome of their parties, roaming to colled! cattle, Ikirmifhed with 
Kiftnarow’s near the pettah of Volcondah. The reft of the divilion 
ftill remaining at Thiagar were 30 miles nearer Pondicherry ; and 
Kiftnarow believing the exaggerated accounts of their numbers, and 
being in want of ammunition, hurried back to j>rote£l: the diftridb 
of Verdachelum, which had been entrufted, not without profit, to 
his care; from hence he fent his report and his fears to Colonel 
Coote, with earneft requeft of reinforcements ; and then, he faid, he 
would march, and beat the Myforeans. 

A month before the rumouis of thefe troojjs, the forces which 
the Myfore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced 
hoftilities againft the adjacent Polygars depending on Tritchinopoly ; 
and it was reported that they intended to get poffelfion of ther 
pals of Nattam, which would preclude the immediate communica- 
tion between Tritchinopoly and Madura. But as the Myforeans 
in thefe quarters had feveral times before attacked the pofleffions of 
the Nabob, their prefent hoftilities had not led to any fuliiicions of 
the greater effort which Hyder Ally was preparing againft the 
Carnatic ; nor were they deemed of danger to require immediate 
reliftance from this province : but hlahomed Iffoof fent a detach- 
ment from Tinivelly to Madura, from whence they were to take 
the field and enter the diftri6!s of Dindigul ; and the troops main- 
tained by the Nabob for the jiroteftion of the diftrifts of Tritchi- 
nopoly, affembled at the pafs of Nattam, under the command of 
Huffain Cawn, who had ferved wdth the French at Terriore and Se- 
'ringham until they retreated out of thefe countries, when he offered 
his fei-vice to the Nabob, and was accepted. 

The heats of the fealbn, fince the land-winds had fet in in April, 
had this year been much more intenfe than ufual ; and had ftruck 
ficknels through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300 
were in the holpital, and to preferve the reft from the fun, the day- 
duty of the line was done .by the Sepoys. From the fame attention 
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fifty of the late- deferters hau been incorporated, and called the Free 
Compan}-, under the command of t%vo French officers, brothers, of 
t’ne name of Maitin ; hke the French volunteers, they \\-ere intend- 
ed for the fervices of moil; fatigue and danger, and -were now em- 
pitjved, for the frft time. They marched on the lotli, accompanied 
by 25 CoiTrecs, two companies of Sepoys, 1000 black horfe, and an 
iron gun with five European gunners, to join Kiftnarow atVillapo- 
rum ; as it was fiippofcd the Myloreaus would attempt to pafs either 
by this place or Trivadi. 

Althou^rh no regular detachments had marched from Pondichernu 
fmall parties to the amount of 200 Europeans had paffed at different 
tim.es undilcovered to G ingee, and from thence proceeded to Thia- 
gar, before the firff divlfion of Alyibreans arrived there ; but re- 
mained in order to accompany the main body to Pondicherry. 
Prepai'ing for this imjiortant convoy and reinforcement, the garri- 
fons beth of Thiagar and Gingee had collected all the cattle, which 
the inhabitants had not driven out of their reach : but the My- 
fore horfe in three days fwept a much greater number ; but re- 
fufed to proceed with them, until fully apprized w hat interruption 
they were likely to meet in the way ; and the French officers were 
afraid to tell them that they onl}' ran the rifque of more by this 
delay. 

The Martins arrived at Villaporum on the iith, and heard no- 
thing of Kiffnarow; and the commandant of Gingee, thinking he 
could cope with their detachment, marched from his forts with 100 
Europeans, fomc Sepoys, and black horfe. The IMartins, as well as 
the deferters tliey commanded, behaved w ith much fpirit in their 
new caufe, and repulfed their countrymen, who a6i:ed but faintly. 
Some of the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a To- 
paze, and a Coffree, were made prifoners. 

Notwithftanding this fuccefs and repeated injun( 9 ions Kiffnarow 
ffill kept aloof ; and, as it was fuppofed that the Mylbreans already 
arrived v.’ere the whole body, and w^ould advance, accompanied by 
the Europeans from Thiagar, to which force that with the Maj- 
tiiis, although fhong, would in no wife have been equal, another 
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detachment ilill flronger was fent from the camp : both when 
joined would amount to 190 European infantry, 30 European horfe, 
25 Coitrees, 6 zo Sepoys, and 1600 black horfe; and were to be 
commanded by Major More, the fame who marched in January to 
Tripetty, and had lately been promoted from the rank of captain. 

More Myforeans arriving, they called in their parties, and 
being joined by 40 or 50 of the French troops from Thiagar, 
ajjpeared before Tricalore on the loth; but, the Frenchmen 
having brought only two or three fmall field-pieces, and the 
fort being of ftone, the Sepoys within, who were three good com- 
panies left there by Captain Airey, refufed to furrender ; and 
by the fire of their mulketry from the walls obliged the enemy to 
retire ; who then ^yent againi!; Tritchimungalum, a fort five miles to 
the eafi, where the garrifon, which ^\•as likew ife of Sepoys, took 
fright, and evacuated it on their approach. From this place all 
the Myfore cavalry, now 1500, fet off for Pondicherry, driving a 
multitude of cattle, but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even 
their own, that, if interrupted, the horle might be free to force their 
way, or retire. The rule of thele countries had fo often been fliifted 
to and fro by the fortune of war, and they had luffered fo much, 
as well from the ravages pf hoftility, as the concuffions of unfettled 
government, that they regarded both the Englilh and French at 
leaft as tyrants, when not enemies; and, at this time, the renters 
and heads of villages, not knowing how fbon they might have new 
mafierSj gave no aflillance to Major More's detachment, who, dif- 
trefled for provifions, and mifled by fahe intelligence, advanced frojn 
Villaporum towards Tricalore, w'here they expefled fupplies, and 
hoped to intercept the Myforeans in their route; who had paffed be- 
fore to the fouth, by Trivanelore, and arrived at Trivadi on the 
23d, where they halted the day. Mr. Lally, apprized of their 
approach, had moved his whole army from the bound hedge 
to his former encampment at Perimbe in full fight of Valdore, 
and then detached 50 pf his European cavalry to join the 
Myforeans on the road. Colonel Coote received quick intel- 
ligence pf their .aiTiyal at Trivadi, wiA. an account pf their num- 
4 hers. 
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bers, and imtnediatelv lent out ail the cavaln* remaining in the 
camp, which were loco biack, and 8o European horle: they were 
led by Vafierot, but Avhiift proceeding flraight towards Trivadi, the 
?^Iyforeans filed off from thence along the Panar, until they reached 
the bounds of Fort St. David, and then croffing the plain, and keep- 
ing about a mile from the lea, came in towards the evening at 
Ariancopang, three miles in the rear of the French camp at Perimbe 
They fet out from Trivadi, with 2000 head of cattle, \^’hich re- 
tarding their mai ch, tiiey left in different herds in various places, 
intending to return and bring them in by detachments; lo that only 
300 bullocks arrived wnth them at the French camp. 

The day after, iSIr. Lally, in order to make proof of their fer^'ice, 
advanced with them all, and the French European horfe, towards 
the grand guard of the Englifh cavalry, which was polled a mile and 
a half in front of the camp. All, when at a proper dillaiice, fet 
off on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel 
Coote immediately pufhed to relic'e them with the main body of 
the cavalry, from the camp ; but before they came up, as thefe kind 
of onfets are generally decided in a very few minutes, the whole 
guard was difperfed, and hurrying back to take fhelter with the 
main body. The IV'Iyforeans carried off 30 horles belonging to the 
black cavalry, and feven to the huflars. 

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel- 
ligence of the cattle which had been left on the ^vay, went 
out with the Sepoys of his garriibn, and in two or three (^ays col- 
lected and drove in 900 of them; and none of the reft got into 
Pondicherry. 

The detachment of Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by 
Hyder Alley to fettle the treaty and the plan of operations with the 
French government. A little before their arrival a report had been 
fpread, that orders were on the way recalling Mr. Lally to France ; 
which the Myforeans hearing infifted that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the 
members of the Council, ffiould fign the treaty; had they re- 
fufed, no further affiftance was to be expedled ; they, therefore figned 
it, but at the fame time compofed a proteft, which they kept en- 

Urely 
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tirely fecret amongft themfelves, objetling more elpecially to the 1760. 
monthly Him which the Myi'oreans were to recewe as pay, to dil- 
charge which no money exifled; and that the territories ceded to them 
were of much more value than the indefinite fervices they w-ere likely 
to perform. Neverthelefs this clandeftine difapprobation was unwor- 
thy their office, being calculated to exempt themfelves from blame, and 
to exago-erate it on Mr. Lallv, if affairs fhould better w'ith the affifi:^ 
ance of the Myforeans; at the fame time the apparent fandlion evinced 
that the council faw no immediate means fo likely to ftoj) the progrels 
of the Engliffi fucceffes, which had taken every thing abroad but 
Thiagar and Gingee, and were at this inftant menacing the capital, 
Pondicherry: fo that had the council meant fincerely, they only pro- 
raifed the half of wh.at they had loft, or never poffefled, to obtain the 
only chance of gaining the other half, perhaps of prefeiwing what 
remained. The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at 
night all the Mylbreans went atvay, promifing to return t'-ery foon 
with their whole force, and abundance of provilions. 'I'he next day 
the French army retreated from Perimbe to the bound-hedge. 

In this interval, the fquadron had been joined by two ftiips of the 
line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panther of 64 guns, 
which anchored at Cuddalore on the 15th; and a few days after one 
of the Company’s fhips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar 
coaft, with a detachment of 100 Europeans, and 122 Topaffes, 
fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This, with the 
detachment of artillery which arrived a little before, would have been 
a great reinforcement at any time, but was at this junfture more 
elpecially feafonable ; and thefe exertions did honour to the councils 
of that Preftdency, which had hitherto been very cautious of parting 
with any part of its force. 

On the 30th, the day after the French army returned to their bounds. 

Colonel Coote detached the remainder of the huflars, who were 20, 

500 black horfe, 50 European infantry, and four companies of Sepoys, 
to Major More, that he might be ftrong enough to encounter the 
whole body of the Myforeans in their approach to Pondicherry. 

This officer had been Joined at Tricalore on the a4th, by Kiftna- 

row, 



644 The War of Coromandel. .BookXlL 

71,760, row, v.'ith 500 horl’e, and as many Sepoys. They proceeded againfc 
Trichimnngalum, which liirrendered after a fhort refifcance on the 
26th. The garrifon were a ferjcant, another European, and 180 
Sepoys, with a much greater ftore of ammunition than their num- 
ber required. They had colledted 900 head of cattle in the fort, 
and a large quantity of grain in the town. Major Moore was 
again mifled by his intelligence, and the party of iNIyforeans return- 
ing from Pondicherry to Thiagar pafl'ed again out of his reach. 

Mr. Lally determined to riii|ue nothing before the main body 
of the Myforeans arrived ; and his troops w^ere too itrongly pofled 
in front of, and within the bound-hedge, to be attacked by a force, 
w'hich exceeded them fb little as the Englifh armv, fince tlie 
detachments it had lately fent abroad. So that both armies con- 
curring in the fame caution, in expediation of the fame event, 
nothing of any moment pafTed between them for twenty days. Co- 
lonel Coote, in this interval, went to hladrafs. He left the camp 
on the 6th of July, and returned on^ the 14th. The next day he 
received intelligence from hlajor jMoore, that the Myforeans were 
fet out from Thiagar, with a veiy large convoy of provifions. This 
intelligence was confirmed the next day, with their route ; and at 
three the next morning, which was the 1 7th, the van di^ ifion of 
the army under Colonel Monfon moved, and took pofleiiion of 
Perimbe, which is the ground under the point of the red-hill diredlly 
opjjofite to Villenore, The reft of the army came up before day- 
light; a party was immediately detached to take polTeflion of the 
pettah of Villenore, and make preparations for batteries ; another 
deftroyed a redoubt on the hill over Perimbe, w hich the enemy had 
lately eredled, in the Ijjot where they before had raifed the barracks for 
their cavalry, w'hich Colonel Coote had burnt on his firft excurfion 
to reconnoitre this ground fromPermacoil. The diftance acrofs, from 
the Red-hill, to the fort of Villenore and the river of Ariancopang, 
is little niore than a mile, and the army poffeffed the whole Ipace 
in pofts and enclofures, which could not be attacked in front to- 
wards Pondicherry without great difadvantage; and nothing was 
apprehended in the rear, although the MyfbreRns tvere coming; for 

they. 
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they, it was not doubted, would, as before, endeavour to join the 
French army, by avoiding the Englifh. 

On this day, the 17th, the troops with Major Moore, and the 
whole body of the Mylbreans, ad\ ancing by different routes, arrived 
nearly at the fame hour in fight of Trwadi. With Moore were 
180 European infantry, 30 Cotfrees, and 50 huffars, and together 
M’ich Kiftnarow’s the black horfc were 1 600, and the Sepoys noo. 
The Myforeans v/ere 4000 horfe well mounted, 1000 Sepoys, and* 
200 Europeans, or Topaffes of the French army, of whom a part 
managed eight pieces of cannon. At this time, when the Englifh 
troops had been fo long accuftomed to fuccefs, it was fuppofed, that 
the force with Major Moore, notwithftunding the inequality of 
numbers, might have flood at lead; an oblfinate brunt ; but it hap- 
pened otherwile ; for by fome mifchance or mifconducl:, of which 
no certain account has ever been sfiven, they were totally routed. 
The black horfe and Sepoys, who it is laid firfl gave way, dilperfed 
on every fide ; five and twenty of the huffars were, cut to pieces, 

• aii<r moft of the reft were wounded ; they were the only part which 
behaved with firmnefs, fighting after they were deferted by the 
European infantry, who retreated in great hurry and diforder to the 
fort of Trivadi, which they gained with the lofs of 15 killed and 
40 wounded. 

The news of this misfortune reached Colonel Coote the next day, 
and encrealed his anxiety to get j)ofieffion of Villenore ; for it M^as 
not doubted that Mr. Lally, as foon as joined by the Myforeans, 
would make every effort to fave this place. 

The left of the Englifli encampment was at the foot of the hill 
of Perimbe, and it extended 1500 yards to the right, acrofs the 
plain towards Villenore. Through the center of the camp palled a 
road (railed as. all the others on the plain above tlie common level 
of the ground, and) with a row of trees on each fide. This avenue 
comes almoft in a ftiiiight line from a redoubt in the bound-hedge, 
called the illenore ; but receives its name from the village of 
Oulgarry, through which it jjalfcth about half-way between the 
bound-hedge and the hill of Perimbe. At a thoufand yards in front 
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of the Engiliii encampment, and 2000 from the bound-hedge, 
another avenue called the \'iIi£nore, itrikes oit from tlie avenue 
cf Oubzarrv, on the left as vcu come from the bound-'iedge, on 
rhe ri^ht, if looking" from the camp. The \uIienore, after con- 
tiqjiing 40D cards at a right angle from the Oulgarry, turns nearly 
at another right angle, and leads irraighi v. ell:, and parallel to the 
other avenue ; but ccaies mi-dv ay in the plain bet'veen Perimb^ 
and the fort of ViUenore, 'rthich Colonel Coore was pre-jaring to 
attack, and which mull; ahvavs be diftlngniihed, in confcering 
oar narrative, from the redoubt of the lame name in the bound- 
hedge : the ^*ulenor^ avenue, tOivards its termination, covered 
the right fiank of the Engiiin camp. From a redcubt in the bound- 
hedee, at icon cards to the right of the avenue of Oulearrv, com- 
menceth another avenue, cailed, as well as the redoubt itielf, the 
V'aldore: this avenue continues only icoc. yards frraight to the well, 
when, Hopped by the oppoStion of the Pi-ed-hiil, it inclines in ano- 
ther Hraight line to the left, until it has verged v/ithin 300 yards 
of the avenue of Omgarry, which it then joins in another Hraight 
line, and at a right a’lgle on the right, exactly facing the junction 
of the Villenore avenue on the other lice the read, fo that both to- 
gether interiected the avenue of Oulgarry at right angles in the Hme 
point. It was along the Valdore a'. cnue that Colonel Coote, with 
his cavalry, follovred the French troops, when they retreated before 
iiim on the 7 th of March, the firlr time he went to reconnoitre the 
ground about Pcndicherry". Exactly oppofite to the fecond angle 
of the \*aldo:e avenvie, as you come from the bound-hedge, and 
^he firft if you are going to it from the avenue of Oulgarry, ftar.ds 
a hillock, the higheit, and the only conlpicuous one on the jjiain, 
detached from the Red-hill ; from the outward ridge of which this 
hillock is about 300 yards difiant : thus fituated, it commanded 
In flank the third or laH, and in flant the middle or fecond turn- 
ing of the Valdore avenue. Colonel Coote, having confidered 
all the ^ound we have deferibed, fortified the hillock with a 
clofed redoubt of three guns, threw up a retrenchment of three 
guns acrofs the avenue of Oulgarry, 1 50 yards in front cf the 
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f]}ot where It is joined by the two others, and raifed another acrofs i 760; . 
the Villenore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the redoubt on 
the hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in front of the camp, which 
the hiU of Perimbe defended 011 the left ; on the right, the plain 
on the other fide of the Villenore avenue w'as open and paifiable to 
cannon and cavalry, even to the rear of the camp. But this ap- 
proach would now* be protcfled by the troops fiationed in the vil- 
lages under \’’illenore, and employed in the attack of this fort. All 
the three works w-ere fiiiiflied between the night of the 17th and 
the morning of the 19th. This difjjofition was devifed with much 
fcience ; for every thing w'as obviated which might produce a gene- 
ral difafier, if the troops Ihould be compelled to quit the attack of 
Villenore, of which the fuccefs was fcarcely ])robable, if the enemy, 
as might be expedled, rifqucd boldly for its fafety. 

A thirteen-inch mortar, fent from ?*ladral's, and landed at Cudda- 
lore, arrived in camp on the 19th, and was immediately planted to 
bombard the fort ; but the fhells fent with it were too fmall, and 
would not take any certain range, and heavy rains prevented any 
W'ork at the batteries during the night. 

The next morning the French army, not yet joined by the whole 
body of INIyforeans, apjjeared advancing along the river of Arian- 
copang, as if they intended to attack the detachments ftationed 
to guard the batteries ; on which Colonel Coote marched from 
the right of the camji with the two battalions of the Company’s 
troops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to meet the enemy, who 
halted, and began to cannonade; during which Draper’s and 
Coote’s regiments wfith the reft of the black troops, by previous 
difjoofition, marched from the left of the camp along the foot of the 
Red-hill, as if they intended to ftorm the redoubts of the bound- 
hedge, and get into the rear of the enemv’s a^■n^■. Mr. Lallv be- 
lieved this feigned intention to be real, and immediately retreated 
to his former ftations ; a few of the Englilh cavalry and Sepoys 
were wounded. In the evening the Mylbreans arrived from Trivadi 
w ith 3000 -bullocks, carrying their baggage, and drawing their ar- 
tillery, and 3000 more laden with rice, and other provilions ; the 
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French detachments from Thiagar and G ingee accompanied them : 
they came in unmolcflcd, as before, by Ariancopang, and their ar- 
rival was complimented with a long lalute of cannon. In the even- 
ing the guards before Vdienorc were reinforced, and double diligence 
employed through die night at the batteries. 

riTe fort of Viilenore v\ as a circle 50 yards in diameter within the 
wall; it was furrounded by a ditch, a covered-way, and a glacis cut 
in angles, as a flar. The rampart was a conftrudtion of malbnry, 
divided into ten lodgements, or chambers, which were arched, the 
vaults bomb-proof, and the interftices at top were filled up to an 
equal level, which formed the terrace on which the cannon were 
mounted. Each of the chambers was likevrife opened through the 
outfide of the wall in cafements intended for cannon, but none 
were mounted in them. The breadth of the rampart, which was 
the length of the chambers, was 30 feet, and reduced the area 
within to a finall pentagon, which in no direftion tvas more than 
45 feet over; fo that if the chambers had not been bomb-proof, 
the place could not have flood an hour againft this kind of artillery. 
Two villages lay near the fort, one direflly north, the other to the 
north-eaft. They were about 200 yards from each other, and both 
w'ere occupied by the Englifh troops. The- paflage through the 
glacis to the fort was flraight, and nothing obftrufted the view 
quite up to the foot of the wall but the barrier gate, and the draw- 
bridge, when up ; neither of which could refift a fhot ; neverthelefs, 
the French had negledled to cover this opening by a traverfe, either 
in front or behind the paffage. The advantage was taken, and a 
battery of two eighteen-pounders was eredled between the two vil- 


lages, to breach through the opening : another of the fame force was 
ere6ted in the village to the north, to deftroy the parapet, and take 
in reverie the part intended to be breached. 


Both batteries opened with the day on the 1 6th. At nine o’clock 


the French army, with all the Myforeans, horfe and foot, ap- 
proached along the bank of the river of Ariancopang. Some of the 
black horfe and Sepoys, with three field-:pieces, were fent from the 
Englifh camp to :^op their advanced parties, whilft the line got 
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under arms ; and as fbon as they V.'ere in motion, a detachment of 
Europeans, with four field-pieces, filed off fi-om the right to reinforce 
the villages of Villenore. By this time the battcric^ there had beat 
down the parapet, and lilencecl the enemy’s fire from the fort, when 
two companies of Sepoys fet off on the full nm, and pofied them- 
felves under the brick facing of the covered- way, in a hollow, where 
the earth had not been filled up, as in other parts, to the crell of 
the glacis ; fome, more adventurous, jumped over the wall. Still 
the garrifon had nothing to fear ; for the Sepoys had a ditch to pafs, 
and a very imperfeft breach to mount ; but the commanding officer 
held out a flag of truce, and opened the gates to a detachment of 
Europeans, who haftened up on the firft fight of the flag. They 
immediately raifed the Englilh colours on the rampart, and turned 
the guns aganifl; the French and Myloreans, who were advanced, 
along the river-fide within the random reach of cannon-fiiot. The 
change was received with the curfes of every man in the French 
army. All the lines flopped involuntarily, and at once, flricken by 
horror ; and Mr. Tally, more confounded than any, immediately 
ordered the whole to retreat under the guns of Ariancopang. There 
were in the fort 30 Europeans, i a Coffrees, and eight pieces of can- 
non on the ramparts, which might have held out two days longer, 
before the Englilh would have ventured to ftorm ; and ten minutes 
more in the prefent hour would have brought on a general engage- 
ment to decide its fate. Of all'his luccefles, Colonel Coote deemed 
this the mofl fortunate, , becaufe leafl expetled. Neverthelefs he had 
exerted much ability to place the army in a fituation to make the 
attack in fight of the enemy’s, and, if it failed, have nothing un- 
equal to apprehend. 

The firft arrival of the Myforeans in the province had alarmed 
the Prefidency of Madrafs, as much as it lurprized the army ; for, 
befides the interruption they might give to the fliccefs of the war, 
the Nabob’s revenues were loft wherever their parties appeared; and, 
as horfe, they might in the back country extend their ravages from 
Tritchinopoly to Arrot : and this detriment was the more dreaded, 
becaufe the company in England, relying on the treafures of Bengal, 

had 
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had determined to fend no bullion to any of their fettlements in 
India, and the Prcfidencv of Bensrai liad confumed all their incomes, 
and were borrou ing money. It was therefore propofecl to the 
Nabob, who was at IMadrals, to march with w'hat troops had ac- 
companied him thither, lupported by a detachment of Europeans 
from the garriion, in order to proteft the countries between Gingee 
and Trinomaly, and all behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard 
Smith, at 'rritchinopoly, as foon as he had acquired intelligence of 
the {Irenq-th and intentions of the RN foreans which w^ere come into 
the Carnatic, propofed the expediency of a diverfion, by marching 
with a force from his garrifon, and attacking the diftricls of Myfore, 
which confine on the weftward to thofe of Tritchinopoly, whilft 
the troops ordered l)y Mahomed llToof from Madura, fhoidJ keep 
the Myforeans of Dindigul at bay. The idea was approved as the 
moll probable refource ; he was ordered to carry it into execution, 
and Tanjore and Tondiman u ere requelled to give him what alTill- 
ance he might require. 

The Nabob marched from Madrafs on the 3d of July, and on the 
7th he arrived at Vandivalli; after loitering there Ibme days, he 
I'uddenly changed his mind from keeping the field againll the J\ly- 
foreans, and went away to make his entrance into his capital of 
Arcot; but left 700 of his horfe, and 500 of his Sepoys, with his 
brother. Maphuze Khan, \vho on the zed came with them to the 
army at Perimbe. The day after Colonel Coote, with all the ca- 
valry of the army, a great part of the Sepoys, feveral field-pieces, 
an eighteen-pounder on a field-carriage, but without any European 
infantry, advanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it 
W'ere of meeting the Myforeans with equal arms could not ])rovoke 
them to come out and try their Rrength; but the French infantry 
advanced and cannonaded from feven pieces of cannon, which only 
wounded two European gunners. 

The next morning, the 24th, on intelligence that a large body 
of the Myforeans intended to march that night to the weflward to 
elcort provifions, Major Monlbn was detached, with all the black 
cavalry, fix companies of Sepoys, and two field-pieces, to take poll 
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at Valdore, near which, it was fuppofed, the Myforeaas would re- 1760. 
turn ; but only a few were gone out, who halted at Rangapillah’s 
choultry on the fea fliore, fix miles to the north of the bound- 
hedge, where they were joined on the 26th by the large body from 
Pondicherry, of which intelligence had been given on the 24th. 

All went on to Permacoil ; Major Monlbn followed them on the 
27th, and arrived on the 28th, when none were remaining there. 

In the mean time, Lieutenant Eifer had been detached from the 
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Europeans, and a hundred 
black horfe, the beft in the army, to proceed from Rangapillali’s 
choultry along the fea-ihore, whilft Major Monfon was endea- 
vouring to come up with them on the other tide ; but they had ftruck 
off in feveral parties, fome towards Gingee, others to the north- 
ward, Iprcading to colleft cattle, and deffroying whatfoever elfe be- 
longed to the inhabitants, who, as their ground now fupplied the 
Englilh army with provilions, were every where conlidered by the 
French as armies. One of thefe parties went to Allampan-ah, 
where they plundered the pettab, and took a Lieutenant, v/ho was 
lick, and chancing to be taking the air, having fhot him through 
the back as he W'as endeavouring to efcape in his palakin ; how- 
ever the cannon of the fort drove the party away, and. as they were 
returning along the fhore towards Pondicherry, they fell unawares 
acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by v.'hom they v/erc intirely routed, and 
30 of their horfe lurrendered to him, with which he returned to 
the camp in the evening, v/here major Monfon’s di\ ifion likewife 
rejoined the lame day; for the whole cavalry of the camp had 
marched in thefe two divifions. 

The laff day of the month brought the welcome arrival of five 
of the Company’s fliips frorn England in the Road of Cuddalore: 
and two days after came in another, which had feparated from them. 

There were on board of the fix, 600 men drafted from regiments 
in England, to replace the deiicicnces which might have happened 
in Draper’s and Coote’s. 

Cn the 3d of Auguft, the . free company of Frenchmen were fent Augifl. 
to get in the rear of one of the enemy’s advanced polls, which lay 

in 
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1760. in the Valdore road, about half a mile from the bound-hedge. They 
marched along the Ikirts of the Red-hill, and, coming by furprize, 
killed and wounded fcvcral, and drove the reft to the bound-hedge. 

The Mylorean';, according to their contraft, had delivered all the 
provilions they brought into the magazines of Pondicherry, where 
they -were carefully ftored for future need. The purluit of Monfon, 
and the fuccefs of Kiler, deterred them from going' out again in 
large detachments, and although the Knglilh army could not cover 
the ground ftiihclenth' to prevent fmall p'arties from getting back, 
with a few head of cattle or other provifions, yet all thefe fupplies 
were unequal to the daily conlumi>tion of 10,000 mouths; for, with 
their followers, the iNIyfore army amounted to this multitude; and 
in a few days rice began to ftll in their camp at the rate of two 
pounds for a rupee. This diftrefs, the conftant fatigue and rifque 
neceflary to redrefs it, and their convidtions of the fuperiority of the 
Englifli army, as well by the lofs of Villenore, as the caution of the 
French to rilque an engagement fince that event, taade them weary 
of their expedition and alliance; and their Sepoys, foreieeing lei's 
likelihood of retreating with fafety than the horfe, began to delert in 
numbers every day. 

The garrifon of Gingee had colledted 2000 carriage bullocks, and 
rice to load on them, and, w'ith various parties w'hich had got out 
from Pondicherry, 150 Europeans of the infantry, and 100 of the 
cavalry, were waiting there to eicort this train, expedling to be 
joined by the Myfore horfe; who were by this time determined 
to go away to Thiagar, and return no more; on w'hich, 50 more 
Europeans, with three companies of Sepoys, were detached from 
Pondicherry, to reinforce the convoy. Colonel Coote took meai’ures 
to prevent its arrival. Some Sepoys patroled along the fea-ihore, as 
far as Rangapillah’s choultry; from Alamparvah, Martin, with the 
free company, four of Sepoys, and three field-pieces, marched on 
the 1 2th, to lie betw-eeii Valdore and Permacoil, and were rein- 
forced the next day by 30 huITars with Lieutenant Kircher. Whilft 
thefe parties were on the north and N. w. Enfign Turner marched 
from Cuddalore to Trivadi, with the feven companies of Sepoys 
^ ' belong- 
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belonging to that garrifon, in which Major Monfon remafned 
with the troops juft arrived from England : fo that the outlets to 
the s. w. and s. were equally well guaixled, and the main body of 
the army lying between Villenore and the Red-hill utterly pre- 
cluded the palTage to or from the weft. The convoy from Gingec 
were expefted to fet out on the i zth, but did not until the evening 
of the r^th; intelligence of which was loon after brought to Colo- 
nel Coote, who went off at 1 1 at night, with all the black cavalry, 
200 Europeans, the hundred Topaffes from Bombay, and two field- 
pieces, and proceeded towards Killenore. The fame night the 
greateft part of the Myfore horfe decamped from the glacis of 
Pondicherry, and marching faft fell in when it was deep dark 
with Martin and Kircher, who, charging them unexpeftedly met 
no refiftance, killed 40, took 200 of their horfe, and 900 bullocks 
laden with their baggage. At day-break Colonel Coote came up 
with his party, when all the Myforeans were not yet out of 
light; they were retreating in broken parties to the weft- ward. 
Colonel Coote divided his force in purftiit of them, which returned 
the lame day with many more bullocks and two European prifoners. 
One divilion of the Myforeans efcaped both the encounter and pur- 
lliit. They were at Tome diftance in the rear, when the front was 
ftopped, on w'hich they immediately turned back, and palling as 
they had come at the back of the Red-hill, and by the fea Ihore, re- 
gained the bounds of Pondicherry. 

Notwithftanding this rout, it was ftill conlidered as doubtful, 
whether the Myforeans might not join and return with the convoy 
waiting at Gingee ; and to prevent the continual fatigue of detach- 
ments marching from the camp on every report, to watch and in- 
tercept their approach, it was determined to poll a force fufiicient 
to cope with them feparate from the main body of the army, which 
continued at Perimbe. The detachment which had adfcompanied the 
Nabob from Madrafs, when it was luppofed he intended to keep 
the field towards Trinomaly, advanced from Vaiidivalli; and f.:i the 
19th encamped at Ratlagramon, a town under the hills to the eaft 
of Gingee, and ten miles north of Vaklore ; a ftation which the 
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convoy could not avoid without much circuit and trouble. The 
detachment was immediately joined by another from the camp, 
v/hen the whole amounted to 200 European foot, 50 Coftrces, 500 
Sepoys, 50 European horfe, hulfars, and 500 black horfe ; they 
were commanded by Captain Preilon. 

The 500 [Slyloreans which had returned to Pondicherry 'svere afraid 
to venture out again in a body, but in ev^ery of the fucceeding nights 
lent off fmall parties, which paffed undiicovered. To flop thofe 
which remained, two companies of Sepoys, with too of the black 
horfe, were detached with Enfign Meredith, and took poft at Ran- 
gapillali’s choultry. Another detachment of Sepoys naarched the 
fame day from the camp in queft of a party of Europeans which 
had marched the night before from Pondicherry for Gingee, biit 
only brcjught back four, whom they had picker! up lagging on the 
road with fatigue. Early the next morning, a ftrong detachment 
from the bounds attacked the poff at Rangapillah’s choultry, and 
obliged the party there to retreat. On the firft notice, two compa- 
nies of Sepoys, and all the grand guard of cavalry, marched to luf- 
tain them, and the enemy retired on their appearance. 

In two or three nights more, all the Myforeans wdio had returned 
to Pondicherry were gone, and all their parties had efcaped without 
interruption. News was received at this time that their main body, 
which had affembled at Thiagar, were marched from thence 
to attack Triiiomaly; it was therefore concluded, that they would 
make no farther efforts of confequence to fuccour Pondicherry with 
provihons ; and in this perfiiafiou, the Prefidency refumed the in- 
tention of blockading Pondicherry by fea and land; and the Go- 
vernor Mr. Pigot came from Madrafs to confer with Admiral Stevens 
and Colonel Coote on the means. 

The ground between Villenore and Perimbe was the beff on which 
the Englifh army could continue, whilft the Myforeans remained 
with the French; for it prefented a narrow front, was of hazardous 
approach, afforded feveral ftrong pofts,' and was centrically fituated 
for the expedition of detachments to interrupt any which might be 
fent from, or coming to the enemy’s camp. But this fituation did 
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not fully anlwer the purpole of a blockade, which was to reduce 
the town by famine ; for, being five miles diftant, the army was 
not fufficient to form a chain of polls in a curve of 15 miles from 
the fea-lhore on the north to the fea-lhore on the fouth of the 
town, clofe, or in all parts ftrong enough, to intercept every 
thing. The bound-hedge of Pondicherry fweeps from the north 
to the s. E. of the town, where it ceafes on the bank of the river 
of Ariancopang, which in t\vo arms, with an ifland betw^een them, 
fupplies the reft of the barrier to the fouth of the town. The 
area included by the hedge with the arms of the river, com- 
prizes nearly feven Iquare miles. This ground afforded pafture for 
a number of cattle, which, if unmolefted, might, whilft the 
Englilh army remained at their prefent diftance, fupply the troops 
and inhabitants with provifions for feveral months ; and the daily 
confumption might be replaced by fmall convoys from without; fb 
that the enemy could not be feverely diftreffed, until pent within 
the bound-hedge, when its redoubts and other ftations in pofTeftion 
of the Englifh, would fuffer nothing to remain abroad beyond the 
foot of the glacis, and even there not in quiet. Thefe pofts would 
likewife obftrucft the introdu(ftion of fupplies in the whole extent of 
the hedge, and the prelent ftock would remain the principal reliance, 
until the French army ftiould be fufficiently reinforced to recover 
them; but now that the Myforcans were gone, no probability re- 
mained of any troops coming to the fuccour of the town, excepting 
from the fea. Nevertheleis the Englifh force was not yet llifficientiy 
luperior, even if in pofieffion of the bound-hedge, to open trenches 
againft the town; and if it had, the preparation, embarkation, 
and tranfport of the artillery and ftores, which were all to come 
from Madrafs, could not be accomplifhed before the fetting-ih 
of the monfoon, which at fartheft might be expefted in the middle 
of October. If the French fleet appeared before this time, the ilTue 
of the fight at fea would determine the future fiicceis of the fiege ; 
if not, their delay muft arile from the want of force to cope with 
Mr. Stevens’s fquadron; and in this cafe, it was fcarcely to be doubted 
that Angle fhips, or more, would at any rifque venture wnth relief 
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in the height of the ftormy weather, in expeflatioii that the Englifh, 
fquadron \\'ould have left the coaft to avoid it, as they had done 
during every monfoon for the laft five years. Thus it became ne- 
ceffary to get pofleffion of the bound hedge and its redoubts with- 
out delay; and then that the fquadron Ihould continue in fight of 
Pondicherry through the monfoon, in order to intercept w'hatfoever 
Ihips might be coming either with troops or provifions : but, j^re- 
vious to the attack of the hedge. Colonel Coote thought it neceflary 
to reduce the fort of Ariancopang, which {landing on the fouth fide 
of the river, almofl oppofite, although at fome diflance from the 
termination of the hedge on the other bank, commanded all the 
ground between, as well as in front down to the ftrand of the fea; 
fo that from the garrifon of the town on the one hand, and the 
fort on the other, this quarter of the circumvallation, luppofing 
the hedge to be taken, could not be completed without more force 
than the army could {jjare from other parts ; and even then the pofts 
eftablifoed on this fide would be continually expofed to dangerous 
attacks; in the mean time, this extent of ground would remain 
open for the introdudion of convoys; which,, detachments from 
the fort of Ariancopang, if taken, might eafily intercept. The 
force of the Englifh army before the town, exclufive of garrifons 
and detachments, was 2000 Europeans, etnd 6000 natives, either 
horfe or Sepoys. If Ariancopang were attacked by a detachment, 
the number requifite, of 800 Europeans, would leave the main 
body fcarcely a match for the whole of the enemy’s force, if col- 
lefled to attack them, who doubtlefs w'ould make the effort. If 
Ariancopang were invefted by the whole army, theymufl move from 
the advantageous ground between Villenore and Perimbe, which 
would leave all to the north of Pondichei'ry open, and admit the 
French army then to detach a force, which, joined with the party 
already at Gingee, would be able to drive Preflon from Rattlagram- 
mon, and bring in, if not the whole, at leafl a confiderable part 
of the convoy collefted there. Thefe grounds and circumflances, Miv 
Pigot reprefented in a memorial to Admiral Stevens, and, in con- 
fequence of them, requefled that he would land, all the marines of 
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the fquadron, to enable the army to attack Ariancopang, and take 
pafleffion of the bound-hedge; and that he would determine to re- 
main ou the coaft with the whole fquadron, through the monfoon. 
Mr. Stevens was very loth to deprive his Ihips of their marines dur- 
ing the expedlation of an engagement with the enemy’s Iquadron, 
but at length acquiefeed to the neceffity and importance of the fer- 
vice they might render on ihore; and promifed without hefitation 
that his fquadron fhould not quit the coaft until compelled by irre- 
fiftible neceffity. Accordingly, the marines were landed at Cudda- 
lore on the 27th; they were, including officers, 422 Europeans. 

The Myforeans, as loon as they arrived before Trinomaly, made 
an attack on the pettah, in which th^ were repulfed with, the lofs 
of fifty or fixty men : but continued to invefi; the place. Captain 
Prefton, on intelligence of their intention, fent off on the 2 2d two 
companies of Sepoys from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye ways in the 
mountain, got into the fort on the 26th; and the day after, the 
enemy in greater force than before made another affault, in which 
they were again beaten' off, with the lols of fixty men, and an of- 
ficer of diffinftion; thegarrilbn fallied as they retreated, and obliged 
them to abandon two field-pieces, w'hich they had brought up and 
ufed in the attack. The whole raifed the fiege immediately, and 
returned to Thiagar. 

Two hundred Europeans, with fbme Sepoys, and two guns, 
marching round the Red-hill in the night of the 23d, efcaped the 
interruption of the Engliffi guai'ds, and arrived the next day at' 
Gingee; from whence they fet out again in different parties, efcort- 
ing 2000 bullocks loaded with provilions; of which fome were dif- 
perfed by Prefton, as they were coming out of the hills; and 300. 
were taken, when advanced within a few miles of the Engliffi camp, 
by a detachment of Sepoys and black horfe, lent out to look for 
them; and none got into Pondicherry : but as all that had been 
attacked had been met in the night, the efcorts regained Gingee with 
very little lofs. Three or four thoufand more bullocks were ready to 
be fubftituted as the convoys fent might fail, and it. was now deter- 
mined to fend the whole of this colIe 61 ion together,., under the. 
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1^0. ftrongeft eicort that could be rifqued -abroad ; accordingly Mr. tally 
detached 100 of the French cavalry and leverai more companies of 
Sepoys from Pondicherry, to join the troops already at Gingee; 
fo that one third of his whole force was now employed in this 
fervice; and he had by much folicitation, and by inducements 
of w'hich we are ignorant, prevailed on the Myfbreans to lend back 
8oo of their horfe to Gingee, who were likewile Co accompany the 
convoy; and this body of horle arrived there at the lame time as 
the lafl: detachment from Pondicherry. Intelligence was received 
on the 29th, that the convoy w’ith the whole efcort intended to 
let out from Gingee in the enfuing night; on which, dilhofitions 
were made to opiiole their paflage. 

The whole of the Red-hill is interfe 3 :ed by winding dales, in 
which troops may march unperceived until met w'ithin them, or dif- 
covered from the riling grounds above: in the middle of the gene- 
ral plot of the Red-hill, Hands one eminence higher than any of 
the others, and called from the trees it bears, the Tamarind grove : 
this hillock has dales on each fide of it, which join with others, 
leading from the plain of the coxintry on the outfide of the Red-hiil 
to the N. w. at the farthell: diHance from the Englilh camp, from 
the left of which lliouldered under the extremity of the Red-hill at 
Perimbe, the Tamarind grove was two miles to the N. e. -and it was 
three to the n. w. of Pondicherry. This lituation being central for 
the interruption of troops marchmg through the dales of the Red-hill, 
either to or from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, by his continual 
excurfions, knew all the ground in the adjacencies of his camp, or- 
dered a redoubt to be raifed there, which was finifhed in the day. Lell 
the convoy Ihould attempt to make their way to the fouth of the 
river of Ariancopang, the wliole body of marines, which were Hill 
remaining at Cuddaloro, were ordered to march lome miles from 
thence along the river Paliar, and to advance fix companies of Se- 
poys beyond them towards Trivadi; whilH fcouts from the camp 
patroled between the two rivers ; and, to watch the convoy if com- 
ing by the direft road from the weH, feveral companies of Sepoys 
from Valdore proceeded along it towards Gingee. The convoy let 
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out from hence on the 29th, the day appointed; but Captain Prefton. 
having two days before taken a mud fort, called Penamalee, fituated 
at the opening of the hills, polled a ftrong guard there, which the 
enemy miftaking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after- 
wards hearing of the diljjofitions made from the Englifh camp, re- 
Iblved to proceed as before in feparate troops. 

On the 2d of September arrived at Cuddalore three of the King’s 
Ihips, convoying feveral of the Company’s from England. Of ths 
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 60 guns, 
which compleated the fquadron before Pondicherry to 1 7 fail of 
the line. In the Company’s fhips were part of a Highland regiment, 
fupplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had already 
lent to India. Thefe mighty aids witneffed in this quarter of ths 
globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever necellary, in every other, the 
luperior energy of that mind, who pofTefling equally the confidence 
of his fove reign and the nation, conduced the arduous and exten- 
five war in which they were engaged agaiiift their great and only 
rival. 

The fame evening Colonel Coote ordered 400 men to march and 
invefl the fort of Ariancopang; but Colonel Monfon, the next in com- 
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to 
Admiral Stevens, as the principal inducement to land the marines of 
the fquadron: and Colonel Coote, not to difguft pertinacity, when 
concurrence was fo neceflary, countermanded the detachment. 

Mr. Lally received information, that the detachment bad been, 
paraded, and fufpe<Sl:ed the fervice for which it had been intended. 
Such a proof of the opinion which the Englilh army entertained of 
their own fuperiority, convinced him that it wo\ild foon be fallowed 
by fome real blow of equal detriment, if they were not immediately 
convinced, that his own was capable of more than acting on the 
deferifive. He relblved to attack their camp by furprize on the 
night of the 4th, and his dilpofitions were made with much Ikill 
and lagacity. 

In the three Ihips at anchor bcfgre.the town,, were 1 50 European 
mariners; they were all landed, and Lafcars fent onboard. Thele 
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Europeans, with fome Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts 
in the bound-hedge, that all the regular European military might 
ferve in the intended attacks, excepting the artillery men, who 
were diftributed on the ramparts of the, town, and in the out-pofts 
which mounted cannon. By the detachments, lately fent abroad, 
the whole force that could march on the prefent fervice were 1100 
European infantry, lo.o European horfe, and 900 Sepoys. The 
battalion of India and the volunteers of Bourbon, amounting to 
300 rank and file, had for Ibme days been encamped under the fort 
of Ariancopang ; the Portugueze company, which . was likewife 
called the company of Jefiis, and had a Jcluit at their head, with 
feme Sepoys, w^ere quartered in the Company’s gardens, fituated 
within the bound- hedge in die road towards the Valdore redoubt; 
the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, 500 men, the marines of the 
fquadron, 200, and 500 Sepoys, were in the town; the horfe were 
diftributed in diftcrent patroles. The gates of the town were ihut 
early, and opened again at ten at night; and although Colonel 
Coote entertained fpies and correfpondents in the town, not one of 
them acquired the leaft ftirmife of Mr. Lally’ s intentions, or fuf- 
pefled any unuiual operation. 

The marines and Sepoys marched out of the town in two parties, 
told off in equal numbers of each. They proceeded to the Val- 
dore redoubt, and in the way the Portugueze company, with the 
Sepoys at the garden, fell into the rear and formed the third fub- 
divifion of this line. Continuing in the avenues from the Valdore 
redoubt, the <firft party foon turned to the right, to gam the 
Red-hill, and proceed in it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt; 
in which^ if they fueceeded, they were to march acrofs to the 
left and join .the fecond; which followed them, and quitting 
the avenue likewife, were to advance along the foot of the out- 
ward ridge of the Red-hill, until they had gained the flank of the 
Englilh redoubt on the hillock in the plain, which they were then 
to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and. Sepoys, which 
were the third fub-divifioD, were to proceed quitie throegh the three 
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lines of the Valdore avenue, difperfing what patroles and out-guards 
might be in the way, and to take poll at the junftion of this avenue 
with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders of the 
officer who commanded the attack, which was to be made by the 
regiments of Lorrain and Lally. Thefc troops, in two dh^fions, 
marched from the town, and through the bound-hedge, along the 
avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head of this village, 
• where a deep v/ater-courfe crofled the avenue, and had a bridge over 
itj which was defended by a retrenchment with guns. Here Lor- 
rain halted, w-hilft Lally’s regiment, quitting the avenue by the left, 
marched outwards in the fields to fall on the right flank of the 
Englifh redoubt in this avenue ; to which Lorrain was to advance 
ftraight along the avenue, and attack at the fame time. When car- 
ried, the Portuguefe company, with the Sepoys, which were the 
third fub-divifion of the attack to the right, were to join, and, 
with Lorrain’s and Lally’s,- proceed acrofs on the left to attack the 
retrenchment in the Villenore avenue which flood in the fame pa- 
rallel as that in the avenue of Oulgarry ; but the V'illenore retrench- 
ment had on its left a large garden, called from its owner, Barthel- 
mi’s ; in which 'were like wile pofted aflrong guard with Ibme field- 
pieces. When this”garden and retrenchment were carried, all the 
troops of this attack were to regulate themfelves by the fuccefs of 
another attack on theii' left, which was to be made by the India 
Battalion and the volunteers of Bourbon. They were to march 
from the fort of Aria'ncopang, acrofs the river, to the villages un- 
der the fort of Villenore ; but w'ere to leave two field-pieces on the 
plain in their way from the river, in order to fecure their retreat. 
As fooh as the firing became general, at the retrenchment in the 
Oulgarry road, the redoubt on the hillock, and the tamarind re- 
doubt, thefe troops were to ad\ ance from the village in wliich they 
j^were halting, and proceed along a fhort road which u'ould bring 
them to the termination of. the. Villenore avenue, and exaclly in the 
rear of the' right flank of the Englifli encampment; on which 
they were to fall with th|^utmoft vigour, in full confidence, that 
the other attacks .would have thrown the ^hple caippdnto diforder, 
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bv the imccrtairity and dillraction of wliat and wnets iuccoiirs were 
to be feat. Mr. LalJv, with a guard of horle, rcjnaiaed at the- 
brid^jc of Oulsrarry. Caiculatioa bad beca made, vraea all the 
♦■roops would arrive withiu equal reach oJ: their reipedtn e attacks, ■ 
"where they were to wait in lilence lor tlie fignal of two iky-rockets, 
which were to be thrown up at Oalgarry, w lieu all were to advance 
to the attacks allotted them. 

The fKv-rockets were flint off a little before midnight, and foon 
after the firing commenced nearly at the fame time, at the tama- 
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrendnrient in the avenue -of 
Oulgarry. The attack at the tamarind redoubt was repuifed ;■ but 
the redoubt on the hillock was carried ; the lieutenant of the artil- 
lery and three gunners were made prifoners there, and the refi: of 
the guard- driven out, nor did they rally ; which gave the enemy 
time to can y off a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage: of ano- 
ther gun, fpike up a third, and burn down the battery. At the re- 
trenchment in the Oulgarry • road, the attack and defence were 
more fierce. Colonel Coots himfeif brought down troops to that 
in the Villenore avenue and Barthelmi’s garden, and,, inftead of 
waiting to be attacked, advanced acrofs to fuffain the other redoubt ; 
againft which Terrain and Tally’s perfified until eight ferjeants, be- 
fides common men, of I.,ally’s, -iverc killed ; when the officers, hear- 
ing no figns of the main attack on the right and rear of the Englifh 
camp, drew off.' This divifion, by feme unaccountable miftake, in- 
ifead of advancing to the villages under the fort of Villenore, halt- 
ed in another a mile to the fouth of it, . not far from the river, and 
in a line with the village of Oulgarry. At this erroneous diftance, 
they had not time, after the. Iky- rockets were fired, to reach the 
ground of their attack, .before the three others w'ere cither repulled or 
ceafed. They were led by D’Harambure, who had always behaved 
hitherto with gallantry, and efpecially during the march of Mr^ 
Law’s reinforcement to Hyderabad, in 1756 ; but Mr. Tally, with 
the ulual leverity ofi his prejudices, imputed the failure to a defign, as 
the commander of the Company’s troo|j|^, of fruftrating the honour 
•which would. hive redouaded on hixnlelf, had. the. hardy effort 
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he was making fucceeded to his expectation. About twenty Se- 1760. 
po^s \^’ere killed and wounded of the Engldn t.oops, but fewer 
Europeans. Of the en.em\, 30 Europeans were luppofcd to be 
killed, and molt of them cither m Lorrain or Lall^’s; tourweic 
made prilbners, wdth ivL', D’Autueil, the lame officer w^e ha\'e fcen 
opening the inteilinc Nvar of the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor, 
in which the Nabob’s father fell, and who afterw'ards funendcred 
to Cli\'e at Volcondah. 

The fhips laft arri\^ed from England brought commiffions from 
the war-office appointing majors Brei'eton and Monibn to the rank 
of lieutenant colonels, with prior date to Colonel Coote ; but both 
were ordered not to affiert their commiffions whillf he* remained on 
the coaft. Colonel Coote ne\ crtliclefs concluded that it was iiv- 
tended he fhould remove as foon as might be to his original and 
ellabliffied command in Bengal, nor did Monlbn propofe to continue 
ferving under him, but ofiered to retire to Madrafs; but Coote im- 
' mediately delivered over to him the command of the army, and w'^ent 
thither himlelf, and requeiled to proceed with his whole regiment 
to Bengal. The Prefidency remonftrated againft the detriment, and 
Monfon declared that the blockade of Pondicherry muft be railed if 
thefe troops w'ere taken aw’ay: on which Coote cenfented to leave 
Jthem. 


,End of tke Twelfth Book. 
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C OLONEL Monfbn being now mafter of his own views, car- 
ried into execution an operation which he had propofed in the 
council of war a few days before, when Colonel Coote explained his 
intention of attacking the fort of Ariancopang. 

The bound-hedge of Pondicheriy’, belides its natural defence of 
trees and thorns, is ftrengtheiied by four redoubts j one on the north, 
oppofite to the north-weft angle of the town, another nearly weft 
of this angle, a third nearly weft of the fouth-weft angle, and the 
fourth ftands direftly fouth-weft of the fame point. All took their 
names from their fituations ; the north was called the Madrafs re- 
doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the Villenore, and that to 
the fouth-weft the Ariancopang redoubt. From the Villenore re- 
-doubt led the road and avenue, which pafled. through the center of 
■the Englifh camp at Perirnbe and about a mile from the hedge this 
avenue leads through the vi'lasie of Oulearrv, in which were feve- 
ral country-houfes belonging to the French inhabitants of Pondi- 
cherry, and a church belonging to the Jefuits. The regiment of 
Lorrain and Lally, which at this time did not affemble both to- 
gether more than 400 men, w'ere remaining in this village fiirce the 
late attack on the camp. The marines, 300 men, were within the * 
■hedge, to defend the redoubt of Valdore with the part of the hedge 
'on each hand. The battalion of India, confifting of 500 men, were- 
?ftationed at the Villenore and at the. Ariancopang redoubts, and be- 
tween them. The north fide the hedge, with the Madrafs re- 

dotAt, 
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doubt, CIS being at the fartheft diflancc from tJie Englifli cRmp, was 
trufted to the Sepoys. I'he horle, ftill only loo riders, were dif- 
perfed in different pofts round the limits. The reft of the army, 
which, exclulive of the garrifbn of G ingee and its out-pofts, confilted 
of 500 European foot, 150 European horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were 
•abroad, moft of them waiting to efcGrt the provilions collected at 
•Gingee. 

At midnight the whole of the Englifh army were underarms-; 
.a proportional number from each of the different bodies, were left 
to defend the camp ; and the main body appointed to march was 
divided into two brigades, of which the principal officers had the 
•day before reconnoitered the ground of their refpeftive attacks as 
■near as the enemy’s out-pofts would admit. The regiments of 
Draper and Coote, comprizing both together 1000 men, 200 of the 
marines, the 1,50 highlanders^ with 500 Sepoys, and four field- 
pieces, marched off their ground from the left of the camp at 
three in the morning, and entered into the Red-hill, in which they 
were to take a large circuit round the tamarind-grove, and, coming 
.out where neareft, were to attack the Valdore redoubt, and the well 
fide of the hedge adjoining. This brigade was formed into two 
divifions ; the grenadiers of the two regiments led the firft, under 
the command of major Robert Gordon ; major William Gordon 
commanded the rear divifion, and colonel Monlbn the whole of this 
.attack. The other brigade was compofed of the Coromandel battalion 
800, the. two French companies 1 20, the Bombay detachment of 350 
Europeans andTopaffes, 600 Sepoys, and four field-pieces. They were 
to march from the right and attack the enemy’s troops pofted in Oul- 
garry, and after routing them, to proceed and leize the Villenore 
redoubt. Jofeph Smith, who fince the departure of Calliaud to Bengal 
was the firft officer on the coaft of the Company’s troops, and a. 
few days before had been appointed by the Prelidency of Madrafs 
■to the rank of major, commanded this brigade. The cavalry, black 
as well as white, were intended to appear before: the Ariancopang 
redoubt during the two other attacks, in order to prevent the troops 
Xhere from lending detachments to fupport them. 


Major 
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Major Smith’s brigade, having' much lefs ground to go than’ 
Moiifbn’s, did not move until four in the morning. The enemy’s 
entrenchment in front of the village of Oulgarry lay acrols the ave- 
nue, ^ind they had an advanced- poll: in a-gardon beyond, but a^ little 
to the right of the entrenchment.- Smith, to avoid the immediate 
difeovery of his brigade, as well as the direct fire of the entrenchment 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Villenorc, as 
far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left as you come down;, 
the line then turned 'and jmlTed through the garden, which brought 
them half the diftance between the tyvo avenues, when the bri- 
gade flruck down through the intervals of fome in!i||^fures, which 
led to the left of the village of Oulgarry, from w’hence they might 
likewife take the entrenchment in reverfe ; but the two French 
companies were lent off immediately from the garden to crofs the- 
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack the enemy's advanced poll on the 
other fide of this avenue ; but were not to begin their attack, before- 
the‘ firing commenced upon Oulgarry, which foon happened ; for 
fome black fellows belonging to the French troops, who vverc afleep 
in the ftreets of a ruined hamlet which flood oppofite to the angle 
of the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels of the ^feld-picces 
which moved in front of the brigade,, and fled with the alarm to 
the troops in- Oulgarry,. who immediately began to fire from the 
entrenchment, with fix field-pieces in barbette, -and with fome aim, 
as the day had begun to dawn. The Englilh field-pieces, which 
were of the fame number and calibre, drew out of the village to 
anfwer them, and were fupported by a part of the line ; whilll the ’ 
reft nafled on to gain the flank of the village of Oulgarry : when- 
oppofite to it, divifion^’ were detached to attack the enclofures, 
which the enemy had' lined with troops.- In the mean time, the 
two 'French companies, led by captain Myers, ftormed the advanced 
poll on the other fide of - the road, and feized four pieces of cannon 
whidi^were. there, on which the party ftationed with them retreated 
in much hurry to the main body at Oulgarry, who, dilpirited by 
their rout,, flackenei infenftbly the defence, of the enclpfiires, and 
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1 760. ceafed firing the f cld-pieces in the intrenclimcnt acrofs the avenue. 

Smith perceived this wavering, lignified it to his troops ; and 
put himlelf at the head of the grenadiers. Wherever he commanded, 
aiteftion to the man conlpired with duty to the officer. The gmsna- 
diers niffied on without firing, forced their way over the enclofures, 
and fell amongil the enemy, dealing their arms v^ith irrefiftible im- 
petiiofity, increaled by the diiadvantages' they had lurmounted ; all 
the reft entered at other parts, driving the enemy before them acrols 
the road ; but thofe at the intrenchment had time to fpike up the 
cannon, and then followed .the reft, who were running towards a 
rifing ground'jjj|fe the other fide of the road, but farther back towards 
the bound-hedge. The main body of the brigade took pofleffion of 
Oulgarry, and were foon after joined by the divifion with captain 
Myers, which had killed feme, and brought prifoners, louring this, a 
body of Europeans were defefied advancing diredlly towards Oulgarfy, 
in the plain between this and the Valdore avenues their diftindfions 
could not be perceived, and the fudden halt of the run-a-ways on 
the rifing ground rendered their appearance very fufpicious. Mef- 
fengers after meflengers were fent to clifeover whether they were 
friends or foes, but none returned before Major William Gordon him- 
ielf came, and gave an account that the rear divifion of Colonel Mon- 
fon’s brigade, which he commanded, had feparated from the van 
amongft the fand hills in the dark ; and had continued wandering'’ 
about until they heard the fire of the attack at Oulgarry, to which 
he had haftened to give affiftance; but it was now too late;^other- 
wile his error might have been retrieved by- the important fendee of 
intercepting the regiments of Lorrain and Lally in the confufion of 
their flight out of Oulgarry, who, in this cafe, would in all probabi- 
lity have been deftroyed to a man: during his report, ftrong firino- 
was heard at the Valdore redoubt. ° 

It was fome time before the van of Colonel Monfon’s brigade dif- 
covered the feparation of the rear, w'hich by turning wrong tod got 
into windings leading towards the plain ; -and Colonel Monfon, ap- 
prehenfive that the rejundtion could not be .made .before the dawn 
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of clay, which was the time deftined for the attack of the Valdorc 1760. 
redoubt, judicioufly determined to rifque it with the van divilion of 
his brigade alone. They defiled out of the laud hill exaill}’ right, 

V\ hil{l it was ftill dark, at an opening directly on a line with the 
weftern fide of the bound-hedge and the redoubt, up to which, the 
road, when near, leads in a lane between two enciofures towards 
the flank of the redoubt. Two field-pieces \vere in the front of 
the line, followed by the grenadiers of the two regiments of Draper 
and Coote, after whom came the rcll: of the Europeans, and ^hcn 
the Sepoys of the divifion. Colonel Monlbn knew the ground, and- 
intended that the line, inftead of advancing through the lane 
between the enclofiires, fliould pals through the enclolure on the 
right, which being a coco-nut garden, was furrounded by a ditch 
and hedge of little interruption; and the ground within was not 
only firm, but free from underwood, and the trees themfelves have 
no branches. When pafl: the garden, they were to proceed ftraight 
on to the Valdore avenue, which was not far diftant, and, having 
ci ofled it, were to file down on the other fide, to gain the leff flank 
of the Valdore redoubt; where, if not difeovered, they could not 
be expefled, and the bound-hedge hereabouts was not lb ftrong as 
on the other fide. The redoubt had a dry ditch, with palifadoes at 
the bottom, and fix embrafiires, of which the parapet was fraized. 

The grenadiers were to rufli on, and efcalade the redoubt u’ithout 
firing, whilfl: the reft of the line were, part to fupport them, and 
part to Ipreacl along the bound-hedge, and to force their way through 
wherever they could find openings, or at leaft to continue the fire 
until they had driven away the enemy, who were expefted to line, 
and defend the other fide; the two field-pieces were likewife to affift 
in this fervice after the grenadiers had pafled them to the efcalade. 

The day had begun to dawn, when the head of the line arrived at 
the two enclofiires, and Major Robert Gordon, who, excepting Mon- 
fon, only knew tlie courfc of match, and was to lead the grenadiers 
to the aflfault, was not prefen t: and the grenadiers, wanting orders, 
naturally entered 'the lane which lay before them. . Ojflicers were 
VoL. II. 4 Q fent 
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fent back to Colonel Monfon, to know what next they were to do. 
Monfon, exafperated at this fecond miftake in the conduct of his 
brigade, ran forward to reiSUfy it if pofliblc, or to put himfelf at the 
head of the grenadiers, and lead the aflault. Juft ao he reached 
them, the enemy dil'covered the line which had got to the end of 
the lane, within a hundred yards of the redoubt, wdiich in this flank 
had a twenty-four pounder, double loaded with langrain. 7 'hey 
fired it, 'and its execution was terrible, killing eleven men, and 
wounding 26; amongfl; them Colonel Monfon fell, flruck with a 
piece of iron, which broke lx)th the bones of his leg. The grenadiers, 
inftead of being difinayed, or now hefitating for want of order, of 
their own motion, rulhed to the efcalade ; and the officers, of their 
own judgement;, got the line as fall: as they could out of the en- 
clofed way, and led them to the hedge, when the attack and de- 
fence foon becatne general and extenfive; but the aflault of the 
grenadiers flopped the firing of the cannon from the redoubt, which 
otherwile would have continued to enfilade the troops attacking the- 
hedge*. The grenadiers, although feverely galled by mufleetry from- 
above and in flank, perfifted after feveral repulfes, and at length 
. forced tHeir way through the embrafures of the redoubt, when the 
troops within quitted it, and ran out of the gorge; on w'hich all 
defending the hedge abandoned their pofts likewife, and the whole 
hurried in diforder to gain the glacis of the town. 

The regiments of.Lorrain and Lally continued fome minutes on 
the rifing ground, in as much uncertainty as Major Smith’s brigade, 
who the troops of Major 'William Gordon’s divifion might be; but 
remained firm until they heard the firing at the Valdore redoubt, 
when comprehending the whole difpofition of the attack, they 
marched off in hafle, regained the avenue, and retreated to the re- 
doubt of Villenore. Major Smith immediately followed them with 
his brigade, preffing fo clofe on their rear, that they pafled through 
the winding of the hedge, without flopping to defend or reinforce 
the redoubt; this trepidation caught the guard, who, after dif- 
charging the guns of their loads upon the bri^e as it was. advanc- 
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ing to the poft, retired with the regiments to the glacis of the 1760. 

town. Major Smith immediately took poITefiion of the redoubts, 
and was foon after joined by the l iiglilandcrs comnuuKied by Major 
Scot, who belonging to Monfbn’s attack had forced their way 
through the hedge between the Valdore and the Vilienore redoubts. 

The battalion of India ftill continued at or about the Ariancopung 
redoubt, having entertained no notion of retreating ; but were de- 
terred from making any motion to lupport the other pofts, in ex- 
pectation of being attacked themfelves: this however did not happen; 
for the cavalry of the army under the command of V'aiTerot, who 
were intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter, w'hen the 
other two fhould commence, did not appear upon their ground until 
all was finifhed. There was a fmali opening in the hedge about a 
quarter of a mile from the Vilienore i-edoubt, where a retrench- 
ment had been thrown up, and the battalion of India kept a gtiard, 
who abandoned it on the appearance of a party which Major Smith 
detached along the infide of the hedge to attack them in the rear. 

The total lols fuftained in the two attacks, were ri j Europeans 
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in both brigades, but 
in Monlbn’s heavieft amongfl the grenadiers, of whom, belides rank, 
and file, a Lieutenant and an Enfign were killed. The Sepoys fuf- 
fered much lefs, having been very little expofed. The French lofs 
was not known ; but they fiiftered raoft at the attacks of Oulgarry, 
where lome were likewife made prifoners. 

The Bombay detachment of 350 men were ftationed to guard 
the three polls in the hedge, and the body of the army aflemblcd 
and encamped in the paddy-fields to the left of Oulgarry, The 
fituation was ill chofen, being commanded by higher grounds, 
and liable to be I'wamped on the firft rain; but the talents of Major 
Robert Gordon were inadequate to the general command, which 
devolved on him by the incapacity to which Colonel Monfon was 
reduced by his wound. Major Jofeph Smith advifed that die 
whole of the Company’s battalion, 1000 men, fhould remain in 
the village of Oulgarry to cover the three polls in tl?e‘ hedge ; 
and that their gorges, which were open, fhould be retrenched, 
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withoiat clelav, anct I'ufficiciit day remained to accorr?.].'li/]'j the 
work; bnt Robert Gordon, from the falfe ftiame of ignorance, 'wo'oid 
not fee the neceffity: and in the enfuing night, the enemy made a 
vigorous attack on all the three polls, which they would have car- 
ried, had not me guards defended them, as dearly purchafed, with 
the vitmofl: refolution, until reinforced by tl:e plcquets from the camp, 
when the enemy retreated. Seventeen or eighteen Europeans of the 
Bombay detachment \vere killed in this defence ; the enemy’s lofs 
was not known, but could not be lefs. Had they attacked with 
their whole force, the redoubt wmukl have been retaken, for the 
guards, inferior in number, had no advantage of defences on the 
fide tow'ards the town, and the main body of the army, exIiauRed 
with fatigue, and dead with fleep, were at too great a cliftance to 
have come up in time to fhare the conteft. 

Two days after, the battalion of India retreated from their Rations 
at the hedge near the Ariancopang redoubt; but the ufual guard, 
continued in the redoubt, and the ufual garrifon in the fort of Ari- 
ancopang on the other fide of the river. But the enemy receiving 
intelligence that preparations %vere making in the camp to attack the 
fort, the garrifon evacuated it on the 13th at noon, and as they 
were going off l|irung a mine, Avhich blew up the baftion to the 
call wdth part of the rampart, and laid the body of the place open. 
'I'hey retreated to the glacis of the town, w^here the main body of 
the army lay encamped, and had been reinforced by the arrival of 
feveral Imall efcorts with provifions, which the removal of the 
Englilh army from Perimbe had encouraged to venture round the 
Red Plill; the guard Rill continued at the redoubt of Ariancopang. 

The troops which Mahomed Iffoof appointed to attack the diRridls 
of Dindigul from Madura, were 300 horfe, 1 500 Sepoys, and 3000 
Peons; but as mofl of them had firR to march from Tinnivelly, 
it was the middle of July before they commenced hoRilities, when 
palling by Sholavanden, they reduced feveral fmall pqfls, command- 
ing defiles, but weakly garrifoned, until they arrived at a more con- 
liderable fort, called Battal Gunta, 12 miles to the s. e, of Dindigul,, 
which made, more rcliflance; and the troops of Madura having only 

fmall 
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fmall guns, with much difficulty made a kind of breach, which 1760. 
they ftormed, and carried on the firfl: day of Auguft; and imme- 
diately began to repair and add better works, but had not compleated 
thenn before the troops of Dindigul were reinforced from Mylbre, 
and taking the field encamped within fight of Battal Gunta, in 
which the troops of Madura had kept a garrifon, but the main body 
lay without the walls. 

The equipment and departure of the troops which accompanied 
the Nabob into the Carnatic, and the lubfequent afliftances fent to 
Karical, had left the government and garrifon of Tritchinopoly fo 
bare of men, money, and {lores, that Captain R. Smith could not 
undertake the expedition he had propofed againfl the Myforeans, 
until all thefe wants were fupplied, which depended intirely on his 
own refources, for although the Prefidency and Colonel Coote ap- 
proved and recommended to him the moll adive exertions againft 
the Mylbre territory, he received no affiflance either of money from 
the one nor of troops from the other; fo that the preparations ne- 
celTary for the expedition prevented him from taking the field until 
the 6th of Augull. His force tvas 50 Europeans, tvith two guns, 
and four cohorns, 700 Sepoys from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly; 

600 horfe, and 1000 Peons armed with match-locks, moflly fent by 
Tondiman, a few belonging to the Nabob, the refl to Tanjore; and 
3000 Colleries from the neighbouring Polygars, who u ere content 
to ferve on very flight flipend, in expedation of ample plunder in the 
fertile diflrids they were going to invade. This armyproceeded along 
the fouthern bank of the Caveri, and on the 1 3th came before Pudi- 
cotah, a mud fort, fituated on the bank of this river, about 40 miles 
to the weft of Tritchinopoly, w'hich, with other diflrids, the Nabob 
had ceded to the Myforeans, when his allies, in the war of 1753.- 

On their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body of troops 
were marching from Seringapatam to Garoor. The garrifbn at 
Pudicotah, converting this news into hourly expedation of relief, 

Hood on the defenfive, and having three guns, obliged Captain 
Smith to raife a battery, which, having nothing but field-pieces 
to mounts w;ould not have fbon produced much .efFed: but,, by 

the 
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^760. the time the bottery opened, the garrifon had laviflied away all 
oSo^ their pcAvder, and capitulated. Tlie lots fuftaiaed in the attack 
was only three men wounded. The next day Captain Smith, with 
400 of the Sepoys, and two cohorns, palled the Caveri to reduce 
Iloor, a fort iituated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotah; 
but the garrilbn evacuated it on his appearance. From hence he 
marched aguinfe Caroor, the principal object of his expedition. 

Caroor is fitaated 5c miles well of Tritchinopoly, and Hands on a 
plain five miles to the icutli of the Caverh but near another river. 
\\ hioli falls In.to tlie Caveri at that diftauce to the north. The river of 
Caroor was the ancient boundary between the dominions of Tritchi- 
nopoly and Z'.p.lbre; and this conterminal fituation, under the fc- 
curity of a Itrong fort, and its rule over a rich and cxtenfivc diltrict, 
Jiad formerly rendered it a place of great inercaatilc reibrt and 0]n> 
leuce, and it Hill continued populous with Ibme wealthy inhabitants, 
llie river continues at the diftance of 800 yards oppofite to the 
ibuth fide of the fort, and zooo yards beyond, turns Ihort, and ftrikes 
diredly uordr: along this part, after the turning, and clofe to the bank, 
extends the pettah, which likewife has the other courlc of the river 
on the fouth fide; but not fo near; the extent of the pettah along 
the river, from Ibuth to north, is 1000 yards, and recedes from it 
about 500, lb that the cfplanadc between, the pettah and the fort is 
500 yards acrols- This ground is interledted by two water-courfes 
derived from the river to the fouth, one of which pafles clofe to the 
well llde of the pettah, and turns along the north-fide until it rejoins 
the river to the eaft, and thus ferves as a ditch on the- w. and N; the 
other watcr-courfe lies midway between the fort and the pettah, and 
llretches to the north much farther out into the plain. The whole 
of the pettah is inclofed by a mud-wall with towers, but of little 
defence. 

f he fort is built of Hone, and is nearly a fipiare of 600 yards. It 
has Iquare towers in the curtain, and balllons at the four angles, 
behind each of which Hands a cavalier, or round tower of Iblid ma- 
fonry, which rifes ten feet higher than the ballion. • The whole fprt 
is furrounded by a dry ditch, of which the counterlcarp is faced 

with 
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with ftone ; and on the other fide is lined by the foot of the main 1760. 
wall of the curtain, without berm or fauflebraye ; excepting along 
that part of the rampart, which extends from the left of tlie great 
gateway in the middle of the eaftern fide to the baftion in the N. k. 
angle, and round it half-way along the northern wall ; in which 
extent a flip of dry ground, 20 yards broad on the eaftern fide, 
and 40 on the northern, is left as a place of arms, and fleirted with 
a parapet wall, with loop-holes for mulkitry ; and round this wall 
the ditch, leaving the body of the fort, continues. There was no 
glacis, but a clear efplanade of 400 yards round. The garrifon 
confifted of 800 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, 1000 matchlock-men, and 
a great multitude of Colleries which had been drawn from the 
hills towards Dindigul. Moft of thefe troops were aflembled in 
the pettah, and manned the walls on the appearance of Captain 
Smith’s detachment, which came in fight on the 1 7th, in the morn- 
ing, approaching from the eaftwarcl : the river, although it had no 
where more than three feet water, was three hundred yards in 
breadth. 

The neceflity of preferving the communication withTritchinopoly 
required that the army fliould command the river during the at- 
tack of the fort ; which if advancing from a different point of fup- 
port, they might have attacked outright at once on the weftern face : 
and as the poffeffion of the pettah would beft fecure the river. Cap- 
tain Smith prudently made this his firft objc£t. If the pettah were 
attacked on the eaftern fide, the river was to be palled under the fire 
of this front : if on the north or Ibuth, the attack would be ex- 
pofed to the additional fire in flant or flank from the fort; which 
outvailed the paffage of the river, as the ground on the eaftern 
Ihore was higher than the eaftern face of the pettah, which de- 
fended the paffage. Accordingly the attack was made on this 
fide. The field pieces w^ere pofted in the higher ground. The troops 
were formed into three divifions. The cavalry compofed the left’; 
the auxiliary foot the right ; the Sepoys and Europeans the center. 

All entered the river in this order, ftipported by a brifle fire from the 
artillery. . The enemy feemed dilpoled to difpute the paflage, and 
• from 
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1 760. from the rampart of the pettah kept up a coiiftant but ilI-cUre6led fire 
againft the center divifiou; but the cannon-fhot peuct’-ating through 
their parapet did much execution, and leeing the columns to the 
right and left far advanced in tlie bed of the river, they became ap- 
prehenfive that tlieir retreat to the fort might be expofed to thefe 
bodies of horfe and foot on each hand; and abandoned the defence, 
returning to the fort before either of the columns had crofled the 
river ; but they had killed and wounded tome Sepoys in the pafiage. 

The plunder was given up to tlie troops without referve ; but they 
found little of any value, excepting grain, of which the whole crop 
of the country was in the town, but no merchants to buy it, nor had 
the troops means to fend it away. The llrength of the fort, and 
the finall number of Europeans with Captain Smith, on whom, 
neverthelefs, the fuccefs of the attack muft depend, determined 
him to proceed with all the caution neceflary to their prefervation, 
by opening trenches and more artillery was ordered from Tritchi- 
nopoly. The convenience of the pettah determined the point of 
attack againft the fouth-eaft baftion, and as ufual againft its fa- 
lient angle: the efplanade in this line was interrupted about half 
way between the pettah and the ditch by fame ftaw huts, to which 
the enemy had fet fire, but left the mud-walls ftanding. The next 
morning, which was the 20th, a party of Sepoys were pofted there, 
but a ftroug fally of horfe and foot obliged them to retire, and the 
enemy remained in the poft : the field pieces advanced, and drove 
them from it, and it was again taken poffeftion of by the Sepoys : 
in a few hours the enemy made a fecond attempt, but were beaten 
otF with lols. The fituation being exaftly proper for the breaching- 
battery, an entrenchment was thrown round it, and a trench of 
communication continued to it from the pettah, to preferve the 
troops from the fire of the fort, which was inceflant, as well from 
their cannon as fmall arms. On the 23d the artillery with much 
dilpatch arrived from Tritchinopoly ; they were one eighteen- 
pounder, two field twelve-pounders, one eight, and one nine-inch 
mortar, with five cohonis ; and by the next morning the breaching- 
battery was compleated, and anotlwr in the rear tP the right, to en- 
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/ilade the fouth curtala with ricochet. Both oi)ericd at ilin-rife, 
the breaching with fix guns, the mortars and cohorns; the ricochet 
with two field-pieces; the fort returned with firmnels, and with 
much vh acity, and the advantage of a croi's fire from tlie s.'v. b:if- 
tion and ca\alier on the left, and from the mats of matbnvv of tlie 
gatew'aj on the right. On the 26th the ajiprorches ivere carried 
on to within forty yards of the ditch, wdicn the fire of the enemy’s 
mufquetry growdng ftrong and furc. Captain Smitli ordered the re- 
mainder of the trenches to be condufted by double fiip, which i; 
with earth and gabions on each fide. The (mail number of Euro- 
peans in the detachment, with the inexperience of moft of them in 
carrying on trenches, and the continual fire of the fort by night, as 
well as by day, rendered the jirogrefs of the double fap extremely 
tedious, infomuch, that feven days were employed in carrying it, 
although not more than 200 yards of work, to embrace the angle of 
the counterfearp, and to ijiring a mine, w'hich blew it into the 
ditch. 

It was perhaps the firfl time that the Myfbreans had ever feen an 
enemy advancing under cover to the foot of their walls, and notwrith- 
ftanding the novelty of the attack, they lulpedted, which was trae, 
that the fort might be entered by the fame means ; this apprehenfion, 
with the ruin that had been committed in a large traft of country 
round Caroor by the matchlock-men and horfe of Ton diman and 
Tanjore, and the whole body of colleries, who had every day been 
making excurfions, prompted the governor to propofe terms for the 
cefiTation of hoflilities. He began by difavowring any participation 
of the King with the body of troops which had joined the French 
in the Carnatic, and declared Hyder Ally, W'hom he filled a rebel, 
the author of that alliance and expedition; in confequence, he 
■wanted a temporary and conditional furrender. Several meflages 
pafled, in the intervals of which the attack and defence was re- 
newed ; at length the eightcen-pounder, the only piece of effedlual 
battery, burfi, and the breach was not yet pradlicable, which in- 
duced Ca|Kain Smith to agree to the following conditions : “ That 
“ an Englifli ferjeant, and fixty Sepoys, flxould immediately he put 
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“ ill pofTeffioii of the baffioii attacked, and the Englifii colours 
“ hoiflcd in the fort. That the Knglifh army lliould rem:nn in the 
“ [)Cttah, or any where elie out of the fort, keepiiig guards at the 
“ counterfearp of the ditch, for twenty days; during which, if no 
“ orders arrived from ISIadrals to deliver the fort again to the gover- 
“ nor, it was to be evacuated by the garrifon, who, in conf deration 
“‘of their gallant defence, were to carry away their arms and horfes: 

“ but all provilionr. and Itores belonging to the govertmient of 
“ Mvfore were to be left in the fort. If in this interval an army ap- 
“ preached fi'om M3fore,the garrifon were in like manner to evacuate 
“ the fort to the Engliflv troops : four homages were to be given by 
“ the garrifon, I'.ntil the conditions were ultimately decided, and an 
“ European deferter was to be fjrrcndered.” This capitulation w’as 
hgned on the 2d of September, and the Englifli Sepoys immediately 
took poffeflion of the baftion attacked. 

Captain Smith in his interview with Boniapah, the governor of 
the fort, was convinced that the king of IVIylbre had no concert in 
the afliftance which Hyder Ally had fent to the government of Pon- 
dicherry ; and Boniapah having no doubt from the. articles of capi- 
tulation that Caroor would be reftored to the king, profFerred to 
withdraw the garrifon to Namcull, a fort 20 miles to the north, and 
there wait the orders of Seriiigapatam, and Fort St. George; to which 
Captain Smith ccafented under the reflridlion, that none of the 
garrifon fhould aft againft the Englifli until the fate of Caroor was 
determined at Fort St. George. Accordingly all the Myfore troops 
evacuated the place the fame day. The acquifition was valuable and 
important; for, befides that its revenues amounted to 44,000!. a. 
year, it highly aggravated the refentment of the minifl:ry of My- 
Ibre againfl: Hyder Ally, as the author of the lofs. 

Hoftilities had continued in this arrival between the Myfbreans of 
Dindigul, and the troops of Madura. The Mylbreaus continued the 
attack of Battle Gunta for fix days, and having driven away the troops 
which fupported it without, carried the fort itfelf by aflault ; but 
the defence had been maintained with refolutiori, for in lie courfe 
of it 30 Sepoys' and 20 horfemen. had been killed and wounded; and 
^ of: 
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of the Peons 50 wounded, and 40, with an officer of note, killed. The 1 760. 
Madura troops retired to a fort three miles diftant, called Gadamcotah, s^inbw. 
one of thofe which they had taken from the Myforeans, and were there 
joined by a reinforcement from Madura, which had marched to relieve 
Battle Gunta, but came too late ; this addition rendered the whole 
body equal to the Myforeans, againll: whom they marched, beat up 
their cair.p, took their artillery, recovered pofleffion of Battle Gunta, 
and advanced to reduce the other polls towards Dindigvil, 

The capitulation ofCaroor arrived at Madrafs on the 13 th of Septem- 
ber. On the fame day intelligence was received from Captain Prefton, 
that the body of Myforeans, which had continued with the French 
troops at Gingee, had moved from thence with all their baggage ; 
and on the i ith the French troops followed, both proceeding in the 
road to Thiagar. The prefidency were by this time convinced that 
the king of My fore and Hyder Ally were at utter variance; but 
conlidered, that either they might reconcile their differences, or that 
Hyder, as was moft probable, would predominate ; and in either of 
thefe cafes, other fchemes might be formed by the My fore ftate to 
balance, as formerly, the conteft between the two European nations, 
againll which Caroor in their own hands would be the beft indemnity. 

They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep poffeffion, ftill with 
profeffion of amity to the king, but neither to give any afFiftance, 
nor oppofe any force which the king might lend againll Hyder 
Ally, but rather to employ his detachment feparately againll the 
troops of Hyder Ally, if the opportunity Ihould occur. 

Colonel Coote was not embarked for Bengal, \vhen the news of 
the fuccefs againll the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and with it 
Colonel Monfon reprefented the incapacity in which he was likely 
to remain for feveral months of a 61 ing in the field, and requelled 
that Colonel Coote might relume the command of the army. 

The Prefidency feconding the requell, he confented, and ar- 
rived in the camp on the night of the 20th; where he found 
the army in the greatell difeontent, elpecially the black troops, for 
the want of provifions, owing to the avarice of the renters' appointed 
by the Nabob in the conquered countries, who, forefeeing that the 

4 R 2 price 



The War of Coromandel. BookXIIL 

price of grain would rile, fuflered none to be brought to the camp, 
iSicknels likewile prevailed, and with the wounded there were 600 
Euroj)eans in the hofpital. 

The next day Colonel Coote caufed the gorges of the redoubts in 
the bound-hedge to be fortiiied, and fixed ports in proper ftations in 
the higher ground round the camp: from whence on the 23d, a 
detachment of 200 rank and file, with the company of j)ioneei‘ 3 , 
a great number of cooleys and carpenters, marched to a hillock of 
land, which rtood half a mile from the fea, and at the dirtance of a 
mile direirtly oppofite to the Madrafs redoubt in the north fide of 
the bound-hedge. Idere they were to remain, and raife a large re- 
doubt on the table of the hill, capable of containing five hundi'ed 
men. On the 27th in the forenoon. Colonel Coote advanced, 
with his ufual efcort of three companies of Sepoys, and 300 
black horfe, towai'ds the Ariancopang redoubt, at which the 
guard took panic, and firing off the guns before the party were 
within point- blank- fhot, abandoned the port, of which Colonel 
Coote took pofleflion, and leaving the Sepoys in it, returned' in 
the afternoon with workmen to retrench the gorge; on whofe. 
appearance the town cannonaded and threw fhells, but without 
effed, and the gorge was completed the next night. Early in the 
morning of the 29th, 400 of the enemy’s Europeans, with two 
field-pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt, and 
made various attempts, in all of which they were repulfed, until 
they perceived two companies of Sepoys marching on their right 
to gain their rear, whom Colonel Coote, who was always early 
abroad, had lent from the Valdore redoubt; on which the enemy 
retreated, but as they w'ere going off received the fire of the Sepoys, 
who were themfelves expofed to a fb’ong, but diftant fire from 
the town. The enemy had' two officers and feven privates killed, 
and the adjutant of the Lorrain regiment with 1 8 wounded. None- 
were killed in the redoubt, and only one Sepoy in the plain,. 
Fifty Europeans were appointed to be the guard in future, as fuffi- 
eient for the. fudden defence,, until reinforced; and' more would have. 
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been uniieccfllirily expoied to the lire of ihot and ihells, which con- 
tinued and reached from the town. 

In that part of the limits, which is immediately behind the Ma- 
drafs redoubt, was a regular village of leveral ftreets, called, from 
its intention, the Blanchefie, in which all the cloths purchaled for 
tile French company at Pondicherry were bleached, and warehoules 
were built in the village to receive them. As thefe buildiiiffs would 

O o 

not only afford fhelter but convenience to the Englifli troops, the 
enemy refolved to deftroy them, and to ftrengthen the Madrals re- 
doubt, with the ground about it. They began to demolifli on the 
30th of September, of which Colonel Coote received intelligence, and' 
law the intention. He went the next day, with his ufual elcort of 
Sepoys and black horle, as if he only meant to review the progrels 
of the redoubt he had ordered to be raifed to the north, of the 
hedge, in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for the week. 
After dinner, both officers mounted their horfes, and jiroceedcd- 
with the efcort along the ftrand of the fea, towards the limits 
of Pondicherry, as if they only meant to reconnoitre. The bound- 
hedge ceafeth at forae diftance from the water-mark, and left au 
opening on the fand, which the enemy had neglefted to clofe or 
obftruft. As foon as near this opening. Colonel Coote ordered the 
Sepoys to form in three parties, and the horfe to divide equally witli 
them; but the Sepoys having entertained no fufpicion that they 
ivere led to fuch an attack, boggled : on which he ordered the horle- 
to cut down whoever refilled to advance, or attempted to run aivay; 
and the Sepoys, alhamed of their backwardnels, recovered their 
fpirit. Two of the divifions went off to the right, one to force 
through the bound-hedge, 500 yards beyond the Madrafs redoubt 
on its left, the other to attack the redoubt itlelf, whilff Colonel 
Coote with Jofeph Smith remained along the fea-ffiore, ready to 
pufh, and gain the rear of the hedge, and all the three attacks were 
to be made at the fame time. There were fome fmall pieces of 
cannon in the redoubt, and leveral guards of Sepoys along the infide 
of the hedge, all of which kept up a conftant fire, but at too great 
a diftance, whilff the two parties fent to the right were advancing 
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to the grouLcl oppolite theii refpective attacks. All bore down 
properly, as it had been concerted. Colonel Coote’s divifion 
eafily pufiied round, and that on the right through the hedge; 
and as foon as within both advanced, driving the guards before 
them, to gain the rear of the redoubt, againu v^hich the diviiiou 
which attacked it had not fucceeded, having more difSculties and 
refiftance to encounter; but as foon as the guard faw the danger 
approaching from either hand within the hedge, they abandoned the 
redoubt, and retreated haftily into the n’arehonfes of the bleaching 
town, which flood within 200 yards incloied with a high wall. Five 
Sepoys were killed, and the lame numlier wounded in the diflerent 
attacks. All the three companies, with an Enfign, were left at the 
redoubt; Colonel Coote and Major Smith returned, the Major to his 
pofl, the Colonel to the camp, from M'hence he lent off a party of pio- 
neers with gabions and fafeines under the command of Enfign Mac- 
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge of the redoubt; but they 
were firft to ijroceed to Major Smith’s pofl, from whence they 
were to be accompanied by a detachment of European loldiers : but 
IVIacmahon, miftaking his orders, did not call for this neceflary 
reinforcement. In war more than in all tiie other occupations of 
man, neglefl rarelj- fails to bring on its own punilhment. 

At midnight, whilft the pioneers were at work, tliey were lud- 
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys, detached from 
the town. The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in 
the redoubt, abandoned it on the firfl onfet, in which Enfign 
Macmahon was killed; and the pioneers, furprized and defenceiefs, 
efcaped as they could; what Sepoys were within the redoubt 
jumped out; but the greateft part, who were ftationed round, en- 
couraged by a Subahdar named Coven Naig, kept with him, and 
gained the plain at Ibme diftance without fright, where they formed, 
under his direftion, and followed him to recover the pofl. They 
mounted the outfide of the rampart, gained footing on the infide, 
kept it, and continued a hot fire on the area below, elpecially 
towards the gorge. The enemy imputed this relolution to 
much greater numbers than they expelled, and than really were at 
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the pofl:, and in this fi.ipjjofition retreated to the bleaching-honfe. 1 ^6o. 
Soon after came up a Idrong part v of Europeans detached on the firft o^o^, 
firing by Major Smith from, his polt to the north. In the different 
aftions from the firft allault, tliree private ILuropeans, belides enfign 
Macmahon, were killed, and 30 Sejjoys killed and wounded. The 
enemy the next morning erected a battery of four pieces of cannon 
at the end of a lane, which joined tlie flreet of the Blanchcrie, lead- 
ins as v/eli as that in a ftraisht line to the rear of the redoubt, cn 
which they continued firing two days without killing anv of the 
guard, and then having other occupations they defifted ; feme muf- 
ketry ftill continued in the bleaching-houfe, but were driven out the 
next day, and abandoned the village. 

The acqulfition of thelVladrafs redoubt com plcted the entirepofief- 
fion of the bound-hedge from the fea-fhore to the north, as far as 
the river of Ariancopang to the s. e. ; and turned againll the town, 
with every advantage, the line of circumvallation intended for its 
defence. But the ground to the fbuth along the courfe of the river, 
from the redoubt of Ariancopang to the fea, was ftill open, and the 
river fpreading over fheets of fand, which were often dry, was all 
rimes, excepting in the rainy feafon, fordable; and to fecure tlie 
paflage, Mr. Lally had fome months before erected a redoubt, tvhich 
he called St. Thomas,, in a fmall ifland of fand in the river, oppofite 
to the center of this face of the town, and about 500 yards from the 
walls. The rains were now ajjproaching, and the redoubt, if im- 
mediately taken pofteffion of, could not be ir.aintaind by the Englifia 
army after the river fhould fill, and as ufual overflow the country ; 
for which realbn Colonel Coote deferred the redudtion of it, until . 
the rains were pafled. In the mean time efforts were ftill to be . 
apprehended to bring provifions into the town ; for the French 
troops, which had followed the laft divifion of the Myforeans to 
Thiagar, continued there; and although the main body of tne 
Myforeans had left Thiagar, no intelligence was yet received of their 
departure to their own country. 

The French force which had marched to Thiagdr, was 400 
European foot, 250 European horfe, and 1000 Sepoys. The 
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1760. little army of obfervation, under the command of 'Captam 
Oftolw. BFcfton, was not equal to an open encounter witli this force ; he, 
however, with his uliial activity, determined to give them ail the 
inlcrriiption in his povs'er, and ordered Chiptain Martin, who, with 
the free coinjiany of 50 Frenchmen, was abroad with thePolygarof 
Ventivahim hi the hills to the fouth of Gingcc, to hang in the real 
of the enenn’s maich ; and moved hinilelf with the main body of ihr 
dlvilion from Fatlagnimmon, to watch their motions at "Vheravandi, 
left: lliey fhoalii turn, and lay wafte the recovered diftricis between 
this place and V'crdachilum. Martin knowing the country, and ufing 
the night, picked up twelve Jvuropeans of the French troops. They 
reached the I’anar juft as it was I'welled by a hidden flood ; and jicr- 
lifting nevcrthcicfs to crofs it, lome of them were carried au ay and 
drowned in the ftream, ivhich the Myforeans had pafled with eafe 
hcftire the frefhes came down. As foon as Prefton was arrived at 
\hcravandi, the garrlfon remaining at Gingee marched and aflault- 
ed Ratlagrammon, in which had been left only two companies of 
Sepoys, who defended the poft with refolution, and oblig^l the 
enemy to retire, after they had loft: fourteen Europeans killed in the 
attack, and leaving an officer and three wounded, who were made 
prifiiners. Prefton receiving Intelligence, that the French troops and 
the Myforeans were aflembled at Thuigar, returned from Vicra- 
vandi to Raltugranimoii, left: they fhoukl return fuddenly during 
his ahlence, ancl attempt to move to Pondicherry with the convoy of 
bullocks which ftill continued at Gingee. 

By this time the prefidcncy knew the caufc of the departure of 
the ,Iaft body of Mylbrcaiis from Gingcc to Thiagar, but were not 
able to account for the march of the French troops fo far to 
the weft ward, at a time when their utmoft efforts, became every day 
more neceffary to cfcort the provifions they had colle6led, into Pon- 
dicherry. 

In the beginning of the year, Balagerow^ the general and regent of 
the Morattoes, lent aii army of 8000 horfe, and the lame number of 
foot, with cannon, under the command of ‘an officer, of lervice, 
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named Vizvazypunt, which crofled the Kriftna in the month of 1760. 
February, and advancing to the fouthward flopped frequently to oaobw. 
exa<fl contributions from forts and ftroilg holds in the way ; feveral 
of which, on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they 
halted and encamped at Chinabalabaram, on the coniines of Myfore 
to the N. E. and not far from the hills to the n. w. of the Carnatic, 
fi'om whence Vizvazypunt fent letters, fignifying expedlations of 
money, but proffering affiftance to the Nabob Mahomed Ally ; and 
others to the king of Myfore, demanding with more authority 
the arrears of the chout, or tribute, to which the Morattoe nation 
pretends a right from all the countries in the peninfula. At this 
time Hyder Ally, at Seringapatam, the capital of Myiore, had, as 
if in dilguft, refigned his employments of general and minifler: he 
had fome time before concluded his treaty with M. Lally, and fent 
off the body of 4000 Myforeans, which came to Pondicherry under 
the command of his brother-in-law Mu 61 :oon Saheb ; relying on this 
alliance, and his own courage, he was fo affured of his importance 
and fafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Seringa- 
patam^ with all his family of women, attended only by 500 horfe- 
men, who were of proved fidelity and refolution. Agents accompanied 
the letters of Vizvazypunt, with whom the king concerted, that 
their mafter fhould move with his army to Seringapatam, as if to 
haften by intimidation the levy of a large contribution, which the 
king had privately confented to pay. Hyder Ally fuppofed, that 
their a^Ji^roach would reinftate him in the command of the king’s 
forces to oppofe them, and difcovered when near, that the Morat- 
toes had engaged to leize his perfbn ; on which he mounted in the 
dead of night, accompanied by fbme of his horfemen, and left his 
whole family behind. Some Morattoes followed them, whom he 
out-ftripped, and the next day arrived at Bangalore, a flrong city 
60 miles to the north of Seringapatam. Being the bringerofhis 
own errand, he had time, and found means to engage fbme of the 
officers, who prevailed on the reft to declai'e they would abide by 
his fortunes ; and in confequence they fhut the gates. From this 
retreat he immediately fent orders to his brother-in-law, to quit the 
VbL. II. 4S Carnatic 
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1760. Ciirnritic with all the troops under his command, and to march, 
avoiding the Morattocs, to Iknigalore. INIufloon Sahcb had received 
the letters, v. hen he moved from Pondicherry on the i6thofAu- 
gnll; but concluding liyder Ally to be in llifety for a while at Ben- 
galore, and believing either that a reconciliation would take place 
between him and the King, after the retreat of the Morattoes ; or 
otherwife, that Hyder Ally might think it moll expedient to come 
himfelf, and join the French, for the fake of the celhons ftipulated 
in the treaty ; be determined, although not to return to Pondicherry, 
to continue in the Carnatic, and in confequence employed, as we 
have feen, his troops againft Trinomaly, and other places in that part 
of the country, until he received, in the beginning of September, far- 
ther intelligence from Hyder Ally, which left no alternative to his de- 
parture; on which he recalled the 800 horfe which were at Gingee,and 
without' felicitation, with an integrity rare in the politics of India,, 
requefted the French force to accompany them in order to receive 
back the pofrefhon of the fort of Thiagar, which he without ftipula- 
tion tendered of his own accord. On their arrival there on the 
13th of September, he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc- 
cafion their future affiftance, and three days after marched away 
with his whole force to join his brother. The French left 200 Eu- 
ropean foot, and five companies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the refl, 
being the fame number of foot, 150 Kuropean horfe, and. three com- 
panies of Sepoys, returned to Gingee.. 

The reflitution of Thiagar, and the departure of the Myfore troops- 
out of the province, confirmed, the veracity of the king’s difavowal. 
of any participation in that expedition, and the Prefidency repeated- 
their orders to Captain Smith, and. the troops of Madura to ceafe hof- 
tilitics in the Myfore diftridls. Previous to the receipt of thefe. or- 
ders. Captain Smith had fent a detachment from- Caroor,. againft a, 
fort called Pudicotah, different from that he had taken in his ap- 
proach. It ftands nine miles to the N. E. of Caroor on. the IbutK 
bank of the Caveri. The garrifon evacuated it on the appearance of 
the detachment, who left, a party to hold it, and returned to Caroor.;, 
The want of money prevented any farther operations ; for, although, 
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the revenues of the country reduced exceeded 300,000 i*upecs a 1760. 
year, the devaftation of the auxiliary hoi'fe and foot which could not 
be reftrained, left no contributions to raife. Caj^taia Smith, there- 
fore, returned with a part of his command to Trilchiuopoly, and 
on the way feat off a detachment to reinftate two polygars, who 
had been driven out of their pollams by the troops of Dindigul, fiom 
whom the detachment met no refillance, as the governor of Dindigul 
had received orders, in confequene of the capitulation of Caroor, to 
ceafe hoflilities againll: the pofleflions of the Nabob. Bv this time the 
troops of Madura had taken five other forts between Batal Gunta 
and Dindigul, in all feven, and continued to keep pollefiion of them 
until farther orders, encamping their main body at Batal Gunta, 
and keeping flight guards in the others. Captain Smith arrived in 
the beginning of Odlober at Madrafs, to give an account of his ex- 
pedition, and the ftate of the conquered country ; and foon after re- 
turned to his command in Tritchinopoly. 

As foon as it was afeertained that the Myforeans had quitted the 
province. Colonel Coote, to fa^■e the heavy expence of the black ca- 
valry, difeharged 500 of them, moftly thofe brought by Maphuze 
Khan, which reduced the number to 800, of which 500 W'ere with 
Prefton, and the reft with himfelf in the camp. A part)-, with fbme 
bullocks, advancing from Gingee, arrived on the 2d of Oftober at 
Malamoodi, a village twelve miles from Pondicherry between the 
river of Ariancopang and the Panar, intending to pufli into the 
town in the night under the protection of St. Thomas redouljt. 

On intelligence of their approach. Colonel Coote detached all the 
cavalry in the camp, which, belides the black, were one of the t\\\.' 

* troops of Europeans, to lie in their way : of which the party got 
intelligence, and, leaving their bullocks, returned during the nighr, 
and in their return three officers, who lagged behind in their palan- 
kins, were taken by fome black horfe and Sepoys, which Captain 
Prefton had detached to harafs the party from Ratalgrammon. 

The army had hitherto continued on the ground between Ou; 
garry and the river of Ariancopang, were they had encamped i:n 
mediately after the fuccefs of the bound-hedge. This ground is ah. v aj .1 
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1 760. overflowed in ihe rainy leafon, of which the figns encreafed every 
day; and on the 6th the whole army inarched off by the left, and 
encamped on the ridge of the Red-hill, a mile and half nearer the 
bound-hedge than their firff encampment at Perimbe, but to the left 
of that groinin. The heighth and fandy foil of this fituation 
tirained and dried the wet as faff as it fell, and fecurcd at leaft the- 
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caferns of mat 
and bamboo were built to fhelter them, from the other. 

At one the next morning, firing of cannon and mufketry was 
heard in the road of Pondicherry. Befides fmaller craft, three 
French ihips, the Hermiohe, the Baleine, and the Compagnie des 
Indes were at anchor before the town, as neai* the liirf as piaidence 
permitted, and under the command of 100 guns, mounted along the. 
w’orks on this fide, and the ftrand, to protedl the road. Thefe fhips 
were intended to wait until the ff ormy weather, and then fail to ports- 
to the fouthward, and return with provifions, ‘of which the preven- 
tion would in that feafon become precarious, even Ihould the Eiig- 
lifh fquadron be able to continue in fight of Pondicherry. Mr.. Ste- 
vens had for fome time determined, to cut them out of the road. His 
Iquadron always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A fortnight 
before the prelent, a night had- been fixed ; but the Ihips beginning 
to hoift out their boats before it w^as dark, they were perceived by 
telelcopes from Pondicherry ; and men were immediately fent from the 
Ihore to reinforce the French Ihips;. which was likewile dilcovered by 
the fquadron, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the defign, until the 
enemy’s fufpicions Ihould have ceafed. In the mean time the Tyger 
of 60 guns was fent to continue near Pondicherry, and anchored a 
little to the fouth, two miles from the Ihore. Gn the night of the 
6th, the enterprize was refumed. The boats, fix and twenty, were 
hoifted out after dark, and manned with 400 failors, moftly volun- 
teers, and lailed to the Tyger, where all affembled at 12. Soon after 
they perceived the lights in the great cabin of the neareft Ihip,, 
the Hermione,. extinguilhed, and concluding that the officei’s were 
gone to reft, let off for the attack.: The boats moved in two divi- 
fions, one allotted to the Hermione, the other to the next Ihip, 'the^ 

Baleine 
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Baleine;, the- attack of the Compagnie des Indes was to depend on 1760. 
the fuccefs of thefe. To prevent deviation, the boats of each divi- 
fion moved in a line, holding to one another by ropes. The niches 
of the oars were covered with frefh fheep-lkin, to prevent creaking. 

The watch- word by which the men were to know one another in 
the attack, was Cathchart, a found which few Frenchmen can pro- 
nounce. It lightened continually, as ulual in the nights before the 
change of the monfoon; neverthclels, the divifion to the Hermione 
got within piftol-fliot of her ftern, before they were difcovered; 
when the boats feparating, ranged up equally on each fide of the 
fhip, and two went forward to the bows to cut the cables. During 
this approach, all hands in the fliips were up, and firing mufketry 
on the boats, and fhot came from the guns of the C ompagnie des 
Indes, which lay to command both the other fhips. T he Hermione 
was boarded in as many parts as there were boats round her. The 
crew, which were 70 Europeans, behaved well, defending them- 
felves and the fhip with pikes and piftols, when the attack came 
hand to hand. The man who firfl attempted to cut the cable had: 
his head cut off by an officer Handing to guard it in the bows; never- 
thelefs numbers prevailed, and the crew were all driven or tumbled; 
down the hatch-ways; for no concert of furrender could take place, 
or be trufted. As foon as they were all down, the hatches were 
clofed and centinels fixed over them, and then the mizen topfail,. 
the only fail bent, was fet to carry off the fhip, M'hich feveral 
boats were likewife ready to tow: but by this time, the fliore,, 
which had waited until the firing of the attack had ceafcd in the- 
fhip, began a violent cannonade, of which the lightning dire£led= 
the aim; and fhot continually Hruck: one deftroyed the wheel of the 
rudder, killed the two men who were fleering,, and- cut the tiller 
rope. The prifoners confined below deterred every one from going- 
down into the gun-room to fix another rope to the rudder, and the 
fingle fail was not fufficient to fleer the fhip; the boats remained, 
the only means of carrying her off^ and. they tugged with fuch 
violence, that they continually fhapt the‘- towing-ropes.. Mean 
while the fire continued from the fhore. At. length, fome imagined 

that 
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1760. :that the fhip had no motion, and refiftcd by a cable and anchor 
-concealed nnder her keel; on which the officer who commanded 
the attack, rciblved to leave her. The prifoners below were told, 
, ‘that it was determined to fet her on fire, on w’hich they came u[) 
•readily to be carried off in the boats, which rowed away with them 
to the Tyger. When arrived on board, the Captain, Digbv Dent, 
-laid he fhould fend his own men, if the divifion did not imme- 
diately return to bring off the Ihip. This ([^irited rebuke j>3-evailed, 
all the boats fet off again and met the (hip half a mile nearer; for 
the land-wind had Ij^rung up and was driving her out. 

The dilpofitions for the attack of the Baleine, were the fame, and 
fucceeded more eafily. The crew made little refiftance; only two 
men were killed before they furrendered. Tire rudder of the fhip 
was afhore, but feveral tails were bent to the yards which fiifficed 
to move and fleer her, and the was brought, and anchored near the 
Tyger, before the Baleine came up. No attempt w'as made on the 
Compagnie des Indes. 

By this -time the want of provifions prefled fo hard, that IMr. 
Lally aflembled a general council, and propofed the immediate 
expulfion of the black inhabitants, who reprefented that their 
fidelity alone to thofe who might condemn them to this fevere ca- 
lamity had left -it in their power to inflift it ; by their removal, 
likewife, all the Europeans would be deprived of their domeftics : 
and from thefe confiderations the affembly broke up without de- 
cifion ; but Ibme from fear of the other inconveniences of the 
•blockade during the flormy weather, requefted permiffion of Colonel 
Coote to fend away their families either to the Danifli or Dutch fet- 
tlements on the coaft, which were neutral in the war; and paflports 
■were granted. 

intelligence was received on the i #th, that the garrifon intended 
to march out a detachment of 400 men, to florm the Madrafs re- 
doubt in the bound-hedge, and then pufii on to attack the large re- 
doubt, which the Englilh army had raifed to the north of it; on 
which the picquets of the camp marched, and took poft half-way, in 
-order to fall on the rear of the detachpient y being dilcovered, the 
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enemy made no motion, but the next day the town fired hotly, buf 

without execution, on the Ariancopang redoubt.- 

The winds had for fomc days veered and ftrengthened; and on 
the 22(1' and 23d, the two Admirals failed out of the road of Cud- 
tlalore with all the fhips, excepting. four, which two days after, on 
flifpicion of flo]-my weather, went away likewife. Their departure 
was unexpected, becaufe contrary to Mr. Stevens’s declaration, that 
he would not quit the coaft until compelled by the utmoft nc- 
eelljty, which had not yet come. As foon as they difappeared, the 
Comiiagnie des Indes,. and a floop which was in the road, prepared 
as had been forefeen to put to fea. The fhip failed on the 30th to 
bring provlflons from Tranqueban-,' and the floop armed with feveral 
guns was intended to cruize in the offing for the grain-boats, which 
at this feafon of the year come with the wind and current from the 
northern to the fouthern parts of the coaff, and generally fail in. 
fight of the Ihore. The four men of war which left Cuddalore on. 
the 23d, anchored on the ifl of November off' Alamparvab, 
from whence they fell down on the 4th to the road of Pondicherry, 
and gave information, that Mr. Stevens was gone with the other j 3 
fhips of the fquadron to refit them in the bay of Trincomaly. 

Captain Prefton,. on the i8th of 061 x)ber, detached feme black, 
horfe and Sepoys from his pofl at Ratlagrammon, who came back 
with 400 head of cattle of thofe colledled by the French, which 
were grazing in the country round the pettah of G ingee: The dcr- 
tachment was neither oppofed or purfued, although a confiderable 
party of the French troops was then in the pettah ready to march; 
This party moved on the 2 id; they w^ere 200 Europeans and 
Cofffees, 400 Sepoys, 100 European and as many black horfe. 
They croffed the river Panar on its decline, and on theii* ari ival at 
Thiagar, a detachment larger than their number was formed, and 
marched away, to attack the fort of Chandamungalum, which ffands 
half-way towards Trinomalee : the fort was garrifoned by four, or 
five companies of Sepoys, wdth a few Europeans from .Chittapet^ 
who repulfed thelaffaiilt with uncommon ability,, having killed, 
ten Europeans .and 40 Sepoys, and. wounded 50 Sepoys • and 20 
' V horfesj. 
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1760. horfes; after which the French party attempted nothing rAore, bat 
^sturned to Tbiagar. 

CapfAin Prefton, 0:1 the ijrf: intelligence of their motion from 
Gingee, fet out, aa before, to follow them with the g;-cat eft part ox his 
force from Ratlagrammon, but w hen arrived on the 24th near \ liLa- 
ponim, found the river foelled, and continued on thebanli, :n e.vpecia* 
JCovtrnber. tioii of its fall; and on the ift of November, the garriion of Gingee, 
being ffronger than the force he had left at Ratlagrammon, again 
detached a party of 25 European horle and 20 foot with tliree com- 
panies of Sepovs and feme black cavahn^, to drive away all the 
eattle about this place, which by the late captures and purchafes 
made for the camp were manplllerds. Captain Robert Fletcher, 

■ who commanded during the abfence of Prefton at Ratlagrammon, 
waited until the enemy began to retreat v/ith the cattle they had 
gathered, w'hen he appeared with 50 black horfe, and three com- 
panies of Sepoys in their rear, and followed them fts mules, but 
as if cautious of coming too dole to their fire; which continually 
drew it from them; when, perceiving that they had almoft ex- 
pended their ammunition, he approached nearer, and engaged them 
regularly, which they fcarcely fuftained, and fooii broke, and ail their 
Sepoys flung down their arms. Fifteen of them were killed, and 
30 with a Subadar or Captain made priibners: of the Europeans, 
fix were killed, or fell wounded, and 1 50 mufkets were coUecled, 
The next day, Fletcher, with a ftronger foi'ce, marched again 
from Ratlagrammon, and contriving his time, arrived at night, and 
entered the jxettah of Gingee, which has but a flight wail, by fur- 
prize, fet fire to it in e^'er}- part, and met no refiftance, excepting 
the uncert^n fire of the cannon from the hills above, and on bis 
return he drove off a greater number of their cattle than the enemy 
had taken the day before. 

The frequent, although flender attempts and enterprizes, which 
had been made by the body of French troops in the field, in order 
either to fupply Pondicherry with provifions, to gain plunder, or to 
create diverfions of the Englifli force, bad ia tbe. whole expended 
more than three hundred Europeans; moft of the reft were now at 

Thiagar, 



BookXIIT. The Fbench SQrADxoH. 

Thia^ar, and from the force reniainin?^ at Giuc-ee, including what the 
garriibn might on occahon ipare, no attempt of cond ors to Pon- 
dicherry' beyocd the pro^'ifon> of a few days were to be appre- 
hended. They had loir, if e-\-er itlayopcn, the opportunity, when they 
were in full force. Xeyerthelefs the number of troops remaining at 
Pondicherry, with the defences and anamunition, full fecured the town 
from every danger, excepting famine; and Mr. Lallv not impru- 
dentlv preferred that tlie troops he had detached, Iho'old remain abroad, 
where they might do fome ferx-ice, and would iubiiii themfelves, 
rather than return to coniume in Pondicherry the {lender ftock of 
proviiions, of xvhich they had . lupplied lo little. Renew wiflied 
even to add more to their number for another purpofe, on which 
ih fortune and neceffity obliged him to rely as the likelieil: means 
that remained of reliexdng the difcrelTes of Pondicherry. 

The French fquadoa, which bad iefc the coaib on the ilb of 
Oclober of the preceding year, arrived on the 15th of November at 
the ille of France. This illand never furniihed proviiions fufficient 
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been io much exhaufted of the 
{fores collected from abroad, by victualling die iquadron at their 
departure for the coalf, that litde remained to aitoi'd them on their 
return ; and this fcarcity had been iniudicioufly eucreafed by the 
equipment of two veflfels, xvhich had been lent to attack the Englifh 
factories in the gulph of Perlia. In this diftrels, it u as lel'oh'ed to 
follow the example of the preceding year, and to lend three Ihips 
of burthen, under the convoy of the Centaur of 74 guns, belonging 
to the French Company, to purchafe proviiions at the Cape of 
Good Hope. But Mr. D’Ache propoied to give the command of the 
Centaur to the captain of the King’s ihip the A6tif ; on which all the 
captains of the Company’s fliips of war protelfed againft this pre- 
ference, as derogatory to their own rights; and w'hilfl the tedious dif- 
putations ufual on fuch occafions were carrying on in writing, with 
much acerbity and little public zeal, the annual temped: of the ele- 
ments in tills climate aroie in the night of the 27th of January-, and 
lafted without intermiffion, and ivith the utmoft excefs, for 36 hours. 
Thirty -two veffels in the port of Mauritius were torn from their 
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anchors ; bnt all, excepting one of 30 guns, were flopped by the 
ooze of the bay from drivins; on the rocks which fraize the fliore; 
on which all the fmaller craft were ftr^nded and wrecked. The 
ruin was greater on the land. All the vegetation of provifioiis 
above the furface was deflroyed. The cattle and fowls were walhed 
away by the torrents, or periflied by the inclemency, and of the 
maeazines of sfrain, which are all built of wood, fome were over- 
thrown, and the reft opened by the wind to the rain. Three months 
were employed in reparing the damages of the marine and fliore. 
In this interval, fome few iirovifions were brought by fome trading 
veffels of the Colony from Madagafcar, and the flirplus of the ifland 
of Bourbon. On the 26th of May it was determined to fend four 
/hips of war, as fafl as they could be equipjx:d, in order to fubfifl at 
Foul-point in Madagafcar- -On the 8th of June, arrived a veffel 
from France, apprizing, that an armament was fitting out in England 
to attack the two iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon; in confequence 
of which, the French government had fent the regiment of Cara- 
bray, of 700 men, to reinforce them; and the fquadron, if at Mau- 
ritius, was ordered to continue there ; and, if gone to the coaft, to 
be immediately recalled. Theft orders determined Mr. D’Ache 
to remain with the greateft part of his ftiips for the defence of 
the ifland, but to fend away thofe before allotted to Madagaftar; 
which, to fave the confiimption of viftuals, were not to return to 
the ifle of France until the 20th of Auguft: if at this time they 
received no directions how to aCl, the council of war might proceed 
to the execution of any fervice, of which the condition of the /hips 
might be deemed capable ; meaning to intimate, that they might, 
if they chofe it, go to the coaft of Coromandel. The Centaur 
failed for Madagafcar on the 1 6th -of June, but the other three 
not in lefs then a month after, by which time the regiment of 
Cambray was arrived in ftveral of the Company’s /hips from 
France. The news of the ftorm was brought to Pondicherry by 
the Hermione and Baleine in July, bat by detaining the failors for a 
while on board, the report was kept fecret, until others properly 
fabricated and given out, perfoaded the colony, and the enemy at their 
4 gates, 
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gates, that the Tquadron ftrongly reinforced from France might be 1760. 
every day expefted on the coaft. In the middle of 06 tobei , letters November, 
dilpatched from hlauritius to Mahc, on the coaft of Malabar, ar- 
rived from hence, \’\'ith information of the departure of the four 
fliips to Madagafcar, and dubious afllirances of their intention to 
come at all events to Pondicherry. Mr. Lally had always regarded 
the operations of the fquadron as fo unzealous and indecilive, that 
he was convinced thefe (hips would not make the effort. He, how- 
ever, concealed this opinion, and the intelligence concerning the 
fuppofed attack of Mauritius from England ; but gave out that the 
fhips gone to Madagafcar, and more, might be expected at Pondi*- 
cherry with the regiment of Cambray on board. But, defpairing 
of the relief he pretended, he perfuaded the Council to conclude a 
treaty for the afliftance of the body of- IV'Iorattoes under the com- 
mand of Vizvazypunt, which had lately returned from Seringapa- 
tam in Myfore to the confines of the Carnatic. 

Vizvazypunt, on his firft approach from the Kriftna, had in April 
fent letters to Pondicherry, tendering the fame afliftance to theFrench 
as he was offering to the Nabob and the Englifli: a vague correfpon- 
deiice had continued in confequence of thei’e overtures ; but, on his 
nearer approach, Mr. I.ally fent two agents to his camp. The 
Morattoe required a fum of ready money in hand, and the ceflion 
of the fortrefs of Gingee, which, befides the influence it would give 
Balagerow in the province of Arcot, was the wifli of a national 
point of honour, fince Gingee had, until the beginning of the 
prefent century, been the capital of a race of Morattoe kings, whofe 
dominion extended from th^ Coleroon to the Paliar. The Council 
empowered the agents to agree that Gingee fhould be delivered to 
him as foon as the Englifli army retreated from Pondicherry, and 
that 500,000 rupees fhould be paid him when his own appeared in 
fight of the town. All the French troops abroad were to join the 
Morattoes as foon as they paflcd the hills, and entei'ed the jiro- 
vince. If thefe terms were not readily accepted, the agents were to 
infinuate that, although the diftrefles of Hyder Ally had broke any 
farther expeftatibns of afliftance from him, the king of Myfore him- 
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felf would be glad to obtain Gingee on the fame terms; when the 
Morattoes v/ould be precluded from the probability of gaining any 
advantage by their expedition to the Carnatic. 

But as the negociation might be protraded, and provifions, even 
for a few days, were become of great importance, Mr. Lally ordered 
the troops abroad to make w^hat effort they could before the rains 
ceafed ; and as Gingee was lo clolely watched by Preflon’s com- 
mand, he directed the main body to continue and ad from Thiagar, 
from whence, by the diflance, and the nature of the country be- 
tween, their motions would be lefs liable to be afeertained and in- 
termitted. In the mean time, as well to fave the confamption in 
the town, as to convince the Morattoes that the troops in garrifbn 
were more than fufficient to defend it, he refolved to fend out more 
to join thofe already in the field. Accordingly, on the night of the 
I ft of November, i oo Europeans croffed the river of Ariancopang 
in boats, and were proceeding along the fea-ftiore, from whence they 
intended to turn inland, and gain their way to the weft between 
the two rivers, expeding no interrrjption, as the rains were almoft 
continual, and had drenched the plain : but in the clofe of the even- 
ing, a guard of Sepoys had been advanced from the fort of Arian- 
copang, and took poft on the ftrand of the fea ; they fired on 
the firft alarm upon the French party, who, imagining their force 
greater, and that it had been ftationed on purpofe to intercept them, 
hurried back to their boats, and regained the town : only one of the 
Sepoys w^as killed ; the enemy’s lofs was not known, but was fup- 
pofed to be more. 

Exceflive rain flopped any farther operations between the Englifli 
camp and the French troops for feveral days, during which, both 
continued intent only on the fea. To oppofe the armed boats of 
the town, fome were equipped in the like manner at Cuddalore, 
which on the yth took a boat coming with paddy from Tranque- 
bar, and another going thither with effects of value ; and intelli- 
gence being received that the fhip la Compagnie des Indes, with a 
fchooner and feveral fmaller veflels, were taking in provifions there. 
Commodore Haldan detached two of the men of war with orders 
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to feize them, and every other veffel which had more than the 
provilions of their own diet on board. They came into the road 
on the 8th, where they found the Salilhury of 50 guns arrived 
from Triconomaly, which had anchored clofe to the Compagnie des 
Indes, and kept her under command, waiting orders from the Com- 
modore. The Compagnie des Indes ftruck on the firft fumtnons ; 
and the fchooner, which was loaded with 400 bags of wheat, and 
fome barrels of laltecl meat, ran alhore. The fmaller veflels in the 
road efcaped to the fouthv'^ard ; and the Salifbury failed away with 
the prize to rejoin Admiral Stevens at Triconomaly. The news of 
this lofs was received in Pondicherry with as much concern as a dif- 
after in the field. The Danifh government fent deputies to Colonel 
Coote, with a proteft agaiuft the infraftion of the neutrality of their 
port ; but were fhewn intercepted letters, which proved their afliff-. 
anceto the French agents, and filenced their remonftrances. 

On the 9th of the month, a ricochet battery of four eighteen- 
pounders was finifhed in a ruined village, 1 400 yards to the north, 
between the fea-fide and the bleaching town: the (hot plunged 
along the eaft face of the town, and were anfwered very hotly by 
twelve iiieces of cannon, which as well from the diftance, as the 
parapet of the battery, by which the guns were entirely concealed, 
could do no mifchief. 

On the 1 2th, Colonel Coote received information, that a convoy 
was advancing from Thiagar ; they were 24 European and 100 
black horfe, efcorting 100 bullocks, laden withfalted beef, and each 
of the horfemen likewife carried a parcel of it at the croup of his 
faddle. They croffed the Panar on the 13th, at fome diftance 
above Trivadi, and proceeded between this and the river of Arian- 
copang ; but imprudently loll time in driving 300 bullocks more, 
which they had taken up in the way. At four in the morning they 
came up near the fort of Ariancopang, and were immediately fur- 
rounded by a detachment of too European foot, 40 European and 
1 50 black horfe, which were waiting to intercept them. Th^ 
officer with one of the troopers was killed, and ten, with more than 
half the black horfe, furrendered; the other 12 of the European, 

horfe 
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1 760. horfe pulhed to the river, anti were ferried over to the town under 

Thomas’ redoubt. To prevent fuch attempts in 
future, 50 Europeans, u’ith a company of Sepoys, were Rationed 
and retrenched on the flip of fand on the fea-fliorc, oppofite to the 
bar of the river. 

By this time the waters of the Panar were run off, and, as the 
troops at Ratlagramon with Captain Fletcher were deemed fuffi- 
cient to oppofe what the enemy had at Gingee, Captain Prefton, 
with the main body of his command, marched away from Villa- 
porum to attack Elavanafore, to which the officer at Thiagar fent a 
reinforcement, chiefly of black troops ; but after Elavanafore was 
invefl:ed did not advance to its relief. The only guns fit for battery 
w'ith Preflion’s divifion, were two field twelve-pounders, u hich are 
too flight againfl: flroiig defences; but, as the lafl; thing which is 
done in country forts is to repair them, a breach was e^y made, 
and the garrilbn capitulated at difcretion, although they were 1 1 
Europeans, 1^9, Topafles, and 400 Sepoys, wdth three field-pieces, 
■befides the guns of the fort.. 

Preparations-had for fome time been making at Madrafs to con- 
vert the blockade of Pondicherry into a regular attack ; and on the 
idth, the Admiral Watlon, a Ihip of 500 toirs, laden with all kinds 
of {lores, arrived, and anchored off the north redoubt, and the 
maflbolas of Cuddalore repaired thither to unload her. On the 
1 8th, Mr. Call, the chief engineer, arrived in the camp, to condu6l 
the trenches. 

There were remaing in Pondicherry about 50 horfes belonging: 
to the cavalry, for which no forage could be procured either within 
or without the walls; and, as the grain they confumed was fo much 
taken from the liiftenance of the garrifon, Mr. Lally refolved to 
lend them with the beft riders to Thiagar. Colonel Coote re- 
ceived intelligence of the intention, but not of the time. At two 
o’clock in the morning of the 31ft, 300 grenadiers, with the horfe- 
men, pafled .the river on rafts, near the bar, oppofite to the re- 
trenched guard on the fpit of fand, from which the Europeans had 
been withdrawn, and only the Sepoys were remaining ; on whom the 

French 
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French grenadiers immediately advanced, and gave their fire, whilfi: 
the horfemen went ofF as faft as they could over the plain, taking the 
road to Trivadi. On the alarm, the pickets of horl'e in the camp 
mounted, and crufling the river, wliich chanced to be fordable at 
Villenore, went in purfiiit, and took thirteen, whofe horles were too 
feeble to keep pace with the others. 

Major Prefton, following his fuccefs, marched from Elavanafore, 
againft a fort called Rifhavandum, which ftands 1 5 miles to the 
N. E. of that place: it furrendered to him, after little refiftance, on 
the 2 2d: the garrifon confifted of 200 Sepoys^ and five Europeans. 
From hence he marched againft Chacrapollam, a mud fort, 15 miles 
north of Thiagar; which furrendered to him without making any 
defence ; for the garrifon was only a company of Sepoys, with a fer- 
jeant. In the mean while, the French troops remaining at Gingee, 
exclufive of the garrifon there, went againft Chittamoor, a fort 1 o 
miles to the s. e. and were repulfed, with the lofs of 20 Sepoys and 
four Europeans, killed and wounded. 

The landing of the ftores from the Admiral Watfon had been im- 
peded by the defertion of the boatmen, who ran away, becaufe they 
had not been regularly paid; but the blockade continued with the 
utmoft vigilance, and nothing, fince the laft convoy, had atterhped 
to get in by land ; feveral boats coming from the ibuthward, with 
fait provifions and arrack, were intercepted by armed boats equipped 
at Devicotah. The encreafing diftrefs determined Mr. Lally to con- 
fult nothing any longer but neceflity; and on the 27 th, he turned 
out of the gates all the blacks remaining in the town, excepting a 
few who were domeftics to the principal inhabitants. The number 
expelled were 1 400, of both fexes, and every age. They wandered 
in families and companies towards all parts of the limits, hoiking the 
mercy of being fuffered to pafs away; but they were every where 
ftopped by the advanced Sepoys, and ordered to go back; on which 
they retired, and aflembled round the foot of tlie glacis, begging 
admittance, and many of theiii attempting to pafs over into the 
covered-way, were fired upon by the mulketry and cannon^, and /bme 
were killed. At night they were <juiet; .but the next day, and for 

fix 
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1760. fix more, they repeated the (ame importunities to the tov, n and the 
Englifli port, and received the fame repulfes. Example^ of this 
ieverity rarely occur; and in civilized war is never exerciled but with 
December, tbe utmofi reliidlance. At length Colonel Coote, finding Mr. Tally 
inflexible, let the W'hole multitude pafs. Their only fufrenance, ex- 
cepting the little they had brought out of the town, fecreted about 
their perfons, had for eight days been the roots of grafs they picked 
up in the fields, in ^vhich they lay. They were all extenuated by 
famine, and few had homes or friends to go to; neverthelefs their 
thanks vi'ere iiiexpreffible, even for this chance of prefer\ation. 

The Nabob was prefent at this adl of mercy, and concurred in it. 
He left Arcot on the r5th of November, and Avent to Madrafs to 
confer a few hours with Mr. Pigot, from whence he arrived in the 
camjD on the 3d of December. On the 2d and 3d, two veflels, a 
/loop, and a pinnace remaining at Pondicherry', failed ayvay for Tran- 
quebar, but the pinnace was taken by the boats of Deyicotah. 

Four ricochet batteries, which were firil to open againfl: the town, 
were finifhed on the 8th. We have already given feme defeription 
of Pondicherry, when attacked by Mr. Bolcawen in 17+8. All the 
baftions remained in their firfl: form, which, for a town of this fize, 
was very confined; but counter-guards had been made before three 
of them, and ravelins raifed before the three gates to the land; a 
rampart of earth bad been added to the curtains, which before were 
only yvalls of brick five feet thick. A wet ditch had been compleated 
on the three fides to the land, excepting in an extent of 200 yards on 
the fbuth fide tosvards the fea, where the ground rifing higher re- 
quired a deeper excavation, which for this reafon, as being more la- 
borious and expenfive, had not yet been dug ; to the extremity of 
this higher ground where the ditch ceafed, came a large creek from 
the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch all round with 
water. The berm within the ditch was 25 feet broad; the covered- 
way was narrow, and the glacis not Ijufficiently raifed. The face to 
the eaft being wuthin a few yards of the fiirf, and expofed only to an 
efcalade by fiirprize, had no ditch, but its curtain flanked by 
projecting batteries, which likewife commanded the road. The ci- 
tadel 
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tadel was a pentagon with ilve baftions, but too fmall to endure i *^6o. 
bombardment ; tv.'o of its baitions over-looked the caft curtain, 
and added to toe are on the lea. The town was \erv commodi- 
oufly laid out in flraight ftieets which traverled it entirely in both 
direftions. 

The ricochet battery of four guns, which had opened on the loth 
or November, had for foms time been quitted, and the s^uns re- 
moved to the north redoubt beyond the bound-hedge ; becaule their 
effect was not equal either to the exjience of ammunition, or the 
fatigue and rifque of the guards. The four batteries which were 
now opened ^^'ere thus fituated. One flood near the beach to the 
north, 200 yards in front of that which had been abandoned, 
and about 1200 from the Avails; it mounted four iS pounders, 
and enfiladed the eafl front of the town. Another of two 24 and 
two 18 pounders, with three mortars of 13, 10, arid 8 inches, 

AA'as raifed on the other fide of the morafs, which fj^reads to the 
Avefl; it Avas 1400 yards from the Avails, and bore, but a little to 
the left, upon the AA'efl flank of the baflion in the north-Aveft angle, 

Avhich mounted ro guns, and had before it, Avithin the ditch, a 
flrong and extenfive counter-guard, mounting 25 guns. The 
tAVo other batteries Avere to the fouth. One on the edee of a 
large ifland, formed by the river of Ariancopang; this battery- 
mounted only tAvo guns, of which, one bore on the baflion next to 
that in the s. av, angle of the toAA-n, the other on St. Thomas 
redoubt, Avhich flood on the oppofite bank of the river lower 
doAA’ii ; the other battery Avas raifed in a fmaller ifland beloAV the 
Coco-nut, from Avhich it is feparated on one hand, and on the’ 
other from the fpit of fand, which forms the flrand of the’ fea 
from the bar of the river. This is called the Sand Ifland ; 
the battery bore upon St, Thomas redoubt, and on the curtain . 
of the toAvn betAveen the tAVO baflions on this fide neareft the 

Ail the four batteries were only intended to harrafs the gar- 
rifon bv a crofs fire of ricochet fhot along the ftreets or ramparts; 
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for none of them were on the perpendiculars on which the breach- 
ing batteries were intended to be erefled. , They opened at mid- 
night, between the 8th and 9th, firing all of them at the fame 
time, and in voliies, on the fignal of a Ihell. A little before the 
iirft volley, Colonel Cocte, with two or three officers, approached 
towards the glacis of the north front, in order to obferve what 
eiredt the. firing would produce upon the gaiTifon. They beat to 
arms, hut without confufion, and feemed to have every thing in 
proper order on their bafiions ; they raifed blue lights in different 
parts of the town, but did not fire a (hot. Captain Fletcher, who 
was with the Colonel, very imprudently quitted him without no- 
tice, and went to the foot of the glacis, where he fell in with the 
centinel of an advanced guard of Sepoys, whom he feized and diP 
armed, and was bringing off ; when the guard, hearing the ftrug.- 
gle, ran into tlie covered-way, from whence immediately came a 
hot fire of mufketry upon Colonel Ct^pte’s, party ; but Fletcher 
brought off the Sepoy, who gave no inQljgence that was not bet- 
ter known before. , 

The batteries ceafed before day-bre.ak> and the. guns were kept 
malked until the afternoon, when they recommenced, and the town 
returned with great vivacity, but the firing ceafed on both fides in 
■two hours. The two batteries to the fouth prevented the enemy 
from launching a large boat which they had fitted on the fhore near 
the bar, and drove them likewile from their guns in St. Thomas’s 
redoubt, .ivhich were only mounted in barbette. 

The ^’firing was varioufly renewed in the fix following days, 
but diminifhed much on the 1 8th from want of powder; but the 
purppfe .:of wafting the garrifbn with fatigue, which their fcanty 
allowaince of provifions rendered them little able to endure. On 
■the igthj a party of pioneers appeared at work with great eager- 
nef^ to raife and convert the barbette of St. Thomas’s redoubt 
into a parapet with embrafures. The battery on the fand ifland 
fired to interrupt them by night as well as by day, but they per- 
fevered. On Ae 20th, fome powder arrived in a velTel froip Ma- 

drafs. 
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drafs, and the enfilade and bombardment recommenced from all 1 760. 
the batteries as before ; and was conftantly anfwered with the fame 
vivacity from the town. On the 23d, the Ihip Duke, of 500 tons, 
arrived from Madrafs, laden with 1 7 pieces of battering cannon 
and their fhot, with all kinds of ffores for the fiege ; but ib few of 
the boatmen had returned to their maflbolas, that very little could 
be landed until others were aflembled from the neighbouring ports 
on the coaft, and even from Madrafs : this delay, however, appear- 
ed of lefs detriment, becaufe the materials for the trenches, and 
for the batteries which were to difmantle the defences and breach 
the body of the place, were not yet colledled, and the engineers 
reported, that they fliould not be ready to open this fire before the 
third of January ; but the batteries already conftrufted continued 
theirs. On the 26th, Admiral Stevens in the Norfolk, with three 
other fliips of the line and the Proteflor fire-Ihip, returned into the 
road from Trinconomaly. 

The French troops aflembled at Thiagar were fb much fuperior 
to the little forts around, that they became the terror of the country, 
and their fmallefl; parties brought in proviiions in plenty, and with- 
out I’ifque. Major Preflon, having no longer any apprehenfions 
that the troops at Gingee would either be able to pulh any convoj'S 
through the circumvallation of the Englifli army, or even to diilrefs 
the ports under the protection of Captain Fletcher at Ratlagrammon, 
refolved, by cutting off the daily lupplies of Thiagar, to oblige the 
troops there fo employ large efcorts, which he hoped to intercept, 
lie marched from Rafhivandum on the ill of December, and en- 
camped in the evening three miles to the n. w. of Thiagar. On 
the night of the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting to 200, 
led by Major Allen, an officer of Mr. Tally’s regiment, pulhed. 
out of the pettah, and went 'to the weft of Trinomalee. Be- 
ing fure of proviiions abroad, they intended to remain in the 
hills, waiting the event of the negociation, which Mr. Tally was 
carrying on with the Morattoe Vizvazipunt, whole troops, if it 
fucceeded, they intended to accompany to Pondicherry. A few 
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1760. days afterwards, they v/ere joined by a party of 100 European iii- 
fantry, whom, to alleviate the confumption of provifions, Mr. 
Lally had lent out of Pondicherry in the two veflels which failed 
on the 2d and 3d of the month, and efcaped to Tranquebar ; from 
whence, headed by the bilhop of Hallicarnallus, they marched to 
efcoit him to the camp of Vizvazipunt at Cudaj^anatam, with whom 
the bilhop was empowered to conclude the negociation. They pro- 
ceeded to Combaconum, by the lame road as the Nabob and Major 
Jofeph Smith had come to Karical, and received no moleftation in 
their journey through the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, 
they crofled the Coleroon, and then pafled between Volcondah and 
Thiagar, out of the reach of Prefton’s troops ; but i o or 12 of them 
deferted, and travelled to Tritchinopoly, where they offered to lerve, 
but were not enlifted ; becaufe Captain Smith had at this time dif- 
covered a coufpiracy of the French pri loners to rife and overpower 
the garrifon; in which the number of Europeans did not exceed 100, 
ancbmoU of them were invalids or foreigners ; whereas the prifoners 
were ,500; being the colledtion of all that had been taken at Kari- 
cal, Chillambrum, and Verdachilum, by Colonel Monfon, and in the 
different aftions at Seringham and its dillrifts, by the two Smiths 
from T ritchinopoly. 

The King of Myfore, not thoroughly convinced that his pro- 
teflations of good-will to the Englilh would induce them to reftore 
Caroor, lent a large body of troops to the confines of its territory, 
in order to fecond the terms of his negociation by the appearance of 
renewing hoftilities, if not accommodated ; and other troops proceed- 
ed to reinforce thofe at Dindigul; from whence the governor on 
their arrival marched, with 1000 horfe, 2000 Sepoys, as many com- 
mon peons, and fome cannon, againft Agarpatty, the nearell and lafl 
of the forts, which the troops of Madura had taken, but having left 
it only 40 Sepoys, it furrendered on the 4th day of the attack. From 
• hence the Myforeans marched againft Narafingapore, another of the 
.forts, fix miles farther, which they likewife battered for four days, 
.^yhen they were attacked themfelves by a ftrong body detached from 
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?>Iaclura, who beat them ofF the ground, and drove them back to 
Dindigul, with the lots of 50 men killed and wounded. The colleries 
of Nattam, encouraged by this renewal of hoflilities, made incurfions 
into the northern difrrifts of Madura, and flopped the whole road of 
the pafs with trees, which they felled on either fide, and with much 
labour dragged and laid them acrofs the road with fo much contri- 
vance, that a fingle perfon could not pafs without continual difficulty. 

No events of great importance had happened during the courfe 
of this year, in the country of Tinivelly. The comrhandant, Ma- 
homed IfToof, after the repulfe before Wafhinelore in the end of 
the preceding year, was from the want of battering cannon, no longer 
in a condition to attack the flronger holds of the polygars ; and con- 
tented himfelf, until fujDplied, with polling the greatefl part of his 
army in flations to check the Pulitaver and the eafrern polygars ; but 
remained himfelf with the refl atTinivelly, watching Catabominaigue 
and the Weflern. The departure of Maphuze Khan from Nel- 
litangaville in the month of January, left the Pulitaver and his allies 
no longer the pretext of oppofing the authority of the Nabob in fup- 
port of the rights of his elder brother ; and they debated v/hether 
they fhould treat with Mahomed IfToof, or wait . the event of Ma- 
phuze Khan’s journey, who they fuppoied would return to them, if 
not received on his own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty, 
they formed no vigorous defigns, and employed their colleries in 
night robberies, wherever they could elude the flations of Mahomed 
IfToof ; but attempted nothing in the open field or day. Neverthe- 
lefs, their depredations were fb ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma- 
homed IfToof thought it worth the expence, to draw off fomc of 
their dependants and _ entertain them in the Company’s fervice, 
as befl able to retaliate the fame mifehief on thofe by whom 
they had been employed ; and towards the end of April, feveral 
of thefe petty leaders, with their followers, amounting in the whole 
to 2000 colleries, joined him at Tinivelly, and faithfully entered on 
the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, however, like 
regular fighting happened until the end of May, when Catabo- 
minaigue appeared at, the head of two or three thoufand men, near 
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1760. Etiaporum, and Hood the attack of fev^n companies of Sepoys, drawn 
Dumber limits towards Nellitangaville, by whom they were dif- 

perfed, but with little lofs. In May Mahomed Iflbof received intel- 
ligence of the hoftilities commenced by the Myforeans from Dindi- 
giil, and the orders of the Prefidency to oppofe them ; in confequence 
of which he fent the detachment we have mentioned of 1 500 Sepoys, 
300 horfe, and 3000 peons. They were fcarcely gone, when a new 
and unexpedied alarm arole in the Tinivelly country. The Dutch 
government at the iflaiid of Ceylon had received a large reinforce- 
ment of European troops from Batavia, which affembled at the port 
of Columbo, oppofite to Cape Comorin, from whence a part of them 
arrived in the beginning of June at Tutacorin, a Dutch fort on the 
continent, 40 miles eaft of Tinivelly. Two hundred Europeans, 
with equipments, tents, and field-pieces, immediately encamped, 
giving out that they fhould fKortly be reinforced by more than their 
own number, and that 400 other Europeans had left Batavia at the 
fame time with themfelves, and were gone to Cochin on the Mala- 
bar coaft, in order to join the king of Travancore. The natives 
were frightened, and pretended to have difcovered, that the force 
they faw was intended to affift the polygars in driving the Englifh 
out of the country of Tinivelly, and to begin by attacking the town. 
Mahomed Iflbof immediately fent to the Dutch chief at Tutacorin, 
to demand an explanation; who anfwered, that he fhould give none.' 
A few days after the troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar 
Tinivelly, a town in a very fertile diftrift, fituated 20 miles s. e. ot 
Tinivelly, and the fame diftance s. w. of Tutacorin ; and at the 
fame time, another body of 200 Europeans landed from Colombo 
at Manapar, 20 miles to the s. e. of Alwar Tinivelly. Mahomed 
Iflbof had previoufly drawn troops from the eaftern flations, and 
marching with 4000 Sepoys, and feme horfe, appeared in fight of 
the Dutch troops at Alvar Tinivelly in the evening of the i8th of 
June; who, in the enfuing night, decamped in ftridl filence, and 
marched back to Tutacorin; thofe at Manapar went away thither 
likew'ife in the fame embarkations which brought them ; and no 
more was heard of this alarm. 


The 
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The depredations of the polygars continued ; but, deprived of 1 760. 
Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was invefted, 
they ventured nothing more: the Fulitaver’s colleries were as uiiial 
the moft a£tive in the robberies ; and to reprefs them, Mai.omed 
Iffoof again Rationed the greatell: part of his force towards Nellitan- 
gaville, which in December encamped at the foot of the hills within 
three miles of this place, and Mahomed Iflbof joined them from 
Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchafed feveral eighteen-pounders 
at Tutacorin, and had the two mortars fent to him the year 
before from Anjengo, but no fhot or Ihells for either, and was 
moreover in want of gun-powder and flints, all which he expefted 
from Tritchinopoly, and, whilfl: waiting for them, made fuch pre- 
parations as the country afforded to attack Nellitangaville in form. 

On the 20th of the month, the colleries, with, the Pulitaver at 
their head, attacked his camp, fallying, as ufual, on all quarters 
at once, and perfifted until 100 of them fell; but they killed ten 
of Mahomed Iflbof’s men, and wounded feventy, and fome horfes. 

At this time the Myforeans on the frontiers of Caroor, al- 
though profefling peace, and difavowing the operations of the go- 
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in 
the diftrifts, of which they had coniented that the Englifh fhould col- 
led! the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed 
concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was 
plentiful and ready to be cut ; and as the renewal of hoftilities 
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge. Captain 
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harveft was ga- 
thered. Such was the ftate of the Ibuthern countries at the end of 
the year. 

The confumptlon of provifions in Pondicherry had ever flnce the 
month of Auguft exceeded the fupplies received. In November, 
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the foldiery were put 
to an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at in- 
tervals. , Iri the beginning of December, Mr. Tally caufed a Arid! 
fearch to be made in all the houfes of individuals, and what could be 

found 
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1 760. found ill them was brought to the citadel, from whence they were 
Deccmb^. diftributed equally to the military and inhabitants. Two colonels 
lately arrived from France, men of family, deemed the fearch in 
their apartments an affront, and fent word to Mr. Lally, that they 
would no longer a6l as officers ; but on every occafion as volun- 
teers. But the event juffified the feverity; for by the end of De- 
cember, notwithffanding fome fupply from the fea, the public ffock 
did not exceed the confumption of three days; and Mr. Lally, 
guided by certain information, determined another fearch ; on 
which father Lavaur, the luperior of the Jefuits, who knew all 
the fecrets of the town, prevailed on him to defer it, promifing to 
produce a fufficiency for fitteen days more, but gave no expeflation 
of further fupply ; but the French agents with Vizvazypunt fent 
hopes of fucceeding in their negociation; and on the laft day of 
the year intelligence ivas received in the Eiigliffi camp, and foine- 
what credited, that a large body of Morattoes, with all the French 
horfe, were arrived from Cudapanatam at Trinomalee, and were 
going to Thiagar, from whence they intended, at all events, to 
pulh with provifions to Pondicherry. 

The rains had ceafed for fome days, and the weather was re- 
flored to its ufual- temperance ; the Iky bright, although the winds 
fometimes ftrong, which always, at this feafon, blow from the north, 
and near the coaft in the day from the fea, and at night from the 
land : but on the 30th of December, although the weather con- 
tinued fair, a large fwell came from the s. e. and the furf beat fb 
hollow and heavy, that no boats could pafs; which encreafed in the 
night. The next morning the wind frelhened, and the Iky was 
clofe and dulky, but without that wild irregularity which prognoffi- 
cates a ftorm ; and this alpedl did not change till noon, nor the wind 
encreafe until eight at night. There were in the road eight fail of 
the line, two frigates, the fire-ffiip, and the fhip with ftores from 
Madrals, in all 12 fail. From eight o’clock the wind blew in fqualls, 
every one ftronger than the laft, until 10, when the Admiral’s fhip, 
Norfolk, cut her cable, and fired the . fignal for the other fhips to 

do 
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do fo too; but the fignal guns were not heard, and the fiups, 1761. 
in obedience to the difcipline of the navy, rode until their cables " 

parted with the ftrain, when they v/ith much difficulty got before 
the wind, none able to let more than a fingle fail, and none without 
Iplitting fe\ eral. Every minute increafed the ftorm until twelve, 
by \^ hich time the wind had veered from the n. w. u'hcre it beran, 
to the N. E.: when it fuddenly fell ftark calm with thick haze all 
round. In a few minutes the wind flew up from the fouth-eaft, and 
came at once in full flrength with much greater fury than it had 
blown from the other quarter. 

By the delay of not getting early under fail vvliilflthe florin was from 
the north, mofl of the fhips lofl the opportunity of gaining fuffici- 
ent fea-room before it came on from the fouth-eafl. The firfl gufl 
of this wind laid the Panther on her beams, and the lea breaking 
over her, Captain Affleck cut away the mizen; and this not anfwer- 
ing, the main-raafl likewife, which broke below the upper deck, 
tore it up, and continued fome time encumbering over the fide of 
the fhlp without going clear off into the fea, until the fhock of a 
wa’S'e fent it away. I'he fhip then righted, the reefed forefail flood, 
and brought, her back into fourteen fathom v^ater, when fhe dropped 
the fheet anchor; but not bringing up, which means turning to ride 
with her head to the anchor, they cut away the fore-mall, which 
carried away the bowfprit, when the fhip came round ; and thus 
rode out the florm. The America, Medway, and Falmouth, cutting 
away all their mails on the different neceflities with the fame pru- 
dence, rode it out likewife, after they had anchored again nearly in 
the fame foundings as the Panther. 

The Newcaflle, the Queenborough frigate, and the Proteilor 
fire-fhip, returning with the s. e. florm, miffook their found- 
ings, and drove towards the fhore, without knowing where they 
v/ere, or attempting to anchor. The roaring of the furf was 
not to be diflinguifhed in the general tumvilt of the elements; 
and the danger was not difeovered until it was too late, and the 
three fhips came afhore about two miles to the fouth. of Pondi- 
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1761. cherry; but only feven in all the crc.vs perilhed, who were knocked 
jMuaj7. o-i'erboard by the fhock of ftriking aground. 

The Duke of Aquitain, the Sunderland, and the Duke florefhip, 
unfortunately preferved all their maihr through tlie ftorms, 

until they were driven back to the neceility of anchoring; and in 
bringing up wdth them ftanding, all the three either broached to, 
or overfet, and went to the bottom. Eleven hundred Europeans 
periflied in thefe fliips; only feven, and feven lalcars, vrere faved out 
of the crews, v/ho were picked up the next day, floating on pieces 
of wreck. 

The difference of the element prevented the deflirudlion frotn be- 
ing equal at land; but the ravage in proportion was not lefs. All 
the tents and temporary calerns of the camp on the Red-hill, and 
its out-polls, were blown to-pieces. The arnmunition abroad for 
immediate fersdee \v 3 .s ruined. Nothing remained undamaged that 
was not under the ihclter of malbnry, either at the redoubts of the 
bound-hedge, in the buildings at Oulgarrey, or in the fort of Ville- 
nore, where the main flock of gun-powder was depofited. The fol- 
diers, unable to carry off' their muflccts, and refill the florm, had 
left them to the ground, and were driven to feek Ihelter for their 
own perfdns ^>^'here^beYer it was to be found. Many of the black 
a.ttendants of the camp, from the natural feeblenefs of their con- 
fl;itution,perilhcd by the inclemency of the hour. The fea had every 
where broken over the beach, and overflowed the country as far as 
the bound-hedge; and all the batteries and redoubts which the army 
had raifed were intirely ruined. But thefe detriments might be re- 
paired. The great anxiety remained for the other Ihips of the 
fquadron, whofe fortune was not yet known. 

The town of Pondicherry beheld the florm and its effe<fls 
as a deliverance fent from heaven. The flin rofe clear, and fliewed 
the havock Ij^read around. It was propofed by fbme to march 
out immediately, and attack the Englifli army; but this operation 
was impracticable; becaufe no artillery could move through the 
inundation, nor could the troops carry their own ammumtion dry; 
otherwife three hundred men, properly armed, would not, for 

three 
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three hours aftei- clay- light, have met with loo together in a con- 
dition to rcfifl: them. The AC'idi of every one then turned to expec- 
tation that tlie fliips from Madagafcar rnio-lit arriv'e in the intei-val 


before the Jvnglifir thins in die road wore rej>aired, or others joined 
them from the lea : but the excellence of the opportimiJo' did not 
alter Mr. Lally’s miruufl of the relburce ; and letters were imme- 
diately difpatched to the agents at Puliacate, Tranquebar, and Ne- 
gapatam, ordering them to fend away provifions with inftant expe- 
dition, at every rifque, on any kind of embarkation. 

The anxiety for the miffing Ihips continued until fun-let of the 
next dav, when the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’s flaa: was difeo- 
vered in the offing. The lliip, prepared at all points, before the 
Ibuth-eaft Horm arofe, feudeied before it with a ftay-fail, without 
iolins: a mail:, and without beincr obliged to anchor until the u'ind 
fell, u'hen in the morning they dilcovered Sadrafs. Tiie apprehen- 
fion of more bad weather made the Admiral put out again to fea; 
when lie met the Liverpool, entirely difmafted. This Ihip, having 
parted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained more 
fea-room than any of them ; but the fbuth-eaft ftorm had carried 
away all her malls ; foon after they vt'ere joined by the Grafton, 
who gave the welcome information that Ihe had left, on the 28th 
of December, the Lenox, Admiral Cornilh, with the York, and 
Weymouth, 30 leagues off the land: they were all returning to- 
gether from Trincomaly : the Grafton, after parting with them, met 
hard weather during the hours in which the ftorm was raging near 
the coaft. The Admiral, leaving her to take care of the Liver- 
pool, anchored in the road of Pondicherry the next morning, and 
they in the afternoon. The other three Ihips came in the next 
day. On the 7th came in the Salifbury, M'ith the prize la Compagnie 
des Indes, likewife from Trincomaly, and the Tyger from Madrals, 
wffiere the violence of the ftorm ha,d not reached. No more were' 
to be expebled ; for the Elizabeth and the Southfea-caftle, want- 
ing the dock, were failed for Bombay, with tlie two other prizes, 
the Hermione and Baleine. But by this time, the four dilmafted 
ffiips, although not quite refitted, were again in a condition to 
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aft on necefflty ; and thus in a week after the ftorm, which had 
raifed Inch hopes of deliverance in the garrifon of Pondicherry, they 
faw their road asfain blockaded bv eleven fail of the line, and althoucrii 
three of them were onlv of 5o.giins, all were manned above their 
complements by the addition of the crews which had been faved 
from the three ftranded ihips. Their boats continually cruizing^ 
intercepted, or drove away whatloever embarkations came towards 
the road with provifions; but feveral boats which were launched from 
the town in the three nights immediately after the ftorm, favoured 
by the wind, the Current, and the darknefs, efcaped to the fouth- 
ward. In one of them Mr. Lally fent away Rajahliiheb, the fou 
of Chundafaheb, who, ever fince the defeat of Vandiwalh, had re- 
fided with his family in Pondicherry; he landed at Negapatam, 
and from thence pafTed to Ceylon in the charader of an elephant- 
merchant. 

Every diligence was exerted to reftore the works and Nations of 
the army to the condition from which they had been dilmantled 
by the ftorm. Reports of the Morattoes continued, and the ad- 
vantages of the prefent opportunity increafed the apprehenfions of 
their attempts to throw'" provifions into the town. The bound-hedge 
and its redoubts remained as before a fufiicient defence as far as they 
extended; but the fouth fide of the blockade along the river of 
Ariancopang w'as laid open by the ruin of the twm batteries on the 
coco-nut and fand iflancl, and of the ftar redoubt on the i|)it of fand 
.over againft the bar; which could not be reftored in ten days; and 
the torrent of the river prevented the immediate tranfjjortof men and 
materials to fet about the work. Colonel Coote therefore deter- 
mined, as foon as the river fubfided, to furprize St. Thomas’s re- 
doubt, which, whilfl: it remained as at prefent without oppofition 
on the other fhore, would proteft the pafTage of what convoys the 
garrifon might exped; but if taken, would preclude their approach 
even more efBcacioufly than the pofts on this fide the blockade which 
the ftorm had ruined. The waters fell ftifficiently on the 5th, and 
the detachment intended for the attack, having preyioufly affembled 
at the Ariancopang redoubt, which flood above at the extremity of 
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the bound-hedge, and on the fame fide of the river, marched down 761. 
after it was dark under the bank, which was fteep and Ikirted by a 
fand. The redoubt flood at the opening, but on the farther fide, of a 
channel, which flrikes to the north from the main body of the river, 
and carries water into the ditches of the town. A French officer, with 
three troopers of his nation, who had taken fervice in the Englifh 
army, croffed firfl, whilfl Colonel Coote himfelf, with the refl of the 
detachment, halted on the nether fide of the channel. The officer 
was challenged, and anfwered that he came from the town with a. 
party, which Mr. Lally had feiit off in hafle, on intelligence that 
the Englifh intended to attack the redoubt this very night. He was 
believed, and admitted ; and Colonel Coote hearing no buftle or firing, 
immediately fent over the front of his party, who, as foon as their 
iiumbcrs were fufficient, declared themfelves, and theatened to put 
the whole guard to death, if a fingle man made the leaflnoife, or at- 
tempted to efcape. All obeyed, excepting one Caffrc, who flole away 
unperpeived. They confifled of a ferjeaiit, five gunners, five CafFres, 
and foine Sepoys. The chief engineer, Mr, Call, followed with the 
pioneer company of 50 Europeans, and 100 Lafcars, carrying ga- 
bions, fafciiies, and tools, with which they immediately let to work 
to dole and retrench the gorge; over which it was intended when 
neceffary to turn the guns againfl the town. At one in the morning 
blue lights appeared over the ramparts along the fouth front, as if the 
garrifon apprehended fbme attack on their w^alls. Soon after they began 
to fire fingle fhot upon the redoubt, which came with fuch good aim, 
that the party at work threw the guns out of their carriages on 
the ground, to preferve them. At two, every thing was quiet 
in the town, and the work forw'ard, when Colonel Coote went 
away to get refl at his .head quarters at Oulgarry, leaving a Lieu- 
tenant of artillery, with the 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys^ in 
the redoubt, which the officer was ordered to defend to the lafl 
extremity. The workmen had finifhed, and were withdrawn at 
four o’clock. At five, the redoubt was attacked by the four com- 
ptinies. of grenadiers from the ga,rrifon: they affaulted. on every 
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1761. fide at once, few fired, and all puflied with fixed bayonets through 
the ditch over the parapet. The refiftance was not equal either 
to the ftrength of the pofi-, for it was clofed on all fides; or to 
the number of the guard, which were, including the Sepoys, 1 70 
men. Some efcaped by jumping over the parapet; a few were 
killed, and the greatefi: part, with the officer, furrendered themielves 
prifoners. At noon, Mr. Lally fent back all who had been taken, 
to the Englifli camp, for want of provifiens to feed them ; but on 
condition, that they fliould not aft again. This difeovery of the 
difiirefs of the garrifon could only be required- or warranted by the 
utmofl; neceflity. However, Mr. Lally might fuppofe, that the pri- 
foners had not time to learn the w'orft of what the town was en- 
during, and that they could not tell fo much as deferters. 

On the failure of this attempt, a large portion of the workirig 
parties was allotted to complete the redoubt on the fpit of fand, 
which was to replace that which had been walked away. It was 
raifed for the advantage of higher ground, three hunded yards in 
the rdarof the former; its fcale fufficient to contain 400 men, and 
to mount 16 guns in different direftions. Equal attention was given 
to repair and complete the Hanover battery, where, from the lownefs 
of the fituation, much labour was requifite to clear the water, which 
had filled the trench that communicated with it from fome inclofiires 
in the rear. The only fire from the town was to interrupt the 
workmen here, but with little effeft. On the 7th, the Com- 
pany’s fliip Falmouth arrived from Madrafs, laden with battering 
cannon, ammunition, and ftores, to replace what had foundered 
in the Duke : and on the 9th another ffiip brought Mr. Pigot the 
governor, with Mr. Dupre, one of the council, and captain Robert 
Barker, who had been to Madrafs to fuperintend the embarkation of 
the-ftores and artillery, which Captain Hiflop and he were now to 
direft againfi: the town. 

At this time the Nabob received intelligence that his agents had 
concluded a negotiation with the Morattoe general Vizvazypunt. 
Allen, and the bifliop of HalicarnalTuSjhad added the offer of Thiagar 
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to Gingee, and the payment of 500,000 rupees for their affiftance, 
and proffered fubftantial fhroffs as fecurity ; how this wary tribe of 
money-changers were induced to this venture, when there was 
not fo much in Pondicherry, nor likely to come, remains un- 
accountable. Either Vizvazipunt himfelf muff have encouraged 
them to {land forth in appearance, that he might obtain the higheff 
terms from the Nabob; or fome fecret enemy of the Nabob, who was 
to gain advantage by the march of the Morattoes into the Carnatic, 
and the fupport of Pondicherry, muff have proved to the fliroffs the 
certainty of producing the money before the payment fliould fall 
upon their fecurity ; in this cafe we fee no one but Hyderally to 
conjedlure. The Nabob’s agents were fo perplexed by the fa6t, that 
they rofe by degrees from the fame fum of 500,000 rupees with 
which they had began, and concluded for two millions, of which 
one was to be paid in 20 days, and the other in nine months ; on 
which Vizvazipunt told the French' reprefentatives, that they had 
no aliiffance to expect from him; and Allen and the Bifliop 
went away with their troops, who were 200 Europeans mounted, 
and 100 on foot, to Hyderally in Bengalore, which is five days 
from Cudapanatam. The Nabob, on this important occafion, as 
indeed on all others ever fince he was convinced of the pro- 
bability of taking Pondicherry, enlarged himfelf with more de- 
, cifion and Ipirit, than he had ever exerted fince his government, 
and firft connexion with the Englilh nation ; and as the fmalleft 
und’ffembled exceffes of the mind tell more than the whole com- 
pofiire of political reafon, he never failed, to alk Colonel Coote 
every day, whether he was fure, and when, Pondicherry would 
furrender. Advices were at the lame time received from Captain 
Preflun, that he had attacked the pettah of Thiagar, which Hands 
on the plain, and after fome refiftance carried both the mud- walls ; 
on which the French troops who defended it ran to the rock, 
and faved themfelves in the fortifications above, which could only 
be affaulted by furprize, or reduced by famine or bombardment : he 
had already begun to throw Ihells from- two howitzers, and was wait- 
ing 
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1761. ing for mortars from Madrafs. Thefe advices removed any farther 
j'^a^ apjn-eheiifioris of fnccours getting into Pondicherry from the land. 

By the morning of the 10th, the Hanover battery was completed; 
bnt betbre it opined, Colonel Coote, with leveral officers, advanced 
from the V'illcnorc redoubt, to reconnoitre the baftions of the 
town. As they \veie ftanding about 800 yards from the walls, a 
flag appeared approaching. Colonel Coote fent forward his aid- 
de-camj} lieutenant Duefpe, (not the officer we have mentioned 
at Vandivaffi'i to receive hismeflage or letters. Two other officers 
accompanied Duefpe, and w’ent on in the avenue leading from 
the ^’’illenore redoubt to the glacis, until they were challenged by 
the centries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a fliot was 
fired from a fix-pounder on the Villenore gate, which miffed them, 
Irut unfortunately ffruck and killed Dueijje, as he was talking to 
the meffenger. Colonel Coote fent to demand fatisfadtion for the 
outrage, fuppofing it unprovoked. Mr. Lally confined the officers 
on duty at the gate, and the next day fent his aid-de-camp to explain 
the mifchance, for which he expreffed much concern. 

A few hours after Duefpe was killed, the Hanover battery 
opened with ten guns, fix were twenty-four, and four eighteen- 
pounders, and with three mortars, two of thirteen and one of tea 
inches. The fix guns on the left fired upon the weft face of the 
N. w. baffion, and of the counter-guard before it. The two next 
upon the next baffion on the left, which was fhiall, and mount- 
ed only three guns : it was called St. Jofeph. The tw'o other 
guns on the right battered the two proje<ffing towers ffanding 
on each fide of the Valdore gate, which had a good ravelin 
in front - between them. The mortars fired varioufly. The fire 
of the cannon ceafed in three hours, but the mortars continued 
at intervals throughout the day. The garrifon returned very fpa- 
ringlv. The next day, the iith, the battery, having been da- 
maged by its own ufe, fired lefs, and the town more, with the 
addition of fhells from two mortars in the Valdore ravelin, which 
feveral times fell in and near the Hanover battery which never- 
thelefs opened again the next morning quite repaired, and with 
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great vivacity ; but the enemy neither in this nor the preceding 
night had given any repair to the N. \v. baftion, and its counter- 
guard ; which, in coufequence of this negled, had very little fire 
to return, nor did much come from the baftion of St. Jofeph, or the 
works of the Valdore gate. Many deferters came over in thefe two 
nights, and their accounts agreed of the difmal diftrefs of the gar- 
rifon. The Englilh army, on the contrary, received the confirma- 
tion of a report, that more forces from England (fent by the fame 
Ijiirit as the others) were arrived at Anjengo, on the coaft of Mala- 
bar. Six hundred men, the remainder of the Highland regiment, 
had embarked in the month of May in five of the company’s fliips 
and two men of war of the line. Three of the company’s and one 
of the men of war arrived at Anjengo on the 1 5th of December, 
and the others were daily expected there. 

The redoubt on the ij)it of land to the fouth was completed by 
the night of the 1 2th, and the workmen and tools I'ecalled, to ferve at 
the opening of the trenches, for which all the materials were by this 
time collefted. The Hanover battery fired little through the 1 3tb, 
and received only a few Ihells, In the beginning of the night, all 
appointed for the trenches were aifembled at the bleaching town. 
They were 700 Europeans draughted from the rank and file, 400 
lafears, the pioneer company of 70 Europeans, and 200 coolies : 
there were likewife 400 oxen, unth their drivers, one to three. 
The ground was opened, under cover, Juft wdthin the fkirt of the 
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. After three Ihort 
returns, the trench was brought to the outfide of the houles, 
and from hence puflied on obliquely in one ftraight line, until 
it pafled crofs the high road leading from the Madrafs gate, on the 
other fide of which road, the intended battery was to be eredled. 
This oblique trench was 480 yards long, and from its tennination 
was continued another of 280 yards, parallel to the defences of 
the town. Two fliort trenches continued, one from each end 
of this parallel, and fell in with the two ends of the intended 
battery, which was to be coriftiTidled 40 yards in front ; and the 
parallel in the rear was to be the ftation of tlie main, guard for 
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1761. the flipport of the battery, if attacked. All this work, compre- 
heading 800 yards, fheltered on the left by gabions, fafcines, and 
fand-bags, was executed by the European ibkliery, divided into com- 
panies, all working at the fame time according to the trace, on the 
different ground allotted to each divifion ; wliilfl the 400 lafears, 
and the 200 coolies, were employed in bringing the materials, not 
only to them, but to the battery, where the pioneers were at 
work, as requiring more knowledge and exaftnefs ; who before the 
morning had finilhed fix embrafures in the battery ; to which, 
likewife, the oxen had brought the cannon from the artillery -park, 
which had been formed near the fea-fhore, juft without the bound- 
hedge. It was fcai cely poftible for the fame number of hands to 
have done more u ork in the fame time. Colonel Coote, and the 
principal officers, paffed the night in the trenches, and were accom- 
panied by Mr. Pigot and Mr. Dupre. The town, to their great 
lurprize, although blue lights often appeared on the walls, did not 
fire a fingle fhot to interrupt the work. Care had been taken to 
leflen the ufual noife, by not driving the picquets of the gabions 
into the earth with the entrenching tools ; neverthelefs, fo many 
perfons continually bufy, the found of the carriages and oxen, and 
the call of their drivers could fcarcely remain unheard ; as the 
battery was within 450 yards of the avails. Juft before day-light 
all the workmen were withdrawn, and 100 Europeans, with 300 
Sepoys, were pofted in the parallel, and another party of the fame 
number in the cover of the village at the tail of the trenches, in 
order to fiipport the foremoft guard. The embrafures that were 
finifhed were left mafked ; becaufe there had not been time to lay 
down the platforms for the guns. Neverthelefs, it was expefted, 
that the garrifon would fire hotly the enfuing day, were it only to 
damage the parapet of the battery. 

They were doubtlefs aftomfhed at the work they faw done; but 
only fired now and then, and only fingle fhot at a time; obfeiw- 
ing which, the chief engineer fent carpenters, who laid down the 
platforms, without receiving any hurt. The Hanover battery fired 
throughout the day, with all its artillery and redoubled vivacity, 
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which before night filenced all the guns againft which it opened; 1761. 
on the N. w. baftion and its counter-guard, on St. Jofeph’s, on the 
two demi-baftions, and on the ravelin of the Valdore gate. 

At night the pioneers, with 300 Lalcars, went to work again at 
the royal battery ; and the town, having well marked the aim, kept 
up a fmart fire of fhot, grape, and mulketry, which killed or 
dangeroufly wounded twelve men in the battery. Several lliowers 
of rain fell in the night, which gave apprehenfion that the enem}' 
would fally; but they refrained, and before dav-light the battery 
was completed. It was called the royal, and contained i t twenty - 
four pounders, and on the left three heavy mortars. It opened 
early in the morning, and, feconded by the crofs and enfilading fire 
of the Hanover battery with lo guns, foon filenced all the defences 
which bore upon it ; excepting a gun or two on the bafirion next 
the beach. Inadivity joined ueceffity in this unaccountable aban- 
don of defence ; which -was fo great, that, what rarely happens un- 
til all commanding works are entirely demolifhed, men were fet, 
and continued at work throughout the day, along the whole line of 
the trenches, fixing more fecurely the gabions, ramming down the 
earth, and fmoothing the tops of the parapet, that the troops, if 
{allied upon in the enfuing night, might fire over them with cer- 
tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to begin, as foon as it 
was dark, another battery of fix guns, 300 yards nearer to the 
beach, and 150 nearer the walls: it was intended to deflroy the 
flanks of the feveral baflions, which the royal battery could only 
take in reverie. 

As the fill! was letting. Colonel Coote coming, as was his cuftom, 
to fiipervife the batteries, faw a flag advancing in the Villenore 
avenue ; who, being challenged, announced the approach of a de- 
putation. They came on foot, the town having neither horles or 
palankin bearers to carry them, and Colonel Coote received them at 
his head-quarters at Oulgarry. The deputies were Colonel Durre, 
commandant of the king’s artillery, father Lavaur, fuperior of the 
Jefuits, Moracin and Courtin, members of the council, with Tbbin 
ferving as interpreter. 
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1761, Colonel Durre delivered a memorial figned by Mr. Lally of the 
following purport : “ That the Englilh had taken Chandernagore 
“ againft the faith of the treaties of neutrality which had always 
“ lubfiftcd between the European nations in Bengal, and elpecially 
“ between the Englilh and French ; raid this at a time, vvhcii that 
“ fettlement had juft rendered the Englifli the moft fignal fervices, 
“ as w'ell by refufing to join the Nabob Surajah Dowlah in the 
“ attack of Calcutta, as by receiving and fuccouring the inhabi- 
“ tants of this colony, after their defeat and difperfion ; by which 
“ protedlion they were enabled to remain in the province, and by 
“ this continuance to recover their fettlements ; as Mr. Pigot had 
“ acknowledged in a letter to the government of Pondicherry.—” 
That “ the government of Madrals had refufed to fulfil the con- 
“ ditions of a cartel concluded between the two crowns, although 
“ Mr. Pigot had at firft accepted the cartel, and commiffioners had 
“ been appointed on both fides to meet at Sadrafs, in order to fettle 
“ amicably whatlbever difficulties might occur in the execution.” — 
“ This condufl of the Englifti (Mr. Lally goes on) puts it out of 
V his power, as refponfible to the court of France, to propofe any 
capitulation for the city of Pondicherry.” — “ The troops of the 
“ king and company furrender themfelves, for want of provi- 
“ fions, prilbners of war to his Britannic Majefty, conformably 
“ to the terras of the cartel, which Mr. Lally claims for the 
“ civil inhabitants and citizens, and for the exercifo of the Ro- 
man religion, the religious' houfes, hofpitals, chaplains, furgeons, 
“ domefticks, &c. referring to the two courts to decide a propor- 
“ tional reparation for the violations of treaties fo folemnly efta- 
“ blilhed.” — “ In conlequence, Mr. Coote may to-morrow morn- 
** ing at eight o’clock take poffeffion of the Villenore gate, and on 
“ the fame hour the next day, of the gates of the citadel (Fort Louis); 
“ and as he has the force in his own hands, he may diftate fuch far- 
“ ther difpofitions as he may think proper.” — “ From a principle of 
“ juitice and humanity alone I demand (thefe are Mr. Lally’s words) 
“ that the mother and fitters of Rajahfaheb be permitted to leek an 
afylum wherefoever they fhall think proper^ or that they re- 
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“main prifoners with the Englifh, and be not delivered into the 1761. 
“ hands of Mahomed Ally Cawn, ftill tinged with the blood of the 
“ father and hulband, which he flied, to the lhame indeed of thofe 
“ who delivered up Chundafaheb to him, but to the lhame likewife 
“ of the commander of the Englilh ai-my, who ought not to have fuf- 
“ fered fuch a barbarity to have been committed in his camp.” — • 

“ Being himfelf confined by the cartel in the declaration which he 
“ is now making to Mr. Coote, Mr. Lally confents that the mem- 
“ bers of the council of Pondicherry make their own reprefen tations, 

“ on what may more immediately concern their particular interefts, 

“ and thofe of the colony.” 

Father Lavaur and the other deputies prefented another memo- 
rial, from the governor and council of Pondicherry. “ That no 
“ hurt fliould be done to the inhabitants ; their houfes be preferved, 

“ their efFedls and mercantile goods left to their own dif[3oiaI : that 
“ all who chofe might remain- in their habitations, and were to be 
“ confidered as Britilh fubjedls, and enjoy their .former pofiTefiions 
“ and advantages. In their fa^•our the Roman Catholic religion 
“ was to be maintained ; the churches, the houfes of the ecclefiaf- 
“ tics, and the religious orders, whether within or without the city, 

“ to be preferved with every thing belonging to them ; the mif- 

fionaries free to go and come, and receive under the Englifh flag 
“ the fiime protedlion as they had under the French.” “ No build- 
“ ings or edifices, and no part of the fortifications, ^y»re to be de- 
“ molifhed, until the decifion of the relpedhve fovereigns.” — “ The 
“ records in the regifler-office, on which the fortunes of indivi- 
“ duals depend, were to remain under the care of the prefent dc- 
“ pofitaries, and be fent to France, at their difcretion.” — “ Not 
. “ only the inhabitants who were French, but of whatlbever other 
“ nation eftablifibed at Pondicherry for their commerce, were to 
“ participate of thefe conditions.” — “ The natives of Bourbon and 
“ Mauritius, in number 41, having ferved only as volunteers, to 
“ return home by the firfl: opportunity.” — “ Safeguards were to 
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“ be furnifhed to prevent difbrders.” “ And all thefc conditions 
“ were to be executed with good faith.” 

Colonel Coote, in an{%ver to Mr. Tally’s memorial, fa id, that 
“ the particulars of the capture of Chandernagore were before 
“ his Britannic Majefty, which precluded any difcuflion on this 
“ fubjedt, neither had it any relation to the furrender of Pondi- 
“ cherry.” “ That the diljjute concerning the cartel remaining 
“ undecided, precluded his confent that the troops in Pondicherry 
“ fhould be deemed prifbners on the terms of that cartel ; but 
“ that they muft furrender prifoners of war, to be treated at his 
“ difcretion, which fhould not be deficient in humanity.” “ That 
“ the gates of the town and citadel fliould be taken polfefiion 
“ of by the Englhh troops at the hours propofed by Mr. Lally.” 
“ That the mother and fifters of Rajahfaheb fhould be efcorted 
“ to Madrafs, where proper care fhould be taken for their fafety, 
“ and that they fhould not on any account be delivered into the 
“ hands of the Nabob Mahomedally.” To the other deputies 
Colonel Coote only faid, that their propofitions were anfwered 
in his anfwer to Mr. Lally : they returned into the to^^’n at mid- 
night. 

The next morning, it was the i 6 th of January, the grenadiers of 
Coote’s regiment marched from the camp, and took pofTeffion of the 
Villenore gate. Colonel Coote dined with Mr. Lally ; who, appre- 
henfive of tumult or diforders, confented that the citadel fhould be 
delivered up in the evening, that the foldiers might be put under con- 
finement before night. Accordingly more troops marched in from 
the camp ; and in the afternoon the garrifon drew up under arms on 
the parade before the citadel, and the Englifh troops facing them ; 
Colonel Coote then reviewed the line, which, exclufive of commif- 
fioned officers, invalids, and others who had hid themfelves, amount- 
ed to 1 100, all wearing the face of famine, fatigue, or difeafe. The 
grenadiers of Lorrain and Lally, once the ablefl: bodied men in the 
army, appeared the moft impaired, having conflantly put themfelves 
forward to every fervice ; and it was recollefted, that from their firfl: 

landing. 






landing, throughout all the lervices of the held, and all the diftreffes 
of the blockade, not a man of them had ever deferted to the Eno-lifli 

' O 

colours. The viftor foldier gave his figh (which none but banditti 
could refufe) to this folemn contemplation of the fate of war, which 
might have been his own. The French troops, after they were 
reviewed, marched into the citadel, where they clepofited their arms 
in heaps, and were then conduced to their prifons. 

The next morning the Englifli flag was hoifled in the town, and 
its difplay was received by the falute of a thoufand pieces of cannon, 
-from every gun of every Ihip in the road, in all the Englilh pofts and 
batteries, the field-artillery of the line, and on the ramparts and de- 
fences of Pondicherry. 

The fiirrender was inevitable, for at the fcanty rate of the 
wretched provifions, to which the garriioii had for Ibme time 
been reduced, there did not remain lufflcient to fiipply them two 
davs more. Neverthelefs the deteflation againfl: Mr. Lally, if 
poiflible, increafed, as the foie author of the calamity, and, no longer 
retrained by' his authority, broke out in the moft vindiftive expref- 
fions of menace and reproach. The third day after the furrender was 
appointed for his departure to Madrals. In the forenoon of this 
day a troop of officers, moflly of the French company’s battalion, 
went up the fteps of the government ;houfe, towards his apart- 
ments, where they v/ere met by his aid de camp, whom they in- 
fulted ; and w^ere dilperled by the guard, wdiic-h came up on the 
quarrel. This troop then alfembled and waited below at the gate of 
the citadel until one o’clock. Mr. Lally did not move until the clofe 
of the day ; his efcort was 1 5 Eng;liffi huflars, and four troopers of 
his own guard ; he came out in'his’ palankin, and at the gate were 
o-athered a hundred perlbns, moftly officers, with them the coun- 
fellors Moracin and Courtin. .As iboh as Mr. Lally appeared, a hue 
was let up by the whole aflembly, hilfes, pointing, threats, and 
every abufive name ; but the elcort prevented violence. Mr. Dubois, 
the king’s commiffary, who was to proceed with Mr. Lally, came 
out of the fort an hour after, but on foot ; the lame aflembly had 
continued on the parade, and Ihowered the lame abufes. Dubois 
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1761. ftopt, and faid he would anfwer any one. One Defer ftept out, they 
thew, and the fecond pafs laid Dubois dead, who was 60 years of 
age, fhort-fighted, and always wore fpeftacles. No one would aflifl 
his fervants to remove and bury the corpfe; and his death, vio- 
lent and iniquitous as it was, was treated as a meritorous a6t : his 
papers were immediately taken |)offeffion of by the regifter. It was 
known, that he had, ever fince his arrival at Pondicherry, compofed 
protefls on the part of the king againft all the diforders and irregu- 
larities which came to his knowledge in any of the departments of 
the government, and the coUedtion U'as very voluminous ; but none 
of his papers have ever appeared. 

The total number of the European military taken in the town, 
including fervices attached to the troops, was 2072 ; the civil inha- 
bitants were 381 ; the artillery fitforfervice were 500 pieces of can- 
non, and too mortars and howdts. The ammunition, arms, weapons, 
and military ftores, were in equal abundance. 

On the 4th day after the lurrencler, Mr. Pigot demanded of Co- 
lonel Coote, that Pondicherry fliould be delivered over to the Pre- 
liclency of Madrafs, as having become the property -of the Englifh Eaft 
India Company. A council of war, compofed of the two admirals, 
and four pofl:- captains of the ftjuadron. Colonel Coote and three 
Majors of the king’s troops, aflembled to deliberate on this de- 
mand ; and required the authority on which it was made. Mr. Pigot 
infifted on the king’s patent, dated the 14th of January 1758, which 
regulates the Company’s fhare and title to captures. The council 
of war deemed the patent incompetent to the pretenfion. Mr. Pigot, 
as the fhorteft way, declared, that if Pondicherry were not delivered, 
the Prefidency of Madrafs would not furnilh money. either for the 
lubfiftence of the king's troops, or the French prifoners. This con- 
clufion barred all farther argument, for neither the Admiral, nor 
the com.mander of the king’s troops, were authorized to draw 
bills on the government in England for fuch a contingency. The 
council of war, therefore, lubmitted to the requifition, but protefted 
againft the inflilt it conveyed againft the King’s- prerogative, and 
..•declared the Prefidency relponfible for the coniequences. 

ring 
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During this difcuffion, Colonel Coote detached eight companies 
of Sepoys, under the command of Captain Stephen Smith, to inveft 
the forts of Gingee; and a convoy of military ftores were fent from 
the camp to Major PreAon, who was continuing the blockade of 
Thiagar. 

The Nabob requefted and cxpedled that the army, after the ncccf- 
fary repofe, would accompany him againft fuch chiefs and feudatoi ies, 
whom he wiihed or had pretenfions to call, to account, either for coii'^ 
tempts of his authority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld. He 
had not forgiven the rebellion of his half-brother Nazeabulla of 
Nelore. His indignation had never ceafed againft Mortizally, the 
Kellidar of Velore, who, as well as the three greater Poly gars to 
the north, and of Arielore, and Woriorepollam to the fouth, were 
■fulpedled of hidden treahires ; ftill more the greater and lefler Mora- 
vars; and the king of Tanjore, wealthier than all, fcarccly con-*- 
lidered the Nabob as his fuperior. 

But the Prefidency had other attentions to regard ; their treafury 
and credit was exhaufted in the redu6lion of Pondicherry; the care 
of 2500 French prifoners required ftrong guards and nO little ex- 
pence. Bengal was engaged in hollilities, wanted troojis, and could 
fend no money. Bombay had extended its military concerns by the 
acquifition of the caftle of Surat in the beginning of the year 1759, 
which had induced the neceffity of other important attentions in that 
part of the continent ; and they were at this time earneftly requeft- 
ing the return of all the troops they had fent to Coromandel. The 
faftory at Tellichery likewife advifed, that they intended to flop the 
troops which were juft arrived and expefled in the fhips from Eng- 
land, and waited only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to 
attack the French fettlement at Mahe,in which fervice theyrequefted 
what affiftance could be Ipared from Coromandel. It was ftill un- 
certain what was become of the French fquadron; the Englifh 
Iquadron wanted their marines, and were enjoined a fecret fervice 
from England, in which Madrafs was to affift. Theft views and 
confiderations appeared to the Prefidency of more immediate impor- 
tance than the indulgence of the triumphal notions which fwelled 
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1761. the mind of the Nabob, whofe joy at the redii6llon of Pondicherry, 

aiienal which had forged all the anxieties of his life, 
was immediately imbittered by this interruption to the future con- 
qucfts he had fo near at heart : and, unwilling to continue in the 
Carnatic without the entire predominance of his authority, he retired 
as it were in difgufl: with vidory to Tritchinopoly, where he arrived 
on the 1 5th of February. 

February, Four hundred of the French prifoners were fent to Madrafs, and 
the Highlanders, fix companies, with Ibme artillery-men, and four 
companies . of Sepoys, maiched thither to reinforce the garrilbn; 200 
^vere fent to Tritchinopoly under the efcort of 100 Europeans,, and 
Ibme Sepoys. 'Fhe reft of the prifoners remained in the dungeons 
of Pondicherry, until they could be otherwife difpofed of; and 300 
Europeans, including the pioneer company, and 50 artillery-men, 
with the troop of European horfe, and four companies of Sepoys, 
u’ere appointed to garrilbn the town. The troops froip Bombay, 
being 120 of the king’s artillery^ and 1 90 common infantry, belong- 
ing to that Prefidency, embarked in two fliips to return thither; the. 
marines were reftored to the Iquadron ; the reft of the army w'cnt 
into cantonments at Cuddalore, 

The court of PTance had inftrufled JMr. Tally to cleftroy the ma- 
ritime pofleffions of the Engliflr nation in India, which might fall 
to their arms. Thele inftrudtions had been intercepted; and, in con- 
fequence of them, the court of Direbtors. of the Englilh Eaft-India 
Cornpany had ordered their Prefidencies to retaliate the fame 
mealure on the French fettlements, whenever in their power. Ac- 
cordingly Mr. Pigot, wdth the approbation of the council of Madrafs,. 
relblved to deraolilh the fortifications of Pondicherry ; and as Mr. 
Stevens fignified his intention to repair forthwith to Bombay, in 
order to refit his fquadron, the demolition was commenced without 
delay, left a French armament Ihould arrive during their abfe.nce, 
and recover the town,whilft the fortifications remained in a condition 
to afford any advantage in maintaining it. 

Mr. Stevens failed on the 23d of February, witball the. fhips, eleven- 
of the line, and two frigates. They took away 460 of the prifoners. 

in 
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ill Pondicherry, all of the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, to be 
confined at Bombay, or fcnt to Eurojie as opiiortunities Ihould offer. 
As Mr. Stevens intended tp aid, if nccefPary, in the attack of Mahe, 
the Prefidcncv fent 50 of the company’s artillery, and three of their 
engineers in the fqnadron. 

Malle is lituated four miles to the fbuth of Tellicherry. I'hcfort 
and town fland not far from the beach of the fea, along the fouth 
fide of a river, which admits fmall vefTels. Sei eral hills fife near 
the town, and on the two neareft on the fame fide of the river are 
built two fmall forts, and a much larger, called St. George, on a hill 
on the other fide. The fettleraent prefides over all belonging to the 
French company on this fide of the peninfula, excepting their fadlory 
at Surat. Thefe dependencies are five forts to the north of Telli- 
cherry, and a factory houfe at Calicut. 

The five fhips from England had landed the troops at Tellicherry 
by the 5 th of January; but from the length of the paflage to and 
fro, the permilfion from Bombay to attack Mahe did not arrive 
before the beginning of February; and wdth it the Prefidency fent 
one of their cruizers, and a bomb-ketch to aflift; as none of the fliips 
had been detained. The delay had given Mr. Louet, the governor 
of Mahe, time to make treaties for affiftauce withfeveral of the neigh- 
bouring chiefs of the country, with whom the fettlement had long- 
been in commerce ; and they promifed and Iwore to afiifi: efficacioufly 
as againft a common enemy. The aid was much w^anted, for the Eu- 
ropean military, on whom the ftrels of the defence was to reft, did 
not exceed 100, and even they, from the general necelfity of the 
French company’s affairs, had not received their pay for feyeral 
months, and miffed no opportunity of deferting. The black troops 
belonging to the company, were a thoufand. 

The troops at Tellicherry marched out and encamped on the 8 th 
of February on the limits of Mahe. Their numbers, for the garrifon 
took the field, amounted to 900 Europeans, and 700 natives; they 
were commanded by major Heftor Monro, who determined to direSt 
his firft attack againft Fort St. George, on the hither fide of the 
river. 
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1761. through the intervals of fomc houfes, which adjoined to it and brought 
^ru^. them oppofite to the middle of that part of the wall of the valley 
which extends between the royal battery and the Englilh mountain. 
They croffed the ditch, placed their ladders, and got over the wall un- 
challenged ; the object was now to get poffeffion of the gate on the 
other fide of the royal battery ; but the rocks on w'hich it flood ex- 
tended backwards to the firft houfes of the town, and it was necel- 
fary to go through the firfl flreet leading acrofs, in order to pafs be- 
yond the rear of the rocks and gain an avenue of trees, which led 
down to the gateway: they proceeded even quite througbi,the flreet 
unperceived ; but, as they tvere coming down the avenue, were chal- 
lenged and difeovered by the guard of the gateway, who fired; 
which alarmed the other flations in the town, but with fo much 
confufion, that Captain Smith gave no attention to it, but haflened 
to the gateway, from which he difperfed the guard at the pufli of 
bayonet, and opening the gate let in the other divifion of 400 Sepoys, 
who were halting not far off in the nearefl fhelter, and with them 
took pofTeffion of the royal battery. It was now three in the morn- 
ing, and Smith waited for day light to drive the enemy out of 
the town, who retired before; fome to St. Geqpge’s, others to 
the Englifh mountain, but mofl of them into the enclofure next 
the town tov/ards the great mountain, where they continued firing 
from the adjacent rampart throughout the next day upon the guards 
which were advanced and flationed in the houfes of the town 
and cannon from all the hills continually plunged down, wherefoever 
they faw or fufpefled any of the Englifh troops ; but with little effedl. 
In the enfuing night the enemy’s troops, who had retired to the fecond 
encloflire, left it, and retreated to the higher defences of the great 
mountain. 

On intelligence of this fuccefs 1000 more Sepoys were fent to 
Smith, who as the town was very unhealthy, continued more than 
one half of his force in the encampment on the plain. The defertion 
continued, and amongfl them came a very experienced Jemautdar 
of the Sepoys, who proffered to lead a party by a path he knew to 
furprize the forts on St. George’s mountain: he was trufted, and 
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the next- night 200 Sepoys marched under his guidance. We 1761. 
are not apprized of their track, but {iippole they proceeded from the 
Camp and went up on the outfide of the mountain to the fputh, to the 
enclofure of the outward rock which is 80 feet higher than thofe be- 

O 

ueath. They fixed their ladders, and got over the wall before they 
were difcovered, and feized 8 Europeans, but the reft of the guard 
efcaped to the enclofures below ; where all continued very alert until 
day-light, when an officer came down to capitulate, and demanded- 
very liberal terms ; but captain Smith knowing that they were at any 
time in his power, by fending more men up to the rock above them^ 
refufed to accept the fiirrender, excepting at difcretion; to which 
tliey confented. They were 42 Europeans, of whom fix were 
officers, and 70 Sepoys. A large ftock of provifions Avas found 
in the forts of this mountain, by which it was concluded, that thofe. 
in the two others were equally as well provided ^ and no enquiry gave 
hopes that either of thefe fortrelTes could be taken by furprize, and 
ftill lefs by open attack. It therefore remained to try if time might 
j)roduce the fuccefs which was not to- be expefted either from force 
or fortune. 

The fame day that the mountain of St. George furrendered to captain. 

Smith, the important fortrefs of Thiagar capitulated to Major Prefton,. 
after a blockade and bombardment of 65 days, during which, aboA'o 
40 Europeans had deferted to him from the rock, 20 had been 
killed or died, 25 lay Avounded in the hofjfital, and 1J4 rank and 
file, AAuth tvveh'e' officers,. Avere in a condition to march, fo that the 
A vdiole number of Europeans which had been fhut up AA^ere upAvards of 
200, Avith 300 Sepoys, and 100 Coffrees; they had proAufions for 
two months longer; and the water, which gave the principal value to- 
* the fort, continued as ufual in plenty, and of a good quality, 
Neverthelefs, the commanding officer only ftipulated that the gar- 
rifon fhould receive the fame treatment as the troops taken in Pon- 
dicherry ; according to which the officers were to be fent to Europe 
upon parole, not to ferve again during the prefent war, and the. 
Europeans of rank and file were to be treated at difcretion ; and they 
were fent to be confined Avith thofe already in the prifons of 

Tritchi- 



The War of Malabar. Book XIII, 

Trltc’ninopoly; but the Sepoys and CofFrees being excellent were 
taken into the Company’s lei-vice. 

In the mean time, the detachment from Tellicherry was profe- 
cuting the reduftion of the dependencies of Mahe. The hrft is 
'called Fort Delhi, (ituated on the ftnmd of a promontory called 
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head-land ten miles to the 
north of Tellicherry ; four miles further on is the mouth of the ri- 
ver of Neliferum, which, defending from the mountains to the eaft, 
turns fhort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach 
of the fea, from which it is no where a mile afunder ; a mile and a 
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of another, 
ftands Ramatilly, which is a fmall fort; on the fame, fide, five miles 
beyond, is the fort of Mattalavy, \\ hich ftands ftrong on a rocky 
eminence ; feven miles farther, on the n. fide of the mouth of ano- 
ther river, is the fort of Neliferum, which is much larger ; and fix 
miles up this river, to ,the eaft, and on its left fliore, ftands the 
fifth fort, which is fmalf, and called Veramaly. Fort. Delhi, Neli- 
lerum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops, but the 
government of Mahe had delivered up the other two in pledge for 
debt to two chiefs of the oountry, who were determined not to 
part with them until compenfated ; and as they equally command- 
ed the rivers, which were the channels of traffick, the other three 
would be of no fervice, if the two continued in hoftility. Delhi 
and Ramatilly furrendered on the firft fummons, but at Mattalavy 
W'ere aflembled a large body of Naires, whofe bravery is always def- 
perate. The two fhips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back 
the Bombay troops, were at this time working up the coaft of Ma- 
labar, and hadpafled beyond the river of Neliferum; and Major Mon- 
ro, finding more refiftance than he expefted in his expedition, fent 
after them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and two 
batteries were eredled againft Mattalavy : but the fettlement of 
Tellicherry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two 
chiefs who were in poffeflion of Matalavy and Veramally, who 
confented to furrender them on condition of receiving an annual 
fine, which for both amounted to 3000 rupees. As loon as thefe 
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forts were delivered, the French garrifon at Neliferum, which did not 
exceed 20 Europeans, fubmitted without refinance. 

On the 5 th of April, Captain Stephen Smith received a propofal 
from Captain Maegregor, who commanded in the great mountain of 
Gingee, that he would capitulate, if his garrifon were allowed the 
honours of war, the rank and file to be fent to Europe by the firft 
opportunity as prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per- 
mitted to retire, with their arms, baggage and effefts, to any of the 
neutral fettlements on the coaft, where they were to be fubfifted ac- 
cording to their ranks at the expence of the Englifh company, who 
were likewife to defray their paffage to Europe. Three hundred of 
the Engliffi Sepoys had already died in the towm, and in the mountain 
of St. George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has al- 
ways been deemed the mod: unhealthy in the Carnatic, infomuch that 
the French, \\ho never until lately kept more than 100 Europeans 
here, liad loft 1 200 in the ten years during which it had been in their 
poireffioa. Captain Smith, therefore, very readily accepted the terms, 
and in the afternoon the garrifons marched out of the two mountains. 
They were 12 officers, and 100 rank and file, Europeans, Coffrees, 
and.Topafles, and 40 Lafears for the artillery, which were 30 pieces 
of cannon and fbme mortars. A paftport and fafeguard was allowed 
to a Moor of diftinftion, who had long refided in the great mountain. 

This day terminated the long contefted hoftilities bet^veen the two 
rival European powers in Coromandel, and left not a iingle enfign 
of the French nation avowed by the authority of its government in 
any part of India ; for the troops which had gone away to Mylbre, 
were hereafter to be regarded as a band of military adventurers feek- 
ing fortune and fubfiftence. In Bengal they had not a fingle agent 
or reprefentative, and their faftories at Surat and Calicut were mere 
trading houfes on fufferance. Thus after a war of 1 5 years, which 
commenced with the expedition of Delabourdonnais againft Madrafs 
in 1 746, and had continued from that time with fcarcely the inter- 
miffion of one year, was retaliated the lame meafiire of extirpation, 
which had been intended, and invariably purfued, by the French 
councils againft the Englilh commerce and power: for fuch,as is 
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1761. avowed in the French memoirs on the events we have related, was 

'*Api^ the obje6i: of Delabourdonnais’ expedition, of the whole government 
and annbition of Duplcix, and of the great armament of naval and 
land forces, which accompanied Mr. Lally to India, who conftantly 
declared, that he had bnt one point, which was, not to leave an 
Englilhmanin the peninfula. To retard as much as poflible the 
facility of their re-eftablilhment in Coromandel, if reftorations flrould 
be’ made at the conclulion of a general peace, Mr. Pigot laid a repre- 
lentation before the council of Madrafs, which determined them to 
deftroy all the interior buildings, as well as the fortifications of Pon- 
dicherry, of which the demolition was by this time nearly completed : 
and in a few months more, not a roof was left handing in this once 
fair and flourifhiiig city. 

For tw'o years before, the fortune of France had been declining' in 
ever)’ other part of the world ; they had loh their fettlements on the 
. coah of Africa, half their Weft India iflands, the whole region of 
Canada; their naval force was utterly ruined, and their armies were 
ftruggling under defeats in Germany. The lofs of India, as a laft 
hope, excited the public indignation more than any of the former 
difiifters, which was fo far from producing any r^onciliation amongft 
the amenable, that it only ftiarpened their vengeance againft each 
other. Mr. Lally, on his arrival, fonnally accufed Mr. De Leyrit, 
Mr. Bufly, Mr.. Moracin and' Courtin, of having wdl fully confpired 
the ruin of the French afhiirs from their averfion to himfelf, as ap- 
pointed by the King to inveftigate and corredl the abufes of the go- 
vernment of Pondicherry. Of 200 perlbns ndio were either arrived 
or returning from hence, not more than 20 were in habits or con- 
nexions with Mr. Lally ; all the others, revolted by the exceffes of 
his temper, or the feverity of his authority, bore him either fecret 
grudge, or avowed hatred ; all thefe became voluntary partizans with 
Mr. De Leyrit and the council, whole refolutions were conduXed at 
Paris, as they had been at Pondicherry, by the Jefiiit Lavaur. Their 
firft ftep in public was to prefent a manifeft to the comptroller-ge- 
neral, in exculpation of themfelves, and accufing Mr. Lally of mif^ 
conduX under nine different heads, which, as they faid, pren’ed more 

than 
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than incapacity; and in Auguft 1762, they petitioned the King to 1761. 
vindicate themfelves juridically from the accufations of Mr, Lally; '"Aprin^ 
whofome months after was confined in the Baftile. In June 1763, 
father Lavaur died ; this Jefliit had compofed in India two me- 
moirs, the one a juftification and panegyrick, the other a defama- 
tory impeachment of every part of Mr. Lally’s conduft. Argu- 
ments taken from this piece were occafionally flipplied to pio- 
pagate the public antipathy, but it had never been authentically 
publilhcd. As Lavaur was rated as an evidence, his papers were 
taken pofTerfion of by the officers of juftice, and atnongfl: them this 
libel was found. Lavaur, as if ruined by the lofs of Pondicherry, 
hufl petitioned the government for a froall penfion of fubfiftence ; 
nnd it was dilcovered that he died poflefTed of 60,000 pound&'hi 
gold, diamonds, and bills of exchange. This hvpocrifjs with the 
frauds of another Jeliiit, who managed the weftern milfions, con- 
duced not a little to the expulfion of the order ; but full attention 
was gh en to the -memoir of Lavaur, and from its dpeuments the 
attorney general inferted the charge ofhightreafon, which deprived 
Mr. Lally of the affift-ance of counfel. After he had been eon- 
fmed 18 months, the' deponents in the procefs were brought 
before him, and he permitted to interrogate them before the re- 
corder. The number of fadls depofed againft him amounted to one 
hundred and fixty, for-every violent or unguarded expreffion during 
the courfe of his gos'eniment and ill fuccefs was admitted. The 
number of witnefTes muft likewife have been many, for Mr. Lally 
oppoled ilrong reproaches of incompetency to thirty-four of them, 
llie recoider was the fame who had given the moft fauguiiiary 
judgment ever pronounced in France againft a young man of family ; 
and^ Mr. Lally, with his ufual indiferetion and intemperance, aggra- 
vated the feverity of his charadler, by .treating him with haughti- 
nefs and contempt during the difeharge of his office. Eighteen 
months paffed in the confrontation and interrogatories, when the 
final decifion was to be made by the whole parliament of Paris, 
which is compofed of 120 members. It muft be left to conjedlure, 
tow many of them went regularly through the immeifte volume 
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1761. of records trcm ^^hicii the) were to form their judgments, and how 
few perfevercd hi comparing and combining this multitude of depo- 
ftious with r;ve rmothcr,. in a iabjecl fo new to them, v/hether 
as iiiilitary operations by laud aird lea, or as tranfattions in allrange 
land, of u, hich they -VLire now to learn the cuftoms,. manners, cli- 
mate, and geograjjhy. Ncrerthelefs, with due attention, much of 
this knowledge, and of the ca’Ue itfelf, might be acquired from the 
memoirs puhiiihed not long before the decifion, by Tvlr. D’Ache, 
Soupires, Buffy, and of Mr. Deieyrit, who was dead, but publiflied' 
by his heirs, with fcvcral others of leffer note and imjxjrtance ; 
and from the more copious juftifications of Mr. Lally, written by 
himfelf, with the lairie unconquered fjjirit of invedlive againfl his 
enemies, as had brought cn him the coiTibination of accul'ations,, 
on which the Jurifprudence of his country was now to pronounce. 
But none of thefe publications alleged, nor did any evidence allert 
any fasfl, to warrant the fentence of his judges, who mull there- 
fore have been led by the report of the recorder to condemn him 
to be beheaded, as duly attainted and convidled of having be- 
trayed the interefts of the King, the flate, and the Eaft India com- 
pany ; of abufe of authority, vexations, and exadlions, upon the 
iubjedls of the King, and ftrangers refident in Pondicherry. Be- 
fore the fentence v/as made known, he had been divefled in the 
prefence of the court of his military orders, and declared degraded 
of his military rank, in confequence of which he was removed from 
the Baftile, as a more honourable confinement, to the common pri- 
fcn of criminals. Here in the morning of the 9th of May, 1 766, his 
fentence was read to him ; he threw up his hands to heaven, and ex- 
claimed, Is this the reward of 45 years lervice! and fhatchingapair 
of compalles, which lay with maps on; his table, flruek it to his 
breaft, but it did not pierce to his heart ; he then gave loofe to every 
execration, againfl his judges and acculers. His fcaffbld was pre- 
pared, and his execution appointed for the fame afternoon : to pre- 
vent him from fjjeaking to the fpedlators, a large gag was put into 
■Ito taouth before he was taken out of prifon, when he was carried 
in a common cart, and beheaded on the Greve. He perifhed in the 
65th year of his age. 
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If abufe of avtthority, vexations, and cxadtions, tire not capital 
in the jurifijrudence of France,' they ought not to have been in- 
ferted, as efficacious, in the fentence of death. The betraying of 
interefts required that the intention of ruining them fhould be 
proved by inconteftable fa6ts ; but Mr. Lally neither gave in- 
tciligence to the Engliffi, of which they could take advantage, 
nor led or commanded his troops to fervices of deftru6tion 
without the probability of advantage from their efforts, nor re- 
ceived bribes to influence rhe general plan of his conduft. The 
inve6live of his declaration to Colonel Coote, when offering to 
liirrender, fhews how little favour he expe6i’ed from the Engliffi 
government ; and he had perfonally offended Mr. Pigot in his cor- 
refpondence. Neverthelefs, the imjiutation of having fold Pondi- 
cherry, opened the cry againff: him in France. Mr. D’Effaign, and 
Crillon depofed honourably of him. Nor was the fentence of his 
judges unanimous. Mr. Siguier, admired for his eloquence, and 
Mr. Pellot, for his application and theclearnefs of his underffanding, 
declared their conviftion of his innocence ; another of his judges ac- 
knowledged, that he was not condemned on any particular fa6l, but 
on the whole together. Mr. Voltaire, who had well confidered the 
caufe, has not fcrupled to call his death a murder committed with 
the fword of Juftke. 

Mr. Lally conftantly claimed the right of having his military 
conduft tried by a board of general officers. They would have feen 
liis errors with difcernment, and weighed them with impartiality. 
That the recall of Mr. Buffy from Salabadjing, and the fubftituting 
the infuffieient abilities of Mr. Conflans, produced the lofs of Ma- 
fulipatam and the northern provinces. That the fiege of Madrals 
was wrong in the intention, and equally defective in the execution;, 
but that Mr. Lally expe61ed no abler refiftance here than he ha^ 
met at Fort St. David. That the feparation of the army, by the large 
detachment fent to Seringham, which enabled the Engliffi to ex- 
tend their barrier to the fouth of tlie Paliar by the acquiiition of 
Yandivaffi and Carangoly, was contrary to the found principles of 
wati but .that the motive was, the hope of relieving the want of 

money. 



April. 




Aprii. 


The War of Coromandel. Book XIII. 

money, and th^diftrefs for provifions. That the attempt to retake 
Vandivafli, reduced Mr. Lally to the neceffity of receiv ing battle, 
which as the Eiiglifli were leeking, he ought to have a\'oided; 
but that he had realon to expert greater induftry and fpirit in the 
artillery, officers, and engineers, who might have breached the place 
in half the time. Whether, after this battle, Pondicherry might ha\'c 
been better ftored, or whether the provifions collected were injudi- 
cioufly difpofed of, would, after all witnelTeSjhave remained adccifioii 
of doubt. 

The troops which arrived with Colonel Coote in November 1 759, 
with his immediate aftivity in the reduction of Vandivafli and Caran- 
goly, brought the war nearly to an equality; which juliified him in 
rifquing the battle for the relief of Vandivafli, although he fought 
it Avith the inexplicit dil'ajiprobation of the Prefidency in his pocket; 
but his difpofitioiis had lecured refources againfl: mifchance. Before 
this important fuccefs, the views of no one had extended to the re- 
duction of Pondicherry : but inftuiitly after, all were imprefled with 
the firmefl perfuafioii of this termination of the war. This fortu- 
nate confidence led to the mofl: vigorous counfels. Nothing, it was 
^eafoned, if all advantages are taken, can lave Pondicherry, except- 
ing the arrival of their Iquadron in force fufficient to cope with the 
Knglifh; or the lucky introdudlion of troops and money by divi- 
fions of their fliips, if .the whole do not venture: whatfoever is 
gained in the mean time will require lb much effort to recover, 
fliould the enemy be reinforced; and if they are not, willbe fo much 
accompliflied towards the ultimate obje6t.. The enterprizing.fa- 
gacity of Colonel Coote lofl; no time in dilcoi'ering .and takiqg..every 
advantage. The Prefidency feconded his operations by the expedition 
to Karical, and in fupplies to the field; the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
by their adlivity; the detachment to the weftward by its vigilance; 
the army by their zeal on all occafions. Colonel Coote, by conflantly 
expofing his own perfon with the Sepoys, had brought them to fuf- 
tain dangerous fervices, from .which the Europeans were preferved. 
By this deconomy,and the reinforcements from England and Bombay, 
if the .armament fo much announced had arrived, and landed .a 

greater 
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greater force than France had ever before fent to India the 
Englifh on the day of the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a* con- 
dition to have given them battle, if they had chofen it, under their 
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A Bdulwahab Cawn, 3'/ 1. 424.425. 440. 443. 

458. 461. 463. 494. 50a. 

,AhyJ/inians^ 548 - 

jlchempeitah, 15 miles from Tanjore, 437. 

Afiif, a French fliip of war, 512. 513. 693. 
Adams, captain, 608. 

Adlercron’s regiment, 458, 487. 

Adnef, captain, 379, 380, 382. 

Mem, 476. 493. 547. 

Affleck, captain, of the Panther, 709. 

Jfrica, 734. 

,^garpatty, a fort, 704. 

Aimapcttah, 439. 

Airey, lieutenant, 395. 398. 445. 46a. 471. cap- 
tain, 625. 641. 

Alampareiah, 367. 375. 395. 400, 410. 590. 596. 
605. 612. 613. 615. 616. 617. 624. 626. 635. 
636. 638. 651. 652. 

Allen, major, an officer in Tally’s regiment, 
703. 714. 715. 

Alvar Tinivtlly, S. £. of Ttnivelly, 706, 

Ambeor, 663. 

America, an Englifli man of war, 659. ^og. 
Amuldar, or renter, 496. 

Andrews, Mr. 376.473. 493. 557. 

Angus, iieut. 613. 

Anjengo, 369.419. 468. '567. 707. 717. 
Anunderamrauze, 554, 

Anunderaiize, 375- 376. 377. 381. 38a. 383. 
472. 473. 474. 475. 479. 481. 48a. 490. 492., 

SS 4 - SS 7 - 559 - 
Anwarodean Khan, 531. 


Arabs, 548. 

Arcef, 367. 368. 370. 371. 372. 415. 424. 437. 
45 S- 4 ? 9 - 462. 464* 469. 471. 493. 496. 497. 
502. 504. 505, 506. 508. 516. 526. 527. 528. 
S 3 3 - S 3 8. 542 . 546. 547. 548. 549. 550. 553. 
571. 572. 575. 590. SM. 592. 594. 595.601. 
602. 603. 605. 615. 6nS. 626. 037. 649. 650. 
695. 700. 

Arcef,/eit, 368. 501. 546. 590. 594. 595. 
Ariancopang, fort, 656. 657. 059. 660. 66i. 665, 
672. 696. 697. 

redoubt, bound-hedge, Pondicher- 
ry, 665. 666. 671. 672. 680. 683. 
691. 712. 

river, 616.647.648.655.658.683. 

687. 696. 697. 700.701. 712. 
tvxn, 636. 642. 644. 648. 649. 
Arielore, Poly gar, 440. 725. 

Arnee, 496. 

Arni, 530. 571. 591. 592, 603. 

Arracan, 556. 

^a, 562. 

Aflafbeg, a jemidar, 612. 629. 631. 638. 
Atchaveram, 

Aurengabad, city, 476. 492. 

Vr 

Baheer, 638. 

Baj inrow, 571. 

Balagerow, general and regent of the MorattocSf 
424. 494. 684. 695. 

Balantyne, lieut. 397. ' 

Balafvre, 555. 
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Balehltiy's choultry. 4.97. 

Baleine, a French ihip, 683. 689. 690. 694. 7.1 1. 
Biimpore, 475. 

Bangalore^ a ftrong city N. of Seringapatam, 
68 5. 686. 

Bangar-yatchunn> 464. 

Bangar Yatcham Naigue. 371. 528. 331. 
Bannatyne, captain, 471. 

Barker,' captain Robert, of the company’s ar- | 
tUlery, 45S. 521. 579. 580. 583. 609. 615. 
622. 714. 

Barnes, eniign, 414. 

Barthelmi'sgarJen, Pondicherry, 661.662. 667. 
Baflaulet Jung, 476. 492. 493. 504. 509. 513. 

526. 527. 531. S32- 533- 546- 547- 54S- 566. 
Bajlile, 735. 756. 

Batncola, a port in the ifland of Ceylon, S. of 
Trinconomalee, 511. 

Batavin, 507. 510. 706. 

Battal Gunta, a fort, S. E. ofDindiguI, 672. 673. 

67S. 679. 6S7. 

Beaver, captain, 458. 

Bengal, 375. 377. 453. 462. 47a. 481. 491. 493. 
503. C07. 508. 534, 5^6. 557. 558. 560. 596. 1 
649. 650. 663. 666, 679. 720. 725, 733. 739. 
Bengaiore, 6 B 6 . 715. 

Bergen-cf-smom, 458, ' 

Besatara, on the Krillna, 482. 483. 

Billock, lieut. 393. 

Bjihop of Halicarnaflus, 637. 704. 714. 715. 
Black, captain, 421. 458. 

Black tovm, Madrafs, 400. 401. 408. 452. 

Blair, lieut. 394. 

Blake, captain, 466. 

Blakeney, eniign, 609. 

Blancierie,2k village near Pondicherry, 681. 683. 
Bstn^^t, 371. 419.420. 425. 454. 464.496. 563. 
604. 631.634.643.053. 711. 725. 726. 727. 
738. 

Bombay detachment, 666. 671. 672. 732. 
Bomrauze, 371. 464. 506. 508. 

Boniapah, governor of the fort of Caroor, 678. 
Bonjour, eniign, 396. 504. 505. 

Bofeawen, Mr, 700. 

Borwel), Mr. furgeon, 437. 

Bourbon, natives of, 721. 

volunteers, 660. 661 . 

Bourdonnais, De la, 402. 623. 733. 734. 
Bramins, 502. 598. 

Brampwe, 475. 476. 491. 

Brereton, captain of the Tyger, 515. 

major, 368. 390. 393. 41 1. 458. 463. 
469. 470. 471. 472. 497. 506. 598. 


515. 516. 517. 518. 521. 523. 527, 
535- 542. 543- 585- 586. 663. 
Breft-fever, 368. 

Bretueil, a French col. 370. 

Bridger, eniign, 551. 552. 

Biiiiol, Mr. 377. 378. 481. 

a French ihip of 30 £1105,415. 425. 426. 
436. 448. 449. 491, 556. 558. 
Britannic Majefty, 720, 722. 

Britiili fubjefts, 721. 

Brooke, lieut. of the artillery, 410. 

Browne, lieut. of the Shafteibiiry Indiaman, 426. 
Buccangee, bankers, 438. 

Buhvaniing, 610. 

Burrampmr, a town, 555. 556. 

BuiTy, Mr. 367. 370. 371. 395. 394. 430. 
474.475.476.491. 498. 499. 504. 517. 525. 
526. 527. 528. 531. 55i- 533- S47- $48. ■S49‘ 
S50-SS3- 5‘:4-S73- S74- 576- 585- $^'6. 

587. 590. 596. 612. 734. 736. 737. 

Calacad, 564. 566'. 

Calancntidnn, a mud fort, 563, 

Calcutta, 375. 555. 590. 720. 

Cb/zVer-faclory houlcj 727. 728. 733. 

Call, Mr. chief engineer, 458.615.619. 698. 7 1 3. 
Callendar, capt. on the Madrals ellabliiliment, 
3^6. 485. 488. 489. 

Calliaud, major, 369. 384. 436. 437. 438. 439. 
440. 442. 443. 444. 445. 447. 4; 3. 458. 459. 
461. 463, 471. 505. 506. 508. 522. 523. 534. 
656. 

Cambray, a French regiment, 694. 695. 
Campbell, capt. Charles, 458. 

capr. Donald, 458. 
lieut. of the artillery, 546. 

Canada, loft to the French, 734, 

Cape Comorin, 493- $60. 564. 726. 

Cape of Good Hope, 420. 511. 693. 

Carangoly, 367. 369. 372- 462. 497. 516. 544. 
546. 549. 573. 575. 577. 591. 601. 604, 6cs. 
737- 738. 

Carcanibadtiy, a town in the polygar hills, 502. 
505. 508. 

Carnatic, 375. 438. 461. 464. 467, 470. 526. 
S32- 533- 546- 547- 548- S52- SS®- S64. 
566. 571. 581. 599. 601. 615. 620. 624. 
637. 638. 639. 650. 663. 673. 677. 6S5, 686. 
695. 696. 715. ^26. 733. 

Career, W. of Tritchinopoly, 673. 674. 677. 

678. 679. 686. 687. 704. 707. 

Cartaricopum, a village near Pondicberiy, 626. 
Carty, enfign, 606. 607. 

Carvalho's 



SECTION THE SECOND. 


Caroalkas garden, 4.41. 44a. 444, 44;. 446. 
daj / lmeotak , 472. 

Catafaominaig, 467. sfii. 563. 705. 

Cathchart, the EngUth u-atch-wordatthe attack 
of the French fliips off Pondicherry, 689. 
Caveri^ river, 539. 551. S97- 598. 600. 620. 
673. 674. 686. 

Centaur, a French fliip of war, 512. 514. 515. 
693. 694. 

Ceylon, IJland of, 423. 307. 31 1. 533. 706. 712. 
Chace, enfign, 393. 

Ckacrapollam, a mud fort, N. of Tliiagar, 699. 
Cheimbale, a village in the Northern Provinces, 

^ 377- 378. 379- , , 

Chandamungalum, a fort, 691. 

Chandrrgheny, 371. 463. 464. 494. 
Chandernagore, 720. 724. 

Checkrimedore, a village, on the Paliar, 538. 34a, 
Chicacole, province, 534. 

Chilambarum, 536. 337. 599. 602, 614. 616. 

622. 626. 630. 632. 704. 

Chilfliolm, lieut. 573. 390. 

Cliinalulabaram, oil the confines of !VI_\ fore.fiSj. 
Chindndrepeitah, a village, 387. 397. 434. 
Ckinejinitttuh'um, a village, 353. 571. S73* 
Chhglapct, 368. 369. 370. 372. 373. 384. 395. 
398. 399- 40a. 401. 408. 414. 424. 430. 
434. 440. 443. 447. 433. 458. 459. 461. 
462. 469. 497. 498. 310. 513. 338. 342. 
543. S4+. 543. 575. 590. 594. 595. 
Chipauk, a village, 452. 

Chitore, 424. 463. 464. 

Chittamoof, a fort, S. E. of Thiagar, 699. 
Chitiapet, 367. 470. 497. 501. 509. 516. 542. 
344. 549. 350. 553. 590. 591. 6 o 2. 603. 
604. 605. 624. 623. 691. 

Choultry plain, S. W. of Fort St. George, 385* 
386. 3S7. 397. 434. 436- 455- 461. 
CZWojr, 386. 462. 469. 471. 497. 609. 651. 652. 
Choiit, or tribute, 685. 

Chunderfaheb, 526. 544. 638. 712. 721. 
Clive, colonel, 491- 534* 556. 558. 571. 592.663. 
Gobelong, 3 9 397’ 398* 

Cucanara , 537. 558. 559. 560. 

Cochin, on the Malabar coaft, 706. 

Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement, 48 r. 

Coco-nut, battery Pondicherry, 701. 712. 

Cadaver difirids, 492. 


Coffrees, 369. 388. 430. 433. 461. 




318. 320. 523. 540. 584. ^oo. 606. 6og. 
614. 640. 041. 645. 649. 634. 691. 713. 
729. 731. 732. 733. 

CaiiasGuddy , a fort on the hills near VeIore#544« 


Coilorepcttah , 363. 

Colair lake, 339. 

Cokroon , river, 383. 439.440. 496. 535. 536, 

537. j39. 545.,5So- 55*. 59^ 598- 599- 
020 . 002. 020 . 630. 695. 704. 

Colleries, 399. 408. 414. 462. 467. 493. 339. 
54t. 330. 331. 361. 562. 364. 363. 366. 
567. 568. 569. 605. 073. 675. 077. 703. 
707. 729. 

Cohtmbo , port, oppofite to Cape Comorin, 706. 
Combacmutm , on thefirll arm oftheCaverf,620.704. 
Compagnie des Indes, a French fliip, 688. 689. 

690. 691. 696. 697. 7n. 

Company’s exchange, 438. 

gardens , 660. 
poffijjions , 560. 
regulations, 481. 482. 
reprefentative, 373. 

Ihips, 375. 420. 423. 449. 311. 

312.63 1,643.631.639. 7i4.'7i7. 
troops, 392. 457. 438. 463. 487. 
50J. 507. 522. 379. 382. 384. 
587. 589.647. 662. 666. 671. 732. 
Comte de Provence, a French fliip of war, 312. 
513. 514. 

Cer . cak , a fort, 477. 480. 

Conda - i ' ire ^ 504* S^Q. 

Cofulcre , a village in the Northern provihees, 
377- 3/8. 439.440. 

Conflans, hlr. 376. 377. 376. 383. 400. 474. 
. 475* 47f»- 478. 485. 488. 489. 491. 504. 737. 
Conjtveram , 568. 369. 370. 37a. 373. 374. 373. 
364. 399. 400. 401. 402, 413. 423. 430. 
459- 462. 469. 470. 493. 494. 493. 497. 

498. 305. 506. 307. 508. 510. 515. 516. 

527. 531. 538. 341. 342. 346. 549. 561. 

572. S73. S7S- S90. 

Cenimere, 612. 

point , S. of Sadrafs, 393. 

Cook, eniign, 394. 

Coolies, 615. 621. 680. 717. 718. 

Coote, lieut. colonel, 303. 523. 334. 541. 
542. 543* S+4. S45- 546* 549* SS®* 55** 

553- 571. 572. 573, 574-. 373. 576. 377. 

578. 379. 380. 381. 58a. 584. 383- 389. 

390. 591. 392. 394. 393. 396. 001. 002. 

604. 603. 606. 607. 60B. 610. 61 1. 612. 

613. 616. 624. 626.-627. 628. 629. 632. 
633. 634. 638. 639. 641. 642. 643. 644. 

643. 646, 647, 649. 650. 6 ja. 633. 634. 

636. 658. 639. 66o. 662. 663: 663. 666. 

673. 679. 680. 681,-682. 683, 687. 690. 

' ' . ^ 97 - 
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697. 698. 7DC. 70Z. 712. 7iv 71 V 716. 
7 j8. 719. 7-20. 723'. 724. 73;. 737. 738. 739 - 
Coote’s regiii enr, ^07. 584. 585- 587. 589. 

608. 613. 647. 651. 669- 732. 

Coriiifh, rear admiral, C34. 533. 534. 604. 615. 

617. 631. 633. 711. 

Coromandel, battalion, 666. 

coaft of, 430. 441. 458. 483. 493. 
503. 507. 333. 604. 694. 725. 

733- 734- ^ ^ 

Cortahm, a mud tort on the S. bank of the Ca- 
■veri, 531. 601. 

Cojjimccitah, a foit, 40 miles W. of Vizagapa- 
um, 373. 376. 

Coven Naig, a Siibnhdar, 682. 

Council of Madrafs, 463. 

of I’ondichcriy, 438. 602. 635. 643. 
643,693.719.721. 

CoDi-fpaukj 370. 494. 495. 496. 49^. 502. 502. 
5c6. 507. 508. 546. 348. 550, 532. 553. 573. 
390. 592. 

Court of Direftors, 503. 726. 

Courtiii, Mr. of the council, Pondicherry, 719. 


Crillon, Chevalier de, 367. 370. 339. 540. 541. 

Crowley, enfign, 384. 388. 397. 

CuJapak, 464. 533. 347. 548. 582. 
Ctidapatmtnm^ W. of Velore, 349. 704. 708. 713. 
Cnddahre, road, 651. 691. 

fehooner, belonging to the company. 


429. 449. 453. 

town, 495. 631. 633. 634. 643. 643. 
647.652. 657. 658, 659. 688.-696. 
698. 726. 

Cumberland, an Englifli lliip of war,. 3 12. 314. 
515. 631. 

Outtatk, in Orixa, 353. 


D’Ache, Mr. 310. 312. 314, 324. 533. 636. 

693. 694. 736. 

B’Aguille, Mr. 312. 

Dalrymple, Mr. 423. 

DamdUht>-ry^ 464. 494. 391. 
Damerla-Venkytapah-naigue, 309, 328. 53.1. 
Damerlah Venkytapah, 464. 

Danes, 335. 683. 690. 

Danifb government, 697. 
fliip, 307. 

Darveui a French officer, 535. 

D’Autueil, a French officer, 663, 

De Beck, captain, 438. 

DeBuke, captain, 612, 


Decan, 491. 492. 304. 526. 347. 387.. 

Defer, 724. 

D’F.guille, Mr. 510. 

De la Douefpe, lientenant, 520. 

De la Faire, a French colonel, 370. 

De Laiidivillan, a French colonel, 570. 
Delaway, or regent, 636- 637. 

Deleyrit, Mr. governor of Pondicherry, 439»- 
464. 49S. 538.602. 626. 635. 642. 734. 736. 
Demi hajflion. Fort St. George, 413. 

D’Efiaigne, counr, 367. 370. 394. 737. 

De Tilly, commandant of Chittapetc, 591. 

Devi Cotah, 437. 453. 333. 336. 399. 614. 630.. 
699. 700. 

DTIaranibure, a French officer, 662. 

Digby Dent, captain of theTyger,.690. 
Diligence, a French frigate, 375. 400. 410.433. 
4S«- 

Dindigul, 468. 639. 650. 672. 673. 673. 678.., 
679. 687. 704. 703. 706. 707. 

DoUabad, forirefs, 476. 

Draper, lieut. col. 368. 373, 374. 390. 391.- 
392. 393.411. 4S8> 463- 
Draper’S regiment,. 420. 435. 462. 583. 383. 

586. 387. 589. 647. 65 1. .666. 669. 

Duans, 491. 504. 531. 532. 347. 6ox. 

Dubbeer, or rninifter,.6oi. 

Dubois, Mr.. French commitTary, 723. 724. 

Due lie Btirgogne, 512. 314. 

Due d’Orleans, 512. 314. 523. 

Duefpe, lieutenant, aid de camp to col. Coote^ 

yi6. 

Duke of Aquitain, an Englifti fhip, 710. 

an Englifli (tore ffiip, 703. 710. 714. 
Dumefnil,. a French lieutenant, 298. 

Diipleix, Mr. 613. 627. 734. 

Dupr6, Mr. of the council, Madrafs, 7 14.. 7 18.. 
Durafapatam^ N. of Madrafs, 454. 

Du Rocher, a French commander, 477. 

Durre, colonel of the French king’s artillery,. 
719. 730. 

Dutch, 406. 438. 458. 498. 307. 308. 510. 334.. 

S3S- SS®- SS9- 560. 366. 690. 706.. 
fettlements, 396. 406. 6go. 

Blips, 374. 393. 396. 
troops, 706. 

Ea/altaver, wood and fort, 366. 

Eaft Indieu 3c 7. 

Egmore, bridge, 387. 
plain, 432. 
redoubt, 388. 

a village, 383. 3^7>-389.;397. 400. 436. 
4SS- 4561, S' • 

Eifer,. 
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Eifer, lieutenant, 651. 652. 

Etavancfurc , 398. 399.494.499. 500.637.698. 
699. 

Elizaheih, an Englini man of war, 51a. 513. 
7 “- 

Elliot, lieutenant, 394, .571. 546. 

Ehre , otherwife called Yalare , S. W. of Rajah- 
mundruni, 474. 475. 476.480. 

EnglanH ^ 368. 371. 46a. 463. 503. 507. 510. 
604. 631. 63a. 642. 649. 651'. 653. 659. 
663.694. 695. 717. 724. 725. 727.738. 
Englilh, 437. 441. 464. 465.49.1. 720. 726. 
737. 738. 739. 
admiral^ 708. 711. 724. 
affairs, 556. 560. 561. 
army, 374. 375. 376. 377. 378. 379. 
380. 381. 382. 383. 384. 385. 387. 
388. 389. 390. 391. 392. 393. 394. 
402.406.408. 415. 421. 431. 442. 
459. 462. 463. 466. 467. 468. 469. 
470. 472. 473. 474. 475. 476. 477. 
479. 480. 482. 483. 489. 490. 492. 
493. 494. 495. 497. 498. 500. 501. 
C04. 505. 506. 516. 517. 522. 527. 
■528. 529. 530. 531. 533. 537. 54^- 
.544- 54S- 54<5. 549- S5o* 553* 554- 
5?S- S^9- 560. 565. 572. 575. $76. 
577* 578- S79- 581. 582. 583. 584. 
588. 589. 600. 601. 602. 603. 604. 
605. 610. 6r6. 6ig. 623. 625. 626. 
628. 629. 634, 635. 636. 642. 643. 
644. 645. 647. 648. 649. 651. 65a, 
654. 655. 656. 657. 659. 663. 666. 
667. 672. 677. 678. 681. 683. 6go. 
692. 695. 703. 710. 713. 717- 720. 
721. 722. 723. 724. 728. 730. 

.in Bengal, 508, 556. 
camp, 571. 573. 574. 589. 627. 645. 
646. 6.|S. 657. 658. 659. 661. 66a. 
665. 666. 696. 708. 714. 
in the Carnatic, 468. 469. 526. 532. 

S33- 538. 547- S49- 5S7- S^S- 
566. 571. 574. 592. 603. 638. 041. 
695. 704. 706. 707. 715.. 

«hief, 557. 

colours, 425. 649. 678, 723. 

di{lri6ls, 464, 574I 

Eafl" India company, 724.. 726. 

factories, 468. 474. 5.57. 5961 693. 

flag, 721. 723. 

garrifons, 60a; 

government,. 371. 438. 528. 7.37- 
governor of Madrals, 456. 
bofpital, 410. 


Englifli mountain^ near Gingee, 729. 730^ 
polleflions, 376. 
pofts, 700. 723. 
prifoners, 397. 503. 
redoiihr, 660. 66r. 
refident, 555. 
lettlementf, 554. 
fliips, 425. 510. 560. 727. 
fquadron, 366.. 369. 371. 496. 499. 
507.510.511. 512. 513. 514. 515. 
524. 525. 533. 535. 556. 562. 563. 
^ 604.615. 61.7. 624. 630. 631. 633. 
'634, 635. 643. 655.. 656. 657. 659. 
6S8. 691. 710. 71.1. 724. 725. 726- 
727. 

Rations, 535. 

fort, at Vixagapatarn^ 482. 
women, 406. 409. 

Eftevan, a crazy, bufy Jefuit, 438. 574. 
Efiaporam , 467. 561. 563- 706.. 

Europe ^ 51 1. 537.613. 727. 728. 731. 733. 
European deferter, 67.8. 

inhabitants, 602. 624. 635. 
mariners, 659., 
nations, in Bengal, 720. 
renters, 636. 
velTels, 614.. 

Europeans, £nglifh,.369. 372. 373. 377. 378. 

379. 381. 3S4. 387. 388. 389. 
396. 397. 398. 401. 407. 4o8» 
411. 414. 415. 416. 417. 418. 
419. 42 r. 422. 423. 427. 428: 
429. 431. 433. 434. 435. 436. 
442. 445. 447. 449. 450. 4511 
45a. 453. 455. 456- 45 7- 458. 
461. 462. 465. 477. 479. 4S0. 
481. 484. 485. 489. 495- 497- 
499. 501.. 502. 503. 505. 506. 
507. 508. 5J0. 515- 518. 521. 
523. 527. 531. 534. 535. 536. 

537- 539- 54^- 54*- 54<5. 549- 
550. 551. 552. 556. 558. 560. 

^73- 575- 577- 578- 582- 583- 
584. 588. -589. 594. 597. 600. 
604. 607. 608. 609. 610. 61 1. 
614. 615. 621. 622. 623. 627. 
628. 629. 630. 632. 633. 634. 
639. 641. 642. 645. 649. 650.. 
651. 653. 654. 650. 659. 600. 
663. 666. 668. 66g. 67 r. 672. 
673. 675. 676. 677. 6S0. 682. 
683. 687. 692. 696. 697. 698. 
704. 710. 713. 717. 718. 726. 
7.27. 738. 


Europeans,. 
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Europeans, French, 27a. 377. 378. 579- 380. 

381. 382. 383. 38?. 3S6. 387. 
3S8. 396. 397. 39S. 399. 401. 
407. 408. 415. 430. 431. 443. 
444. 447. 454. 456. 459. 462. 
463. 470. 474. 475. 477. 480. 
486. 489. 491. 493. 495. 497. 
499. 30®. 501. 504. 516. 517. 
525. 527. 533. 535. 539. 540. 
541. 54a. 544. 545. 546. 547- 

548. 549. sjfi- s?4- s;s- 556. 

SS7- SS8- 560- S7 t- 57=-. S 73- 
574* 575- 578- s8r- 582- S°’3- 
588. 589- 590- 591- 592* 595- 
397. 598- 600. 6or. 603. 603. 
606. 609. 6ro. 613. 622. 623. 
626. 628- 629. 631. 633. 634. 
633. 640. 641. 642. 644. 645. 
649. 6 !;o. 632. 653. 637. 663. 
680. 682. 683> 684. 686. 689. 
690. 691. 692. 697. 698. 699. 
704, 713. -724. 72S. 729. 731. 
, 733- 

in general, 402. 733. 

£.\'pedition, a French frigate, 373. 400. 413. 

Falmouth, company’s ftiip, 71.4. 

an F.ngufli man of war, 616. 617. 
709. 

Fifcher, captain, 485. 487. 488. 489. 558. 359. 
560. 

Fitzgerald, lieutenant, 633. 

Fitzpatrick, lieut. 42 1 . 

Fletcher, captain Robert, 692. 698. 702. 703. 
lieutenant, 538. 339. 

Ford, col, 373. 376. 377. 378. 379. 380. 381. 
382. 383. 400. 462, 472. 473. 474. 473. 
476. 479. 481. 482. 483. 484. 487. 489. 
490. 491. 492. 493. 304. 357. 338. 

Fort St . David , ‘368. 398. 493. 497. 511. 560. 
633. 634. 642. 737. 

Dauphin - Karical , 618. 619. 621, 

DeVu , on Maunt - Dclhi , 732. 

St . George , 385. 401. 402. 403. 404. 406. 
423. 678. 

Louis , citadel of Pondicherry, 720. 
at Rajahmundrum , 383. 

Fortunfc, a French Ihip of war, 512, 513. 314. 
Foul point , in the ifland of ' Madagafcar , 51 1. 
694. 

Fratiee , 370. 402. 498. 511. 327. 636. 637. 
642. 694. 695. 708. 720. 721. 726. 734. 

735- 737- 739- ! 

Free company, French, '640. 684. 


Freifliman, capt, 438. 

French affairs, 734. 

agents, 549. 697. 708. 
army, 367. 372. 373. 
378. 379. 380. 381, 
383. 386. 387. 388. 
392. 394. 393. 400. 
406. 407. 409. 415. 

443- 444. 453- 458. 
464. 463. 468. 469. 

474- 475- 476. 477- 
482. 483. 490. 491. 

495- 496- 497- 498- 
304. 305. 506 50Q. 
326. 533. 533. 338. 
545- 546- 547- 548. 
554' SS5- 556. 557- 
573- 573- 574- 576- 
580. 5? I. 582. 384, 
396. 397. 398. 399. 
603. 606.-610. 61 1. 
628. 629. 630. 632. 
637. 640. 647. 642. 
647. 648. 649. 650. 
633. 636. 638. 667. 
684. 686. 691. 692. 
703. 708. 713. 720. 
732. 


374- 375' 376’- 
382. 383. 384. 
389. 390. 391. 
401. 402, 403. 
424. 425. 437. 
439. 461. 463. 
470. 472. 473. 
479. 480. 481. 
492. 493. 494, 
499. 300. 501. 
316. 317. 518. 
541- 543- 544- 
549- 553- 

SS9- 560. 371. 

577- 578. 579- 
388. 589. 590. 
600. 6ot. 604. 
613. 623. 626. 
633. 634. 636. 
643. 643. 646. 
631. 633. 634. 
671. 679. 683. 
693. 690. 699. 
721. 723. 729. 


camp, 400. 469. 37t. 377. 578. 379. 
580. 381. 642. 

in the Carnatic, 371. 373. 438. 439. 
467. 532. 333. 538. 54’6. 547. 334. 
556. 566. 571. 576. 592. 603. 623. 
624. 625.638. 639, 677, 686. 695. 
720, 721. 
colours, 490. ^16. 

company, 370. 633. 681. 693. 694. 

723. 727. 728. 736. 
company’s domains, 638. 
company’s fervants, Pondicherry, 635. 
636. 

deferters, 604. 

difiriSs , 413. 464. 493. 499. 625. 631. 
feftory, 474. 473. 556. 557. 
garrnons, 368. 025. 733. 
government, 400. 464. 469. 333. 337. 

544. 614. 629. 642. 694. 
hoftages, 436. 
huflars, 513. 

in India, 399. 43*. 439. 330. 733. 
inhabitants, 618. 665. 
king and minifiry, 523; 526; 
language! 545- 


Frenck 



SECTION THE SECOND. 


French nation, 491. 733. 

ofticers, 395. 463. 486. 487. 555. 556. 
59 S- 6 + 0 - 713- 

prifoners, 412. 45S. 465. 503. 534. 538. 

629. 704. 724. 725. 72G. 
renters, 496. 346. 
reprcfentatives, 715. 
fettlemeiits, 725. 726. 

-fliips, 395. 425. 433. 491. 6188. 695. 
694. 

fquadron, 368. 498. 507. Jii. 512. 
513. 514. 515. 524. 525. 527. 533. 

535 575 ‘ 5 ^®- ^ 55 * 

6^7. 66o. 693. 694. 695. 725. 738. 
territory^ 624. 
trading-houfe, 554. 
volunteers, 604. 607. 608- 629. 640- 
Fryear's Hond, the N. E, headland of the ijlimd 
of Ceylon, 507. JlO. 

Fiimel, vifcount, a French commander, joo. 
509. S‘6. 517. S 30 - S 3 S- 

Gada/ttct/aJt, a fort, 679. 

Gtdlapool, a village iti the northern provinces, 

377 - 378- 
Gartgadaram^ 504. 

Ganjam, 493. 554. 555. 556. SS 7 - 553 - 
582. 616. 

Gtrmai^, 734. 

Giagee, 367, 440. 590. 591. 596. 603. 605. 

616. 624. 625. 626. 636. 640. 643. 648. 

649. 650. 651. 6i;a, 653. 634. 656. 657 

658. 666. 679, 684. 686, 6S7, 691. 692. 

693. 695. 696. 698. 699. 703. 715. 725. 

728. 733 - . 

Godaveri, a river, 383, 472. 473. 474- 482. 
490 - 557 - 5 S 9 - 

Gopaulharry, a Morattoe officer, 424. 

Gopaul Row, 464. 465^. 469. 494. 495 - 
Gordon, major Robert, 518. 519. p-o. 421. 

^23. 624. 626. 62S. 066, 669. 
671. 672. 

major William, 666. 668. 670. 
Governor of Pondicherry, 635. i 

Grafton, an Engliih man of war, 368. 5,12. 
513. 314. 515 711. 

Grantham, an Engtilh Eaft India fhip, 311. 

5 ® 5 ’ 

Greig, captain, 438. 

Greve, at Parh, Lally executed there, 736. 
Grey, Mr. Engiiih refidentat Cuttack, 555* 
Gurtler, capt. 438. 

Haldan, commoobfe, 696 * 


Hanover baiUry,, Pondicherry., ‘piif.'ftfi, yry. Jttft 
719. 

Hardwicke, a company’s (hip, -375. 383. 474. 

479. 4S0. 484. 490, 491. 556. 

Harle..i, a Dutch Ihip, 374. 400, 408. 425. 

426. 428. 429. 433. 49:. 356. 616. 

Halian Aliy, 6ot. 

Hermione, a French fliip, 688. 689. 694. 711. 
Heron, colonel, 362. 

Highland regiment, 639. 671. 726. 

Hiflop, captain, 4^8. 714. 

Hodges, Mr. chief of Telllcheiry, 728. 
Hopkins, lieut. 433. 

Horne, lieut. 336. 537. 398. 601. 

Horfe, 300 French Europeans, excellently 
mounted and difciplined, the greateft num- 
ber u’hich had hitherto appeared together in 
India, 383. 386. 

Hume, captain, 393. 438. 

Hunter, cnfign, 471. 

Hunterman, ferjeant, 499. 300. 301. ; enlign,. 
536. 

Hufliin Ally, 398. 

Huflein Caivn, 466. 467. 468, 639. 

HulTey, captain, 394. 

Hyderabad, 473. 476. 492. 493. 304. 662. 
Hyderally the Myfore general, 468. 636. 637. 
638. 639. 642. 677. 678. 679. 685. 686. 
693. 715. 

Hyderjung, 473. 58a. 

fackfon, Mr. firft lieutenant of the '^ger, 513. 
JangoTam, a village on the bank of the Pm- 
liar, 573. 

Jemaul Saheb, 396. 397.' 411.. 

Jemidars, &10. 612. 634. 730. 

Jefuits, 374. 660. 665. 708. 719. 735. 

'Jefuits church, in the village of Ouigairy, 665. 
Jefns, company of, 660. 

Illu fire, a French fliip of war, 512. 513, 5^14, 
Hior, a fort on the Caveri, 674. 

India, 386. 402. 4(9. 481. 499. 330. 363. 

631.637.630. 639. 686. 726. 733. 

734 - 735 - 739 - 

battalion, 390. 391. 392. 329. 574^. 
582. 387. 588. 060. 661. 665. 671- 
672. 

hills and wilds, 368. 

Indiatnen, 534. 

Indian eons fields, 378. 379. 
forces, 490. 
hmfts, 390. 

Indians, 502- 602.. 

am» 



INDEX TO 


iTtgeram, "Sj?- 

Inglii's, capniii Nathiiniel, of the Shifteibury j 
Eafl rndiaman, 435. 420. 436. .tja. 

Innis Khan, 549. 554. 571. J90. 

Johnftone, Mr. the commiflary , 375. 376. 36a. 
483. 

IJtar.:}y the, near Fori St. George, 3^5. 3 8 7. 

JJle of Bourhm, 31 1. 694. 728. 

oi France, ^10. 511. 693. 694. 

Iflbof Khan, 561. 

Juggapettyrauze, a relation of Amindetauze, 

^SS7- S'iS- SS9- , 
jumbaxijpia, pagoda, oco. 

Izer, captain, 58^. 

Kalajiri, the priuci^ial town of Danterla Ven- 
ketappah, jflS. 531. 532.533. 

Karical, 465.496.499. 535.61 3. 614.615. 616. 

617. 6t8. 6ao. 62 r. 629. 630. 631. 
635. 673. 704 73S. 
fort, 618. 

Kellidars, 367. 368. 493. 501. 509. 521. 543 
544. 603. 005. 607. 6x0. 725. 

Kennedy, colonel, 438. 

Killenore, 624. 625. 626. 65$. 

King (French) 525. 526. 734. 735. 736. 

•or Maliaver of Travaiicore, 564. 565. 
.566. 706. 

of Myfore, 636. 637. 678. 679. 685. 686, 
695.703. 707. 

of Taiijore, 374., 384. 437. 438. 439. 
465. 507. 55p. 601. 603. 615. 620. 677. 
72,5. 

King’s artillery-men, 458, 
prerogative, 724. 
regiments, 590. 
fliips, 659. 
troops, 458. 725. 

Kircher, lieutenant, 652. 653. 

KiUnarow, a kellidar, 398. 399. 440. .',93. 494 
495. 496. 499. 500. 501. 625. 626.630. 632 
639. 640. 643. 645. 

Knox, captain, 381. 382. 475- 484. 4S5 
488. 

Krijlna, river, 476. 478. 482. 492. 493. 494. 
504, 532. .560. 685. 695. 

La Jnye, ferjeant-tnajor of the grenadiers of 
Lorrain, 1:29. '530,' 

Laie,. near Eiore^ 476. 477. 

Lallapei, a town, N. W. of Arcot, 424. 508. 
•Lalliput, 591 

Lally, Mr. 367. 368. 369. 372. 373. 383. 384 
387. 394. 399, .^2. 407. 420. 430 
V 431- 43S- 443« 444- 453* 454 


455. 456. 458. 459. 462. 463. 
464. 460. 470. 476. 477. 493. 
496 497. 4c'8. 419. 516. 525. 

525 ic;. 5,c. 535. 538. 539. 

548- 549- SS '- SS^' 553- 354* 
503. 57 r. 572. 573. 574. 

575* 576. S'7 -SSi- jSj- 584. 

5S5. 586. 587. 590. 592. 596. 

597. 599. ''602. 603. 005. oog. 
626. 627. 631. 633. 635. 630. 

.637, 6j8. 641. 642. 643. 644. 

645. 647. 649. 658. 659. 660- 

662. 683. 685. 690.'693. 695. 

696. 698. 699. 700. 703. 704. 

707. 708. 711. 712. 713. 714. 

716. 720. 721. 722. 723. 726. 

, 734- 735- 736- 737- 738. 

Lilly’s hattcry.^ Fort St, George^ 405. 408, 409, 
410. 4I2. 413. 415;. 416. 417. 4180 
419. 427.428. 434. 435. 436. 448. 


450. 452. 455. 

regiment, 390. 392. 393. 394. 405. 
509. 529. 538. 545. 574. 582. 585. 
5S8. 660. 661. 662. 663. 665. 668. 
670. 703. 722. 727. 

Lambert, an .ziElive adventurer, 374. 384. 387, 
399. 406. 407. 440. 468. 493. 494. 
Lancemen, 568. 

Lances, the arms of the Colleries, 568. 

Lang, lieut. 422. 


Lafcars, 369. 423. 446. 449. 457. 604. 615. 

621. 659. 710. 7x3. 717. 718. 719. 733. 
Latour, lieutenant, 523. 

Lavanr, fiiperior of the Jefuits, 708. 719. 721. 


734- 73S- 
Law, Mr, 662. 

Lawrence, col. 372. 373. 384. 385. 386. 387. 

388. 44r. 457. 462, 463.. 524. 534. 
Lawrence’s be/iiort. Fort Si. George, 423. 

garden lumfe, 441. 442. 444. 445. 
Lenox, an Englillt man of war, 71 1. 

Little, lieut, 422. 

Liverpool, an Englifli Ihip, 7x1. 

Lorrain battery, Fort St. George, 405. 409. 4T0. 

416. 418. 423. 433. 434. 448. 450. 
452. 

regiment, 390. jgt. 392, 405. 516. 
528. 549. 573. 574. 581. 58a. 584. 
585. 587. 588. 612, 660. 661. 662. 
663. 065. 668. 670. 680. 722. 727. 
Louet, Mr. governor of Mahe, 727, .728. 


Macgregor, comman^n^ .P&ier 

728. 733* 


at Gingee, 
Macqnires 
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Macguire, Mr. paymafter to the army, 382, 
Maclean, captain, 477, ^585. 487. 

Macmahiin, enfign, 595- 682. 683. 

Macoas, blacks who row the Aiaffbolas, 617, 
MtiiLivnfcar , tjlmul , 51 1. 694. 695. 711. 

376. 

Madrrfs , 371. 373. 373. 374. 376. 383. 3S4. 

385. 399 - 400. 41 3. 424. 4a<;. 

434 - 437 - 43 h’. 439 - 453 - 4 S 4 - 45 S- 
459.4^.1. 463. 464. 465. 466. 468. 
469. 470. 472. 473. 474. 477. 493. 
494 - 497-498- S®:*- 503- <;o4. i:o6. 
i;c8. 5:9. 510. 5 1 1. 515. 525. 528. 
i' 32 - 534 - S 39 -S 41 - 544 - 549 - SS®- 
552. S'jo. 563. s'j6. 574. 575. 576. 
. . 589. 590. S92. 594. 599. 603. 604. 

612. 614. 615. 6 j 6. 617. 618. 623. 
' 624. 625. 629. 633. 638. 644. 647. 

649. 650. 653. 654. 655. 663. 666. 
j.] 67S. 679. 687. 690. 698. 700. 703. 

] /cS. 7ii.7t4 716. 720. 722. 723. 

■ 724- 725- 726- 728- 733 - 734 - 737 - 

7 ' 7 - 

Jath-afs preh’dtncy, 368. 369. 371. 372. 3S4. 
"^385. 388. 4r<'i. 457.463. 4O 3. 464. 465. 468. 

491 - 4 ': 4 - 497 -S-' 2 . 503 -S 07 - S'®- S’S- 539 - 
541. 550. 56 j. 564. 574. 603. 614. 6 15. 616. 
6:4. 029. 635. ('43. 649. 654. 663.6613. 673, 
679. 684. 686. 706. 707. 724. 725. 726. 727. 
738- 

MaJj q / i ndou it . VmnWchtrry , 665. 680. 68 r. 6S3. 

road, 395 - 525 - 

Madi , ra , c \ iy , 467. 46S. 496. 560. 561. 562. 
■563. 569. 

cann/rv, 467. 468. 496. 499. 534. 562. 
567. 56S. 569- 638. 639. 650. 672. 
673. 678. 679. 686. 687. 7C4. 705. 
fort, 560. 56s. 569. 

on the ccall of Malaiar , 695. 725. 737. 
738. 732. 

Mahom&lally, 531. 544. 566. 685. 722. 
Mahomed Ally Cawn, 731. 

Hiiflein, 475. 

Mahoinedan princes, 601. 

Mahomcdnns, 502. 601. 

Mahomed Iflbof, 369- 373. 374. 375-383.398. 
399. 400. 401. 402. 406, 407. 40S. 414. 424. 
42 5. 429. 430. 434. 438. 440. 443. 445. 459. 
46 j . 462. 466. 467. 468. 47 1. 473. 494. 495. 
496. 534. 560. 561. 562. 563. 564. 565.566. 
567. 569. 625. 632. 639. 650. 672. 705. 7 c6. 
707. 

Mainvilic, a French cominariderj 524. 


Malabar, Coalh, 441.468. 533. 643. 695. Jofe. ' 

717- 732 - 

MaJabars, 599. '602. 624. 636, 

Malamoodi, a village near Fouuicherry, 687. 
Mala\s, 507. 

Maliaver, or king, 564. 

Malratvm' s 'Jiaod, N. V^'^. of Madrafs, 42 5. 
Manahar, S. H. of Tinivelly, 706. 

Manoor, 612. 624. 6i6. 

Manotir, near Permaroil, 6 to. 

Maphiize Khan, 467. 495. 532- 560. 561. 564, 
566. 632. 630. 687. 703. 707. 

Marmelong, a village, 443. 447. 

Martins, two French ofticers, 640. 652. 653. 6S4. 
Malkelyne’s^g-att/fff, N. W. oi Fort St. Cicorge, 
4 - 5 - 

Mallbolahs, 384. 406. 408. 616. 617.698. 703. 
Majulipatan., 374. 3S3. 463. 472. 473. 474. 475. 
476. 477. 478. 481.482. 4S3. 4S4. 490. 491. 
492. 493. 503. 504. 508. 534. 554. sss. 557 . 

558. 559. 596. 737 -, ^ , 

Matliifon, captain oi the Falmoiitii, 617. 
Matlaver, a Polygar, 502. Sc6. 508. 

Matialniy, fort, 73 "- 

Mawitins, 372. 40t. 693. 694. 695. 721. 
Medway, an EiigliQi man of war, 659. 709. 
Mellapwc Tank, a large body.of water, 386. 387. 
Meredith, enfign, 553. 654. 

Mergui, 616. 

Michie, captain of the Newcaftle, 515.- 
Minns, lieutenant, 523. 

Minotaur, a French (l.ip of war, 512. 514. 
Migheny, 555. 

Miw/f>-ry,^fort and wood, 554. 

Mollitore, captain, 489. 

Moagnlpaddy, a village in the diftricls of Arie- 
lore, 440. 

Moiifon, colonel, 470. 497. 501. 506. 516. 518. 
519. 521. 522. 523. 543. 586. 592. 612. 

013. 615. 6i6. 617. 6 - 31 . 623. 624. 629. 

630. 631. 632'. 644. 650. 651. 652. 653. 

659. (-63. 665. 666. 667. 668. 669. 670. 

671. 679. 704. 

Moonfoons, 375. 509.- 527. 533. 534.656. 657, 
Moore, captain, 515. 531. 546. 548. 549. 

major, 641. 643. 644. 645. 

Moorllh horfe, 434. 

Moracin, Mr. of the council, Pondicherry, 367. 
371. 372. 424. 554. SSS- 556- 557 - 558. 

559. 616. 719. 723. 734- 
Moran, captain, 485. 

Morarirow, 373. 549 -. 55 ®' 

Morattoes, 373.. 424. 464. 468. 469. 499. 491- 


VoL. II. 
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<! 94 ' 4 QS- S«2. 548. 5.19. 550. 55?.. 553. 

57 i‘ Sr-i- 573 - 574 - S?®* 579 - S®*- 

i;H 2. 588. 5901 <91. 637i 604. 6S5. 635 . 

6^5. C96. *703, 7c 8. 7i'2. 714- 715-' 

Mniavars, 374. 384. fjc. 561. 562. 563. 569. 
725. 

More, captain. See Moore. 

Morgan, enfign, 551. 5 .?-- 
Moitizally, of Veloit, 464. 496. 603. 626. 638. 
725. 

2fIotint Delhi, a remarkable l.ead-iand, N. of Td- 
licherry, 732. 

hlaunt St. Thome, 374- 384. 385- 386. 388- 
3S9. 401. 407. 430. 434. 440. 441. 
Muftoon Saheb, 685. 636 . 

near A root, 550. 

Munro, major Hector, 727. 73S. 73a. 

Tvlunfi.) cottak, a town, 555. 

a village, 539. 540. 

Murphy, lieut. col. 388. 395. 

Murzafabeg, 367. 372. 374. 470- 472. 
Miirzafejing, 613. 

MuJlfjiack, 498- 
Myers, captain, 667. 668. 

Mjt/ore, 468. 636. 637. 673. 674. 678. 679. 

685. 695. 704. 733. 

* country, 465. 467. 

liijiriffs, 650. 686. 
fort, 636. 637. 
government, 639. 

troops, 639. 640. 641. 65a. 653. 678. 

686 . 

Mvforeans, 468. 636. 637. 638. 639. 640. 

641. 642. 643. 644. 645. 647. 648. 649. 

650. 651. 65a. 653. 654. 655. 657. 658, 

673. 677. 678. 679. 683. 6S4. 685. 687. 

704. 706. 707. 

Nabob of Arcot, 367. 368. 374. 389. 396. 

424. 437. 43 S. 439. 463. 465. 467. 

468. 496. 499. 532. 535. 538. 544. 

546. 550. 552. 561. 564, 566. 597. 

598. 599* ^03’ 612.. 615. 616. 

620. 621. 624. 625. 626. 629. 630. 

631. 63a. 633. 639. 650. 653. 673. 

679. 6S5. 687. 695. 700. 704. 705. 

714. 715. 725. 726. 

of Arcot’s brother, 424. 494, 
of Arcot’s palace, 546. 
ef Arcot’s troops, 389. 535. 616. 632. 
639. 650. 

of Arcoi’s wife, 438. 439, 
of the Carnatic, 526. 


X T O 

Nabob of Ciidapali, J48. 

Nabobfttip, 566. 

Nabob’s camp, 625. 

government, 566. 

horfe, 500. 501. 536. 539. 540. 551. 
600. 

revenues, 649. 

Nagore, 534. 

Najres, 732. 

NaincttU, a fort, N. of Caroor, 6 78. 
Marajiugnpere, a fort, 704. 

Narrainden, a Rajah, 554. 555. 556. 557. 
Narr-iin Sanftry, a Morattoe officer, 494. 502. 
505. 506. 

Netrfpore, on the Godatxrl, 474. 475. 479- 
Nattam, 467. 560. 562. 639. 705. 

NazeabuUa, brother to the Nabob of Arcot, 
371. 424. 463. 503. 504. 505. 509. 537. 
531. 546. 725. 

Nazirjing, 548. 

Negapatam, 369. 396. 433. 438. 439. 496. 503. 

507. 510. 535. 6r4. 711. 712. 
road, 524. 525. . 

Neli/erum, fort, 732. 733. 
river, 732. 

Nellitangavilk, 565. 567. 569. 705. 706. 707. 
Nchre, 367. 371. 424. 463. 303. 504. 509. 
527. 531. 546. 725. 

Newcaftle, an Enghfli fliip of war, 512. 513. 
515. 709. 

Nicomtfn,'& village, 533 - 

Nizamally, 475. 476. 491. 492. 493. 504. 

526. 533. 547. 

Nizamalmuluck, 532. 

Nixamapatam, 492. 

Norfolk, an Englilh fliip of war, 643. 703. 708. 

Jii. 

Norognha, a Portuguefe monk, 637. 

Norris, Mr. member of the council, Madralsj 
439 * 

O’Kenelly, colonel, 543. 

O’Kennedy, colonel, 607. 608. 609. 

OngoU, 509. 

Onwe, 400. 

Orixa, 353. 560. 

Oulgarry, a viUage near Pondicherry, 645. 646, 
661. 662. 663. 666. 667. 668. 671. 6874 
710. 713. 719. 

Outamaly, 567. 

0 «ter«jr, 398. 536. 338. 539. See Utatoor. 
Outramahret 469* S16. 538. 573, 376. 577. 
590. 591. 604. 

Pago, last 



SECTION THE SECOND, 


367. 371, 397, 39g. 434. cos. 503. 

55'- S5-- 573- S97- 59 ^- 599- 
63a. 

Palamcotah, 467. 468. 495. 560. 561. 567. 568. 
Paliacate, 429. 454- 

Paliar, a river, 373. 374. 384. 399. 41J. 
469. 494. 498. 535. S37. 538. 540. 550. 

SS3- S?!- 57a- 573- S74- 57S- 57^- S9o- 
591. 658. 695. 737. 

Palmyra, Itockade, 451- 
Panar, river, 633. 634. 643. 684. 687. 691. 
697. 698. 

Pandarurr.s, foot plunderers, 571. 

Panther, an Englifli man of war, 643. 709. 
Pa{iantanguel,2^\.0'x‘a., 549' 57®* 

Paris, 734. 

Parliament of Paris, 735. 

Pmfie, a village, 517. 

^afcall, captain, 394. 457. 

iPatipa Braminy’s C/mltry, 463. 469. 

\PeMpore, a fort, 377. 383. 400. 473. 473. 474. 

I 475- 557* ^ 

■ Peers, major, 728. 

Pellot, Mr. of the parliament of Paris, 73 7; 
Penamalee, a mud fort, 659. 

Pemtar, river, 504. 509. 537. 533. ' 

Peons, 374. 399. 364. 673. 673. 679. 706. 
Perimhe, a hill, near Pondicherty, 6ro. 6tr. 6rs. 
632. 641. 643. 643. 644. 645. 646. 647. 
650. 653. 654. 656. 658. 665. 672.688. 
PermacoH, a fortified rock, 605. 606. 6 to. 612. 

613. 634. 635. 636. 644. 651. 653. 

Peifia, 415. 

gulph of, 693. 

or towns, 478.479. 516. 517. 

Pigot, Mr. governor of Fort St. George, 388. 
399. 400. 401. 415. 429. 434. 457. 593. 
654. 656, 700, 714. 718. 720. 724. 726. 

734- 737- 

Pigofs baftion. Fort St. George, 409. 410. 

433. 427. 

Pitans, 548. 

Pitchandak, a fortified Pagoda, on the bank of 
the Coleroon, 539. 597. 600, 

Pitt, the company's Ihip, 50 guns, 368. 

Plf’£f> 503* 590- ^ 

Pocock, Admiral, 368. 369. 371. 395. 419. 
507. jio. 512. J13. 5®4* 535- 533* 534- 
604. 631. 

Poete, Chevalier, 558. 559. 560. 583. 585. 
Point Pedras, 511. 

Polier, Major, 393. 394. 395. 496. 497* 
Polifwe^ a village, ..3 73. 373. 


I Pollams, 68 7. ’ ■ 

! Poliore, fort, N. of Nelore, 509, 537, 

' Polygars, ",74. 384. 399. 430. 443. 463. 464. 

465. 467. 495. 503. 504. 505. 508. 5C9. 

537. 538. 531. 532. 561. 563. 564. 565. 

566. 600. 633. 639. 673. 684. 687. 705. 

706. 707. 725. 

PtiidamalUe,, 424. 464.^498, 574. See Pon* 
domalee, 

Pondi, a village, near Tanjore, 439. 

Peitdideny, 368. 370. 373, 374. 375. 397. 

399. 400. 415. 419. 424. 426. 
433. 436. 451. 452. 453. 456. 
458. 459. 462. 464. 465. 466. 
468. 469. 470. 474. 489. 491. 
494. 495. 496. 497. 49S. 499- 
503. 507. 509. 510. 515* 5^7* 
524. 525. 526. 527. 530. 531. 

533- 534- 535- 537- 538. S49- 

550. 556. 557. 558. 561. 566. 

574- 577- 59 °- 59®- 595- 
597. 599. 601. 602. 603. 604. 
005. 610. 6r2. 613. 614. 615. 
616. 619. 621. 622. 634. 6z6. 
627. 631. 635. 636. 637. 638. 
639. 640. 64T. 642. 643. 644. 
646, 651. 653. 653, 654. 655. 
656. 657. 658. 659. 663. 663. 
678. 681. 684. 685. 6S6. 687. 
688. 691. 692. 693. 694. 695. 
697. 698. 700. 703. 704. 707. 
708. 709. 710. 711. 713. 715, 
726. 730. 721. 732. 723. 734. 
725. 736. 727. 731. 733. 734. 

, 73S-- 736. 737- 738. 739- 

bound-hedge, 665. 

Fondowalee, 3-73. 384. 388. 498. See Pon- 
tlamallee. 

Poni, 494* 

Portuguele. company, 660. 661. 

monk, &37. 

Prefidencies, 503. 726. 

PreCdency of Bengal, 493. 55S. 650. 

of Madrafs, 368. 369. 371. 372. 
383. 385. 388. 419. 457. 462. 
463. 464. 465, 468. 493. 494. 
497. 502. 503. 507. 5 to. 515, 

539* 541- 550- 564* 574- 

603. 614, 615. 616. 624. 629. 
633. 643. 649. 654. 663. 666. 
673. 679. 684. 686. 706. 707. 
724* 725- 7®6- 727* 738- 

Preflon, 

g C z 
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Pi-eflon, cart. 372.. 305. 3(;8. 399 - 49 ^* 

407. 428. 41+. 4'5. 4:4 4*9- 430- 4.ti- 

434. 436. 440. 45:1. 462. 460. 515. 519. 

520. 531. 543. 601. f)54. 656. 657. <>59. 

679. (j?4- ()87. 691. 693. 6g6. 69S. 699. 

703. 704. 715. 725. 731. 

Protector, iire !liip, 513. 723. 709. 

Pudicotah , a miul fort on rlie Caveri, 673. 674. 
636. 

Pudticoiah , the principal to-.vn of the Polygar 
To ’ idiman , 632. 

PuUacate , 4^®* 7*1- 

PuHtavcr, 467. 495. 561. 563. 564. 565. 566. 
567. 569. 633. 705. 707. 

Qneenftoroiigh, an Englifli fliip of war, 513. 
534. 709. I 

Rajahmmdrunt , a town, 376. 377. 382. 

473. 474- 480. 481. 482. 559. 

Rajtths, 375. 3’6. 377' 378- 

Rajah’s camp, 377. 

officers, 375. I 

troops, 377. 378. 381. 383. 

Rajahfaheb, 368. 374. 399. 415- 425. 520. 

527. 592. 638. 712. 720. 722. 

Raillard, lieutenant, 499. 500. 501. 

Ramallnga, a Malabar, 624. 

Pamatilly , a fort, 733. 

Rmgafillah's chouhiy , 65 r. 633. 654. 

Rangarow, of Thiagnr, 367. 

Rajkivandmn ^ 703. See Riftiavandum. 
Ratlagramm , a town, E. of Gingee, 633. 656- 
• 657 684. 687. 6gi‘. 692. 698. 703. 
Red - hdl , a large colleftioir of fand hUts, near 
Pondicherry, 610. 6ti. 626. 627. 629. 644. 
646. 647. '652. 653. 657. 658. 660. 666. 
672. 688. 710. 

Revenge, an Englilh man of war, 510. 534. 
Rheddis, 465. 466. 467. 

RiJia - jandum , a fcrf, N'. E. of Elavanafore , 699. 
Robijib, Mr. planned the prc-fent fortification of 
Madrafs, 403. 

Robfon, lieutenant, 41 1. 

Roman religion, 720. 721’. 728. 

Riyal bnjtim . Fort St . George , 405. 409. 

Sadra / s , 395. 397. 398. 406. 407. 409. 458 
4S9- 498- 538- S44> 576. 711. 730 
fort, 453. 

Saint Denys, a French officer, 463. 

Louis, a French fliip of war, 512. 513. 
Salabadjing, 474. 475, 476. 481. 48a. 483 


X T O 

490. 491. 493. 493. 504. 526. 532, 554, 

737 - 

Salaii-auh, 372. 399' SSS- 

Salilbury, manofwar, 512. 513. 514, 515. 631, 

634- 'f^97- 71'^' 

S . imelCctah , a fort, 537. 3 38. 559. 

Samiaveram, 539" 54®* 5S^‘ SS-' 597' 59®' 
600. 601. 

Sampetrow, 531. 352. 548. 

Sanifon, captain of the Mardvvicke, 492. 356. 

557- 

Sand ijlaitd, PondtCl.eryy, ‘jOl. 712. 

Sangam, a town on the Pcniiar, 537. 

Saubinet, Mr. 367. 373. 39+' 

Scot, Major, 67 1 . 

Seid Mudtoon, the nabob’s agent at Tanjore, 
438. * 

Sepoys, Englifli, 368- 369, 373. 373. 374.'- 
377. 378. 379. 380. 381. 382. 38$ 

384. 386. 387. 3S8. 389. 39?. 396 

397. 398. 400. 401. 407. 408. 411 

412. 414. 416. 417. 418. 419. 431 

422. 433. 427. 438. 429. 431. 43®' 

433. 434. 435. 436. 439. 440. 442. 

444. 44S. 446- 447' 44®' 449- 45°' 

451. 452. 4J3. 455. 457- 459' 402< 

464. 466. 467. 468. 470. 471. 472. 

475' 477- 479- 4®°- 4*4' 4-5' 4®/- 

4^8. 489. 494- 495' 499' S°°- 5^^' 

502. 505. 505. 5.-S. 515. 518 533. 

527' S3!' 535. 336- 537' 538- 539- 

541. 542. 543. 546. 549' 55 !• 55®' 

553' 558' 563- 56!' 563- 5^4' 565' 

572- 573' 575- 577- 578- 579' SS«' 

583. 583. 584. 588. 5S9. S91. 593. 

599. 600. 601. 603. 6^4. 635. 606. 

607. 6v8. 609. 610. 6[3. 614. 615. 

621. 6zz. 633. 624. 635. 627. 628. 

629. 632. 633. -634. 638. 641.. 643. 
643. 644. 645. 647. 64S. 649, 650. 

651. 652. 654. 656. 657. 658. 660. 

663. 666. 669. 671. 672. 673. 674. 

675. 676. 677. 678. 6S0. 68 1. 683. 

6S3. 687. 691. 692. 696. 698. 699.. 

704. 706. 713. 718. 725. 726. 729. 

750. 73 r. 733. 738. 

■ French, 367. 372. 374. 377. 37S. 379. 
380. 38.1. 386. 387. 389. 395. 596. 
397. 398. 399. 401. 407. 41 1. 416. 
4t7' 424. 425. 430. 431. 436. 440. 

4+3' 444- 445' 446- 447- 454- 459* 
463. 471. 474. 475. 477, 480. 486. 
489. 493. 495. 495. SOI. 502, 504. 



SECTION THE SECOND. 


^6. 508. stS. S3J. 535. t,s 9 - S40- 

541. 542. 544. 546. 547. 54S. 549. 

55'- 55^ 5S5 - 556. 5s8. 567. 574- 

575- 578- 579- 532. 583. 585- 587- 

590. 591. 592. 595. 597. 598. 5.99. 

600. 60 r. 604. 6-:^. 607. 6.8. 6-9. 

6to. 613. 614. 615. 623. 624. 625. 

626. 628. 629. 630. 631. 633. 657. 

638. 6^q. 640. 644. 645. 632. 657. 

658. 66o. 66 1. 666. 675, 676. 682. 

683. 6S4. 636, 691. 692. 698. 699. 

702. 774. 729. 730. 731. 732. 

. Seringa^tant, the capital of Myfiire, 463. 638. 
673. 678. 685. 695. 

Serwgham, 466. 509. 535. 530. 541. 545. 549. 

550. 5SI. 552- SS3- S73- 59<5- S97- 598- 

599. 600. 631. 615. 639. 704. 737. 

^Shaitefbury, £a(^ Indlatnaii, 425. 426.427.426. 

429.433. 436. 443.45a. 454. 

'Shanavaze Khan, 475. 

'Shencattah pafs, S^j- 

'Sherlock, captain, 571. 575. 577. 

S'jolavattelai, 672. 

Sharandah-j 564. 

fiidafiettOt the linte motmt, 384. 4O1. 

Siguier, Mr. of the parliament of Paris, 737. 
Smith, fllr. engineer, father of captain Jofeph 
Smith, 402. 

captain Jofeph, 369. 372- 383. 402. 
419. 420. 437. 458. 465. 466. 498. 

507- S3S- 539- 541- S5»- 562. S97- 
598. 599. 620. 6di. 615. 616. 617. 
618. 620. 621. 632. 630. 650.; 
major. 666. 667. 66S. 670. 671. 681. 
682. 683. 704. 

captain Richard, 369. 372. 458. 535. 
536.537. 539. 540- 55>- 597-600. 
615. 617. 621. 673. 674. 675. 676. 
677. 678. 679. 636. 687. 704. 707. 
captain Stephen 591. 592. 603. 604. 

725. 728. 729. 730. 731. 733. 
lieutenant Stephen, 394. 

Somerfet, captain of the Cumberland, 515. 
Sommers, ferjeant, 599. 

SaolalguTf a fort near Trinomaly, 625.. , 

Soiipire, Mr. 367. 370. 384! 401. 407. 462. 
469. 470,736. 

Soiithfea CalHe, an Englini man of war, 711. 
Stevens, admiral, 512. 5 13. 631. 654. 655.656. 

657. 659.688. 691. 697. 703. 711. 726. 727. 
Stewart, captain, 471. 

Si. David’s, 503. 

St, George's bqpim^ Fort St, George, 413 - 


Si. Getrgr, a fort on a hill wcaxMahi, 729. 
730. 731. 733. 

Heium, 631. 

Jrfrph's bajiim, Ptr.dicherry, 716. 7:7. 7:9., 
Thmuas's ntourif, 373 441. 

redoubt, Pondicherry, 683. 687. 6j8r 
701. 702. 712. 

Thome hojtkn, Fort St. George, 413. 429. 
430. 433. 

river, 384 385. 388. 443 446. 447. 
road, 387. 396. 397. 411. 44S. 
449. 451. 

town, 374. 384. 385. 386. 387. 
396. 400. 401. 406. 407. 406. 
415. 430. 436. 452. 456. 
Subadhar, or Captain, 610. 634. 6S2. 692. 
Subah, 483. 504. 

of the Dec.m, 504. 526. 

Subderally Cawn, 544. 

Sunderland, an Englifli man of war, 368. 512. 
S13. 5M- 710. 

Surajah Dowlah, 720. 

Sutat, caftle, 725. 

_ faaory, TIT. 733. 

Snrville the elder, a French captain, 514. 
Syctoforam,a town, 528. 531. 533. 

Taliaverata; near Manoor, 612, 

Tamarind grove, in the middle of the Red HilU 
658. 666. 
redoubt, 660. 662. 

TatPore, 374. 3S4. 399. 414. 436. 437.438. 439. 

440. 461. 465. 507. 556. 537. 55qJ 
601. 603. 615. 6'2p. 
tountry, 369. '3-96. 495. 503. 509. 

61 T 623. 624. 650. 673. 677. 704. 

^ ■ . 725- , 

Taiijonnes, 495. 496. 

Tani, a large hotly or refervoir of water, 386- 
Tellicherry, on the Malabar coaji , 604. 643. 725. 

727. 7'28. 732. 

7lr/7«?-e, 465.’466. 467. 639. 

Thames, an Englidt flu'p, 383, 400. 

Thames, river, 6}i. 

Thiapar,,367. 398. 399. 440. 403. 494.' 495.- 
496. 499. 501. 509. 539. 616 620. 625. 636. 
6^7. 638. 639, 640. 643. 644. 648. 652. 654. 
657. 679. 683. 684. 686. 6gt. 692. 693. 696. 
697. 698. 69,9. 703. 704. 708. 714. 715. 725. 

Til. 

Timeiy, 368. 502. 592- 603. 

Tinivelly country, 369. 467.468.495. 499. 532, 
534. 562. 563. 566. 568. 63S. 639. 
672. 705. 796: 707. ' . „ 

Jiuiveltyx 



I N D 

TmlwUj diJiriSisy 565. 

t<r.i'n, 467. 560. 563. 564. 565. 569. 
6j2. 705. 706. 707. 

Tirimhorng, a village, 577- 
Tobin, an interpreter, 719. 

Tondiman, 374. 384. 399. 414. 461.49;. 496. 

550. 561. 563. 569. 6co. 63a. o;a. 673. 677. 
Tondivanum, a town, 604. 605. 607. 610. 612. 
6; 3. 

Topaffes, 3S8. 461.468. 4S9. 491.493. 535.536. 
539- S+^-SS8- 560.623. 640. 643.645.653. 
666. 69S. 729. 733. 

Totcum, a mild fort, 551. 552. 598. 601. 
Tranqutbofy 384. 437* 5 ^ 7 . ^t4‘ 619. 691. 696. 
700. 704. 711. 

Trava/!ccfe, ^60. 564. 565. 566. 567.706. 
Travancoies, 566. 567. 569. 

Tricalorcy fort, near Jrittcnialee, 496. 625. 643. 
Trichimmigalnm, a village, 610. 611. 612.641. 
• ^ 44 * 

Yf/fdore, a fortified pagoda, 398. 359. 440. 
641. 

Trimahedy fort, 440. 

Trimetcherrfy a village, 553. 

Triml'fwajh, a town on the fkirts of Malrawze's 
wood, 424. 430. 431.434. 

Trimuddi, an outpofi, 571. 

Trincommalee, \a tht .(/land of CryloHy ^10, 5 it* 
533 - 7 II* 
bay, 507. 

Tr'inontalie, 367. 591. 603. 604. 625. 63S. 650. 

653.654. 657.686, 6gi. 697. 703. 708. 711. 
Yripajfom', 373. 374. 388. 

"Tripairore, 424. 454.464. 498. 505. 515. 546. 
Yri-Permadorc, 498. 

Triftttyy 371. 372. 464. 494. 50a. 504. 505. 

500. 508. 509. 531. 546. 641. 

Triflicatie 6ridge> 386. 387. 396. 

river, 385. 386. 387. 38S. 389. 397. 
411. 

milage, 397. 40J, 452. 

Triuhinopoly, 369. 374. 383. 396. 398. 414. 
419. 438. 439. 440. 458. 465. 406. 467. 

494. 495. 496. 497. 499. 501. 503. 507. 

509. 524. 534. 535. 537. 538. 539. 541, 

547. 549. 550. 551. 552. 562. 596. 597, 

598. 599. 600. 6or. 615. 617. 620. 621. 

025. 629. 630. 636. 639. 649. 650. 673. 

674. 675. 676. 687. 704. 707. 726. 732. 

73a- 

Trinadi, tx 3X Pmdicheiry, 495. 496. 499. 629. 
631. 640. 641. 64a. 645. 647. 652. 658. 
.697* 699* 


E X T O 
Trivalore, 424. 

Trndmhre, a village with a pagoda, 407. 414, 
Tiivanalore, 440. 641. 

Trivaueloor, a tort near Trinom.'ilee, 625. 
Tiivatore, 367. 369. 470, 493. 494 497, 515. 
516. 527. 542. S4g. 571. 572. 573. 574. 
575- 576- 

Tuckeal'aheb, governor of Vaiidiwalh, 516. 
Turner, enfign, 642. 652. 

Ttttacoritt, 566. 567. 706. 707. 
bay, 468. 

Tyger, an Englifli ftiip of war, 512. 513. 515. 
688. 690. 71 1. 

535. 539. 540. 551. 552. 597. 
598. 600. See Outateor, 

Ulaioor, ftreights, 509. 

Fadagherri, 563. 564. 565.' 

Faldore, 399. 577. 596. 61 1. 612. 624. 

627.628. 629. 631. 632. 635. 6361 
638. 641. 640. 651. 652. 653. 6581, 
fort, 626. 627. 

redoubt, bound-hedge, Pmdicber^, 66o. 
66r. 665. 666. 668. 669. 670. 671. 
680. 716. 717. 719. 
road, 652. 

F’andiioajk, 367. 372. 399. 469. 470. 497. 502. 
510. 515. 516. 517. 527* 528* 530. 531. 

533- S3S* 537* 542* 543* 544- 546* 549* 

550* 553* 565* 571- 573* 574- 575- 576. 

577. 580. 582. 588. 589. 590. 591. 597. 

599. 601. 602. 604. 005. 615. 624. 625. 

036. 650. 653. 712. 716. 737. 738. 
Fdniambady, valley, 496. 

Vaflerot, captain, 434. 442. .443. 458. 590. 642. 
671. 

Vaughan, captain, 471. 

Felore, 424, 464. 496. 544. 549. 603, 626. 637. 
638. 725. 

Fendalore, a town, 373. 384. 408. 414. 447. 

574- 

Vengeur, a French lliip of war, 512. 513. 
Fenkitagiierri, the place of refidence of Eangar 
Yatcham, 528. 

Fentivalum, in the hills, S. of Gingee, 684. 

FeramalfytZ fofi,j^2. 

Ferdac/ielum, 536. 539. 631. 632. 633. 639. 
684. 704. 

Verdiere, a French col. 370. 

Viart, chevalier, French commander of Alam- 
parvah, 613. 

Fiermandi^ 495. 624. 625. 633. 684. 

VtUapwum^ 



SECTION THE SECOND. 


ViVaporum, 39Q, 44.0. 624. 625. 626. 633. 640. 
64T. 692. 6g8. 

Villenore, a foit near the Red Hill, 399. 610. 

611. 6 6. 7. 628. 629. 636. 638. 

644, 645. 646. 647. 648. 649. 652. 
653. 654. 656. 661^662. 6 ^ g ^ 7 io . 
720. 

reihtdi, bound-hedge, Pondicherry, 665. 
666. 667. 670. 67 1 . 7 1 6. 719. 722. 
yiparee, a village, 389. 429. 430. 431. 
yizagnpatam, 375. 376. 377- 383. 4°®' 47®' 
473 * 474 - 481- SS 4 - 56®. 596. 

■Vizeramrauze, 492. 554. 
yiziana^arum, the capital of jinunderauxe, 

554 - 559 - 

Vizvazypiint, a Morattoeomcer,685.69J.7o3. 
70^.708. 714. 715.^ 

yolcmei^t 440. 499- 509. 516. 535. 599. 615. 

616. 620. oai. 6a j. 626.;,639 .u-^ 3..704/ 
'^'^oltaire, Mr. 737. .1 ' 

Waeatmanuar difiriSs, 492. 

Wdjhinelm-e fort, 567. 368. 705. 

Watfon, admiral, 698, 699. 


Weymouth, man of war, 512. 513. 514. 515, 

7“- 

Wilcox, enfign, 502, 505, 506.508. 

Wood, captain, 508. 546. 548. 590. 592. 593. 
624. 625. 626. 

Woodi and wettv/aiVuof Bangar YatchamNaigue, 

371* 

Wootamally, a Polygar, fort and wood of, 564. 
Wariorepcllam, Polygar, 725. 

Yahre. See Ehre, 474. 

Yanam, 557. 

roa^, 474> 

Yarmouth, an Englilh man of war, 512. 5.1 3< 
914 315. 631. 

Yorke, captain, 280. 484: 4$^. 486. 487. 559. 
- 560. _ 

York, an Englilh Ihip, 7x1. 

»• 

Zemindar of Narfipore, 475. 479. 

Zemindars, or landholders, 482. 

Zodiaque, a French Ihip of war, 512, 513'i 514, 
Zulfacar Jung, 504. 587. 590. 392. 626. 


LukeHanhird, Frin^, 

* Great Turnltiie, Ldnccdn'Man Fields. 




